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Atmospherically, January 1st, 1957 was almost a 
carbon copy of January 1st 1956J - slightly on the cool side in 
spite of glorious sunshine. 1 suppose the reason I recall last year's 
weather situation on Hew ear's day so vividly because that was the 
first time I ever attended a funeral on Hew Year s day,. —that of 
7 armen's mama, Miss Camilla • 

• • » ■> >;■ 1 01 an -t ad .a v. -.on 

There was nothing a bout today's program on the plantation 
that suggested a>holiday. The plantation worked, U a dam Regard remained 
in bed and that fact tended to keep partying down to a minimum. 

Bill Anderson and Will Rogers put the finishing touches on the 
new domain which mmett and £rwin are to occupy in a section 
of the aoant-oour west of the big iron pot, and there was something 
about that location that reminded me of the fl-ook of chickens 
some curator or other used to maintain in the moat in front of 
the Grand Trianon | both the Tucca and Grand Trianon basseoour locations 
seeming a little odd but nevertheless advantageous from the 
convenience point of view. However, 1 must admit that the 
pink marble back drop of the Grand Trianon was elegant in contrast 
to the mud walls of Yucca but the Trianon flock of chickens when last 
r saw it was made xf up of Plymoth Rocks, Rhode Islam} Reds, speckaled 
.Andalusians and no Leghorns, so that the coloring wasn t so impressive 
by way of contrast as the pure white of the Pekin ducks in 
surroundings of dark green magnolias and the pinkish brown of Yucca. 

. ' ... ' .V". , v i- .'OV/V 1 

And speaking of the Grand .Trianon reminds, me of the article I 
am impatient to explore in Plaisir de Prance, — H L'Hermitage de 
Madame de Pompadour a Fontainebleau".< The biography of that lady 
whioh I read a while b^ck made some mention of the Hermitage 
of Mme * de 'Pompadour at Versailles which has but recently .been 
identified* Some day J think we should eventually do a bit of 
exploring in the Versailles region to identify the site. The only 
think I recall about it i.n connectio with Versailles was some 
reference I onaa .read to the removal of the great red marble bath 
tub of Louis IlV which was removed during some alterations of Versailles 

Bftf |M*UJ l!1JSH/.J [of »u tut. 

As one pause to contemplate the matter, it strikes one with force that 
the lady did seem well provided with habitations in the Versailles area. 
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what with her.commodious apartment in the big palace, the Hermitage, the 
Hotel dea Reservoirs and the Chateau d’Etioles, all in the aame neighborho 
not to mention the construction 0 / the Petit Trianon wltich she waa 
completing at the time of her death. Adding to this her 
Elysees palance in Paris and her several chateaux a few miles removed 
from Versailles iteself and it must be admittedthe lady was possessed 
of some mighty fine real estate, 

I finished Clifton Fadiman's "Party qf One" a day or so ago and 
the folding up my beard and turning on the radio, heard Ur, Fadiman 
on his "Coversaion" program, with J, B, Priestly and Jacques 
Barsan, discussing historical figures with whom they would like to 
spend.an evening at chit-chat. They decided "power people" 
wouldn t be any fun and that am ability would be a characteristic 
the character must possessed to be supponed up from the shades for 
such a metting, J, B. Priestly thought ffinon de Lenclos would be 
one of the people he ,should enjoy taking with, I think the lady 
,would be a pleasant companion for such an evening but naturally 
I would h a ve named Jeanne Poisson de Pompadour as Ho, 1 on my list, 

Ur. Barsan thought he would like an evening with Hapoleon but the other 

two gentlemen turned thumbs down on Bonaparte but all three 

agreed that Ur. Jefferson would be swell. There was some static 

in the midst of the program and 1 thought 1 heard Ur. Fadiman say ”Prince 

a nd that gentleman would of course be on my jist and also Ume Vigee- 

Lebrun I think -<• should like to include one of thelnca emperors 

and Leonardo a nd Apollonor whatever was the name of 

Hadrian's companion in his travels and Henry Adams and Oscar Wilde. 

This line of thought presents lots of fun in speculation, 1 think, and 
it be-got an idea for a play of which I shall speak at some 
subsequent sitting, something which would be original, I think. 

Across the fence the social life is kept to a minim m, only one 
luncheon and one tea yesterday, I believe and an equal number today. 

Iladam Regard is sitting up but I t have just learned that Celeste 
is making the mast of her mother a indiapostion to get out of making 
the South American jaunt, .which, off hand, would seem very noble, but 
which on closer inspection reveals that if she denies herself this 
trip, she will be provided with a sea voyage to Rio de Janero this 
Spring and everything a out that would be more to ha taste than 
exploring the ruins of Cusco and the copper mines of Chile. So you can 
on occasion eat your cake and have it, too, and so we are obviously 
living in the best of all kinds of worlds .. 
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Memorandums 


Tonight I am going to begin reading from Justice Willion 
0. Douglas, - "Russian Journey", or whatever it is called, 
concerning his trip through the land of the Soviets in 19 55. 

, I believe the newspapers carried references to this trip for 
it seems to me the radio mentioned something a bout some scuffle 
the Justice had with a policeman a bout taking pictures or some 
such thing. 

, >4 iJe 1 i s ■ 1 ; ’ 

The papers at the time, as I recall, mentioned that 
vrs. Douglas was meeting her husband in Moscow or some such. 

That lady hails from Talullah (or however one spells it(, 
a Louisiana .town some miles b a ck from the river, opposite 
VicKsburg, Miss. I have visited the place but once in 
my life and don’t r ecall much about that cotton bustling 
region in Madison Rarish. » 

,\. fcAii" bi.t ii.vv'. f bi'.' 3't4‘V«. 0$ 9 . L-'.*■ ^ 

.RSxxMxx B. R. 

Well, let me try that again, —R. B. Williams and Arthur 
Watson were in Law School with one Gerard Davidson and the three 
of them with their wives got together for a dinner a while back, —Ora 
mentioning the matter to me. The gentlemen had fun r ecalling old 
days and checking up on each other's adventures since them. Mr. 
Davidson had married a. Louisiana girl, as had the other two 
gentlemen, and Ur. Davidson, unlike them, had gone to practice 
law outside the State, —at Washington , D. C. There it was that 
Mrs. Davidson took a. job with the Supreme Court and later she and 
Gerard decided on a divorce, after which Mrs. Davidson Married William 
0. Douglas. The next time the former Mrs. Davidson comes down home 
and brings her husband, I want them to venture down this way for 1 
should muck like to spend an afternoon with the Justice • 


4't 9 


..T19'’ 
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Thursday, January 3rd, 2957 


Tt was pleasant to see Madam R gard up and about today. 

Her daughter is making the most of Her recent indisposition in 
order to get out of going to.South Arne ica at the moment but 
says she anticipates a darling time when, instead, she goes bu 
boat this Spring. 

Celeste telephoned me from town this noon where she was 
attending a party, saying there were two ladies present who were 
anxious to see me about some examples of Hunter paintings . 

They came in mid afternoon, one lady fromShreveport, the other 
from San Francisco and invented in a couple of Hunter creations, 
a Baptisin and a Cothes Line, and seemed mighty happy about the 
whole business. 

_ . <' - t • 

I was wrapping a record with a view to putting in the 
post with this letter on the morrow when the ladies arrived. I 
short-sightedly had lighted the big red candle a few minutes 
before and one of the ladies backed into it, knocking down 
on the table on which the package was resting. I grabbed it 
up speedily so the hot wax WQuld not penetrate to the cold wax of 
the record and in the doings t soiled the case a dab but it did 
not do any other damage, I think. I applogise for the doings, hoi 


Memoraudum • ■ : r.. 

■ \ . -•>'* Visit -lUi >.*V v. .iait* j-, oa 8. 

This reibbon has been kicking up during the 
past 84 hours so if a vast silence suddenbly 
developes, don't be alarmed. I have already made 
an envelope and shall enclose whatever comes to 
hand / before it kickes over the traces again • 


I have al so made out a sticker for a package 
containing a small fruit cake from J lies Uah I wanted 
to share with you• I apologise for having cut 
. into it but got my cakes mixed up and inadverntently 

K y: whacked away at hers which I knew would probably 

be the prise which I had intended sending w ithout having 
t qttacked. a 

, -.1 •V' . v 'V' - a ■■ S ' ' ’■ ' ' 

* ~;-\The cold East wind from the Atlantio and the 

higher flow of air from the Qulf did not establish 
contact as yet but they must be getting closer, for 
in spite of the abasence of thhunder storms, we did 
. get plenty of mists and drissles all day which made 
. «. • it a little damp-ish, especially for Ora and the three 
Denver ladies she brought down this afternoon. Hi ey 
were simple souls but ^altogether pleasant and as 
they are friends of the Carrolls whom I have known and liked 
i a long time, I was glad to pass a pleasant hour w ith 

' them. Their visit mas almost a game in that 

it would drixale in one house, or rather when we were in one 
house, in making the tour, and would magically enough cease 
when it was time to dash for another building, and so 
we. never did need the umbrellas with which they were 
e fortified. And Z suppose Louisiana weather generally must 
seem pretty tame to ladies who live a mile high, as Denver is 
said to be, must taka .January weather as something frought 
with snow banks and ice so that our pa particles of mist 
couldn't have seemed too dreadful to suc& hardy souls. 
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Memorandum s 

' 1 ::o " < 

I learned at supper that a truck ia going to town 
in the morning and as that will provide me with an excellent 
opportunity to slide in and pick up some boards for the 
artist, I shall do just that and it may be that the truck 
will leave before the Post Office begins functioning, in which 
case I shall hold b n ck this memo and include it with Sunday s, 
so if a day's delay developes in the even flow of communications, 
you will understand the reason. 

I mentioned the other day that something I had read in 
Clifton Fadiman s book gave me an idea for a story. I did 
not know it until I read his essay that there is a vast popularity 
at present for books and a rticles, generally described as 
"Science-fiction". I suppose most of these stem from the general 
outline as laid down by good old Jules Verne. It seems 
that many of these books serve j such as the deteotivestory 
has long done, provided relaxation for the tired wind, even as ** 
is said President Vilson used to find relaxation in the old Who Pone 1 

aeries. 

.; ■. s .• r. ft •> b' J 

ily thought, a f ter reading the Fadiman account of the popularity 
of this science fiction ocoured to me then, it would be 
offered as an old story, 'just seeing the light of Print, or a new stori 
that anticipates tomorrow. The scientific part would be based 
on the rocket or the space ship or the flying saucer in 
which one man travels, afar in the universe. As Science states 
that there are scads of worlds, much after the manner of our own, 
scattered a bout the universe, my thought would be that 
one of these to which the rocket or flying saucer inodv»rt«»it2y 
cones into contact i-s precisely the same as our own world, following 
through the same slow progression along identical lines, only 
the one to which the space ship travels chances to *«, say, 5 or 4 
hundred years behind cur world in its evolution. Thus the 
. man landing on the place would find himself, say, in the °S 

Fpr&idnand and Isabella,, and the. calendar on that £*">** ”*{** 
read 1490. ft would of course take the man a little while to 
orient himself but he would do so shortly and, even though a scientist 


take up other such enterprises in aifferenz parvs oj vne 
land. I did not know before that .the Peterhof palace 
had been knooked silly during the war and that the fountains 
destroyed during the Maxi occupation The Justice says, however, 
that the palace is being put back in'order and that the gardens 
which had been devastated and the foutains destroyed are already 
back to their former glory whioh is certainly good news. 

— „ . trr v o '•••* f -e in- “-us** V. 

JTe also mentioned visiting the Yusupov estate about 
15 miles west of Moscow. He says the pfrce was built in the 
1790's, burned in 1B80 and re-built and is elegant. He also 
mentions the fine gardens. It was the same Tusupovs, I suppose, 
who owned the lovely palace near Yalta which was used by the 
conferees during the Yalta conference in 1945 and, of course, 
they had a magnificient palace in St. Petersburg, too, although 
he hasnmt referred to that o« yet « As 1 recall, Joseph 
Widenerof Philadelphia was in some sort of a legal squabble 
-bout some Rembrants he had bought from Prince Yusupov following 
the Revolution. I suppose these must tiave been in the Yusupov 
Pariah establishment when the Revolution broke out. They 
certainly couldn t have beqn removed aftr Marh, 1917. 

, ,-v “ t. 1 . . ' VO 

From ussian Journey, x gain the impression that the Soviets 
a re doing great things by way of preserving historic monuments, 
a nd I must say this is very heartening. Somehow I was under the 
impression that under Stalinei everything that existed before 
he made his bow on the scene was af no interest and hence I am 
delighted to know thaii some of the treasures are really being saved 
< 'i M '• *' S 

Joe Henry is scheduled to arrive Saturday for about a week s 
visit and Stephen will be here on Monday as he has to make a speech 
in Natchitoches. It all sounds like scuffling in the family 
tree a few days hence...... i 
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he might recall a few facta from hia a chool daya when he had 
to learn a few rudiments of that subject and ao would find himaelf 
sufficiently verae in thinga that were going to happen that he 
could advise Isabella to risk her jewels as collateral for 
the Pinta, Nina and S&nta Maria, and he could even give 
Columbua a hint that hia journey westward would be more or 
leaa successful, 

» :• j , Slrt-iOi S. Aoiq :>itO It 4 OJ i i c :.\o 

Buthia ability to foretell the morrow would no[t end with 
Pisaqro and Cortes but would go on to the Spanish Armada and 
the general decline of Spain and nobody would like, to -hear such 
thinga or even contenance them, and the Church would be furious to 
learn that it was going to .have to compete unsuccessfully w ith 
other religions, etc,, etc,, and so one would arrive at the same 
spot that is met in one of the fables appearing in one of Joatievkki 
books, .perhaps The Borthers Karamasov, wherein the Spanish Inquiaiti 
on discovering that a Man arrested for b^lsphemy is actually 
Christ in : disguise but since the teachings of Jesus would wreck 
the Inquisiton if once accepted, it r emained for -the Tor q uemada of 
the time to approve the execution of that sameChriat on whi,ch 
the Inquisition flourished. The balance of thestory doe an t 
matter for the fun would be in unrolling a tale that would 
present such difficulites as anyone with the power of 
foresight m ght encounter, should he ever begin practicing his 
Art, Of course the space ship occupant might justas , 
well come down in a Kentucky forest and sketch out to a gent 
named Lincoln, .spllting rails, the course thinga were to take 
and -thef older ole -might-be- equally jt~entertaining+>- 1*think 
the story has peesibilitfje+'f-ar a 8 sc ience-fiction" thing, 
however, and since it would incorporate people' and e vents 
r of whom any r eader would have heard, this new interpretation 
might be diverting, ■> t • » 

fru-'j ** i. : j: , At 4* Xr.oi -nwi. e 

I suppose Joe will arrive tomorrow or Sunday and Stephen on 
Monday I reckon it will be quite a week ahead, 

•jtu: i iooJ i ;».oio r.ui . La ». oe pli • 

t t One of my agents scurried from the store to eport something 
to m yesterday that I found amusing, I had taken this machine 
to,have someone who could see do something a bout the ribbon. 
According' to my informant, & J, H,* catching 3ight of \t, asked 
the clerk if he could fix it and told him if he coiildn t to 
h a ve it sent^to town forthwith to be fixed, adding that 
"I mustsay he can do ten times more with a machine without being 
nbel to see than I can with two good eyes . See to it the thing 
ts put in order and taken back to him right away , and, as 
I explained to my informants All that, ~and a nickel, would 
buy you a cup of coffee,,,,,," 
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The weather continues cloudy, humid and sort of 
60-ish, Obviously the Chinese magnolias are going 
to "jump the gun" on unfolding their lovli »••« 'jj. 
mati.T\„p, V for some of th«« ore already to 

come into flower. Of course they are sticking out 
their necks, what with 9 or 10 more weeks ahead may witness 
freeze but plants, being so much like people in many 
respects, must .demonstrate such examples of daring and 
follhardiness regardless, 

Saturday's post brought a: letter from James u *tch I shall 
regards KASVS ^f/vVll 

and especially there since it would seem to me a 
• ^offers even less distraction than a larger one and I 9 at ^ 

/he hasn't much, capacity for rounding up the elusive element 
even where it is lTkely to be most abundantly scattered, 

I am under the impression James might be a W« *> ■ f f ir / ?ing 
contentment in Hatches if he didn't have a °J 9 

Kay happy but under existing circumstances, stay in 

the Bluff Citv will be of short duration, I believe, Afte 
ii iK-irili.nt libraries in New Orleans have provided 

nor satisfied either one of them, 
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joe, who arrived last night, went to town with J. H. 
this afternoon, returning with him and Pat for supper. 

The a fter supper talk was mostly between J, H. and Celeste, 
k for J, K, had looked up some travel literature he had 
rounded up covering the proposed SouthAmerican jaunt, and 
there were some pictures of Cusco he wanted me to see. 

He remarked casually enough to everyone present that he and 
Celeste would probably lake off in February but immediately 
Celeste pointed out that Madam Regard's health would be 
such that she could be left with her other daughters in 
J fansura. The chance for improvement during the interim 
was brought out but that didn't seem to get anywhere and 
of course the fly in the ointment is that Celeste-doesn't 
want to fly anywhere but rather go by boat so there can 
be card playing since it is the game en route and not the 
points you plan to visit constitute.the point of the whole thing. 

The whole disdussion would have been hilarious had there not 
been such over-tones as the distress involved on Celeste 8 
part at the mere thought of actually seeing,South America, 

I must say it's a spectacle.to w itness people who have everything 
incapable to getting interested in anything beyond a deck of cards. 
It made me think again as I have so often before thought that f 

it was really a remark a ble thing when two people like the F. D, R. s 
should ocoupy a position as First Gentleman and first Lady 
of the Land with both of thempossessed of such heads and hearts. 

There was some mention of this afternoon s Wide Wide WorU 
television program which centered oh Helen Keller, Dr. Reeves, 
Margaret Smith and Eleanor Roosevelt. When I heard about 
that, my thoughts naturally turned in the direction of 
Lyme and I found myself holding the thought that luck may have 
been with little Miss Lee so that she could have seen it. 




i n 


.bo isic 

Monday, January 7th, 1957. 
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I was interested to learn today that May Balthazar of 
the prominent mulatto gentry hereabouts, is engineering Miss 
Hunter into the Catholic Church. When a mulatto , recognizes the 
existence of a negro, that is news. As I understand it, Clemence was 
christened in the Catholic < hurch when she was a b a by. She 
explained that her parain" is dead but her "marain" is still 
, a line and could tell her all a bout it. fiut the local mulattoes, 
a s you know frown upon a Catholic negro attending their fine 
Church of St\ Augustin but apparently May and some of the 
0 Reverend Fathers are going to break through that barrier in 
spite of the other mulattoes and so another blow for racial 
tomfoolery or against it, is about to be struck If the Catholics 
dont watch out, Miss unter will end up as the first Lady Bishop 
or some such and a card-cutting Bishop really ought to strike 
new note in something or other...... 
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There s such a lovely moon tonight, following a day 
of cloudless skies and dazzling sunshine although the thermometer 
didn t make it much beyond thfi 60's. » 

'• v‘ 

Little clouds of shell pink Mnese magnolias are 
coming into flower > in ever increasing density and the pale 
pink of the blossoms against the deep blue of the sky is 
something a Chinese artist could do .so well, --just the flowers and 
the sky with perhaps the snowy streak across the blue of the 
ephemeral track of a Jet plane scooting from where to where nobody km 

. - -v . r. •>!}. 4'' '■ '■ ' B 

Theika Kyser telephoned just after noon to s ay she had been 
in Lafayette yesterday and that Lionel Jeanmard had asked her 
to bring me a Christmas gift. She came down a bout 3 bringing 
a couple of ladies with her, one being a Michigan lady who 
had been here perhaps^ ten years before. The latter and her husband 
devote themselves to supplying l a boratories all over the country 
with moses and ferns and it does seem to me they would j ma 
much more material for their business operations in a sub¬ 
tropical region like Louisiana but I suppose Northern Michigan 
may have some special types af mosses and ferns that Louisiana 
may not possess. 

■ ■: , t y '-yv‘\ t J \ ■ o'. “>• T 0 l; •• *. 

Earlier in the day * had sent word to one of the 
new neighbors, living in a house hard by Miss Hunters, asking 
that the daughter of the house come to see me at 3 about 
giving me some secretarial assistance. To my mild surprise, since 
one can never anticipate such potentials, the girl arrived bringing 
four of her friends with her. *1 could use five secretaries 
easily enough, so f or as the amount of work thereto to be 
done but how to employ all five to read to me at the suim 
time, or how I would support five at a sitting, I vouldn t *'ow. 

I asked the girl to return on the morrow without getting anywhere 
at our initial conference. The girl's last name isdonsack and she is 

.Job 1 .ts- *1 II'b o T' o c *• .* * 1 ' 
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a cousin of Alvin, the w> od oaroer. 

• <.■•'■ < ■ • » * 

As Thelma and her guests were leaving, we saw a couple of men 
talking in the garden in front of the big house, I think Presiden 
and Mrs, Kyser have entertained eneral a nd Mrs, Henry at 
he college and helm said she thought one of the men 
was the General, We accordingly turned in that direction 
a nd the General, it was, and his brother Joe, and so 
they all had a chance to chat a little which was pleasant . 
ir/ • ■ .\ . ,3. ;«ot itoon . i'jof . Ar s e •> 

The S, G. Henrys had said they would a rrive here at 
6, and it was theji 4:30, and the General's wife had gone 
to spend some time with Celeste and Madam Regard, but 
Celeste, of course, was at a party in town and Madam Regard 
was resting in her bed and so there was a alight confusion in 
plans but we finally got assembled around the board for f 
supper- r but J, H, was attending a bank meeting and didn't 
appear and as Joe and the General's wife scarcely speck and 
as they were sitting along side, and as Dan came down and 
seldom speaks to me and found himself sitting next to me, 
supper was in the nature of a comedy in frosts. 

As for myself I ate very little for I knoew I had something 

mighty good awaiting me at Tucca at the close of day, for 

Thelma had brought me a couple of packs of shrimp and some 

wonderful sauce to go with same, not to mention some 

cheese and fruit, a gallon of cider and a gob of 

walnut ice cream. Is it any wonder I didn t grow enthusiastic 

over supper with the 'ill assorted gathering a t table. 
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I finished the W, 0, Douglas book last night, - 
Russian Journey and found it was a most timely thing to have 
read in view of all the doings of the President and his Secretary 
of State urging ongress to enact legislation concerning 
( impending doings in the Middle Hast, I. must say I think 
Justice Douglas gives one much to ponder about and his 
\ last chapter in. the book somehow suggests that the way 
our State Department is currently functioning as of this week appear 
be entirely ought of line with the observations Justice D 0 uglas 
makes regarding prime requisites in our t scuffle with 
Moscow to wage a successful policy t n the Arab countries, 

I must._ confess I feel a little dubiousabout whatever concepts 
the President aid his Secretary of State may possess tn regad 
to operating the American ship of state in contempoary foreign 
waters, 

the mirf ear.this is a mighty dull letter, M a y I do better on 
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The day'8 post brought me a post card from some 
food house at Cuba, Hew York, re spending to my letter of 
inquiry, asking to whom 1 might be indebted for a package 
of cheese I received from that Hew York establishment at 
Christmas time. The post card stated that the concern was 
sorry the name of the sender had been omitted and that 
the shipment was made at the request of Mrs.iJames Register, 

630 St. Ann Street, Hew Orleans, Louisiana. 

i : hV 0 • .u\ iUhi .i. ■ .-v ,\ j.\«y 

I had dropped Kay a line*at the Bluff yesterday, I 
shall write her again tonight, enclosing the card. 

.♦>1 < . 9V1-: ■; . \.». •; ‘.As® r ’" 

I assume the General must have had a breakfast appointment 
in town this morning as he h a d already left the big house when 
1 passed that way a little before 7, I breakfasted with 
Joe, Pat and the clerk and chanced to be passing through the 
big house at 9 o'clock when the General s wife came down for 
breakfast. I joined her at table for the usual small talk 
but learned nothing of interest except the fact that she had not 
known that Joe was to be here or she would not have made the 
tripi She mentioned that Alice Walworth Graham, her son 
and husband and Alice's sister, M a ry, had been among t ose 

• •present at a *cooktail party she had given on Christmas v ay. 

She said Alice is about to bring forth a new book but knew nothing 
of the nature of the volume. 

• i’t • » ?• S'-’U Vi •‘•••1C Vl'Cl.M 

She asked if she might have some narcissus to take b ok 
to Baton Rouge with her. She said she was spending the morning 
with Celeste and lunching with her. and that the General would 
pick her up at Z and that they- would re turn home. 

•' 1 '.‘v j i vy >b- 1 4 1 -ii'.a 

J, H. asked Joe to accompany At* to town during the morning to 
sit in Oh a meeting bf the R. K. A. Board of which J. H. is President. 
Joe accepted, returning home with J-. HV-a littleafter noon. Joe 
said all the members. Of the Board had been a hurry to conclude the 
meeting so they o eul*. attend the luncheon at which Steve was the spea) 
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that everybody had scurried out at the conclusion of the session, 
heading toward the hotel, except J. H. and Joe who had 
returned here. Somehow it seems so natural that they should have 
attended the luncheon under the circumstances but this is 
just another example of the unexpected twist with which all Henrys 
re-act to things. : i 

The artist came to see me this afte ton, ashing me to 
come over to see a pretty picture she had painted of the 
wahe. It was pleasant strolling across the fiejd to the^ermuda Road, 
for the aun was bright and a breese from the direction of the &ulf 
that was just like summer . As a work of.Art, the picture lacked 
much to make it so but there were some individual features that 
, • were excellent, such as the floral displays and two or three 
points recording looal gustoms that are part and. parcel 
of a custom which probably will have faded away utterly before anotAarj 
decade or wo has elapsed. 

. -14V.' e- 1 ” 

The telephone rang while I was there. Apparantly somebody was 
asking bout the health of one of the artist s neighbors who was 
knocked crooked by a car last Spring and was in a cast for about 
six months with a broken pelvis and a couple of breaks in one leg. 

Miss Hunter reported that the patient had completely recovered and 
was walk ng about is her former agility but she went on to 
expalin tha^ "I guess her leg is alright but pometimes it look 
like it ain t doin' all that good, like when I seed her 
Saturday night when she done pitched on her head behind a bench 
at the fronkey-tonk, 'cause I could see her leg, thp one what was borke 
last time, and it sure did put me in mind of a loaf of white bread, in 
. that is, but sure not in color. ha...ha..ha..ha.... 

• \3 *0'>4 . V. . 'VV , y, . •>« .. 3 ;0* < S >4 1 . i ■ '=•' . 

Miss Hunter is certainly a sight, a bigger one, in fact, that 
the lady with the leg about whom she was giving a report. 

• , '• F, . E 4 • •- 1 

I saw Celeste for a few moments this morning. She has a great 

problem on her hands.< She and Hee Hertsog always go to town on Saturd 

afternoon to play bridge. If Juanita is here, they oi^etimea take her 
Juanita is going to be here this Saturday but they can t go to town 
because one of her sisters is coming up to see. Madam Regard and 
. it. wouldn t seem right to leave, her at home with their mother , 

Mother, of course, always remains at home alone but it wouldn t seem r 
to lea e her there with a daughter. In short, one doesn t half to be 
L but it helps out a lot if one is....»••••• 


'jl'll' I. 


•to 


P. S., 

When I started folding this memo, 1 noticed I 
had written over a couple of lines at the bottom. They are 
of no moment, but the episode they report was mildly amusing. 

I had bathed about 7 j30, returning to my unlighted boudoir 
clad in sandals. The white garden wa3 like day and 
I noticed a "ghost in a white shirt, passing along the bamboo 
hedge, obviously intend on hunting birds nesting there. With 
out taking time to grab additional raiment, I stepped out 
on the gallery to order the ghost and especial ly his gun away, 
and the ghost I had seen was so thunderstruck at seeing 
an undraped figure suddenly appearing out of the shadow cast 
*1/ the house that he simply melted..... 
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Memorandum 

% i, < ■ . v 

TAfs has keen the warmest day I can recall in mid January. 

This fternoon the thermometer was in the 80 a and tonight 
it remains equally warm With all doors and windows open and a mellou 
blowing from the South, everything in the moonlight suggests 
summer but I'm quite sure the Arctic will be pushing us a cold snap 
one of these days just to remind us that winter really is winter. 

I was somewhat taken aback this morning shortly after returning 
from the coffee hour when a lady appeared on my gallery unannounced, 

I was confrouted thereupon by none other than that lady from 

Marshall who had driven up from Mewlberia yesterday , spent the night 

in Alexandria a »<* was proceeding to Marshall. She paused to leave 

som paoints for the aritst and to discuss her plans for the future 

couple of months. Mow she envisions getting to Mew York in 

mid March and I wrote a letter to that 5 7th Street gallery handling 

Grandma Moses things to make an appointment • The artist 

will have to paint a window sah a de or two before March to 

go along with some of the pictures I have rounded up for the Manhattah 

doings. 

She didn't have anything much to report regarding 630 St. Ann bui 
did report she had seen James a day ortwo ago and he had reported mat 
Aunt " illie had telephoned from the Bluff and expressed disappointment 
that Carolyn .was not making f the trip with Kay But perhaps 
it is just as well she didn t, since Aunt 'illie is bound to 
be a little tired and will have a» opportunity to relax 
little before Caroline passes that way in March and it is 
possible that the Registers will be busy in Matches at that 
timeso that she can enjoy the visit with someone outside the 
family which Caroline s visit will afford when Kay will have 
returned to the Mississippi Valley• 

. ' i . ^ 







From the FRANCOIS MGNON rAPERS* ffPI~joo3 _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


Thursday, January 10th, 1957 


I was interested to learn that Carolyn had rented 
the attic of her apartment for thirty dollars a month, 
le a ving her but twenty dollars to add to it to make 
up the month's rent and this seems like an exceedingly 
wise move on her part if she must have a flew Orleans 
a partment. And I learned further that she had made 
arrangments with some shop to have wall space on which she 
will display some of her pictures with the shop getting 
one tuird the retail price on all sales. This seems like 
a wise move, too I know not if she has in mind 
hanging a Hunter or two amidst her pictures but if so, 

I should imagine the outlet might be advantageous. 
iy si\-> i »i ,■'■■■■■ • ■•> , J-5 i d '• ;!'• ■ - 

1 did not have an opportunity to cover much ground 
on the Living Primatives which I should have liked to 
do w some w ork with a view to having it taken to 
Philadelphia, along with some Hunter pictures for 

Holiday article but perhaps we shall have an opportunity 
io go into that later. It seems to me she mentioned 
something a bout returning to Hew rleans for 
something or other shortly, but as she felt she 
must dash on to Marshall our conversation wasn t long. 

9 « 

. •* 

I dipped into a bit of Julius Caesar by Affred 
Duggan last night and may have another go at it 
later this evening although think I may have 
a musicals instead, what with My ?air Lady being 
already on the revolving table and a pretty moon to 
make an out of doors musicale altogether pleasant 
tonight. It has been a long time since I have read 
a life of Julius Caesar-, however, and it would do me 
no harm to get brushed up on that gentelman'8 doings, much 
of which I have probably forgotten. I liked to explore 
the site of his cagnp at Melum, be ween Parish and 
Fontainebleau years b a ck and perhaps 1 shall run into 
a reference to the place in this work although 
the present study appears to be a rather brief one. 

«... o«i ;\J . &f.p. *4'4 ./bV’ka iw.o t>rie sear i J 

About 7*30 tonight, a ghost frighteded a ghost 
which was rather amusing. After the news, I decided to 
take my bath before sitting down to this machine. Cald 


■, r • :i ", 1 • * 

Tow letters -will go forward in the mail carrying this one. 

For no reason at all that I can think of, the postman 
made hi* r ounds an hour ahead of schedule this morning and 
I accordingly retained all ^out-going mail to post it 
on the morrow with tonight s batch • 

• 

Our summer weather, as mentioned in yesterday's memo began 


Our summer weather, as menttonea in yesveraay s memo 
to taper off about 8 j30 this morning when I awoke to discover 
the wind had shifted .around to the .'forth and was blowing 
the curtains across my bed, and it was a chill breeze that 
hurtled the thermometer from the 80 s down to the 30 8, 

But the sky remained cloudless and the sun was bright all day but 
it never did warm up much and tonight from where I sit, 
glancing in the direction of the white garden, .it looks 
as much like a mid-winter s night s dream oa last night 
suggested a summer's one. 

..a . ' , . . I 

Joe appeared at the coffee hour this morning and made a statemt 
so naive oa to be almost pathetic. He said he had just been 
talking with Edgar Rogier, a plain, hi 11 -billishet farmer who 
has Iona lived in theFane *iver country and that Mr. Ldgar had 

. J ... _L J _ l_ _ L i J Iia nnti n 77 h TO 
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Friday, January 11th, 1957 


serving that institution in summer and the source of supply for 
heating of the house across the fences blew up a bout 
7 o'clock, i'll bet there's a panic next door a a the lady 
contemplates gasless heaters, —on the coldest night of the year 
Fortunately the house is equipped with electric heaters, too, so 
the^re will not be too much a chill, adn besides, repair squads 
converged from all around to work on the exploded tank but 
the hysteria of the moment ought to be quite impressive, J. H, 
in Hew Orleans and so the audience will be limited so far as 
the panic is concerned, 

i ai'.i ’vji;-. i •i-vj • w i v:C 

I think I did not mention that one day last week, Celeste 
brought me a gift from I, S, Willard, in the form of a 
reproduction of Currier and Ives which I thought very nice 
of I. S. billard. I got q uite a kick out of the circumstance 
of mixed up greeting cards, however, for neatly attached to 
mv gifts, that is to say, wrapped inside it, was a card which 









Sunday, January 13th, 1957 


piled high all over the place and the seasoning will make 
marvelous timber for the ultimate user. 

The mail continues light and I continue to 
make slow progress in catching up with holiday cards. The 
enclosures aren't of any particular interest but I send them 
along regardless, I shall write Bob tonight and 
shall casually imply that a determined pursuit for 
congenial people usually ends up, even as he indicated, with la 
a numbskull from North Michigan and, for comparison's sake and 
a reminder of his offspring, I shall emply the phrase, "as 
in Margaret'8 little hand", the determination to cast about 
for happiness may well be likened unto a pellet of 
mercury w thin the palm of the hand which mysteriously vanishes 
automoatically somehow, the tighter the hand is clasped to 
clutch it the tighter. And if I write to Bob, I had 
better drop Patty a line, too, for I have^no doubt she 
needs some cheering up as much as Bob although, being made 
.of firmer stuff, may not indicate her need so readily, 

• y . i * 

Carmen telephoned me today to mention a line she 
thought x would like. Per cook has been devoting less time f to 
the Brgezeale menage of late becuase of illness in the cook s 
home. It seems the husband had a stroke a couple of days 
ago but does not require constant care, merely t medecine every 

a 1 h . Am -f h a m m ► a 1 n 1 ll a H 1*6 "h J Wirfn + h n 110 It rt 


six the cook explained it, *he didn t have no 

strode of the bones but only of the muscles", for it seems 
that a "stroke of the bones" % makes it impossible for one to 
walk but if it be merely a "stroke of the muscles" one can 
mosey about with difficulty, 

•; i vi - : ■ •)■...£.' < - - * - ‘ 

I talked with Ora o n the telephony this morning, She seems 
to be doing fine but was amazed and delighted when I told her of 
the mulatto nobility cultivating the artist with a view to 
getting her inside the "mulatto caMdral"., But Ora, now a 
member of theCatholic Church, told me that it was her understandin 
i that orders had come.from high up in the^hurch that priests had 
better bestir themselves in the direction of doing something 
a bout such matters or else,,,••»And perhaps the local Reverend 
Fathers have been working on their communcants in consequence 
but it's a spectacle that surprises everyone, except Celeste who, 
of course, knows nothing a bout it, I believe. You would 
think me ytg be amember^gf the at anointed, 


he had entered, a mile a minute and faster since he obviously 
was breaking all sound barriers. Celeste served her mother and 
me some dessert and coffee and I said Goodbye and left, rememberini 
that Madam Regard's present difficulites in large measure are due i 
nerves and concluding to myself that she was certainly in 
the proper place to develops such things. 
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Half an hour later a secretary passed this way and reported 
ttyat 1 (i83 Celeste had just passed him in her fine Cadillac, going 
up he road a mile a minute. Where Uadam R e gard is, I know not, bi 
I'm hoping she got some rest this afternoon although I cannot 
im g ne how, and tonight I shall provide the shoulder for the 
tears and it will all be so wonderful 

I was glad to have the letter from *ames but naturally sorry 
to learn of the death of my old friend, John Martin. He was the 
most distinctive character I ever knew in Hatches. Being the 
youngest child oj General and Hrs. Martin whose home was Montaigne t 
it fell to John's lot to stay with his mother when all the other 
children, much older than he, had left the family nest and through 
his years of intimate associationwith his mother, he somehow 
found himself the recipient of all the a nte bellum w a ys of the 
plantation aristocracy of Adams County, unalloyed and undiluted, 
since, unlike other young men of the post bellum period, he was nei 
exposed to any other life than the ± cloistered refinement of 
Montaingne, and the result, when it bridged over into the middle 
of the 20th century was extraordinary • Beautifully educated and 
possessed of a fine nature and mind, he >was possessed of mannerismt 
one can encounter but rarely in a great artist of the stage 
who tries to re-create a pe>rsociality of another age. But when 
with John, I felt so s tr.ongly that John in his naturalness was 
constantly and forever making a caricuature out of the 
few great actors and actresses I have seen who attempted the 
role with a de ree of success which John was tossing of as a matter 
.of c urse with every Wiord and every gesture. Everyone who was 
mature in the 1850's is now dead and of the succeeding gene ation, 
was the oily person 1 ever knew who-, thorough the circumstances 
of his birth and up-bringing was the epitome of that culture, and, 
unfortunately, we shall never see it again • I am 

glad that John did have one grand romance about which Hatches knew 
little and what they did know, they disapproved since the 
Martins were oy the top of the ante bellum social ladder and the 
object of John s infatuation was the o fspring of a poor 
immigrant. j feel sorry for several people we know because they 
have never had such a s a ving grace as Hon had and in spite of 
hi 8 family misfortunes and his many other unhappinesses, I shall al 
be grateful to (rod for h a ving provided him with the one thing that 
makes everything else seem mighty no Account and picayune • And 
if it should ever, be my luck to *make" Heaven, John M artin will be 
of the people I want to^see real soon after my arrival . 

J' «' 

The Pontalba news in J a mes's letter is arresting. I think they 
would do. better to make their home there for the present than in Ha 


P. S., 

I believe the last line or two blurred. I remarked 
that the negroes today are remarking that for 70 years 
Mi as Hunter has been a member of their Church, —the 
Baptist, but now she has become a Christian. Don't 
you love 


i 
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Memorandum: 
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* Some blue and some white old fashioned hyacinthes graced 
the marble topped table in Miss Cammie s room today as a souvenir 
of her birthday, I reckon she and I were the only o»e« on 
the place, —she in spirit, I in person, who recalled her 
natal day but that would have been quite enough for her, 

I coffee-ed alone with M adam Regard this morning at 9, - 
Celeste having left long before that hour to spend the day in 
Alexandria, She returned a t first dark tonight and took 
off again shortly afterward for a party in { 'anpti, or 
some ol ce beyond Mai 


'fatchitoches, How the cage does spin. 

The morning post brought the enclosure which pussies 
me a little, —but not much, I could discover no reference 
to one or two points I had inquired about when the \ ad V/ lew P aat 
here the other day, —reproductions of Primitive J®*J**W. t 
for the Bixie-Roto and for magasines, but perhaps this letter is 
in the nature of a response although it seems to deal 
exclusively with.other subject. Personally, 

I can't imagine-Mr, Ogden doing another article given ouer 
to reproductions of Hatchitoches scenes so soon aft* r the'October 
double page on that subject generally but I.could be wrong. I 
think the idea a good one and I shall respond by say^ing that 
if Mr. Ogden should find we are too close to October to run 
nother Hatchitoches thing, we miyht suggest a series 
under some such general title as Jauorite auofc 

followed by the name of a ny one of a dosen different towns,such 
Crowley for its Rice Festival, Hew Iberia for Sugar, Whatever plac 

for Ume, Hew Orleans for the Spring Fieata > 3hre l epo J*J, or nd 
Holiday in Dixie, Hatchitoches for the Christmas festival and 
any one or mo re-of ,a doxen places for its Garden festivals. 

Lafayette for its Camellia *how, put on its pow-wow this 
p a st week end, beginning on the 12th. Lt was my understanding 




5 .. 




■ 
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that they were to honor Dr. Rand with s ome sort of an award 
which Blythe was slated to accept which 1 thought very nice 
I shall cast about to see if I cannot find a clipping cover 
it odd we have never yet succeeded in: securing an obituary of ' Dr. 
Rand '3 death, or more precisely, of Dr. Rand, 

I cah't recall if I mentioned last night that I had read a cha 
short book by Rose C~ 


postho 


Memorandum• 

Chilly and cloudy weather has dominated this section, even 
as it has the rest of the country today, and tonight we are 
promised a drizzled that will be converted into ice before 
morning. I guess that will show Hose upstart Chinese 
magnolias and bananas, a .thing or two for h a ving put themselves 
so far out in front. 

That lady who gave upher membership in the Baptist Church 
to become a "Christian" (smile) telephoned me this morning to ask me 
tf I should like to see a pretty picture, I said. I would and 
betook myself across the barren cotton patch to view same. It 
wasn't finished but if it doesn't get out of hand between now and ther 
I think it might constitute a nice item for a 11 sw York show by way 
of rounding out the folksie aspect of the Cane iver primitives. 

It is a Hunter rendition of a wake, and mighty pretty are the 
flowers about the pale blue coffin with its white silk lining, 
not to mention the ^ug of wine which is being put to its proper 
purpose at such a social gathering. The dominant colors thus far 
in the composition are greens, yellows and purples Somehow 
it all seems so logical # ..o. purple wake to balance off m y 
Blue Baptisin'. 

, I think I had better inaugurate a dab of correspondence with 

one or another of the Hew York galleries with a view to doing 
a d a b of business with same in the event that Dr. Kalear or 
however that gent spells his name decidda he wants to keep the randmc 
Moses things going a 'while longer and I must make it n lain 
to that 57th Street house, should they be interested, that a show 
will have to. be put on within a certain time limit and so avoid 
(jetting ta 7 igled up in the trick that William Randolph Hearst was 


Feld, '—"My Aunt Lucienne", —a volume 
that seems much like Harper's at it-best although I believe 
portions of this short tale appeared in The NewYorker some t ime 
back. It is one of thefew books I ever read in which the 
presence of an occasional French word didn’t give the impression 
somebody had clipped same out of a dictinary and tossed them in 
regardless, as in the case, if I recall correctly of the Harnett Ka 
volume on Myra Clark Gaines. 

% ' ‘ ' • KJ ' 

I had breakfast with Juanita this morning. She took off 
for Hatchitoches about 7*50 to pick up her mother at the 
hospital aud drive her back to Conrot. She said the lady doctor, a 
studying the X-Rays, discovered that one of two pins or pegs which 
had been used in fastening together a hip hone that had been 
broken some years b a ck, U a d come to the conclusion that one of them 


Among the negro population there is much buzzing about 
the new conversion. They say Miss Hunter is making frequent 
trips across the river to theCatholic Church. I know not 
if I ever explained that the untutored negroes are very hazey 
ribovt denominations, showing, it seems to me, more sense than 
white folks who seem to comprehend it all. Perhaps the sound 
of the words, s they say them, —"Catholic" and Christian" 
make the two seem identical whereas "Baptist" is 0 horse of 
quite another hue which they know something about but 
a Methodist .or Pre byterian is quite beyond them and better 
left out of all contemplation. Two different negroes today 
remarked to me today that "Clemence has become a Christian and goes 
to Church every day, remarking that for the past 70 years she has 
fa*»cH BaPtie&mii&ecfthtMtiHes ^it'^o^liafofprf^ei^thejap tist 
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Wednesday, Jauary lrfth, 1957. 


• O' ; l 

in public. The artist is appointing me her agent to t ran sact 
all business relating to her Art, so that some sort of business 
can be initiated. The Notary ashed me if I didn't want to 
mention what percentage of compensation I wanted but I declined for 
the primary purpose is to make it possible for the retailer 
to do business with somebody and, naturally the artist would never 
have any traffic with any thing so complicated as a gallery. 

And in view of my visit to her house today and a telephone 
from her* again just before supper, it seemed so* much in 
line with the day's trend that J. H. should remark when 
bending a biscuit that Sister had written him, asking him 
to have the artist paint her a Wash Day and a Baptisin'. 


»\V«i 


J $ JJ 


What with the weather being to dour for the plantation 
to work, four of. the boys went rabbit hunting during 
the afternoon, going into the brush along the base of the Montrose 
hill3. They returned with 20 re a bbits and I reckon 
there is plenty of rabbit gumbo being eaten in at least four 
cabins in the neighborhood tonight. I received an invitation 
for tonight and Puny and Zelma sent me an invitation for tomorrow 
night when they are serving up arepast, based on the five animals 
Peter bagged and brought to them. I never cultivated a mania for 
rabbit and so I think I 3hall decline my invitation but 
in so doing, I shall send along a bottle of wine and that will 


help along with their frolic. 


i- 


Only today did I learn that there was a» automobile a ccident 
half way between Melrose and Magnolia on Saturday morning. 

Three negroes were hastening to Little lh iver expecting to assist 
in the butchering of several hogs, when a tire blewoout, catapaulting 
the car across some ploughed ground and killing one man, father 
of a flock of children, and "bustin' up" the other two • I 
heard no reference to this on the radio but I suppose auto deaths 
are too common to oonstitute news these days. It seems to me 
the radio said last year '3 total high way deaths was fourty thousand, 
hundred which is certainly a scandal. 

•X1 ’ l. 1 «5 > 1 K 'jit: t 1 „ 1 i.'c\ ‘\ *5 *>ii 0 

A book by Senator Kennedy of Massachusetts has come to 
hand.and I must dip into it shortly. .1 believe it has to do about 
distinghished Senators, all the way from John Quincey Adams to 
Norris J believe it is entitled "Profiles in Courage", 

ings go round and round, and 
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There '8 ice on the pot tonight and by tomorrow morning, 

I suppose. Emmet and Erwin will be quacking at dawning 
I for some ice skates that they may disport themselves on top 
of rather than in and under their favorite expanse of 
water • . 3 

The post brought the enclosure and I was sorry to learn that 
Miss Denholme has suffered a mild reaction from the holiday frolic. 

I got a great kick out of the pssudo-religious chicanery 
her letter touches upon in regard to the racket of having to 
pay for Masses for ten years to get a departed soul into 
Paradise. I don't suppose reforms can be expected to be carried 
out along all fronts with equal vigor at the same time but it 
does seem a pity that theCatholic Church, making such a good showing 
in its racial stand, has to be blemished by the tomfoolery of 
such hocue-pokus as indicated in Clara's case regarding her father. 

U.. , r - ■-•■V • , - <- 

And speaking of such doings, it strikes me that present 
Budget, as released, today, contains a couple of such evidences 
ofleger-de-main. I refer to the the basing of the next fiscal 
year's national income on taxes not o» the books, and, I hope, not 
K likely to get there * as in the case of five cent postage for 
letters. I think this is an outrage, expecting first class 
letters to bear the cost of all that second class trash to 
manufacturers clutter up the mails with. I certainly hope 
that bill doesn t get through. And then, too, it strikes me 
I catch a glimpse of further slight of hand business in the 
suggestion that a bill be put through exempting natural 
gass from inter-state controls. It strikes me this bill has the very 
same purpose as the one the President felt he had to veto last 
Spring, merely because there was too much lobbying associated with it 
at that time. It was a millionaire grab then and it is now 
\ and the President, whose integrity I should like to elieve in, 
pussies me by recommending such a measure. I can only conclude 
that either he is licking in * integrity or else he is being 
hood-winnked >y some of the millionaires by or with whom he likes 

‘ >r.aw Executive of his ca,iibre, either 
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happiness 
wonderful 
that some 
Janes had 


There wqs also a letter from Kay, penned at the Bluff, 
which I didn t finish reading. From what I did cover, I gather 
Aunt Willie, on arriving home, took a couple of days out to 
rest, which I should think represented good sense. Kay also 
went into raptures a out the joys of her Christmas holidays, her 
at being with the Registers in Natchez and the 
qualities of the Uahiers menage* She mentioned 
day they might contemplate living in batches but that 
just telephoned to say that they were able to get 
the Pontalba apartment and she was delighted about that and so I 
father they will remain in the Crescent City, and I think 
that for both of them, and especially for her, that is much 
better than moving to Adams County. 

John Kyser t'lephoned me tonight to ask if I had any ideas 
on making Northwestern the repository of the Melrose Library. .1 
told him I had many and urged him to say nothing to anyone about 
the matter before I had acquainted him with certain aspects of 
the problem before he made his first move. Isn't it 
strange how often 1 have to take up the cudgle to fight for 
the preservation of Melrose. 

I had coffee with both ladies across the fence this 
morning c->d was glad to note that in the opinion of the younger one 
we are, as of the moment, living in the best of all kinds of 
worlds and e erythipg is perfectly darling. She asked me 
if she had read a certain jetter, or rather, jf she had read 
n certain letter to me and, as she had not, she did so forthwith. 

It was from little Miss Lee to whom I feel bound to write to 
congratulate her upon its excellence in every details, and to 
laugh a little with little Miss Lee over the. nature of the 
Christmas gift she received from t.is quarter, for, 
if i understood the reading correctly, the gift was in the 
nature K of playing cards, surely nice in themselves, I 
a „ sure, but puzzling to me as to when little Hiss Lee 
even though she felt the inclination to use them, might 
ever find the opportunity. 

On the Art front, CL called attention to the s mewhat 
strange composition the artist had contrived in the recent Wake 
she had tossed off for me, —I called it to the attention 
of an old friend passing this way today. He surprised me by saying 
he had already seen it and then e xplained he had been at 
the artist's house last night when she, as he explained, a little b 


Thursday, January 17th, 1957, 


. s -I ;o o ■ 1 > ' s'" ' . ; / - 

Memorandum ; 

A nice, bright winter was upon us all day, 
and in spite of the brilliance of the sun, the thermometer 
never did get above the 50th degree mark. The ice on 
the big pots, I discovered, was a little ove an inch 
thick when I. went to break a hole through it to 
give the gold fish a chance to get some fresh air and 
tonight, under a big it moon, the white garden is whiter 
than ever nder it3 heavy coating of frost. 

Needless to say, the little clouds of pink that "hoovered 
over the tops of the Chinese magnolias have all vanished 
but below them within a week, I suppose, new clouds will 
put in an appearance. 

Imagine my surprise in finding myself in town 
this noon. The clerk had to run in to a ttend to 
some business and so I rode along in order that I 
might transact a dab of business with Millspaugh. 

I was impressed by news I heard while in town, --to 
wit that Celeste has changed her mind and is really ^ 
going to make the flight around South Ame ica with J. H. 

I believe they ta)Ce off on the 50th. I had had 
coffee with the ladies across the fence and both seemed 
in good spirits, due in part, ferhaps, that a vacation 
was in prospect for both ladies. 

I finally got Kay's letter read and shall 
enclose it herewith. I gather that she was in 
a gay frame of mind when she wrote and I m glad she 
contemplates the Pontalba apartment with pleasure. 
Something tells me she will be happier in New rleans than 
she ever would be in Natchez since she doesn t re-act 
to ante bellum houses and would not, 1 think, find the 
type of society in Natchez that would suit her 
very well. - * 
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Friday, January 18th, 1957 


On my return from town, I found Andy waiting to 
give me a hand and some g rdening and our afternoon 
was a busy one and not even the telephone interrupted once 
beca< se it was out of order, a house up the road having 
burned last night, damaging the cable, 

t When I started for supper at 5, Andy announced that 
a lady was just arriving, It turned out to be 
that ^arshalj . woman., who had tried !, to elephone but 
had had ho success in re a ching me, In Hate hi to hes 
she had tried again and had been told that a house at 
Melrose had burned and cut the connections, Naturally 
she, envisioned one of the houses within the gardens and so 
was happily relie ed when she arrived to find them 
all intact,. 


It was about 87 here this morning, and as the cold seems 
to have been traveling southward, it was down to about 81 in 
the Lafayette-New Iberia neighborhood, I am.so glad they 
held their Camelia show in Lafayette last week before Jack Frost 
had ruined the flowers. 

Madam R gard is in bed again with a cold but that 
doesn t seem'to have dampened her daughter s enthusiasm for life 
in general, A couple of weeks back the same sort of sniffles 
on he r mama's part was a handy excuse for not making the South 
American jaunt but the present indisposition doesn t seem to cut 
jj»/ ice in that direction, now that the trip apparantly 
has been determined upon. It would seem odd in any other 
person that she has never mentioned the trip to me but I 
imagine that the continent of South America in her mind is more o 
less just a expanse of nothing in particular and 

therefore merits much lesi chatter thax a skip up to 
Natchitoches or down to Alexandria, 

I saw Pat at .breakfast and got the notarised appointment 
on behalf of the artist wherein I am named her business agent. 
Strictly interpreted, this would place the sale of everything she 
creates in my hands but naturally I have no intention 0 J 
qettinq into her enterprises except i n negotiating contracts 
for bigger and better exhibitions and the sales resulting 
from such, plus the settling of such points as / adl ° 
oroarms and the like, —none of which she could comprehend, let 


We had an opportunity to knock out several lines of 
endeavor regarding two or three different undertakings 
the primitives, the Picayune articles and the musical show 
she has in mind, I think the latter, has small chance of 
coming to anything but the point is tttat with the Hastings 
House hook coming out, ahe feels that a good plot for 
t musical with a Louisiana setting might be the opportune 
thing to present to some producer or other with whom 
she has some connection in Mnahattan, I believe she 
now envisipns going to New York sometime between the 10th and 
80th, but I feel that is subject to change without notice, to 


I am writing the 53 Street Museum of Modern Art and 
that Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney museum on 8th Street, 
explaining that I am considering releasing some primitive 
art in the metropolitan area shortly and that as I 
live so remotely from Madison Avenue, I am wondering if 
they would care to give me the names of galleries 
interested in such a type of thing, —galleries that are 
r p table. Perhaps they will decline which is alright, 
and again, pe h a ps they may have personal acquaintances in such 
g'alleri s that might impell them to recommend one or the 
other, —names which would be nice to have in case the 57th 
Street Grandma Moses number should be hesitant. There's 
a bare chance, of course, that even one or the other 
of these museums themselves might he interested and so 
I think such an approach worth while. And so Carolyn spent the 
night in town and headed out for New Orleans early before and I 
suppose she will follow the same plan this time,,,,,, 
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alone initiate. 

I saw Carolyn'3 car at the artist '3 house about 10 
this morning # I contacted her and had her take three Hunter canuases 
to Hew Orleans with her to be used as a possible article in 
the ‘I'imes Picayune, One of them has to be cleaned, —some shelhac 
spots removed, and one has to be shellaced and all three will 
h~ve to be photographed if used for a Dixie-Roto story, 

Carolyn said she wanted to get to Hew Orleans before dark and 
accordingly departed, —I suppose, — before 11, as I 
left her at the artist's house, during the morning, 1 
had taken the opportunity to knock off letters to the Rockefeller 
Museum of Modern Art and the Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney instituion 
on 8th Street, enclosing in e n ch letter a dab of printed 
data on the artist and requesting them if it did not violate 
their custom, to recommend or at least'to list the names of a few 
Manhattan galleries that might be interested in the Hunter 
creations. It seems to me it does no harm to start in at 
the top in such matters and there is always a chance that 
one or the other Museum might be sufficiently intered 
i n the possibilities as to call their existence to the attention 
of some acquaintances they might have in the Art world, 

I made my letter very brief, leaving the printed material ,- 
also limited, to tell the story but 1 did stress in a single Sentence 
the dual value of these creations, both as to artistic merit and 
to the record they present of vanishing American folk ways. 

Pure artists, 0 course, always disdain any consideration except 
the quality of the painting but I am inclined to think that 
most people, including the custodians of galleries find con¬ 
siderable appeal in subject matter, too. It will be interesting 
to see what if anything comes of these inquiries, 

i . , ■ - '■ , 

Carolyn came up with another venture <jkout which I hadn t 
heard before, —something G iout photographing operations 
by air 0 the off-shore oil companies .VJ -4o»i t recall having 
heardabout this project and I didn t ask any^^jlestions. 

I did learn, however, that her proposed mid March trip to 
Manhattan has now been postponed until the last half of *pril 
nd it would surprise me not at all if April or before, the trip 
was postponed until autumn, I believe the Hastings House book is 
scheduled for publication in April and perhaps that is why she 
has put off her trip until then* K 
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Sunday, January 20th, 1957, 


es 


Memorandum• 

Our winter has fled, —temporarily, at least, followed 
bv a little sprinkle of rain last night and nothing but 
blue skies and balmy breeze from the Gulf today. It has been 
strange that the usual weather reports I hear concerning Manhattan 
h n ve not come through during the past ten days but I d^her 
from broader reports that the whole East coast has been having 
a rough time of it, 

I continue digging down into Christmas cards and got a 
acknowledged today, including one from Mr. aud^rs. Willi am ug 
from Little Rock, Arkansas, of all places. I don t reca11 1 
sent any of their correspondence along to you but S0 A 
that they sold their home and their business in ^tlejock becaus 
they wanted to make their home in warmer climes, --especially 
Louisiana, which impelled them to buy a piece of ground on 
the Gulf at Serasoto, Florida where they built a house and sold 
immedi/tely to go to Hew Orleans which they dec ided would be 
a nd purchased a house accordingly, only tos ell it to go ^Lake 
Charles to a ssist in some business a relative had le fl*° nl V to 
dispose of it and return to Hew Orleans, —after which £« 
correspondence broke off. And now comes this c 
asking'me to write, leading me to believe they have 
to make their home. I like them both so much but I can t put much 
Itock in any friendship that is based on people so migratory. I 
rn glad to write then, but * have long since given up all U °P* 
of ever feeling the friendship can mean so much since gypsying 
°f. fmtiZg llre for ue to Jon*or a >out Uan to got tntorostod ... 

I believe it was one night last week I was delighted to 
’ hpar a radio announcer on some musical program state that 
the next tw 0 “tens on the program were.renditions by George 

sqyingaltogetUer entrancing • 


» 
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Dinner across the fence today was almost a transcript of 
last Sunday's hut on a different Key, --something a bout 
the necessity of getting shots and what not for the impending jaun 
I was asked to pass by the house at 3 to indulge in the Wide, Wide 
World progam which I did and was glad to find that the storm had 
passed, I took a place wher 1 thought I could make something out i 
the doings on the screen but was told that the angle at which I wo i 
be viewing the thing was not advantageous and that a place had beei 
especially prepared for me in the corner of the room opposite 
the space occupied by the TV set, which is between the front door 
the fire place, with me being stationed near the door to M a dam Regc 
bedroom. At such a distance I could see precisely nothing, —not 
even a shadow on the screen but I enjoyed listening to D a ve Garawa 
script and was glad to echo the thought that this or that scene wa 
perfectly darling, 

Mildred u ningham sent me the enclosed clipping which I 
take to be from the Alexandria Town Talk of this past week and 
seems to indicate Melrose was mentioned in sne talk or other in 
thatcity. 

This noon, when I picked up the receiver to dial a number, 

I heard the artist's voice }n n uiring:"Why don t 
you join (pronice jine to rime with nine), leading me to assume 
the artist was doing a d a b of proseliting by telephone, And 
the response was the voice of a trashy young negress living up 
the road, respond • . 

"You never know when Death's a-comin ',, ,Sure God you don't, 
and I guess 1 might's well be.half way on the road to ^eaven 
by joinin' (still sounding like nine-ing( to get me 
there that much quicker. 

Something tells me there's going to be a ripple on the calm 
surface of the hdedged-in mulatto c ongregation, once Miss 
Hunter really gets to work with her cards and all • 

J, H, was in Shreveport on Friday to deliver plantations earnij 
to Sister for her annual share of profits. On Saturday night at 
supper he told Eugene and me that the Bedlam in that household 
was beyond belief. It must have been at quite a pitch for Celeste 
told me tonight he had told her the same thing and usually he neve 
mentions doings in.that direction to her.^ 

A catalogue has come to hand, from The D luff, - being coverai 
send it along shortly for your delectation . 
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Monday, January Blst, 1957, 


Memorandum• 

, It's summer again with all doors open and an 
inch of ain falling gently and the promise of more 
thing for the morrow. 


of the same 


On the religious f ront, there seems to be quite 
a fermentation among the negro Baptists in the 
direction of the Catholic Church. Some of my negro 
friends tell me they think the impulse for this switch stems most 
from an impulse on the part of many of the people to move up 
one step of the ladder, under the impression that the mulatto 
represents a higher plane on the social ladder and those who tell 
me so are inclined to be scornful of the trend ahd the mulatto to 
boot. I can well imagine there must be considerable consterna¬ 
tion in the ranks of the mulatto congregation as they view their 
solid phalanx of coffee color being challenged by cafe noir . 
Whether their fear of Rome will keep them going to their 
former Church is something that will have to be decided as 
time marches on but there s no doubt in my mind that at 
least some of them will prefer giving up Church attendance altoge 
or founding a Baptist Church of their own to replace 
their former spiritual center • 

I couldn't help smiling to myself whena member of the 
ancient mulatto aristocracy came to see me today, asking if it 
would be possible for her to meditate in the Chapel of the 
Blessed Martin for a little while. Thus the sanctuary contrived 
for the use of the Catholic negroes who were repelled by the mula 
congregation becomes the haven for those self same mulattoes who 
are beginning to feel they are being submerged by the people they 
have so long disdained. I responded that theChapel was for the 
use of anyone who cared to commune in peace and a half hour 
later, the same cafe-au-lait lady appeared at my door again, this 
time to say how much comfort she had experienced during her medit 
and asked if she and her daughter might pass this way together on 
the morrow. Howwonderfully the circles are rounded out and how g 
I am that the Chapel continues to serve human needs. 

9 T*»VJ‘.v: - »»*»••»' « ,n t ‘ 
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Tuesday, January 22nd, 1957 


By chance, I turned on my radio before dinner, 
just as Mr, Eisenhower was taking his second oath as Pres.dent, 

In the speech that followed, it seems to me he struck a new note b. 
extending his salutation to other people than merely the 
citizens of the United States, —a distinctly new slant, 
it seems to me, T thought the speech a good one f o»d could 
well imagine that people like Senator ffolan wasn t liking it 
much and that the late Senator Taft must have been turning 
over in his grave, 

I 

The artist came to see me this a f ternoon. She didn t have 
much by way of news but quite a lot by way of gossip She said sh 
walked to *'hurch yesterday, morning but that after MaSs, May Baltha 
drove her home in her car. I never thought I would live to see th 


Memorandum 


I have a. book by Harold Lamb concerning the discovery 
of America which strikes me as being rather dull but as nothing el. 
i3 to hand, 1 reckon I shall read a little tonight before 
tuning in on the Inaugral Ball t __or are there four of- them. 

This afternoon everpody o» the plantation went to town to get 
what I believe is the final allotment of commodities, issued last 
summer to local residents when this area was declared a disaster 
Area. It was interesting to see how many drove in their own cars 
Melrose from remoter situations on t he plantations, parked their c> 
b the store and then traveled to town in the plantation truck to 
the rice, corn meal, cheese and whatever else this go-round contaii 
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appearance of criminels. 

As might he expected, the talk ove the coffee cups 
this morning iuas concentrated exclusively on what the ladies 
had seen in the field of clothes, as view by TV and 
its p ctorial ecord of the Inauguration, Celeste has 
always been very enthusiastic about 1tr.s. Eisenhower 
but she thought the hat she wore in the parade was very 
unbecoming . Pictures had not been seen of the lady in 
her Inaugural B r ll gown but it was generally a greed allaround 
that a person has to be exceptional who can wear beings and 
r swanky evening gown and succeed in being impressive, 

When I heard that the wife of the Uce President wore a 
gown of ice blue, I felt the ice part was 
h rmonious with the office. 

Someone remarked that in the male participants in 
the .parade, there appeared to be the greatest mass of 
Homberg hats ever witnessed in such festivities, I 
assumed that the high silk, stove pipe, hat business was 
ruined completely and probably forever when, four years 
a go, the President selected a Homberg to wear m the 
parade. I have no doubt there have been plenty of 
newspaper and magazine articles written since then, detailing 
the collapse of the high silk ,hat business and I 
should imagine a well written article on that subject might 
be mighty interesting. Something under the 
general title of "Presidential Head Gear might 
well undertake todelineate the changes from Washington 
to Eisenhower that would be instructive. In the 
matter of pants, I suppose all the Presidents wore 
knee br tches from Washington through Monroe, and 
possibly Andre Jackson, and I suppose as much might ee saia 
for the hats. I am under the impression *artin van 
Buren may h a e worn a beaver hat and there were so many 
pictures of Lincoln in a stove pipe that possibly 
the ke a ver metamorphosed into the high silk number. 

The lines changed from time to t ime but the mam idea 
persisted, and some people c uld wear them to dvantage 
and some couldn't. I always thought Theodore Roosevelt 
looked particularly silly in a stove pipe while Wilson, 
Harding and F.. D. R. wore them to advantage I must say, 
however that I recall a pi ture of Wilson in a highsilk 
hat and a racoon coat and that combination was dreadful. 

Bu generally speaking, *ilson, Harding and F. D. H. 

ms in 

off on 8uch a tacky subject . 
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Memorandum• 


W- 




It was 3 2 this morning and, what with a heavy 
cloud coverage all day, it never did warm up much and 
will be below freezing again toni ght. 


always like 
attend some 


This noon *. H. had dinner with us, which 1 
Celeste had gone to town to dine with one group, 
gathering afterwards and then to a tea after that. J. H. 
said he had had a telephone from Sister, —yesterday, I believe, 
saying •■that her son, John, had been all broken up in oi accident. 

He said it tumid out that John had broken his arm playing football 
a »d was doing alright. 

% ’ A , . • C K 

I passed bye to see Madam Regard along akout 3 this 
afternoon and we had a nice chat „ The Reverend Earl Wiggin 
thePresb terian Church in town dropped in just as I was 


of 

starting to leave and so he 
an hour's- chat. I like the 
our talk-never got anywhere 


walked with He over here for 
man very much and although 
ip particular, it was pleasant. 


interruption 




Carmen just telephoned from her home. •She wanted to 
report on the Executive Meeting of the Hysterical Women for 
the Preservation of Hdtchitoches or whatever the society is 
called. Everybody was in a tizzy before the meeting 
was called, fearing that Madam Beaufort might get 
elected to the Board, meaning that nobody could work with 
her. She was nominated for some office but my some sort 
of hocus-pokU3, a motion was made to re-elect the entire 
slate which was immediately effected, and so that association 
has another year's breathing spell 

•> \ ' o * V • 1 J ' e .... £ 9. ° ^ •• ' 

t The artist, having no one to dial her phone, sent 
a grand child over to ask me to come to look at some painting 


I 
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she was doing. There was a nice bouquet of flowers, — 
zinnias, in a gray blue bowl, but her background of 
a blueish gray tended to rob the fine flowers of some 
of their value. And then there was a baptisin' on 

that U Mar^n^ e U)fiicU » (jMagine, she ,may have been doing for 
that Marshall woman, although I didn t inquire. It ran the 

long way of the shade and seemed alright in its unfinished 
state although there was one feature that was odd. 

iH tUeir white roies ia moving 

across the bottom of. the picture with two black clad deacons 

deacons are acrobats and are merely doing a p bit of practicing. 

I learned from Doreatha, the cook, today, of the latent 

WT fter 1 +hl n n Ue i Card cuttin 9 business. It seems that one Sunday, 
tit” U * n *wly converted Christian" had returned home from V 

oM fT/pnrf f° lks :f her neighbor, Hina Brown, mother of my 
tiiah at thl hnnV °!! d i a l d kiH folk re P° rt e<* that Hina had J been 
couldn't be locato r, V n< * ht and Uad disappeared and 

of the rail t rJu TUls l mus J * Uave reminded the card cutter 
riti:,:, of Joe Morin who drowned on Christmas Eve, for after 

ttie f l*iZS U + n ' x \" 9 .though her deck of cards, she came up with 
tha t hnawaa indeed in the'river. There was much 
the ilii 9 ± C :V UrnaU V lt And Uen on Monday Hina telephoned from 
Theartist L *. xp j inin 9 »ou2d hUe later in the daV. 

she had fa l ^>e explained'hit'error by remarking that 

she had to have a new deck of cards to be able to read them 

h 1 tU + Xnk p 1 mU3t U11 Uer a°nt the Delphic Oracle and 
tie len»Ynf her t0 { 0 ™ ulate answers in such cases so that 

M.rprttalien’ V *** cards >e »*•" “ *ouH. 


<;; 


Inteef'ill™ 6 , circumstances, I guess it is no wonder her 

a» uJt'Ts 3 “iY tlMt T U ‘ 'Wo couple Uave an heir or rati, 
a> neiress. it seems strange I never heard of anyone, with a niem tr, 

escaping taxes, became a citisen of Monaco. I'm surprised a flock 
of American millionaires haven^t done *«. * surprised a flock 


Ui 


.A 


Thursday, January 24th, 957. 


Memorandum: 

Our misty, sprinkly weather continues and the cool is 
of. the 40-ish variety, keeping vegetation stationary and the mois&ii 
standing us in good stead against drought times ahead. The ' 

forecast is for a rainy week end and if the rain drops fall as 
geAtly as during the past couple of days, the ground will 
easily absorb it all. 

In spite of the mists and low ceilings > *>. H. is 
flying from Shreveport at midnight for St. Louis 
where he will attend a Cotton Council meeting, returning 
Monday, I believe. That will give him Tuesday at home and 
it is on Wednesday, I suppose, that he and Cele ste will 
take off for Sout America. I haven't been briefed on 
their itinerary but J. H. did tell me that they fly from Hew 
Orleans to San Salvador which somehow struck me as odd as 
I had assumed most planes going south went either via 
Mexico City or Venzuela. I suppose from San Salvador it will 
be Panama for the next top and these to Quito, Equador, and so on. 
And mention of 7ensuela recalls to mind that I read something 
in Charles'Lamb's book about the discovery of America that 
Venauela got its name from the Spanish, —"Little Vencie", and 
somehow I had never associated the name of the one 
place with the other. 

Ora telephoned to jay she had had to give up a trip 
to Aiixandria with some of her friends today, what with a cold that 
was keeping her in bed. She said she had felt well enough 
read and had thoroughly enjoyed Ro3e Feld s "My Aunt Lucienne". 

She also said that her daughter, Ann, is moving from Baton 
Rouge to Hatchitoches this week end and is making use of the 
trailor service to haul her things up this way, what with the 
plantation sending down a truck to -which the trailor or is it trailt 
is attached in Baton Rouge. I had not known about this service 
which seems to have been .in .operation for years and so 1 have no 
doubt you are thoroughly familiar with it. It seems that any 
place in the country, one can rent a trailer and the owning company 
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attaches it to your car or truck for you and you pay them five dol. 
in the present case, at least, and when you have reached your 
destination, you take the trailer to some local filling station, 
designated p the company, where the thing is detatched for you and 
parked and you go on your way and the company picks it up. 

It sounds like an excellent service and l'm glad it is 
n vailahle to everyone everywhere. 

Ora a 2so mentioned that the Greyhound has already announced o 
is about to announce that passengers cars can be rented at 
their bus stations so that a person going, say, from flew ork to 
Washington or Dallas to Hew Orleans, may le a ve hiscar at home, bei 
n ble to obtain a ar at the bus stop at his d estination for jg use 
in the locality when he arrives. I have long know of "Rent-a-car" 
services in many 
coupled with the 
h a udy. 


Friday, January S5th, 1957, 


cities but I had not heard a bout it being 
bus service and it, too, soundsmighty 


It is good being able to report thatMadam Regard 
is feeling so much better. I think ashe is,looking forward 
to her month's vacation with her kin folk in South Louisiana. 

It was interestint that she hasn B t heard of the growing numbers , 
of commuicants ,in her Church and, so far as 1 know, L e j e ste hasn t 
either. I don t ecall if I mentioned that the Reverend 
Wiggins, the Natchitoches Presbyteriai minister, dropped in 
yesterday a fternoon ^ We had a pleasant sitting but I 
regretted he couldn t tell me anything about 
Dr. Schweitzer's symposium on St. Paul, a book which I 
have never read but which I hope to eventually and it would 
have bee.n. nice to hear a Presbyterian's opinion on the 
work. He called on Madam Regard after le ving here and she 
told me she was so pleased that when he got r eady to leave, he 
made a p brief prayer, even as he had when leaving me, and 
it pleased her so much but, I think, confused her a little. 

I gather she has never had a priest say a prayer after calling 
on her and for one to be offered by a Protestant in 
a Catholic home took her by surprised but she liked it. 

P t spent the day at home, __a» upset stomach. 

There 3eems to be a seasonal go-round of colds or la grippe 
in a mild form. Let us pause for a moment to knock 
wood and voice the hope that it may not hobble our 
own a ccustomed rounds...... 

! 'if ■ rut* 1 ‘ «o t • *' 


Memorandum 


i 


h H ^ W + ni f e >t0 di3C0uer a fulsome envelope in a familiar 

hand in today s post. I guarantees, such a happy week end for me. 

4 ,*+?**? hal i at St. Mathew's School tonight has drained 

the bnitnt*n S f‘ e + 1 f etarieS ^ a nd as FatUer “Oble came when I had reached 
f 4 .t he 3ec ° nd P a 3 e of letter from Lyme, I 
unn *an P i envelope in the armoir awaiting the morrow, so 

you can readily see with what impatience I look forward to Saturday. 

the Lord little Miss Lee may never worry a bout the 
ihni-L !!!!*" dlrect communications and as I feel instinctively 
T fl* h i n ,*! 9le P ath V recevmg set works as perfectly os mine, 

so f nedtU, fill C0H3C J 0U3 °f ttie Perfect mental liason which 

so neatly fill m between the written word. In a way, I am 

l h A h n ° re c . on *ent when I realize that this feeling is present at 
both terminals, for just to know that each station is P in perfect acci 
makes me feel that the Lyme station is the more at peace when 
v reall2ed that the other station is happy in the thought that 
abseiice of a written word indicates merely that the telepathy is 
working just that much more actively. riepavny is 

It was thoughtful of little Miss Lee to share the seasons 
greeting card from Shreveport and I am glad to know about the 
remembrance from the elderly lady. She had shown me the cards she 
planned to send, saying' that she found them just as beautiful as 
the one for whom they were intended. I find it inspiring to have 
so many evidences through her conversation that you are forever in he 
thlffi n*° she of ten remarks, —and often out of a clear sky, - tha 
she thinks you the lovliest person she has ever been privileged to kn 

You , a8ked what I found in my s tocking from across the fence. It 
® o a °J 8 °: ndal3 wltfl 0 cclrd indicating they were from Celeste, 
tfadaw fle^ard and-/. H. I had been asked what size I preferred and wh 

i 1 ? hem one or two 8lze8 larger than my shoes, —which is 

a and a half, she proceeded to get asize somewhat smaller, a s the cle 

111 - E* oiio - i;1 64 r.' iio. oi 4 *1 .<* ' * 4 


9 
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told her that it was always better to buy smaller sizes than 
the shoe size when purchasing sandals. 

I'm 30 glad you like the miniature apothecary jars which 
are modern copies of the larger antique ones. 1 got them from 
an Indiana manufacturer, after learning from a doctor that 
some drug house up yonder had had these reproductions in reduced 
size re-created. I know not if'they hav ever gone on the 
market but should imagine they might enjoy a certain vogue if they 
did. I had made three unsuccessful efforts to secure the food 
coloring dyes well before Christmas hue something went wrong 
every time. I could only laugh to myself when the third effort 
failed, for I had finally a sked Ora to buy some for me in town which 
she did but then was taken ill and couldn t deliver the dyes 
to me but finally she and R. B. drove down here the Saturday night 
before Christmas to bring the purchase and a Christmas gift to 
me, and as 3 he and R. B. handed me the gi t, she gasped a little, sa 
that she had left the dyes at home. Being determined that the 
coloring matter was an important part of the gift, I 3imply let 
the holiday season sail on until I could round up such an 
insignificant element that seemed to me should go with the 
jars. 


Or* 


This noon we were all quite surprised when J. H. telephoned, 
that he wa3 in Shreveport, whereas we had assumed he had flown to 
St. Louis at midnight. The cloud coverage was so great that 
planes were all grounded and although he had been to Sister s in 
the evening, he retreated from the non-functioning air port 
to a hotel to avoid the Bedlam that he knew would be obtaining 
in the menage of the kin folk. 


say 


I think I mentioned above that Father Robel 
at secretary time. Some Catholic paper is going 
account of Miss Hunter becoming a Christian and 
could help him with some of the details, 
and I shall try to get a copy of the 
a February first issue, I believe. 


called on me 
to publish an 
he wondered if L 
Naturally I was enchanted 
article which will appear in 


I asked Father Robel how the Mulatto congregation was taking 
the advent of deeper color. He said the older members were making 
3 trange faces but the others didn t seem'to register anything which 
is probaily what the reaction is in white circles across the country, 

Again my thanks for a splendid week end and do try to catch your 
whenever possible........ 


8419 


Sunday, January S7th , 19 57. 


Memorandum: 

It has been 8Uch a ^leasan t week end, thanks to 
the balance of Saturday 8 opportunity to read the 
balance of your letter in Friday's post and then to re¬ 
read the whole letter again at a single sitting on this 
Sabbath, and to run through the clippings concerning the 
points covering the Mason-Dixon Line which contained much 1 
did not know and the summation of the E. Roscoe Murrow See 2 

You ask about the tentative date MissRamsey has set foi 
her Manhattan visit and in response may I say that when 
she passed here the other day she mentioned the last 
two weeks in April which is the d ate set for the publication 
of her book by Hastings House. I think she said its title u 
be "Bayou Cajuns" or something equally unimaginative. 

,« ** I > " V* ').'•» i * • u • * I • • t a. C# '•* • \ 

She has such G tendency to push dates b a ck that I 
never give an specific one more than secondary consideration 
as a confirmation will usually come up with another alterati 
I shall, however, let you know when, if ever, 1 discover wht 
she actually plans to leave Louisiana which may help d eterm\ 
some precise week, although if she goes via The Bluff, 
the latter will probably tend to keep her arrival date uncer 
so far as Manahattan is concerned. It is certainly 3weet oj 
you to suggest the theatre which 1 know she likes to much bi 
may I hasten to add thatif, because of uncertainty as to 
dates, you both should decide merely to dine togeher, you 
both will undoubtedly find no end of things to talk about sJ 
that the evening will gallop along fast enough without any 1 
of tucking in a theatre, too. I should know her hotel addre 
in advance of her departure from Hew Orleans, —perhaps awe 
she reaches Manhattan, and thus you. may be able to establish 
contact with her shortly after her arrival and, should the 
initial meeting prove pleasant, you may be a ble to arrange o 
later, assuming she stays for a week or two. 
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I certainly got a Denhome margin on the other side of 
this sheet, and. speaking of that lady, I enclose a letter from 
hep a d one from ames 
spelling in the proper name he 

I have had to hold up Hiss Nellie's letters awaiting a seen 
who could read them. This I have now accomplished and 1 m glad i 
say she appears to he qbright and I'll send some of her things 
a long shortly. 

The flatchitoches Enterprise editor, Mr. Beckerman, telephone 
me on Saturday, saying a man had jU3t arrived from Dallas, sent 
flatchitoches by his Hollywood main office to get an over all 
concept of the Natchitoches, town and country, layout, a nd 
asking if i could make some suggestions covering such an order, 
recommended clippings from the Chamber of Commerce files, includi 
some Picayune articles and the editor said he had already securec 
... copy of the article 1 did for the Festival number at Christmas 
a couple of years back and that he was also glad to say the 
scout wanted the cook book. I have notified a couple oj people 
in New Orleans and Hollywood c oncerning this perking up of 
movie industry interest in the Natchitoches scene and we 
shall see what we shall 3ee. 

I sat with Madam Regard for a couple of hours, as between 
8 and 10 last night while Celeste was out. Celeste and Dee Herti 
went to town at noon yesterday to play cards and returned at 
7:45 last night, just as the telephone was ringing to say 
that Mrs. Hymen Cohen, at the plantation just below here, had 
just expired and so Celeste and Dee wanted to go down there for 
h„lf an hour". Madan Regard and 1 thus had a fine time to 


Monday, January 28th, 1957 


of that lady, I enclose 
I know you are going to enjoy the remarh 
mentions in that one. 


Memorandum: 


The weather is amasing t being full summer in this 
part of Louisiana with all doors and windows open while Shrevepor 


i8 20 degrees cooler and much sleet and ice in adjoining 
Texas. Our forecast is for more summer on the morrow and 
cooler Wednesday. With the last two weeks of January usually 
the time / rough weather in the ulf area, we appear to be slid 
through with Spring-like gentility while a hundred miles up the 
road it'8 quite a different tune. 

. Mr. Beckerman telephoned me tonight to say he knew no more 
about the Hollywood request for paritculars regarding the 
flatchitoches lay-out than he cjid on Saturday and that the man 
in quest of the material didn t know either, although as 
a member of a Dallas advertising cone rn that handles the 
Universal account, he did say that it was Universal that 
had requested the data. I assume, even as in the old days, 
when one film company bei/ins doing a certain type 
of picture, all the others get on the band wagon and 
since ' "* * 

shot, 
is following suit. 

This morning they buried Miss Lolly, —the widow Cohen. 

The services were in town and burial was there, too. I did 
not attend but should have been ^glad to, had Celeste invited me 
accompany her. I am und^r the impression, however, that she 
was taking some of her girl friends with her and probably 
planned a frolic in town afterwards, as M a dam Regard did not pit 
to participate in the services, and on that slim chance of not 
being asked, I was glad to be able t a "stay put". I 
shall d rop the family a letter of condolence tonight and that 
will be that. 

Uiss v olly was a kind person tfut I always thought her 'way 
off the track when, on her husband s death, at which time she 
discovered that the Jake Cohen who had been serving her as 


all the others get on the band wagon and 
there seems to have been two or three pictures 
—I know not by which companies, apparantly Un 
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Tuesday, January 29th, 1957, 


.4 ft 

ff I 


yard man and chauffeur all these years, was her husband s 
offspring by a negress, she insisted on her sons who took over 
the operation of the plan ation forcing Jake to mqve, a long 
with his wife, children and grandhildren. It didn tseem to 
me fair to Jake and after 40 years of having Jake as her servant 
3 he must have realised,that she herself was undoubtedly the only 
in the parish who didn t recognize Jake as her step son, for 
the Lord knows, vake was a picture of Hymen in a sepia edition. 


has 


Tonight's news g a ve some space to the fact that Hew ork 
refused to give a public reception to the Arabian 
King who a rr.ives on the morrow and there seems to be some 
mounting oppostion in Congress to the prob a ble invitation 
the *resident will extend to Marshall Tito, I was 
surprised and disappointed to hear Seantor Douglas of Illinois a 
week ago say he would not attend the meeting if Congress invited 
Tito to address it, I lament all this business both on 
the part of official - ,J ew lork and Congressional Washington. 

I find it b a d manners and rqorse politics. It appears to be 
a hold over of the Puritanism . I recall there was somq talk abo 
not letting the King of Egypt visit this country and I m 
amazed that Hiss Bergman made it the other day, nd I think 
the brevity of her visit somehow bvvke the ice in her case so th 
will not be an uproar by some discontented flock of ladies, shou 
she return. When one polttican thinks he can adopt a 
n holier than thou" attitude, that politician should be sat on, I 
I am hoping some of the columnists and editorial writers 
will speak their pieces with vigor, if ax y of them chance to 
feel as I do, —that it s high time we as a nation be$an 
acting civilized if, as we seem to want to do, we really want 
to have satisfactory relations with the other nations of the 
worlk, E, Roscoe Murrow is so inclined toward editorializing, 

I should thin * this might be a good subject to which he might ad 
himself. Tonight he did talk as though he subscribed to the 
Henry Ford San Francisco speech, made today. So did it, 

1 think we ought to cultivate rather than cuff Tito and 
I think it's high time we recognized Red hina which certainly 
any redder than Soviet Russia, Hut forgive me for getting 
off the track on this some.what dull matter. I guess the 
sudden summer weather must have got into my perruke »••••••• 


»t i 


Memorandum j 

Our summer weater continues but we are promised 
more dews and damps and a cold East wind for the morrow, 
i i -;r Hi 

J. H. got back from St. Louis this noon. Even as when 
he headed out for the place, so when he returned, no planes were 
operating into or out of St. Eouis I guess that covers 
n bout five days which must have upset many a traveling 
schedule for air travelers. J. H. 3iad the trains, of course, 
were crowded and, he'noted in passing, that train transportation 
to and from St. Louis werq equal to or a little higher than 
plane charges. 


He said 
I believe it 
take a plane 


he saw J. H. Williams and his wife yesterday. 
was Saturday they had driven to Shreveport to 
and when they discovered there would b e none, they 
decided that instead of going by train they would keep on 
going in their car. They said it took them 5 hours to cover 
the last 50 miles into Sf Louis. I believe the Cotton Council 
continued through t day and after that the J. H. Williamses are 
driving over to Quincey, Illt n( ,is, which seems close bye, to 
call on the parents of the youth who is to marry their daughter it 
Jtugust. You may recall their daughter who appeared as a goose gii 
in James Aswelis article in olliers a couple of years back. 


I telephoned Ora this afternoon to give her news of the safe 
arrival in St. Louis of the J. H. Williamses, as she is harboring 
their children while they are away. She said she had quite a 
houseful of children, what with her own and their cousins and 
Ann's baby. She said Ann and her husband are occupying their 
new home this week, not far from Ora's. It was she who 
told me of the August wedding and said she expected to become a gi 
mother again before then, what with Ann expecting another heir 




Isn't it wonderful how the younger generation, —as 
ie it always has, —can rush into matrimony and raising 
a family a t suc,h a great rate. 


in Ju 

I SU1 






From the iRANCOIS HiGNON PAPERS, _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


8424 


Wednesday, January Tilth, 1 57 


From the enclosure, I gather James is delighted with 
the new Pontalba apartment. Let us hopethey have the endless yew 
o happiness there which he seem3 to anticipate . And I'm glad 
the found the little cabinets he mentioned and that they are 
considering whether to use marble or glass tops, for such details 
a re bound to give an added interest, especially for the wife, who 
c a n stand a lot of such problems to take up her thoughts. 

In my last letter to James f I asked him to let me know 
if he had seen that Marshall woman lately, as I had not 
heard from her since she last passed this way headed South, altho\ 
I had written a letter on the day following her departure to 
pass along a question for the artist who wasn t certain i bout somi 


Memorandum : v' 

We had quite a lot of fun at supper tonight, — 

Pat, Eugene and I. Pat brought up. the subject,asking me if 
I had been able to figure out why J. H. was so insistent 
that Celeste make the South American whiz with him. He said 
that if J. H. were only English, he us uH think it was the 
first chapter of a thriller about an English gentleman who coaxed 
his wife, much against her inclination, to take a trip to the 
seaside where, e ventually, he planned to push her off the cliffs. 

_,-i : \ me * -s •/a " v o 

He said he felt positive that J. H. had some reason which he 
isn't dreaming of revealing qnd perhaps it,was simply to wear her 
out so completely she wouldn t be insisting on flying in every 
direction at the drop of the hat when she got back. 

We all ended up by guessing that the lady isn't going to like 
anything ^bout the trip and that i3 probably where we will all 
turn out to be just.as wrong as I was when I couldn't imagine that 
she would get any pleasure out of European jaunt to 400 religious 
shrines in the company wit a flock of priests and devout Catholic 
matrons. Well, we shall see. 

Yesterday'8 thermometer dropped from 88 to 48 in 
this region and, as a result, all planes in the Alexandria 
area were.grounded and at this bend of the river, the mist was so thic 
at noon that 1 could scarcely make out the bamboo at the 
b a ck of the white garden. And so the travelers headed out 
"bout 4 p.m., to drive to HewOrleans where they will probably 
arrive in time for 9 o'clock supper and so will catch their plane 
for San Salvador on th.e morrow. 

I was pleased to note last night that some of the commentators 
reflected the same view I had expressed a couple of days back 
when I be-moaned the bad manners of the City of flew York in its 
failure to receive the Arabian king officially. That the king 
should have frown d on Catholics aid Jews in his own country was 
his own short sighted, business .but to have the &ewYork Jews and 
Catholics confirm in his mind sby -their uncivil actions that 
he must have been at least partially right in the beginning is 
lama9nt a ble, both for those two roups and the rest of the nation. 


detail in a picture .she was supposed to paint'to her order. In 
view of my inquiry t James' opening sentence g a ve me quite a turn, 
a s u might imagine, in view of the inquiry, since it suggested 
in tfie word, emergency, that the .lady might have landed in 
the ditch or some such. 

part owner of Marshall's 
, tells me that he has disposed of a bate 
perhaps a dozen, in various cities, —Shrevep 
, and asks about the possibility of 
I shall use the check he enclosed to buy 
paints and finished pictures, for I should like to 


A letter from Martin Hirsch 
leading Lgpartment store 
of Hunter canvases, 

NewYork, San Frisco, etc 
getting some more, 
more boards, , _ ‘ . 
get as many pictures of Miss Hunter's scattered far and wide 
across the country before a Mew York exhibition is arranged so 
that the publicity will strike responsive notes in as many quarte ; 
a s possible. I work on the thory that if Hunter things are known 
to a few people in any city, the proud owners will spread the goo( 
word when the publicity appears and discontented card-cutting 
natrons, usually .without more imagination than a desire to 
ape their acquaintances, will give forth a wail for pictures by 
the same brush and so get the whole thing off at a much faster 
start. In the mean time, I shall continue holding b a ck the 
better e,xdmples of her work to make available to the more discrim 
collectors. 

•>.- rr, i ■ t 

I said Goodbye to Madam Regard this morning at coffee. She 
expects Celeste to d-r-iu.e her to Mansurd early tomorrow morning cm< 
tomorrow n ght Celeste and J. H. will head out for the 
South American whiz Thanks to our present warm spell, the 
Chinese magnolias are unfolding magnificiently but tomorrow's 
East wind may slow them up a dab...... 
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Thursday, January 31st, 1957, 


be 

came 


It is so near the end of the month, the artist must 
impatient for her check from the Old Age pension, for she 
to me this afternoon, bearing a picture she wanted me to 
3ce f meaning that she hoped the Lord I would buy. It 
was t exceptional but it was worth adding to the collection for 
the.flew York exhibition, — a rural scene in which an old woman 
is feeding chickens, I shall always, regret my inability to 
see chickens and dpcks in Miss Hunter's eyes, for what she sets down 
whey she is really going to town with her brush is exceptional, 
what with the duck3 always looking so filigree aid lacey where as 
always strike me a s solids of white or whatever color. 


tht 


And 


the chickens she put into this picture were as exceptional 
a s her ducks, but in a different sort of way, for it wasn t so much 

unexpected line , —almost a U, as f?om comb to 
neck and tail being of displacement just 
n bout equal to what remained at the bottom of the U, —the body, a »id 
yet,they have vast charm and ±’m delighted with every additional 
canvas I can round up as against a Manhattan show. 


their airiness as 
tip of tail, with 


the 

the 


I had asked her to do me a baptisin' in yellow to satisfy an 
order, stressing yellow throughout. I envisioned yellow converts 
approaching the pool or some such but what 1 got was so different, — 
not a d„h of yellow in the picture, I asked her a bout the yellow a?iq 
she explained that she dic}n t exactly have any, yellow at the moment 
but she had plenty of pink and that 3he thought that would do just 
n s well. I wish I could convince Martin of that who asked for a 
strongly yellow item to m$et the demand of a client who insisted on 
that color, regardless of the subject matter. But, then, that is 
part of the investment one has to expend in cultivating the career 
of an artist, 

I qn't recaJl if I mentioned I was reading Nathaniel 
Benchley s biogra. hy of,his papa, Robert. I haven t done much readii 
o. late but what progress I have made I have enjoyed, it is 
so well handled and, miraculous to relate, most of it is 
humorous, —a difficult a ch.ie v.ement, I imagine, to write a funny 
book about a humorous man. 

It was nice hearing from Mrs. Stirling toda , even though she 
had nothing much to say. Hers was the only i em in my box so 
I was doubly appreciative, ■‘■omrrow will probably bring a avalanche, J 


is 


Memorandumt 

And tomorrow is the first of Feburary and I, for one, can't 
imagine how January got by with such speed. 

Our weather was so pleasant, 1 spent most of the day out of 
doors, making the most of the opportunity to transplant things 
and to clear away, .the effects of the recent Jack Frost visitation. 

The earth smells so good and the drift of breezes through the 
Chinese magnolias adds flowers to the loam that is delightful, A 
couple of buds on. the rare white Chinese magnolias will open during 
the night and by Sunday the real show will be under way. I must try 
to recall various people in town, like Mildred Cunningham, 
who have asked me during the year to let them know when the 
thing really gets under way, —and this is it. 

Ora telephoned me tonight to say that R. B. hasreceived 
orders to be in flew Orleans for a conference with some Navy men 
on March 1st and 2nd .which, 1 believe, is the week end before Fat Tuesday 
which means they will be in a jam most of the time. I told her I 
would tell the Registers and Ramsy3 about her advent although I 
h a d no notion if they expected to be in town then, a nd if so, how many 
guests they might be anticipating. R. B. and Ora will be staying at the 
Montheleon which is in the general neighb rhood of "ackson Square and 
I know everybody will be glad to seethem. 

Ora said that Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Williams reached home tonight 
from St. Louis after quite a series of adventures. They were 
ble to get a plane out of St. Louis for Quincey, Illinois, where they 
went to call on the pi rents of their future son-in-law, who had planned 
dinner for them and a couple of days of entertainment. B u t 
on arriving, the Weather Bureau issued a warning that another cold w c ve 
was in the offing, worst than the one of the week end, and so they 
remained but a few hours in Quincey and then caught a plane 
b a ck to St. Louis which had to circle the latter city for 
hours before being able• to land, what with all the sleet, rain and fog. 
There they picked up their car and started for Louisiana but the snows wert 
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Friday, February 1st, 1957 


heavy that for miles and mil s they had to proceed slowly in the 
u)a*e of snow ploughs. It must have been c , 

time they headed out from Shreveport on the first leg of the 

A telephone from Carolyn expresses 


an unpleasant experience fron 
. . ! journey. 

, . ._ - regret that her correspondence 

had been out of kilter and asking me to get the artist to paint 
n couple Of pictures for somebody or other in,-‘lew Orleans She 
said she had been doing some work and so hadn t seen much*of 
the Registers but they reported that Aunt Willie has a new 
station wagon, a nd obviously not worsted by her 44 thousand mile trip 
around the globe, now plans to head out for the lower Mississippi 
VaHey with a view to "doing* the Hatchs Pilgrimage during *arch. The 
thought suggested by Kay and aames was that in view of Aunt *illie'<i 
impatience to h a ve me visit the Bluff, it might be pleasant for me 
to drive back to Charleston with her. I told Carolyn a should be 
glad if she would take my place in the wagon.. 

^ Ue Ji r V 3t ca "?f t0 see me > b * arin 9 » couple of pictures she had 
tossed off during the night. They were so-so. I had one here I 
found weak in one spot jjhere pink trees with light brown trunks 
stood against a pastel background of light blue sky and thin 
white clo- ds, in anemic contrast to some black figures 
in the other two-thirds of the picture. I told her, --and 

+ 1 ? Crely ? 1U .! t ° aV0id suggesting criticism, that I envisioned 
framing the picture in black and didn t she think it would stand out 

a r UCh i S 0 Utnk 3lidaow line of black ran along 

one side of each of the three tree trunks. She thought it would and 

h V brU8h j ind black P aint end accomplished the 
embehshment with neatness and dispatch. Imagine my surprise, after h, 
departure, when glanced at her re-touchina ink a n n+.ri 


Memorandum 


Our weather continues soupy, with much fog and drizzle 
and the thermometer sort of 50-is/t. 


But perhaps the weather wont dampen the impulse to frolic 
at the onkey-tonk this week end, what with the Old Age Pensions 
arriving on the 1st of the month. The i rtist telephoned me 

this afternoon, saying she hadn't been to the Post Office to get 

her check as yet since most of it wa3 dL ready spent in supplying 

the needs of her grandson, what with the need of bailing him out 

of jail, etc. She further r emarked that she couldn't under¬ 
stand many of the oldsters whom she had seen passing her house 
before 7 o'clock thi3 morning, heading for the store to 
get their checks, for these days the mail doewn't arrive before 
1 0:30 or 11. Still there are many of the prospective recipients 
in clusters about the place long before 8 o'clock with 
nothing to do but stand around, first on one foot, then 
on the other, awaiting the hands of the clock to swing around 
and around until the postman a rrives. 

The real purpose of Miss Hunter's call, however, was to let me 
know that she had another picture for me to see, and so, in spite of 
the drizzle, I marched across the cotton patch to view same, and 
to like it and to say I would take it. She wrapped a newspaper 
around it and opened the door for me but at just that moment 
a car stopped in front of tyer house and she said it contained 
white folhs # >13 she doesn t want the Welfare Department which 

administers'Old Age Pensions, to wit ess this removal of 
merchandise from her house, 1 handed back the painting 
which she put in another room and I headed out empty handed while 
the car, starting up again, went up the road a piece to turn a round 
a nd thus I made my s scape without seeing anybody. 

And hour or so later, the artist telephoned me again, saying 
the people had left and sc I went over to pick up my 
picture. She said the people were not Welfare folks but Shreveport 
and San Francisco people who had been to see me a couple of 
weeks back.\ They were shown the painting I had left and assured 


III Short, Hiss Hunter is a sight. ° 

.»«??! ° iur S« r Picture, done aftqr the manner of 

a smaller one of a n old woman feeding chickens. It s alright 

in i +t£ P f G i V in that the fiHe fat duoks «PP**ring prominently 

In ItlJZZ' 9 ° S hattle sUip gray and each duck continues 

to support a bright red comb, precisely like a roosteri. If I may 

be permitted to repeat myself. Miss Hunter is, indeed, a sight, and 
so are her white ducks, if you don t mind. J 

Don't you love the squabble both M r . and Mrs. Charles Wilson are 

thinks Administr c-tion sceene. And from what 1 hear locally, 

thinks their views so correct and so very iwoniitic _ c 
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Sunday, February 3rd, 2957. 


the artist J wouldn't mind if sUe sold it to them but the 
artist wasn t convinced and so I picked up my plunder and returned hoi 
gld to retain the item I had actually purchased, for it is another 
of those white ducks with battle ship gray wings and 

red rooster combs and should figure prettily in any exhibition. The 
artist said the San Franc iso people and the Shreveport folks, too, 
had asked her to make one just like it for them. No wonder 
Miss Hunter doesn t feel m.ch impulse to head out early 
to round up her Pension check since her painting income undoubtedly 
dwarfs the Old Age .businesss many times. 

Last night x finished the life of H 0 bert Benchley by his son, Na 
I found it a well written volume, having an unusual amount 
of gaiety and sufficiently edited to omit much that might have 
made it tiresome, had a less adept hand tried doing a humorous 
story of a humorous man. A appended note at the conclusion 
of the book mentions the author as contributing to various 
magazines, including Holiday and if the present volume is a critereon 
of Nat Benchley's gifts, 1 should enjoy trying something else from 
his pen. v 

The ink print Talk ooks catalogue o ame to hand in today's 
post and 1 shall enlcose it so you may glance through 
the new things being issued. This ink print copy usually 
arrives a few days from the (in advance of) the recorded 
copywhich will pr.ob a ly be to hand tomorrow or Monday. 

I am glad the Arabian business seems to be going along pecaeful'l 
in Washington 1 must say there is some lack of co-ordination about 
press released, however, that should be tightened up if the 
King wants to get a couple of hundred millions out of the 
Administration, for at just as that was being announced, 
as from theWashington-American side, the Arabs were stating that 
thcKing who has only 75 Cadillacs in his country that counts only 8 00 




of paved roads, has just placed an 
be-jewelled Cadillacs to round out 
that the reques for aid from the Arabs and their 
of half a hundred fancy Cadillacs, both coming at 
occasion a dab of confusion in the public mind as 
pressing need for financial assistance 


order in Detroit for another 60 or 
his colie ction and my guess is 
puchase 

the same time, may u\ 
to the 


I notice Mr. *Isenhower has a gain referred to his 
Secretary of State as "the best 1 have ever ■ nown". 

I, honestly wonder if he, has ever known any other Secretaries of 
which it fs auite possible, he has not, amking his statement so 
and so meaningless... . 


State 

true 


A 


Memorandum : 

I have already made tkenvelope for this letter 
which may or may not proceeded to the end, what with the 
ribbon having recently been kicking up and showing every 
indication that it may do so again any moment. But so 
far, so good, although not too good. 

It was five minutes of 7 this morning when the thing 
jumped tt^e track and I relaxed in my chair, my hands folded 
in my lap as I gazed through the otre Dame rose window and 
wondered how long before Pat would be stirring to help me 
"lace lip" the thing again. As I mused, the telephone rang and 
for a no reason on earth, I picked up the receiver without 
giving a though to the number of rings that had sounded. 

Tow ladies were talking, and I recognized the voices 
of each, --Miss Hunter and the wife of the operator 
of the honkey-tonk, Madame Alphonse Metoyer. The latter 
was speaking• . t 

"Is that you, Miss Tee-bay . Brother $ the artist's 

grandson) is here a-sayin' you sont him for some whiskey but 
he ain t got no i^ote and you oil'e say not to let nobody have 
nuthin' what a in t got a note from you . " 

Miss Hunter responded: 

• 

"1 sure did . that's right.... but it looked like I 

is so worried I done for ot to give brother a note... .you 
m let him have ,the whiskey... . I jus' done put King out(Ki\ 


mb 

can j.ev aim nave ,vne wn isney. .. . ± jus done put JUng out[King 

being the artist s son)*. Loool like he was tryin' to 

aggrivate me out of my mind . " 

) *\ ‘.v : •»;?" , .v \ '• .*>'t \ o;: •;• *.« v * V . ! 4 

, And then and there I,hung up, concluding there must have 
been doings at the artistes house this morning and some fire water 
in the offing to get the day going nicely. 

• * 

I suppose King Hunter was trying to get some money out of his 
mama and having no luck. And as a fine Cadillac from Texas 
rolled up-in front of her house last evening, and some pictures were 
later taken out, I suppose the artist is, indeed, in the money. 
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This afternoon Carmen brought down some Episcopalian 
divine and his wife and Mrs. Nelson, a lady of Minneapolis, vh om 
I have known for some years. They brought a bottle of Sherry 
and a slab of chocolate cake which went very nicely with the 
conversation which was altogether pleasant. M s. Nelson usually 
stops off at Lois Lester s W a kefield every time she goes from 
Minnesota to Floriday, via Louisiana, and she mentionedthe 
Plantations Feliciana plate and how much 3he like it and wond 
about the reaction Lois manifested. I told her of the letter in 
which Lois denounced me and Mrs. *'elson said at long last she wa 
nb'le to comprehend some disagreeable remark that Lois had made c 
the present of her house on that item. She thought Lois 
was so pecuiiar to assume the attitude she did. She said she 
expected to see Lois later this week and asked if 1 had any mess 
she might delivery to her. I said I did and that I should be 
glad if she w uld tell her I sent, loads of love and many kisses • 

As Mrs. elson and her friends were leaving , we encountered 
of the Shreveport Jacks strolling about the f gardens and 1 c hantt 
with them for a brief moment. . They couldn t remain for a drink 


Monday, February 4th, 1957 


Memorandum 


the man who was. accompanying them, — some gentleman from 
Geneva, Switzerland. I expressed my admiration for the Geneva 
region which the man agreed was pleasant but he confessed that one 
week in Louisiana had c. nv.inced him that there was no place quite 
like it in his estimation. 

1 read a little, from "After You, “orco Polo" by some lady named 
Shaw who seems to have at hailled (hailed) from Amerillo, 

Texas, of all places. Carrie Mormon had recommended the book 
two or three years ago. The author's early pages offer a picture 
of her activities with. Cura along a bout. 1947 in China where she 
marries. Mr. Shaw and he tells her they can go any place in China she 
might care toselect for their, honeymoon and she hit3 on 
n attempt to cross the Jobi. Desert, infested with Communist gurenl 
of all places „ I stopped, for. the night at that point, thinking 


suppose 1 snail reaa zne cook sunup zo now j. nuw auy * j a* x 
to establish much enthusiasm on the sympathetic side for 
such an Amerillo bag. 

Along about 7 tonight, the young ladies and gentlemen got to 
trying out their heavy artillery up a t the honkey-tonk. One 
gentleman got a shot gun blast in his arm, and another got a pistol 
bullet in his neck but, as my informant explained to me, nobody 
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Tursday, February 5th, 1957 


Our weather continues sunny and warm, —in the 80'3 
and the magnolias are now in full flower. Many of those which 
responded too speedily to the early January thaw look a 
bit rag-tag but the balance are pretty enough, including the 
pure w ite ones. A branch fro# the big oak crashed on 
a branch of the white magnolia hard bye, tearing off a limb 
full of buds. I guess the magnolia branch was perhaps five feet 
in length and the buds still a couple of weeks from their opening 
date. I felt rather silly when, inste d of throwing the branch 
r.way, * placed it in a big old vase, filled with water, dou ting 
if the buds would ever getaround to do any business but, thanks 
to today's warmth and sunshine, about 3 or 4 dozen of them unfolded 
providing the Yucca gallery with as pretty a bouquet as you 
could imagine. 

A telephone from Madam Millspaugh today adviced me t at 
the Hunter canvases are moving once more and asking if 
I could .let her have some more. She said quite a few people 
re traveling southward these days, probably heading toward 
South Louisiana in anticipation of Mardi Oras, which is a bout 
a month away, I suppose, and it is these people from various 
States between here and California who are manifest ing 
the most active interest. 


Memorandum• 

■>f .v' A a • vf* 

The cold mass of^Arctic air remains stalled SO miles 
north of Shreveport and accordingly we continue 
basking in mid summer temperatures and are liking it. 

Another card from J. H. came in today's post, written 
, from Panama and arriving here on the same day that a letter from 
Briarwood, also written on the same day, —Sunday, came to 
hand. 

.It seems to me I noted the same patehttc note in J. H.'s 
ir card that yesterday's conveyed t As for Miss Dormon, 1 am 
wondering what be-stirred her to write. In responding I 
shall tell her that I have had an opportunity to see the Storm 
letters, leaving it just that vague, which may be one reason why 
she wrote, dying to find out if ..I was on the list. 

I had plumbers running in and out of the house all 
day, --something wrong with the drain and I am glad it can be 
fiddJed with during this warm season when chasing in and out 
of doors is so much easier on the workers as opposed to 
th frostier days. 

Father Wilson, who heads the Episcopal■Church, in town, 
came to see me unannounced this afternoon t Me and I got 
a laugh out of the figuring with which we struggled over the 
colored people who .came to see me this morning, —from the Hethe 
a nd, —of aH places, —Norway • Somehow d never think of 
colored people as living in Norway. 

The artist called me this morning, asking me to come 
over to ee a scene she was contriving on a window shade• It 
was a pretty picture on which she was putting the finishing 
touches in a room .whose window shutters were closed and 
in the ^bsenqe of an electric light bulb in the socket, 
light was entering onlj/ from the door way of the 
adjoining room. What with a bright sun outside, the light 


An hour or two later, the artist telephoned me to ask if 
I had anything by way of pictures I wanted painted. I said I 
did but lied and said I had no canvases but hoped 
to have some on the morrow. My point in lying was d two-fold ,— 
for I wanted her to get over what I assume to have been a somewhat 
boistrous week end and secondly, I am holding the thought 
that tomorrow's post may contain some paints I asked ^ames to 
send, for the artist is currently using a dark red where, 
if she had it, she would employ orimson to much more striking 
advantage and I want her to attempt two or three yellow baptisin's 
soon as the yellow comes to hand. I have never been able to figu 
out how I can hobble the lady so that she will turn out one 
picture in two or three days instead of tossing off two or three 
in a single night for the way she calculates her mathematics, she 
is better off turning out more pictures for, say fifteen dollars 
than doing just one at thrity or fourty-five dollars, and far be it 
from me to attempt teaching the old dog new tricks. And so 
things turn and so I turn to After You, Marco Polo . 
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Wednesday, February 6th, 1967 


I am. under the impression mid week is the time she is prob a bly 

turning out her better things, whqt with all the 

hurly-burly on ends. I didn t see Brother about but 

shesaid he was glad to be out of jail although she said he 

liked it well enough there. As I crossed the cotton patch 

on my way back to Yucca, I was greeted by a couple of 

youths who were searching a bout for pecanes under the f 

tree. One of them was Joe Lewis, another of the artist s 

grandsons, ebony of color and a little bit inclined to 

be a rough customer for his 18 or SO years which probably 

gave him his name, being pugilistically inclined. The 

first,two buttons of his blue shirt were open at the neck and 

I was entranced to notice he was wearing■a string of 

graduated pearls, the larger of which seemed to rest so perfectly 

at the hollow where the colar bones join • That s just 

n iiother example of the unexpected that is always bobbing 

up in the Cane *iver country . naturally I tried to give 

no hint of my amasement at this unexpected decors on 

such a figure but I was thinking hard how you and 1 would have 

been giggling, had we encounter such a sight when tromping the 

same field, as we have, not at pecane time. I must remember 

to pass this matter of the peals on ebony to James who is 

bouhd to class it with his delight over "U-lolo-sis "• 


Memorandum : 

At 6 o'clock this morning, the Shreveport Weather 
Bureau said that the cold front had passed over that 
city at 5 o'clock and was now.standing on a line just 
North of Alexandria. It said showers would be covering 
the space as far south as the line, but since our fine summer 
weather continued all day and the stars are plentiful 
tonight, I take it that "just north of Alexandria" 
must mean somewhere north of Natchitoches, too. 

Long, Charlie Turner and Sera with some helpers were 
engaged most of the day in plumbing, re-enforcing pipies 
with concrete and so on about Yucca and Will Hogers was giving 
me a hand at odds and ends a large pi rt of the day, although 
I did lend him to the artist from 1 0:30 until 3 to 
rig up a contraption in her house. 

er telephone is in her bedroom, the wall of the room being 
between the bedroom and her living room where she paints. To 
answer her telephone, it is necessary for her to pass through 
a couple of other rooms to reach the telephone and so 
when.she came over this morning, she said she would like 
to have Will make a pigeon hole between the bedroom and 
living room so she could slide the 'phone back and forth 
without going all the way around. Eventually the job was 
completed and it suggests one of those windows in a chap 
restaurant at which the counter man screams and food 
comes flying through, pushed by unseen hands • 

I intended saying before now that the postman ran 
on hour and a half a had of schedule this morning so that 
I retained all outgoing mail and will post same with 
tomorrow's. 

i. , : v ».ltt* *” •>’ 

A letter from James giving me some prices on materials 
I had asked him to purchase and which have jotted down as yet, 




hb 
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today and in the same letter, he mentioned that Carolyn 

had dropped by the house on Monday, just before departing 

for Morgan City and James assumed she would be passing this 

way shortly, I had been studying about going to town one day 

this week to get some canvas and taking seme pictures to 

Uil'lspaugh's but I shall give up the notion in view of 

this information, on the chance I shall be getting a ride 

one day shortly regardless, I assume Caroly is going to 

Morgan City to get some pictures for a Morgan City Pictorial 

Book or some such, I h a ve been thinking of late how 

talented she and Miss Hunter are but how much luckier 

Miwss Hunter is sines she seems able to stick to one 

thing with sufficient consistencey so that it pays off whereas 

Carolyn finds it so easy to hop from one line of endeavor to 

another with considerable ability in each line of endeavor so tha 

her versatility ends up by cancelling out much of the profit 

that might be hers, were she to stick with at least one 

line until it had begun toperk a bit in her favor • 

I liked E, Roscoe's position tonight in taking 
the' J overnment to task for not letting newsmen into red China, 

In the advertising of the sponsor of the progrm, I was impressed 
by a quotation from George Bernard Shaw j "Three things 
9 bout America I shall never forget, —the *ockie Mountains, 
.Viagra Falla and Amt s and Andy, I assume the quotation was 
correct but I cannot imagine what its context may have been 
like since Mr. Shaw never saw the *ockies or .Viagra although 
I know not if her ever heard Amos and Andy, 

Today's post brought a notice to Miss Hunter's grand¬ 
son, Brother, that his trial for having "borrowed" some 
colored gentleman's car and then having tried to run 
over the man when the latter tried to flag him down, will 
come to Court on Tuesday. 1 believe Pat is his lawyer. My 


Thursday, February 7th, 1957 


Memorandum 


I am giggling to myself and wondering what goes on in 
the mind to come up with such unexpected combinations as it does. 

I have just hung up the telephone, after having tried unsuccessfully 
to get in touch with Mitchel Reams of the college library. As 
Eugene Matson, cousin of the Henrys, and prime antagonist of mine, 
what with him trying to pull the Melrose library in his direction 
and'1 trying to make it stay put. And so when M r, Reams and I 
converse, we never let Cousin Eugene know whence comes the call. 

Just now when I put in the call, an assistant librarian, a lady, 
answered and said that Mr. Reams was out momentarily. I asked that 
on his return, he call 8045. The librarian asked my name and 
without a moment's hesitation I replised, "John L. S ass". 


It is true that I had moved a sassaphrass tree thi s i fternoon, uhio 
knowing how to spell that word from which filet for gumbo is made, 
a nd I suppose'- that encounter tossed out the Sass part but where 
the John L. came from, I wouldn t know. 

I was so delighted yesterday when the plumbers, after tearing up 
the bathroom floor, cementing everything in sight and getting 
the floor back, —at long last, so that 1 could relax • And I was 
equally distressed this morning when I discovered that the wo rkmen 
had forgotten' one item which seemed important, --they hadn't 
connected the drain pipes so that every drop of water from the 
bathroom swirls merrily under the house. _I t f ink I shall 
bath'in the sugar cyuldron tonight, for there's a pretty moon, and 
tomorrow will again be in an uproar with plumbers, I hope. 

T 0 *1 ' * V £*• V * ' * ** U ‘J * ‘ * 

I heard Mobgan Beatty tonight and was impressed for the millionth 


well, so turn things nereaeouz ana may znere oe glimpses 
of Melrose smmer at Lyme forthwith if not already experienced 
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Friday, February 8th, 1957. 


interruption, — M r, Reams just called, —I was saying I got 
a kick out of Morgan Beatty tonight when he demonstrated how 
much like Lowell Thomas he can be by making foreign words 
more difficult to pronounce than they are in the original, 
he mentioned somebody who once had owned a chateau in 
Fontainebleau and instead of the "blow" made a "blur" so 
it came out Fontaine bleu, 1 suppose, 

I had a round with the artist today when I bounced a picture 
back at her, I had bought some extra fine paint for a particular 
canvas and s discovered3he stirred up m y order with smudgey old 
paint and was using mine on an order for some Houston client,. 

It i3 a 22 so baffling when one gets that sort of cooperation when 
one is engaged in trying to round up pictures for a Hew ork 

exhibition and attendant publicity that would be so much to 

the advantage of the artist. Of course the fact that I am paying her 
more than she gets from her Houston customer is merely a detail. 

Her mind reasons that a n exhibition is a show and a show is something 

to which admission is charged, therefore I an '■going into 

the show business and as I will take in the tickets, she will not be 
getting anything out of it-and therefore since I am cheating her, 

3he had better short change me in quality as much as possible, 

It 3eems to me 1 have heard of difficulties before, as between 
the impressario and the artist, but 1 doubt if any such scuffles 
ever precisely duplicated the one in which this impressario finds 
himself, . 

Here is the latest example of the tomfoolery involved. 

Pat asked me if I had some canvas and as I did, he asked me, since 

i see Hiss Hunter every day, if I would a3k her to paint a 

couple of pictures for him, I would and did and as I owed him for 
a legal paper he had drawn for me, I decided I would give the pictures 
to him, Hut after delivering the canvases to the artist, I had 
to tell her they were for Pat so she would leave them at the store for 
and then -i had to tell the clerk to pay her for them and that I 

would pay him, as 1 wanted to give them to Pat, Everything 3he 

plaints for J -» 4, and Pat, she charges one half the figure she charges 
me beca se they have to work while 1 have so much money T don't have to 
What a business, —trying to make somebody famous a»d, killingly 
enough, apparently succeeding, 

• t 

The Library of Congress list came today, 1 di all send it 
along but I pray you not to let kirs it worry you since neite o 
us can ever say if it "cuts any ice" in »ashington . 


h 


, \ 


Memorandum j 

Such a lovely day, with great cotton bowl clouds, so 
fleecey white, against a deep, deep blue and the 
sheell pink blossoms of the Chinese magnolias resulting 
in auch a lovely combination. 

By a stroke of luck, I concluded my week's business with 
the artist about noon. By mid afternoon she had other 
matters come up that would have distracted her. 

She telephoned me this morning to ask me how 
was feelin', which was another way of saying she had 
come around on the matter about the picture I had denounced 
her a bout yesterday, I waited until S o'clock to 
hop across the cotton fields and there I found her 
finishing a second picture I had inquired about and 
the tacky one of yesterday.^had been metamorphosed 
into something quite lovely, A California and a 
Shreyport duo had just preceeded me and evidently 
h a d made some satisfactory purchases since Miss Hunter siad 
she was studying about buying a big trunk so she could 
put things in it and lock it tight so she uld know 
everything would be alright when she wasn t at home. 

At the rate she is taking in the schekles, she really 
should invest in a big one, 

I think I mentioned that her grandson, Brother, 
got himself into jail recently and that is trial is 
scheduled to be held on Monday, He is out on bond^ 
supplied by the Old Age Pensionner, About three o clock 
thisafternoon Brother's brother, Joe Louis, 
the youth with the graduated pearl necklace, was picked up 
by the Law, along with -Carlton Brown and Joe 
Williams, —dl three sort of 18ish or SD-ish, for 
having removed three sacks of pecanes, each weighing 
about 200 plounda, from the local Pecane House, I believe 
they made the haul last night, hiding one sack somewhere 
behind the bamboo hedge beyond the white garden, and selling 

\' \ - A. 
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Sunday, February 10th, 1957 


the other two sacks to Ashley s store up the Bermuda 
road a mile or so. As one of their friends explained 
it to me, —"a lady on the school bus this afternoon 
say that people keep on picking up pecanes til 
they get rotten and then the B a w starts pickin' 
up folks who already is," 

Carlton's mama, Vina Brown, was in jail on her own 
hook a couple of week ends back, what with having made 
a rumpus at some local honkey-tonk and so she felt 
terrible when her son had to be housed in the 
same hostelry . The Joe Williams family are notorious 
thieves oud so 1 suppose they only regret that one of 
their number got caught. As for the artist, I'm 
sure she will have some extenuating circumstance 
to explain her g-andson's trip^to the cooler and 
will prob a bly invest her week's income in bailing him 
out. 

On the Yucca front, the plumbers got no where but 
I am holding the thought they may succeed on the morrow, what 
the Saturday night and all in the offing when, according to 
the ancient American tradition, bath t bs are in order 
"whether one needs one or not", 

« i a , r .! j *i . 1 ( D .t * f • 4 « 

I have read so little of late, I thought I # 

would wade through a few more pages of "After You, M arco Polo 
last night but just as the first sentence was issuing 
from the reading machine, the elecri current died, 
cutting short the Shaw opus but affording me an opportunity 
to g et caught up a little on some correspondence. Two 
hours later, the lights being still off, I folded up 
my beard without the aid and comfort of radio news and 
so called it a day. Perhaps 1 shall have better luck 
tonight* 

^ • • ■ * * ■ * 1 , * * \ 

But I shall probably do little listening in any 
direction foj; I spent the better part of the day digging up 
Guernsey lily bulbs and tasplant}ng them in the 
a vant-cour section where 1 know they will look pretty ( 

enou-h about the middle of next September. I suppose I didn t 
really plant more than six or eight hundred but the 3pace is 
small enough to enable them to give aneffective explosion of red 
beneather the dark green of the gandiflora magnolia . 


Memorandum : 

Pure June is the word for this week end's weather. 

It's so warm and the moonlight so bright tonight, I 
have all the doors and windows open and haven t bothered 
to turn on the lights, finding it so restful to 
let my .gaze wander over the White Garden as my fingers 
fly over this keyboard. 

On Saturday afternoon about 8, as I was changing my shoes, prei 
to take a whack at some bamboo which the plumbers had knocked out 
of line when getting pipes and things to functioning again 
during the morning, Carolyn tapped at my door. As I had not 
heard a peep from her or a bout her except that James had 
remarked on Monday that she was going to Morgan City and might 
Pass this way, I was quite in the dark as to her plans • 

By a happy circumstances, the Chinese magnolias were 
right at their prime, every tree having scattered about half 
its pink and white petals on the grass beneath, making the 
lovliest Persian carpet design one could imagine. 

She got a good 3hot, 1 believe, of the avenue from near the 
little house by the side g^te looking up this way toward 
Yucca• I hope the picture included the stone bench beneath 
a tall pink magnolia, about half way along, for the stone bench 
had the appearance of being dappled by a rose petal drapery 
a nd should be quite lovely. t 

She also got an interewting shot from the far 
corner of the front garden, looking al ong an avenue 
of fully opened Ch nese magnolias, intensified at one point in 
their delicate coloring by the presence of a big old dark 
green grandiflora magnolia a;td slap at .the end of the 
vista in the far distance stood the white facade of the west tower • 
With the gray trunks of the trees and their dedicate pinks and 
whites in the blossom section, a deep blue sky with tracery 

tion 


t'tetStsrvmi 





From the Francois Mignon Papers, flM-3889 

.. . . 11 a. l_ n - 1 i i ^ U _« /-'U „ „ 1 U II 1 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 


University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


r.r i r*, 


8444 


r ■' 


8445 


may be pretty in color, — 
like the September shot that 
will recall the Guernsey 

shot 


that 
much 
You 

that picture but Saturday 's 
a yellow line of jonqhills 


There was also another shot 
the African House., from an angle 
appeared in the October Picayue. 
lilies g c ve the dominant note in 

from about the same position had „ ... 

occupying the line of the September Guernseys, and over to the 
right of the African House, a rose Chinese magnolia was 
in flower, and wha with a dab of blue sky above and 
a couple of white clouds, the whole thing ought to turn 
out quite nicely. 


me 


giving 
plans 
had expected, 
as 

past 


in the eening, Carolyn went on to Marshall, after 
a n account of Hew rleans doings and a whole new set of 
for doing one thing or another in writing, etc. As I 
her conference with Mr. Ogden brought out the fact that 
the Mixie-Roto had done the Pilgrimage thing during the 
year, he does not want to do a Natchitoches thing so soon. 

He does want to do one of me, however, and so perhaps some of the 
garden pictures can be used in that article, illustrating the 
garden aspect of contempoary undertakings. 

■ , ■ *1 I‘,W) V > M ■' > •' ' ' 1 * 

She is 3till intent on doing a novel about the 
fur tra pers beyond Morgan City and I gave her a hand on 
dome of that. I shall speak of two big corporations, --Louisiana 
Land and Exploration Company and Marshaland, Incorporated who are 
operating in that area at a subsequent sitting. One or the 
other of these corporations might be interested in doing something 
in behalf of a theatrical venture which could be charged off to 
advertising but of all such matters, I shall speak later. 

Ora telephoned me this afternoon to s ay that while in 
Shreveport or Alexandria, in some doctor's office, she had seen 
a copy of the February Esquire which had a very interesting 
/y rticle in it about the chateau which the sculptor, Joe 
Davidson, had occupied for .years in the neighborhood of Tours. 

I beli >e there were pictures and I mention the article on the 
assumption you might sometime chance to stumble over the issue. 

t . •> ■’ - ' • '' ' ' 

Ora said that tjic Peraults oj Hate hi toe he s, were 10 days 
in driving from Mew ork to their home here which they reached on 
Saturday night. Mr. Perrault was chief account for the Rearst 
interests with offices in the' ' r dTmnbus Cirle neighborhood for 
decades. They said they traveled through snow, ice, fog and 
sleet all the way down tp Memphis and could scarcely 

slhbtift ffrSifaSMQonfllliS&liSjjieil&rtSiiSitl^'tgdSidiS^QltitSsmbitf 


Monday, February 11th, 1957. 


Memorandum • 

It's a little cooler but withal pleasant. 

This morning I decided to run into town and run back aain 
which I did, well before the postman had made his rounds. 

No laundry had been brought b a ck from town during the past 
three weeks which was one excuse for going and another was 
the fact that Millspaugh needed some cook book3, plates and 
primitive paintings. I dropped the stuff at Millspaugh 8 
but picked up no laundry as Pat had done that when, half an 
hour earlier, he had taken in this week's wash. And so Clyde Claude 
Emmett Davis and I seemingly i oere back home before we were well 
started, sailing along at a gay 


clip in Celeste's white Cadillac. 


The mail was fairly unsatisfactory, what with a letter jrom 
Paris regarding the cook book which no secretary could read as it 
was in long hand but will get read later in the week. Then there was 
a letter, enclosed, from some Montgomery gentleman whom I 
know and who is insane by fits and starts. And then there was 
James' letter on a subject which tends to get into my 
hair whenever he brings up the matter. I think, --and it 
seems a little strange that it is so, that James should 
realise thata grant of the type he envisions would cost me more 
money to fulfill than it would be worth It is certainly most 
kind of him to interest himself in my behalf in this 
matter but I wish he would realize that with a dab oj stujf jrom 
nearer to home, say, as from The Bluff would actually enable ± me 
to produce ten times as much material of one sort or another 
than could be rounded up for the cut and dried and thoroughly 
unimaginative requirements fhat would be expected by the 
convential Foundations. After all, there are lot3 of books 
in the world and anybody with fair vision can do all the 
research and the writing that would satisfy a»y Foundation but 
the people who are able to lend a hand in smoothing racial relations 
as is being done by the cook book in smaller measure, the 
publicizing and purveying of Primitive Art in wider degree are 
rarer and probably accpjpplish fully as much, if not more, than 


\ 
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the vast hord of people who are forever writing theses 
on this or that subject which, at best, would end up at best between 
the covers of a book to be read by few if any andto produce an 
effect on no one, in sharp contrast, for example, to the Primitives. 

I shall write ^ames at some length on this point but not stressing 
it to the length of discouraging him. But I shall point 
out that I know r. Stearn and. that Mr. Steam knows the Cane River 
country and as the Sterns are enormously wealthy, —Foundation 
or no Foundation, they could well afford to invest the infinitesimal 
,mount involved in a project other thanpouring through more 
manuscripts to jot down more data to make more theses that 
will produce mighty little effect on the general scheme of 
things at . best. 

I didn't find much of interest in the news tonight, perhaps m 
part because somebody was substituting for Morgan Beatty and 
Charles Collingwood was substituting for E.Bpscoe. I did like 
news item about the D, A. R. lady who voiced her objection, —in Denver | 
I guess, that an American of Mexicanancestry should carry the flag in 
some parade or other • I wonder why it is that D. A. R. crowd 
never learns anything, and especially about the very tenants upon which | 
their society seems to claim for a foundation But it i8 
heartening to know that the ladies wit such unfailing regularity 
always manage to ive their group a black eye, and so always 
gurantee a public disdain of their tomfoolery. 

I can't recall if 1 mentioned in Sunday's letter that on Saturday 
afternoon Carolyn mention d the possibility to accompanying 
Aunt Willie b a ck to the East coast, when she makes her 
round of the Matches Pilgrimage, the thought being that 
she might get her to drive straight to Mew ork and thence 
down the coast to South Carolina. There are too mahy 
"ifs" in such a plan to give it much reason for bothering with 
at the moment but at the earliest, that would make the 
Manhattan hejira take place not before April at the earliest, 
nd my guess is that a ny trip, jointly or by herself, Carolyn will 
not get'around to making it until later. 

I noticed today that the ribbon grass is beginning to 
push up its milky whiteness out of the ground. That is an 
early harbinger of Spring but not one that guarantees that winter 
is over. Erwin laid an egg today. Perhaps that is a 3urer sign 
that a new season has arrived...... 


E>* 


jid wees so 
throats but 
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Tuesday, February 18th, 1957. 


Memorandum• 

I 

I'm ashamed to say that it wasn t until 
6:30 tonight that I realised today was Lincoln's 
birthday. I did hear some 5 o'clock news this morning and 
some more at 6:30 and Martin Agronsky at 7 a.m., and ( 
while it is possible the birt day was mentioned, I didn t 
notice it until some reference was made to it on 
the Morgan Beatty broadcast. 

And the mention of it setj me to pondering how in the 
world Lincoln's birthday wasn t. made a national holiday 
right after his death when Congress was so he a vily Republican 

busy trying to think up things to jam down Southern 
I came to the conclusion that everybody with 
a ny power in Congress in the years, say between 18 65 and 
1875 probably hated Lincoln more than .they did the South and 
so the date was passed over. 

One or two people called me from town to tell me the 
movie houses were showing Lust For Life. The report was 
that the younger generation, of college persuasion, tought 
it a bore but people interested in van 0-ogh and the 
places he painted thought it wonderful. I believe 
that Hollywood thing they did on Toulouse-Lautrec had 
box office appeal and, for all I know, may have impelled the 
making of the van Gogh picture hut that is mere speculation on 
my part. 

I got my daily surprise from Miss Hunter, speaking of 
artists, early today. She was engaged to do a couple of 
still-lifes for the Mew York exhibition, if ever, and the 
first one she did was so much to my liking, 1 told her to do 
a companion piece while she still had .the same tubes of paint. 
She telephoned me to ask if * had some white paint, saving 
she was running low but was making such good progress on the 
second pi ture of the pair that she hoped to be qble to finish 
it before midnight tonight. She said she would come over to get 
the white paint or, if 1 cared to pass by her house, 1 might see 
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Wednesday, February 15th, 1957, 


see what progress she was making. Naturally I preferred to 

see and did so, and was at the same time delighted with her most 

excellent efforts but floored by the twist she had given 

the thing, —for this second which was to form the pair 

was paintedvertiqally while the other was done horizontally. 

UiS3 Hunter, in short, is a b a g. 

She called my attention to the two pictures she had executed 
for Pat ., I thought them excellent. Half an hour after my return 
to yucca, the clerk telephoned me from the store, saying that 
the artjst had brought Pat’s pictures, as D had told him to let 
me know so that x might pick them up before Pat saw them in order tha 
I could give them a coat of varnish and make them look as 
presentable as possible, as I wanted to give them to him 
in appreciation for some work he had done for me and I had told the 
clerk to pay for them when they were delivered and I would pay him. 
course that was good business on my part for in paying the clerk what 
he had given the artist, ostensibly on behalf of Pat, I was 
Paying just 60 percent less than she charges me for the very same 
kind of picture .. But that, of coyrse, is because the Henrys are 
poor and 1 am rich and, if you don t mind, 

Personally, 1 must say in all frankness, 1 
i cent more than many of her paintings are 


Miss Hunter i ^ a sight, 
think she isn t getting 
worth at the prices she 
mind picking up a 


levels at me but at the same time, 1 don t 
bargain now and then, as in today's transaction. 

It wa3 goad to learn from Robina that she is doing better. 
I found it timely that she should have referred to Dr. u unn's 
Papers within 24 hours from the time 1 had received the letter 
from the same bird who had been prodding Dr. Dunn's daughter 
for the papers. 


past week. I 
a ve had better goind 


Our weather continues r,s lovely as during the 
take it from Robina's letter that this area must h 
on Sunday since she mentions clouds while ours was all sunshine, 
And tomght the moon, prob a b ly i bout full, seems even brighter 
than last night. 


I have a few 
probably continue 
enthusiasts but J- 


letters toiorite 
cm the trail of 
must say 1 find 


tonight, after which D shall 
the 8 j th century M arco Polo 
that trip a bit tedious . 


Memorandum• l 

Our lovely we ther continues and I had a coupl of 
men busy all day in the crepe myrtles, getting them trimmed 
b n ck so they will produce larger flowers along in June. One 
likes to get ahead of the mounting sap in the trees and 
if the present mild weather continues it will have advanced 
to the topmost tip before one can turn about. 


Carolyn telephoned tonight from Marshall to.report 
the loss of a notarized paper which she had volonteered to 
have photostated I shall be able to have another executed 
well in advance of tiny need for same • She must have been 
calling from Old Bonita where lots of people are on the party 
line for I could scarcely hear her and she couldn t hear me very 
well. I concluded from what I did hear that 
this way on Saturday or Sunday, pausing only 
pictures as she seems to be in a great tur3h 
to the Crescent City for some cp pointment or 


on the 

couldn't hear me 
she might pass 
to pick up some 
to get back 
other. 


I was amused at a wacky reaction on the part of the 
local member of the family.who is always a thorn in the jlesh. 

Somebody from afar, having a vast desire to visit this place, 
telephoned the office in town to re-,uest permission to make the 
go-round. The younger member of the firm answered the phone, telling 
the people to telephone me and that if I had time to receive them 
it was alright so far as he was concerned. But his uncle was 
present and, having overheard the conversation, jumped in his 
car and rushed down here to tell me if I permitted the visit, he 
would insist on the place being sold. What a tempest in a tea¬ 
pot. \ . 

From the above you may gather correctly that all my problems 
are not exactly centered on the artist and the necessity of keeping 
a careful check on the reins leading to her paint pot*. She 
telephoned me at noon to say she had completed some work 






From the Francois Mignon Papers, flfl-3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




8450 


8451 


'Ml* 


Thursday, February 14th, 1957. 


requires a certain amount of genius to make so many mix-ups 
as she is able to contrive, apparantly without trying. 

I feel very nolle a bout having succeeded, at long last, in 
finishing "After You, Marco Jfolo", not that it isn't a good book 
but primiarly because I wasn t particularly interested in the 
accounts of many of the geographic descriptions, much of 
which 1 seem to have covered in everything from Marco Polo himself 
to Lowell Thomas. And then, too, there is the matter of feeling 
sorry for anyone who has to go through the cold, hunger and 
danger.that such a trip involves for I must say I am annoyed at people 
who wilfully put themselves in situations which are bound to 
guarantee them physical and mental trials. 

There was a reference to Justice William 0• Douglas 
in this book. While in Tereran, en route toward the 
Himalayas, Justice Douglas was present at some tea given 
in the c a pitl of Iran and he told the author, Mrs. Shaw, that he 
was a bout to visit some of the remote tribes in this ancient 
region of one time Persia and as the Sahws were anxious to record 
the doings of these tribesmen, they asked if they might accompany 
him and he agreed. They cabled Life, asking if that publication would 
guarantee their expenses and, having received a favorable answer, 
they made the journey. The ensuing references to Justic Douglas 
were all favorable. 

Much of my morning was taken up by people passing 
.this way in quest of fish i polls. I am delighted to give them 
all of the bamboo they can carry away, not only because they 
do need polls but also because I need to get rid of same so it makes 
.i perfect combination. I always think of fish becoming interested 
in b a it in March more than February in these parts but everyone 
seems to be catching generous numbers these days, due in part, 
no doubt, to the warm weather. If such a condition continues 
to obtain and Blythe hears about it, 1 have no doubt she 
will be moseying up this way with her poll before long. 

I * 

I haven t heard of anyone yet who has received a card from 
Celeste but J. H. continues sending lots of cards to tow friends 
and sons of the soil which l think characteristically thoughtful 
of him . 


Memorqndum : 

Our lovely weather continues and I exert myself 
and my helpers to get ahead of advancing Spr ng. Today 
nearly all of the ribbon grass, 15 to twenty feet high, was cut to 
the ground where already the in ory colored shoots of the new growth are 
beginning to push up from the rich dark earth. The c ntrast 
of this light and dark shading is always so declious to contemplate 
at this s eason of the year when so many other things remain dormant. 

Shades of Gertrude stein and her Autobiography of Alice 
Tok'las, which I never read, 'came back today when I got around to 
read the enclosed letter from Alice herself. I must drop her 
a line tonight, disclaiming credit on Clemence 1 s behalf and my own, of 
having sent her a cook book but expressing our delight that she 
was happy to receive the book and that 3he likes the Grandpere Augustin 
salade. I shall take the opportunity to asked her if she knows 
the whereaboutsof my old friend, Bernard Fay who used to go to 
the Ste in-Toklas home quite frequently. I have lost track of him 
completely but perhaps she can 3e,t me strai ht as to his 
present where a bouts. It has been so long since I read his 
Franklin biography, —the First Civilized American,. I 
have almost forgotten how he handled the subject and■ I think I 
could read it again witli pleasure. 

Some member of the Memos family died yesterday, a resident of 
Little Biuer, and the funeral wap scheduled for noon today. The 
cook wanted to attend and accordingly we planned to h q ve dinner a little 
earlier than usual. But, of course, we had not counted on 
thi unpredictable lady named Irma Somperyac Willard, who 
suddenly appeared unannounced just as we were heading for the big house. 
She had her son. Daniel Willard, his wife and child, Suzanne, with 


w - — a r r — ■-—-. --—— */-- — ^ w ~ ~ ' ,w t/ j w -- 

She had her son, Daniel Willard, his wife and child, Suzanne, with 

her. I had met the son years ago when he was bout to enter 

or graduate from Anapolois but had never met the wife or seen 
the offspring, a sweet child, bej'ore. They had all been in !l tchitoches, 
I believe, and had paused here while en route to UewOrleans.. 

Irma has such a genius for arriving at inconvenient times, hit the 
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bulk's eye on this occasion for not only was the hour wrong but 
also 3he landed at a time when that same disagree n ble person whom, 

I mention d yesterday had just driven in and as he dislikes 

her even as he 3eems to dislike every one else, the visit could 

not haye been more poorly contrived, In fairness to her, I 

couldn't expect her to guess that the cook was planning to 

attend a funeral but I should expect her to envision lie fact 

that around 22:30 noon every day, most plantations are nearer inclined 

toward dinner than receiving visitors, 

It was good hearing from Madam Regard. I take 
it she is having a busy time during her vacation. The Kirby Roy 
she mentions is a relative, --a young doctor who seems to be one of 
those rare physicians like the lady doctor who is primarily interested 
in curing the patients rather than speculating on how much money can 
be extracted from them. 

As for Sister Frances Jerome, I thought she would get a kick 
out of the lady what g^ve up being a Baptist in order to 
become a "Christian", Her reference to that line is contained in a sente 
whose working I forget but expresses pleasure that things are improving 
by which she means, of course, that the mulatto dominated Church 
is lessening its bigotry against the negro. 


One of the boys helping me today showed me a watch her had 
purchased at the Cohen store • In reciting the 
circumstances of its purchase, he remakred * that the mulatto, 

Jake Cohen, was "studyng a bout" buying one at the same time he 

was there. He said that now that Miss "oily has gone, her 

two sons who have run the place since their father's death, have 

been giving their half brother, Jake, work to do on the 

plantation and that Jake is hoping to mo re back on the place 

froyi across the river shortly, I have always thought it 

lamentable that Miss u oily, after having^°ake as her s ervant for 

decades, should have insisted the boys put him off the plantation when 

following her husband's death, she disc overed the man to have been 

the offspring of her husband which, it must be admitted, could not 

have been qharged against Jake for having selected his parents. 


is so bright, the blackbirds in the hedges give no 
oing to sleep and their subdued twitterings at the 
a pleasent musical b a ckground at t he far end of the "hite G . 
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Friday, February 15th, 1957, 


Memorandum : 

I write at 9:15, to the sound of much cannonading outside, 
what with a whole evening of heat light'ning which was followed by 
the real thing 15 minutes ago, what with a terrific clap of 
thunder and a sudden deluge which probably poured about 80 tons 
of water to the acre on us in the first half minute andthat to 
be toned down to just a heavy pour. We can take it all but 
I assume we shall nt get much more, what with the Weather 
Bureau talking a bout *widely scattered showers" for tonight. 

The white German iris were so lovely in the afternoon sun, perhaps 
the first half dozen of the season to unfold but, thanks to tonight s 
moisture, we ought to have gobs of blossoms more within a day or two, and 
how fast the snowy ribbon grass will push up, thanks to this moisture. 

I spent most of the day transplanting Giant's Beard, —I 
love to write the bontanical name, -"ophio-pog a n-jaburan ",— 
and boraedering the same in the runs environs of the avant-cour with 
Guernsey lilies, and the whole business will profit from tonights 
downpour although I had given the newly set out things a pretty 
good soaking with a hose, Emmett and. &rwin had been making 
such a great racket through the pickets of their fence whence 
they could see me working that when I as through, feeling sorry 
for them, 1 turned them out,and escorted them to the 
other side of the house, thinking they would like to pull 
grass and generally disport themselves in the bhite Garden, But 
I was mistaken on that point, for no sooner had I turned my b a ck than they 
scooted' round the house, busy as only ducks can be at 
the mouth of a hose, running where new things have just been 
planted. Accordingly I got a handful of cracked corn and started toward 
their pen and they nearly knocked me down in their scramble to 
get in the gate ahead of me Later, along about first dark, I 
tossed the hose over into their pen, letting the water .trickle ever so 
slightly that they might be amused therebye during the long moonlit 
night, but now that the moon is lost behind clouds and botfy the 
artificial stream qad the cascade of natural bent from on high are 
both pumping water in their direction, Emmett and Erwin must 
be having quite a ducky evening, all in all . 

One /tears lots of talk about the Soil Bank in 
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Sunday, February 17th, 1957 


Memorandum 


Spring continues penetrating the bayou country and 
tiny, pale green leaves are pushing out on every other branch of tree 
and shrub, or, perhaps, to be a little more precise, on 
the■ branches of every other tree or shrub. 


' Friday night's thun er storm knocked out telephone 
communicution all through this area so that not a tinkle was 
heard on that instrument from 9 o'clock on Friday night until 
7 ;30 on Saturday night but it was mighty busy after that, 
what with all the pent up t a lk the local subscribers had to undo, 

Saturday's post brought the letter frpm Bob which 
made me smile at the point where he mentioned meeting ames and Kay, and 
how Kay had been upset by the Reno explosion and had withdrawn, 
for it reminded me of something somebody had said that in view of 
Kail' 3 prolonged telephone conversations with Patty, it was 
guessed that the next time she encountered Bob, she would make 
short work of the contact . Somehow it seems remark a bJ c that Kay 
hasn't yet reached that stage of maturity that enables her 
to exert a dab of self control in such casual encounters as that 
with Bob on the street. 


Carolyn passed this way about 5 thi s a fternoon, .en route from 
Marshall to -'few rleans. She said Mr. Hodges is in contact with 
some Shreveport agency with a view to engaging some concern 
to make a film of his gardens. Carolyn thought she would 
like the job and I accordingly wrote c letter to the head 
of the -Shreveport agency recommending her for the job. Some Kansas City 
con ern has already bid on the job, offering to turn the thing 
for twenty five thousand dollars. Carolyn think she can do as 
good a job at a smaller figure, I pointed out to her that 
it was t-he business of the agency to sell Hodges the idea that 
what he wanted was quality and that in estimating the co3t of 


had heard from the grape vine that the Welfare Department in town inclines 
to regard me as a shadowy figure, living in an ivory tower and seldom 
if ever approachable. Imagine the disappointment when it was discovered 
I was a dirt be-spattered common laborer, engaged in gardening 

t 012 Va “ (i,;SSa ' , • 

m...y,f^re be vast peace and relaxation 
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the movie, within reasonable limits, shouldn t cut much ice 
either way with the owner of the gardens. But I am under the 
impression that Hodges is not overly cultivated and I m not 
sure he would recognise r . 0 °od product from a bad one 
in the movie field and, for all I know, he may be o:)e of those 
penny wise, pound foolish sot of people who wouldn t mind 
investing c (iime on making a picture of a ten million dollar invest¬ 
ment.. in'the mean time, while the agency works on Hr. aodges, 
old prinavera will be working on his asellias and by the 
time all minds are finally made up, this year's shooting of the 
picture will have to be postponed until next year regardless. 
i suppose, for instance, that the c mellias nust be in full flower right 
now which certainly lets out that depa -tment for this year, and 
in view of the steady march of Spring on all .'fonts, other 
movie material will be treading hard on the camellia heels . 

I hooted when I heard that Kiss Dormon had suggested that 
1 little Inidan girl be used as the central figure of the 
picture. Carrie would drag in her Indians regardless for she can work 
up more emothion c bout the vanishing Indian than c bout anyX other 
person in the world. I made it plain that if I should be asked to 
assist with the script, there would be no Indians scuttling around 
rpi ong the a marillis andazellias beds. 

It was kind of James to go to so much trouble about getting 
addresses and copying exprpts from one of my letters to him, all in his 
effort to secure some foundation grant on my behalf. But he 
docsn^t seem to feel as I do, that if the Sterns be approached on the 
matter, it should be by a third party, not directly by me, for it strikes 
me as being definitely on the odd side,'were I to sit down and 
write Hr. Stern a letter, asking him to please send me three thousand 
... t.iurs a year, —just like that. As you know, the fund which Kr. S.'s 
father-in-law, old Rosenwald, established, had extra, funds outside the 
conventional grant type, some of which were sued to assist the 
a rti3t in t he 1940's. Perhaps the Sterns have some such extra 
Foundation f ns which, if they knew the local situation, might be 
glad to Unvest but it seems to me a direct appeal for same on my part 
would be distinctly the wrong approach With Aunt "illie planning to 
be present in the Crescent City next month, her kin folk might patch up 
their shadow boxing feuds and, a*s she knows the Sterns, spill a pleasant 
cup of tea with them and so cover the whole case at once casually and 
effectively. But prob a bly, as would be most natural, the Stern will 
wonder why some of the Storms or others even closer to the Cane^iver 
country lend a financial hand and that will probably be the 
last of the business. I suppose it s wonderful the universe work as 
well as they do •.. 


February 18th, 2957. 


Memorandum ; 


Between midnight and 7 this morning we had an inch and a 

u . *' . . . __ l .11 W.i X giinnn. 4 « The 


hnl/Vf rain 'and as it has- sprinkled all day, 1 suppose the 
gage must stand at at least 2 inches tonight • I 

noticed Morgan Beatty had something to say from a Dallas date 1 me 
ihemin remarking that it was a good one and had come just at 

the right time for the drought area, although I guess any time 

would have been right, —the drought area has been dry so 
long. 

Pat had a letter from somewhere below the Equator today 
Buenos' Aires, perhaps. One gathers ^at although it is 
summer time in our sister continent to the BoutQ, the 
traveling may be a little bumpy for the letter remarked that 
the balance of the trip would be stepped up b^ging 

the travelers back well before the February 28th date that 

had figured in the original calculations • 

On the Lowell Thomas program tonight, he rattled off the 
names of several people among those present at a dinner 
at which he presided as Toast Vaster . I was impressed by the incl 
of the name of Grandma Moses. Haturally that set me to wondering 
if Grandma is in the environs of Hollywood bent of film 
business.. T must drop 1 rma and Farley a letter to see 
what they can report on this matter. What with Toulouse-Lautrec 
and Vincent von Gogh having made the cellnloides, itseems 
natural that Grandma might have a fling at it but! think 
she will have to g-t up early in the morning if she performs with 
as much non-chalence as the local aftist. 

When Grandma's name appeared in a broadcast from Hollywood, 
however, the though naturally came to mind that I had better 
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Tuesday, February 19th, 1957* 


get in touch with Univerael Films, in view o their 
recent casting „hout in t he Natchitoches area 
for information of one type or another. I know not how it 
is now but there used to be a tendency on the part of the 
big movie producers to approximate in subject matter the 
themes of the rival houses and perhaps Universel might be 
interested with a likely primitive painter if 
somebody like Fox or Tetro-Goldwyn should already be 
turning Grandma• 

It occured to me, as I concluded the above paragraph 
that -i might talk with Hr. Beckermai on the subject, as he had 
shepherded the Universel representative while in this 
area some time back. He came up with the name of one 
Sam I fnsell w o seems to be a Mogul in universel. 

Th t ought to nail down something in that direction, unless, 
of course, it should chance to b e Universel who 
is turning randma. c 

Well, so things turn and between this paragraph and 
the above, the artist telephoned to say what a damp day it 
had been and how much she would like to be pci. nting a picture, 

I must go by her house at dawning to see what is what, 

A new manifestation of Parish political and 
politician concern for people of color came to the fore 
today when the plantation was approached by Sheriff 
Morris who expressed a desire to turn out the youths 
with pecane lifting propensities from the jail, Before 
color voted'.in the South, the Sheriff, 1 think, - any Sheriff, 
would haven t give Ci second thought to the length of time 
such inmates remained incarcerated. But political winds are 
blowing down new channels and hence the'Sheriff'3 concern. In 
his letter fhom afar, J. H. suggested the boys remain in 
j a il until his return which, I assume, may be early next 
week. It is assumed that on his a rrival they will be turned out 

the mean time, it is inLeresting 
the politicians hearts which in 
made of tone in matters concerning 
the second class citizenry. 


ic 
hi i 


It 

and that will be that but in 
to notice thepalpitations of 
the past had so often seemed 
everybody in the bracket o 


Ho-hum—so many letters to write tonight that 
I had better get busy . 



Memorandum: 

Cloudy, damp and 50 -ish all day with the promise 
of the same sort of thing for the next three days. 

Such weather doesn t make it very pleasant outside but 
February is the. ideal time for working on crepe myrtles and 
so I am making the most of it. 

And tonight I expect to do a synopsis or two in 
slightly differing versions of "Brush of Glory" which may be 
convenient to have to hand, should Hollywood manifest interest 
inmaking a bigger and better film version of the HBC short 

The artist telephoned me early this morning, remarking upon 
the forbidding nature of the weather and accordingly how nice 
it ix uld be to stay by the fire and do some painting. I agreed 
but was too busy all morning to get over to see her and so site 
came tapping on my window at noon, unable to restrain herself 
longer from getting tangled up in the paint, pots, 


any 


the business 


It goes without saying, of course, that I stack to 
of painting and made no reference to "Brush of Glory", and 
ever since 1 have been turning over in my mind what i3 the kindest 
thing to do r.bout the whole ihing. I wish somebody would invent 
a thermometer that would register when a given person is happiest am 
under what conditions.. fiobody likes the pinch of poverty, 
of that I am sure, and she has been emancippted from that condition, 
but a demand for pictures automatically starts her in the 
dir ctions of slap-d a bbing off things of dubious quality 
and ability to patronize the local honkey-tonk produces 
just the effect one would expect when to her painting terpentine is 
added a portion of alcohol which produces canvases that 
are tremendously interesting from a psychiatric viewpoint but 
not designed to do anything but harm the 3ale of her work 
end thus set her b a ck. And so I cannot help wondering what 
a full length Hollywood picture woiild do for her and whether it 


I 
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occupy only at the ex psense of great dizziness that 
nught well topple her down to a depth much lower than the 
present level she now occupies. If, as in all truth I must, 

I h a ve to idmit that I have had a hand inlending her a hand to arrive 
at her present status, I must at the same time accept the 
responsibility of furthering or hindering the next logical 
step upward, —upward, that is, in popularity and acclaim and 
financial affluence where she prob a bly could manage things much less 
to her own advantage than she does at the present level. Oh, for 
such athermometer that would register when people have attained the 
maximum of happiness at some given point. 


Wednesday, February 80th, 1957. 


I shall be 
Human" volume, *a 
tiie Elmer Davis 
i a collection 
19 53 at about th 
interesting to h 
I always admired 
political subjec 
him. on the radio 


to lay side temporally the "More Than 
a bird finished, in order to take up 


glad 
bout 

volute, - "But We Were Born Free". I think this 
of speeches he delivered along toward the end of 
e time MocCarthy was rampant and it will be 
e*.r what Mr. 1) vis has to say about such matters for 
the Davis viewpoint on a vast variet of 
ts and have greatly regretted being unable to find 
tltesc latter years. 


A flock of mail came to hand today, much of it of secondary 
interest, not all of which I opened, and all of which that I did skim 
through to be explored again . 1 notice aletter from that slightly 

demented man from Montgomery which can be taken up any old time and 
t pouple of letters from James, one of which asks for advise on several 
points con erning his Jalon book which he apparently is going ahead with\ 
after probably having put it aside temporarily during the big moving 
number. I shall ponder oh my response for a day before answering 
for there is no doubt in my mind that his forte is in research and 
not in writing a ndthatthe material which he is rounding 
up would have such a good chance if whipped together by 
a n expe ienced hand. He is dickering with some E a t in-American, 
perhaps a Mexican, living in Oklahoma, to illustrate 
tne story, reproducing from photographs some of the houses in 
the /Jatche area during the Spanish era, Cherokee, Connelly's Tavern 
and so on. He doesn t know that somebody has already done a pen picture 
folic of Matches houses and it is a delicate matter to suggest to him 
t'iut he collaborate with somebody >,» the writing of the book. But I rec 
he can afford this investment which will pay no dividends and. I shou'ldn 

i.&itMFtoWiitisfit} TAVd 


Memorandum ; 


How nice, how nice, how nice. 


Your grand message with its e. closed clippings arrived in 
today's post and it's grand to have this confirmation that all 
rocks , along. 

On receipt of your letter, I made a little visit to 
the Chapel where I liked a new candle which will voice a silent 
prayer that all may be going well with mother and child. 

I shall be so glad to learn the good news as 1 feel sure it will be. 

What with the supper bell coming too close on the heels of the 
secretary, I put off reading the clippings until the morrow when 
' I know I shall devour them wit relish, for the headlines were 
sufficient to assure me of interest in both subjects, and speak ng 
of the 'Murrow business, I heard him but one night, — Friday, - of last 
week and then he faded from the microphone and Mr. Collingwood ii 

br,ck again this week. E. Roscoe \s a hop-skip o,nd jump artist 
with whom I find it difficult to keep up. 

There was a letter from v a mes which I didn t finish but 
shall get to on the morrow, the wo words, seet'and tours, 
as they appeared in the letter, as read b the secretary, impressed me 
inasmuch as I feel 3ure they were being mis-read, sine the 
word just before was blood, and I must remember to tell James that, foi 
it somehow sounded so odd when "blood, sweat and tears" turned out to I 
"blood, sweet and tours", which reminded me of another rendition of 
week or so ago when v^mes referred to "Ike and Mamie", which 
were rendered by the secretary as "Ike and Miami, which, 
you will agree, turns out to be a horse of quite di other 
color. 

The jail in town g a ve up one of the local youths today on the 
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theory that as he is 17, he should be turned ou - in order to 
go on with his schooling . He is a tall by and looks much 
older' than his two accomplises, who are around 20 but smaller 
of stature. The artist telephoned me to say the youth, who Hues next 
door to her, -*■ believe, had returned and a few minutes later the 
youth tapped on my window to say Howdy and to i sk if he might have 


n cigarette which he had greatly longed for while away . 
so wonderful how casually they all take such adventures. 


It's 


Along about, 4-: 30,. two ladies appeared at Yucca, one on one side 
of the house, the other on the other, both bent of different business. 
For it was the artist on the White Garden side, she having 
come across the cotton patch while on the front wqs Hay Balthazar who 
had c me in her car which she had left by Celeste s. I 
learned later that Miss Hunter had ccme to advise me that May was comin 
to convert me to Catholicism but somehow May had touched home base soon 
that the artist f from whose house May had cone, had figured. The 
result was that’both ladies lied, one declaring she had ccme for duck e 
pid the other for a chunk of white ribbon grass roots. May got 
the roots and so id she would be coming back again and 
Miss Hunter got a board on which to paint a Cane River picture 
„nd so all turned out gust dandy and I remain unconverted. 

The morning weather forecast predicted cloudy, damp, c ol 
weather for the next three days but all the clouds vanished and 
although the coil 3pell continues, the dampness seems to have 
evaporated considerably, thanks to the brilliant shnshine. 

And a further surge of Spring is heralded from the bamboo hedges 
where droves of thousands of birds headed in to rest. last week but 
have now increased their thousands by tens of thousands. 

If I get around to do an y listening tonight, ± think 
1 shall tart off with the Elmer H vis book since I know not 
wh a t hour the Mresident is scheduled to go on the air concerning 
the Hear £ja st. I hqve a feeling that the whole Egygt-Israel 
thing isn t being handled well and perhaps it doesn t matter so 
much what the ■* resident has to say, although I have no doubt 1 
shall catch up w it him eventually later tonight on re-broadcasts. 

IVerc I in Israel's 3hoes, I shouldn't have much faith in 
American assurance that moal force will stand behind them if they wil 1 
withdraw their troops from Egyptian territory. Israel is 
to be■congratul ted in her realization that the world is going to 
exert m ral force ,and sympathy but when a gunman is holding 

- -*■ — - ‘-- J ■ it - -•*--- “* w -emon 

eemingly 

_ _ we knqw anything 

nd I think we don t know mud 


5." 


Thursday, February 21st, 1957 • 


Memorandum: 

What with c national holiday on the morrow, I reckon this 
memo will not be going forward until Saturday but you 
will have anticipated a one dqy skip in deliveries and so will 
be braced against a double dip when the even tenor is resumed. 

I was sorry to learn of the death of Mrs. Cowperthwaite 
iii today's post. Although I had never met the lady, our 
correspodence was always so pleasant that it seemed as though 
we might have been playthings together. I had intended writing 
a note to her la3t night, inquiring as to her good health but 
I got sleepy ^before I got a round to it and now I am glad 
I didn t . And so tonight I shall write the family a note instead. 

I was so happy to have the pleasure of re-reading yesterday's 
m a il again and to go into the clippings concerning the Mellons 
a nd the Murrow-Saverei business concerning the CBS qdmonition 
to their news people not to give an opinion. I don t .recal 1 if 
I have ever voiced my feelings on this point or not although 
I imagine I may have remarked upon my regret oh occasion that 
E. Roscoe didn t express his own opinion on one matter or another 
and I guess I had better write Columbia that the reason why ABC 
gets af as much of my attention as it does is because I want to 
hear the opinions of the news experts . I reckon most radio 
listeners do more reading of the news than I but probably few 
pay closer attention to radio news a Hd too often when two points 
of view are expressed, I should welcome a commentator's 
opinion as to the Validity of the matter since I have no means on many 
occasions to knoewwhat points, unknown to me, would incline an expert 
in one direction or another. It's like a c.ity asking its 
voters to pass on, accepting or rejecting a hundred t ousand dollar 
bond issue for the installing of some new electrical, unit for t 
the city's use • Knowing nothing about such matters, I wouldn t be 
„ble to express an opinion *s to whether the ity should invest a hundred 
thousand dollars which might be too much, or a million dollars which 


the ear tast to airect an a s our cruiu 

n bout taking care of such a charge or no a 
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might not he adequate for the desired results and for that reason 
I should like to have somebody's opinion --somebody in whose judgement 
I have confidence, I an so glad you seni both of these clippings 
for I have enjoyed them both tremendously • 

9 ‘ \ * 

I am wondering what brought on the opening paragraph in 
the letter from °ames, thanking me for my letters to him, I 
shall respond that he took the. words right out of my mouth as I 
started to tell him the same thing, 

I shall also send along a letter from M rs, Whitehead although 
I think it contains nothing of interest and is quite long winded, 

A )id while I think of it, let me thank youjor mentioning that 
you had failed to receive Letter 4 of la Storm s travel memo. 

Your memory was correct, and 1 am amazed you should have remembered it, 
what with all that scurries n bout in the course of a day, that I did 
receive Letter No, 4, It went into the vast amount of correspondence 


Friday, February 82nd, 1957 


Memorandum : 

To honor the Founder, you can toss out the flounder 
and regardless of the fact that it's fish day, you can go 
right ahead in dining on steak, chops or ham or even 
hog's head cheese or tripe', —if you please. 

Perhaps I should have prefaced the above somewhat astonish¬ 
ing paragraph by saying.it was a news item in this morning '3 
Shreveport Times and, with equal seep I should also confess 
that it is not quoted verbatim • 

Ora' called me this morning to say that from some superior 
prelate in the Catholic Church, a special dispensation had been 
granted to all the fai thful in recognition of the honor due 
our first President and that eating and feasting on cj»y old thing, 
fish or otherwise might be indulged in today . I do?i t 
think A, Lincoln's birthday came on a Friday this year but when it 
does cornea round on that day of the week, we shall see what, if 
ctiything, he may draw from the Holy Papa or which ever cleric 
decides on such matters • 


It goes without saying I couldn t resist telephoning the 
artist is soon as Cra had hung up, I remarked upon the 
prettiness of the day but said the weather bureau had predicted 
colder weather for tonight with rain • She allowed as how she 
was staying inside today to paint and had a backbone stew already a -c 
That shows just how far thePope or anybody else is going to get 
with the artist, Papal bull or not, jU3t so long as there is 
a porker's backbone in the offing • In this instance, at least, it 
might be admitted she got ahead of the Church regardless and. she said 
that it was good the Church was going along when I told her that 
the Paper had said it was alright to eat any old kind of meat 
this Friday, Miss Hunter, as remarked on previous occasions, might 
be termed a sight, I. must pass along the above to James who 
ought to relish it, don't you think. 

Ora said the Montheleon had telephoned that the 
reservations for her and R, B, were in order for the Friday, 

,,0 ‘ *' 
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This machine is certainly carrying on, or rather repeating 
itself almost as often as I do. The last lines of the paragraph 
before this merely remarked that while R. B. and Ora will not b e 
with the Mazurettes they probably will be supping with 
the Registers, 

I was laboring out of doors all day and so received none 
of the telephone calls which, according to the artist, kept my 
’phone ringing much o the time. As she still cannot tell 
her single r ng from my double ring, she continues answering at 
random regardless and must be surprised sometimes when the 
call is ctuallyf or her. I must try to train her in the 
use of this communication's instrument for ± learned by chance 
the other day that when a call is put through to me and she 
answers at her house, she is want to reply to the Question, Is this 

Lestan", she blandly says• "flo . he ain t here ." leading 

the caller to assume that the connection has gone through to 
its proper destination but'-that some servant is simply explaining 
that I am not at home. Such are the adventures of the 
party line system at this bend of the river, 

• . 

Last night, while reading another page of the Ulmer D a vi3 
book, I ran across a reference to Catherine Drinker Bowen whose 
biography of Tchaikovski I thought so well turned. Mrs. Bowen 
had written me a long time hack that she was doing a biography of 
John Adams, of all people, but I never heard anything more about it 
and have no notion if she ever finished it or not. The Davis 
reference was to some article by Mrs. Bowen in some magazi ne on 
the advantages of old age and Mr. Davis dryly remarked that at 
64, he was rattier dubious about the Bowen theory and about 
the best thing he could think of in behalf of advanced maturity 
was the fact that most of the enthusiasms of youth and. middle age 
had been left behind and for star-spangled glory, one didn t give 
a damn. Mr. D a vis is forever surprising me by putting in a cuss wo d. 
I haven't seen a picture of him in £0 years and so have only the menta 
souvenir of his appearance on happy occasions in Baris when one had 
the privilege of discussing life in general with him and Anne OHare 
McCormick but the personalities of each were such that the 
picture of their appearance remains as Oividly in my mind as though it 
were but yesterday. 

All day I have been holding ,the thought that with or without 
lamb cutlet or tuna, your Fdnddr s Day was spent with relished and 
a pleasant hour all alone with little Miss Lee . 
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unday, February £4th, 1957. 


Memorandum: 

A quiet week, end, misty for i he most part, with 
oc asional gleams of sunshine and. withal warm, the cold front 
on the Dallas-Little Rock line having slid eastward into 
Georgia. 

As t might have been expected, the Saturday post, in the wake of 
Friday s holiday, was heavy. I have read perhaps half of the stuff 
coming to hand, including the enclosure which speaks fo itself. 

All the secretaries flew off to some strange place, perhaps 
in Texas, on a b a sket ball tournament, le a ving at dawn on 
Saturday and returning sometime Sunday morning.. 

Carolyn telephone f-rom ‘lew rleans Saturday night qbout 
7, saying she had found the lost documents which she said 
she would hand me along about Wednesday or Thursday when scooting 
this way en route from Dew Orleans to Marshall where, 1 gather, she 
plans to remain just about long enough to turn around since she 
plans to be b a ck in the Crescent City for the week end festivities 
ceeding Mardi Gras, t told her I had received a letter from 
Mr. Hodges' pul lie relations office in Shreveport in response to 
the letter-of recommendation I had written, suggesting the movie 
job of tne gardens for Carolyn. 1 reported that in the b a sence of 
secretaries, howe >er, x had not read the letter, ^t was rather 
extraordinary that she was able to read this letter to me since 
the Hodges representatives had sent a duplicate copy 
of their letter to me along to her. Tn he covering letter 
to Carolyn, they had asked for an .appointment and I 
dictated a response to her, suggesting that the appointment 
be held on Thursday of this week either in Shreveport or 
in M a nny, —where the gardens are situated, —some 14 miles from 
Tfan ,, * guess it is. She had learned through some roundabout 
way that somebody had bid four thousand dollars to do the job 
and j. found that figure ridiculously low. I pointed out 
that she wouldn i do anything short.o a Cadillac job 
if she undertook it and therefore it was 3illy to quote 
a Ford price on the merchandise. After all, Hodges 
i 3 enormously wealthy a»c{ the gardens are his pet project 
and theefore i felt at least eight thousand dollars should be 
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a price meaning nothinng to Hodges and that would permit 
some sort of a profit. She thought five thousand five hundred 


c. better figure and I feel instinctively she 
somewhere around that figure. I have seen a few movies 
Carolyn has seen more butmost of the ones with which she 
connected have lost money for the producers because of 

is that it would be better not to 


Monday, February 25th, 1957. 


might be 
will id 
made and 
has been 

the low quotations. My point 

undertake the job if adequate c ompensation weren'tassured and 
a suppose she takes the position that it would be better to 
3queecze through on a good fob with a view of getting other 
gardens, such as Leutcner-Stark, *unt "illie and so on. I 
recognize that point, too, but a picture produced at one figure as a 
starter is too often followed p others which somehow end up at 
the same price and a dozen jobs providing scant if any profit are even 
more comply than one since the time and energy expended on the dozen 
is depriving other undertakings while the dozen are being 
turned out. 

On the Register side, Carolyn reported that all seemed to be 
going swimmingly in evidence whereof she reported that Kay seems to 
be ser ously taking up f-mes's enthusiasm for Mary Baker^ddy. 

I opined as how I thought that was just fine since a common 
religious, albeit pseudo, would be helpful to keep things 
sympathetic for both members of the family and that 
orob^b'ly K a y needs a lot of Eddy-ism or Coue- sm or 

whatever and obviously her Episcopalian affliiations had never done he 
good. 4 have often noticed that fervent Mary Baker *ddy-itcs, 
even os many practioners of all religions, tend to be ar down so 
heavily on keeping their own ties with God so tight that 
they tend to drift farther and farther away from considerations 
of other human beings, so con erned are they with their own 
private intercourse with the Almighty, —a fact which, it seems to 
me, as in Celeste's case,leads to a concentration on the first part 
of the First Commandment, — "Thous shalt love the Lord, thy God", and 
utterly forgets the eqi.ally if not even more important second part, — 
"and thy neighbor as theyself". Somehow the neighbor part seems to ge 
lost in the shuffle and, in my opinion, defeats the whole 
reason for Religion. 

But just because it is the Sabbath is no excuse for me starting 
to preach a sermon and besides, it is getting time for me to fold up 
jWe£$ftrf}g a i}fi ? tfr,7lon Ua V Crai 9 associates are 
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Memorandum ; 

Cur weather continues damp 
c uick quarter of an inch rain 
occasional gleams of sunshine 


and 70-ish, with 
this noon, followed by 


Carmen telephoned this morning on behalf of 
the Bresident of the ''hamber of Commerce toask if 
I would receive them one day this week to take up the 
matter which the President had wanted to take up with me 
as soon as c nvenient. I suggested that the 1 resident come 
thisay'ternoon and she asked. Carmen, if she might a ccompany 
him. She might, --and as she brought me a „a lion, no 
less, of Borden s ice crea i of qhocolate flavor, I only 
regret that little Miss Lee isn t he ate to join me 
and grandpa at St. GiggitJBs Fountain for a bender of 
Borden ' s finest. 

fust why zhe business that had to be transacted couldn 
be done over the telephone, I cannot understand but come the 
must and come they did. 1 thought we would run out 

of small talk before the President ever gotaround to 
bring up the matter that occasioned the visit. He 
told me thatin casting „bout for a guest speaker for 
the annual Chamber of Commerce dinner to be held this 
Spring, ^ name had been brought up by the Committee and 
hat the Board had taken the trouble to voice its 
entire satisfaction without going on to consider any of 
the other names and that accordingly he had felt i ipelled 
to come to extend the invitation in person. 


Of ccurse 
frankly, hud 
what subject he 


how flattered / was but that 
for such a gathering. I asked 
had in mind. He said it was agreed that 


1 told him 
no message 


that should be left entirely to me. 1 asked how large a dm 

^dm^JStstiUgh^^Ht t? 0 im h §Wsti u . se I tl tiiE Wiuea 
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him I regretted, that my voice lacked the carrying power 
/’or such a gathering. He said a public address system was 
to beused for the occasion and that the thing would be aired. 

As you know perfectly well, Ch c mber of Commerce means five 
cent cigars and you also know perfectly well that I haven't a nyt 
to say that they would understand, or, if they did, would enjoy. 
I told him he had letter run over the list again but he 
said the C 0 mmittteee was of one opinion about the choice. 

1 told him 1 would mull the matter over a ;»d let him know later 
in he week. To talk Chamber of Commerce langu ge and especiall 
without nqtes has its drawbacks, and doubly so for one 
who does.'. t pretend to he an after dinner speaker. Well, 
we shall eventually see 

This morning I u is impressed by the earlier hour at which 
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Memorandum 


incoming letters ana one in a yamiaiur r^ 
pleasure. 

I was so glad to hear from little Miss Lee on a 

dozen points, and the one that enchanted me the most had to 

do with a sort of Berkley Square contact which I found altogether 
enchanting I find it so. ascinating how those dar to us are 
so often encountered in such places as we do meet on that particular 
level as mentioned. There was something about the recognition 
in the woods that was as unexpected as the sojourn through an 
endless but lovely Art Gallery which Lestan experienced a while back 
mh-ch may have been mentioned at the time . And somehow the lovliest 

part bout 1 iitle Miss Lee's experience was the presence of her comp 

and the joining of all three in recognition, at least. That fact 
seems to stand out so clearly in my mind as one of the blessings 
of Heaven, --when Time shall have ceased to exist and kindred souls 
mingle so readily without any consideration whatsoever of the 
calendar 4nd at this moment runs through my mind the last line oj 
n ii old popular tune : "Come, let's dream again". 

And may I that k you J'° r al i tUe particulars concerning the 
Schweitzer .film and needless to say, I was avid for each po int. 1 
a m so glad you enjoyed it so thoroughly. How much fun such a 
„H m will always offer when viewed over and over again. It 
. o o 0 hearten ina to know t at such grand things are really being ere 
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items checked and the recommendations you appended, —all of which 
struck me as be mj excellent. Some day I am going to find somebody 
in Washington who can y iye me a flock of particulars about our 
organize ion that determines what shall and shall not be 
recorded. I have no complaints about the service rendered by 
Congressman Thompson but I don't want to bother him toco much about 
my interests in the Library field. I may drop Elmer Davis a 
note about a point he mudq in his n But We >•ere horn Free, and 
although I suppose he isn t well and has plenty to use up 
his energies, I think 1 might refer to the doings in the library of i 
on the chance that one of hi3 secretaries or a CqUamtances miyht be 
especlally interested in that department and therefore equipped to g 
one adv.se regarding the means of going about making improvements. 

And speaking of C ngressman Thompson T think I had better 
drop him a note about another volume of Proust while he is still 
in the Capitol, for it is said by various people, —I got 
it from q local planter, —that hompson is likely to benominated 
for Governor on the nextGubern a torial go-round. Eldnder once 
wanted the job but seems to have k* given up the notion. 

Oddly enough Russel Long is itching for the Governor's chair, too, 
it is said but Earl has made so many people infuriated at him 
that the magic name of Long might be more of a hinderance to 
Russel than was formerly the case. You may recall that 
E a rl went after Thompson, hammer and tongs, invading his District 
to defeat him diring the last election when Thompson was running fo 
re-election to t he House of .resentatives, and that in spite of 
the Long methods o rule or ruin, Thompson came out the winner 
suggesting that in one District, at least, he could beat the Longs 
in sp\te of their outrageous methods nd that, I think, is really 
heartening. Should honpscn ever make the top sea in B a ton Rouge, 

L should ceriaiiily m^ke it a point to enlist his good offices in the 
handling of Reading Machines in Louisiana. 

I finally got the Plantation Nativity pict re today 
a'nd I was fairly pleased with it as a possible item for 
Hall M ^rk. Cue of the secretaries whosaw.it thought the lueen 
of Heaven was combing l)er hair, another that she was sewing, so I 
take it the Bc.be doesn t *,, mn at you too madly although the 
a ?ijel in the .sky is sounding off on a trumpet the size of 
the Zeoj/eline and looks as funny _s my spelling of the comparis 

?•» oa„ I 
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post Script* 

; ' ./ j apologize for the lines that are typed one 

over another, .'lone of t^em contain anything of 
interest. I didn't notice them until 1 removed the 
paper from the machine . 
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Thursday, February S8th, 1 57. 


certainly will not enable the lady to undertake the joint 
wiriting of the novel which I prediced, shortly after the initial 
undertaking of that job by Farley, would never he consumated. 

At t he time I w c s thought wacky in the head. flow I'm predicting 
nothing will get done in any field by anybody if there isn't 
more concentration on d a y to day duties and less on long range 
chating. Personally I am not particularly interested in all this 
buzzing except that I cjo want to pin down a flew york gallery for 
Jiunter show and I don t uiant to wait from month to month 
until Indian Summer rolls 'round again before the matter is settled 
by the volonteer who suggested handling the matter in Manhattan 
when that trip was e..vis ion for last January. Somehow the 
whole business is beginning to remind me of that line the gamester 
at the roulette wheel was want to cry out- 

"Around and around she goes aitd where she'll stop, nobody knows. 

I telephoned the Pr sider.t of the Chamber of Commerce today 
to say 1 would accept the invitation qs guest speaker for the 
a nnual dinner. I lentioned the fact to Cra when she 
called on the 'phone this morning. She said she has attended one 
or two of them in the past, that they usually number qt dinner about 
300 to 500 people and are usually held at some banqueting room in 
one of the big buildings at the college, the locaJ hotels 
not having seating capcatty for such a gathering. Off hand, 

1 can think of nothing more boring than a Chamber of Commerce 
dinner but tuere is a possibility that I can beat the drum a d a b for 
the broader viewpoints oji more than one subject with ait audience 
representing power in the community if nottoo much gray matter 
in any other field than money and 1 guess I can sacrifice iy own 
convenience to such a cause. 

Cra had telephoned me to read a letter she and P.. B. had just 
received from James, inviting them to the Pontalbc this week end. 

I sippose the idea involved is as old as the hills but the 
application was a hit new to me when I heard it today, to wit, that 
t eCatholics are presenting prospeqitve converts with a sizeable 
book concerning prayers, LrtuaT, etc., that those receiving them may 
acqua-nt themselves with many helpful points in preparation for 
"becoming a Christian". The majority of those receiving the books ca; 
read but they put them under their pillow at night on the theory, J si 
they may absorb the doctrine physically rather than uisually. Isn't 
tha a sc ream ..... 


Memorandum: 

Well, the Jouth American travelers returned some time during 
the night , 

I saw J. H. at the store before breakfast and I had a demi- 
tasse with Celeste at 9 before she took off again, --this time 
for Mansura to pick up Madam Regard. She will return tomorrow and 
the next day J. H. will entrain for Chicago, returning here by air 
on Tuesray. How they do get around. 

Both travelers said they were glad they went but Celeste 
said her next trip would be to Europe and that she wouldn't 
nave to visit South America again. There had been so much 
talk about Cuzco that I was surprised that seems to have been the one 
place they didn't go although they found Lima pleasant and had a car 
to drive where they pleased. 

They both liked uenos Aires best and didn't care for 
Rio de Janero. From all, which is little, l know about the two 
cities, 1 should be glad to let them have Buenos Zires if they would 
let me have Rio. 

f. H. said inflation was all over the place in the continent 
to the South, cotton 3hirts that would cost a couple of dollars 
on tnis continent are priced at five or six dollars down there and 
Fords sell at fifteen thousand dollars. Celeste said she was 
shocked the way boy3 would casually walk up to an automobile and 
urinate against the wheels. 

• 

Leaving the mouth of the Amazon yesterday morning, they touched 
at Caracas, Jamaica and Havana, arriving in Mew Orleans two and a half 
hours late, —around 7 o'clock last night. The.y had been half 
an hour late on arriving at Havana and were held up two hours more at 
the air port there because of an operational tangle. Each plane, 
it seems, is permitted to take on only a certain number of passengers but 
after all the passenger.$ were in the plane, it was discovered that one 
more ticket for the flight had been sold than the law allowed. The 

?Mm . n f fhip-ttPsrPmi ■ ! a iL ‘i' r 1 1L J r 
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March 1st, 1957 


a stewardess cannot le a ve the plane at any stop along the route 
unless taken ill, —and apparantly the lady had no imagination. 

The man to whom the excess ticket had beer, sold refused to get ojf »e 
plane, saying the air line had pulled that trick on him bejore and 
he wasn't falling for it this time as he had an appointment in 
Crowledy, Louisiana this morning and simply had to get there. It turned 
out he is the son of some friend of J• H. down there* The telling 
of this episode was so punctured with digressions that J never did find 
out how the Gordian knot was finally cut. Perahps some 
passenger died of old age wltile waiting for the red tape to 
be cut. 

It seems to me I have several hits of corres ondence to 
enclose but I don t recall that any of it is of passing interest. 

I did 3 mile at Bob's reference to the young lady with whom he was walking 
when he sighted Carolyn and that he avoided speaking to her on the 
a 33U$ption she m ght not appreciate the set up. I feel quite certain 
that Carolyn wouldn't h a ve the slightest interest inthe young lady 
or that s.e would, give the matter a second thought. I think it reasonable 
tu assume that Bob is laboring under some guilt complex about Batty 
and the little one and tends o imagine old a cqua intances might 
be as upset by his doings as he is himself. Why anybody but Bob 
should be inte ested or care about how many girls he might accompany 
I cannot magine. 

' I must say I had to laUjh when 1 read Hina s letter, offering 
a million apologies for not having written sooner and ending up 
by writing practically nothing else. I think that, like Kay, she 
finds letter wiring difficult nd just as Miss Dormon always used to 
fall b a ck on the excuse that "ole Virginie" was just stepping 
on the s carter and she must therefore break off, so both Kay 
and Hina fall back on the esca escape phrase out writing more 
on the morrow. 

Last night I finally finished "More than Human" by Sturgeon 
after putting it aside to read and re-read Elmer Davis's "But *e 
Were B 0 rn Free". The. Sturgeon book is an excellent example 
of the necessity of the Library of Congree prefacing recorded books 
with some indication, as from the blurb on a book's jacket at 
least, to enable the reader to get some notion as to what the book is 
driving at or at least what it is about. But how this particular 
vfllume ever got published in ink, 1 cannot imagine and how it ever 


Memorand uni : 

How does that old saying go about the month of March, -- 
in like a lion out like a lamb or the other way around. Well, 
locally it was the other way around, for it certainly came in 
like a lamb, a nice well behaved, sunny lamb and may the same gentle 
animal i/e gamboling off your the direction of Lyme forthwith if, indeed, 
he hasn t already put in an appearance . 

I devoted most of my day togardening, grabing off this or that 
helper now and then to lend me a hand for there were helpers in the bamboo 
section taking out truck loads of the stuff. I had the good luck 
to track down the great roots of three big old gmpevines and got them 
dug up. I suppose each was at least half a hundred years old and as 
i)i e y have a capacity for sending out tendrils at least 75 or a hundred feet 
in a season, you can well imagine how they cantwist up and mash down 
hedges and flowering plants and trees with no trouble at all. I 
am so glad to be * rid of them, 

I paused in my day's labors for half an hour when the Reverend Fathers 
passed this way in mid afternoon, — jus't a ne ghborly call, 

I guess, as they appeared to be out for 'a stroll and chanced to pass 
this way. I must say they brought up a point that tended to 
take me a-back. I congratulated them on the success attending their 
efforts in taming the high and autocratic spirits of the mulattoes to 
such a point as to bring them around to recognizing that the negroes 
are actually living beings and even to the extent of inspiring them 
to accept the latter into their fold, so long denied the negroes. 

I was frankly floored when I was asked if I hadn't stopped to realize 
that the. example set forth by the creation of the Yucca Chapel of 
theBlessed Martin probably made a profound impression on the hearts 
of the local gentry Pf color. Frankly I don t think it so much 
as made a dent but I will go along with the Reverend Fathers if 
they want to lay the wfrole emllowing of mulatto hearts to the influence 
of the Blessed Martin. 

I was distressed to learn from Mrs. Stirling that my Sunday letter 
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Sunday 


arch 3rd, 1957 


What in the world ever happened to that Marshall 
woman, I shoulc have the vaguest notion, no peep 
on the telephone, ho scratch of the pen. Perhaps she 
got lost in his fine gardens with Mr. Hodges. Perhaps, 
on second thought, she decided it might be better to 
conclude a contract with him for about fourty five hundred 
dollars or perhaps fifty five hunderd before consulting with 
me again knowing that I would strongly recommend eight 
or ten thousand at least. But after all, and 
strick'ly speaking, it is none of my business if the 
bid sumitted should turn out to be fifty cents since I 
cm not going to make the picture although there is just 
a chance thqt I may be consultedon a script 
and a few other points. 

But if one lady be lost, two have been found and 
so that seems to balance one thing against another. Or 
I suppose a couple of ladies have come home to roost, as it 
were, for when, along about first dark, I moseyed across 
the fence with a view of performing my duties as 
Master of the Hounds, I spotted a fine Cadillac under f 
the port-cochere and saw lights aglow in Madam Regard s room, 
leading me to assume that those two travelers are back at 
home base, --for the moment, at least. 

As for the artist, I can't say if she is home 
tonight or not. She came to see me this noon to borrow a 
dollar and a half, saying she was going to town during 
the afternoon and needed a little extra money to pay on her 
glasses. 1 know she received between thirty ‘and fourty 
dollars on painting sales yesterday and in this morning's 
post she received her Old Age Pension check of sixty eight t 
dollars, so I am puzzled about the buck and a half but didn t 
twitch a facial muscle when she threw in the glasses for an 
n libi. The Lord knows how long she has been using that line bu 
enough times to have fitted out the Parish,with pince- 
nez. In short, Miss Hunter is a sight and it's nobody's 
business how she slings her money. So far as I am concerned, 
she is always most meticulous about returning what she has 
borrowed, never failing to remind me that she owes me this or t 
amount when I, as perhaps one of her more constant customers, 
go to purchase a picture. Her grandson and the two other 
pecane thieveq came to see me at the same time she did. They s 

m mv mre th “‘‘ 


Memorandum ; 

We had such a glorious cannonade last evening, with big 
b&ack clouds piling up in the North along about twilight, 
an assembly that was bursting with "grandessa", rolling 
mightily and somehow seeming the more tremendous by the 
vast flocks of black birds flying in from the plough fields, 
hurrying to find perches in the b a mboo before the elements let go. 

I suppose we got a bout an inch and a half of rain and today 
it has remained cloudy so that a maximum of good is being soaked up 
by the earth, already moist. 

When I moseyed across the fence this noon to break bread with 
the ladies, — J. H. being on his way to Chicago, I ran into 
a spectacle that made me stop and calculate that I hadn 't had 
„ sip of wi.ne in 24 hours and so couldn't possibly be seeing 
q nything like pink elephants 4 But what did surprise me and what 
evoked such speculation was the same dog in the same place 
I had encountered him on Wednesday or Thursday, bouncing a bout the 
same dead black cat which I had buried several days ago and somehow 
it was like people getting ready to le a ve a movie theat e, remarking 

"This is where we cane in". 

Obviously the dog had found th cat's grave and dug into 
it and brou ht forth the corpse. Needless to say, following dinner, 
we had another u uneral and I'm holding the thought the cat may now 
really stay planted. 

during dinner, which was all sweetness and light with none 
of the chronic tensions of the past twe'lth month, we were interrupte 
when Celeste caught si^ht of a big old sow with three nice red pigs 
rooting around some newly planted lily bulbs. I drove them a way 
and after returning and finishing my dinner, drove the animals acros 
the osaking cotton fields, knowing that they would head toward their 
which, in fact, led slap to the house of the Lark who came out, 

much shame faced, that l had put myself to so much trouble over 
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Monday, March 4th, 1957 


needed a quarter to get a dc.b of cheer at the honkey-tonk, he 
wondered if he might borrow a quarter from me. It was worth 
several quarter to see the broad black grin revealing the 
shiney white f row of marvelous teeth when I told him 
I thought his charge was very reasonable for permitting me to 
drive home his sow and pigs for him. 

Ora telephoned about 6 this evening to say she and R. R. 
had reutrned home Saturday ni ht and to say that f she had 
li^d a wonderful time during her two or three day s stay in 
the Crescent City. Among other things, she said v^ me3 and 
hay had taken her to see millions of things, including the 


Memorandum 


tomorrow’s dawn but sufficiently warm for vegetation to 
keep on the march, with new shoot3 coming up at the base of 
the‘ banana stalks and butterfly lilies reaching 8 or 10 
inches above ground. 

Today's post wasn’t extensive but neither was the ability 
of the only available secretary and so 1 hav but a vague notion 
as to what it contained and so I shall hold on to one or two 
of the letters with the expectation that tomorrow's assortment of 
readers or spellers may be better. 

There wa 3 a note, among others, from Marth Robinson of 
flew Orleans,. saying that she had some folks from Washington^ D. C., 
x believe, who wanted to come up this way and that she was studying 
b0 ut" dropping in on Nathalie Scott at Alexandria and bringing 
her and the Washington people up to see me on Friday. There 
was some more but i'm not. sure what that was all about. 

There was a half read letter, about, twice the length of 
the last one before, from Alic B., as so many people used to 
style la Toklas. as that was hand w ritten, I made les3 progress on 
it but there appears to be a response to my inquiry regarding 
Bernard Fay and I think there is some reference to him as having been 
in prison, about which I hadn't heard before. Do you reckon 
that was probably during the 2940-2945 era • 2 think 

Alice says Bernard wrote a biography of Louis XVI, of ell people, 

„ad that she is sending me a copy, but all this is guess work and 
as soon as I can secure the services of someone w o can read, I shall 
decipher same and thpn pass it along. 

The radio spoke of the wrecking of a crack train somewhere 


effected wonderful results with furniture, including the cabinets, 
they had picked up in some antique shop and that the whole place w 
elegant. Perhaps the nex day or sometime ^ Carolyn invited 
Ora and Ida Mazurette over to see ■the Pira<c s Alley apartment 
nd Ora was entranced at the vast collection of early Hunters grac 
the establishment. Sometime Ida and R. B. got out to 
the M azvrette s and v ound Charles looking so well although they 
realized r.hat his appcarancc may vastly alter from day to day. 

Ora and R. I. invited them all to break bread with them on 
Saturday noon but Carolyn had appointments and I know not how 
that dinner party turned out. I was especially amused at 
one thing Ora had to tell me, in view of the fact that 
I had posted a letter to Carolyn on Saturday which was rather shar 
instressing the fact that too many projects were constantly 
approaching the boiling stage so that the vast array of pots someh 
to delay any single unit ever reaching a completed stage, 
for Ora reported that James and, Kay had comp'llained that Carolyn 
was so busy go tig off on tangents that 3 he was wearing herself 
to a frazzle before arriving at any given point. 

The enclosure from Bobis interesting in the part where 
he plans a European jaunt in august. The f inaneial status of the 
Segleau familyis a very hazey thing in my mind. There was some ta 
that, unbeknown to Bob, Patty was contemplating selling the 
Hunter pictures in their collection which are some of tt\e finest, 
for lack of funds and somehow this European thing doesn t seem 

. ... ° . _ • v 1 D . v ' __ _ . V - _ L.. _ r 
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arch. 5th, 1957 


n the furmah area, perhaps Rangoon or some such. I can t 
imagine a crack train in that part of the world but perhaps 
a Toonerville -trolley would be classed in such a category in that 
uncertain seqcment of contemporary civilisation. I hold the 
thought the French Ambassador may not have been among t- ose 
present. 


In central Louisiana there is a big stew on the fire which is 
a >out to boil over and that will be inter ting to watch. 
n t Pineville, across the river f rom Alexandria is 
Louisiana College, a Baptist sc ool of learning, --the sane one, 

1 believe, that the Smithcrmans contribute heavily to. The 
rump s seems to swirl around a Dr. Gwyn who is President of the 
institution and some member or members of the Board of Trestees 
are making a concerted effort to have him thrown out, "wrong 
attitude" or "failure to cooperate" o,r some such v.gue charges 
h a ving een made. But from latest radio reports it cu pears 
that the worst thing Dr. Gwyn has done is to tell one of the 
Board members in a private conversation that he personally saw 
no objection to colored students attending the college. And 
a second charge states that while some children of color had been 
studying in separate class in the institution, the Board was 
opposed to granting them the same certificates of accomplishments in 
their studies that we automatically given white students who have 
accomplished the same courses satisfactorily, and that that horrible 
President of the college, Dr. Gwynn as might be expected, has 
h~d the temerity to say that he can see no reason why such credits 
shoujd not be ackonovFledged to any students, if the work had been 
completed satisfactorily. Well, you can imagine how this upset the 
hill billy members of the v oard and now they a re out with their hach 
Dr.Gyynn s scalp. 

In view of the Smi'therman influence which I suppose they may 
well exert if they are to beccu sc of the power that wealth 
places in their hands so far as that college is concerned, it 
seems to me high time that I took my pen in hand a wrote a song 
a nd dance to said Smithermans, just to see if a wire pulled 
from a bamboo hedge canbe so directed as togive an unpleasant 
tingle to the hill billy element down Pinevilie way. 

The artist came, to see me today, hoping to find some materials 
nd an order for a picture. She was successful, She had on a 
long-ish wig, jet b'lacK and shiney with a tignon wrapped around it, 
a nd althoujht the hair do looked like Hell, l declare she didn't loo 
a day over 40. What an exceptional b a g . 
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I have read. it. If I do no get a chance to explore its 
contents before Friday, I shall ask Martha “obinson f or 
Nathalie Scott to run through it for me if they don t have 
too many people with them. 

I have not had an opportunity this evening to run through 
the clippings you enclosed but -<• shall look forward to digesting 
them on the' morrow. It was so thoughtful of you to include 
the obituary of Bishop Jeanmard which had not come to hand, from 
local papers although it must have appeared as he was quite 
prominent in Louisiana. The last time Lionel v>as here, he mentioned 
having luncheon with his uncle, —the Bishop as his uncle,- 
on the day before, saying that he seemed rather frail. A great 
rumpus had gone on of late- in certain quarters concerning the 
Bishop's stand taken regarding the racial thing and, among 
other things, the *>ishop had promptly excommunicated two 
bags down Breaux Bridge 'or Lafayette way ±bt when the took 
swing at some teacher who had the temerity to instruct both 
white and colored children. Apparently the Bishop and Lionel 
have always been on our side in racial matters and it was 
heartening during the past couple of years to see the Bishop, although 
getting tired, still adamant when anything came up within his 

province concerning treating all people as human beings. 

% 

News of Nadine was somehow unexpected and she eems to have 
faded pretty much from my mind # Hers always seemed like a rather 
strange career and 1 'm wonder ng if she finally ended up by 
getting back on ahappier track, following the various set backs 
that seemed to pursue her twenty years ago, —j hope. 

- I am so glad some ram came along behind the snow to wash 
away some of the stuff which makes going in the metropolis 
so difficult. It was a little cboler here today but stillmrm 
enough to encourage vegetation to keep going. -J took the 
opportun ty of comparative quiet to prepare the gourd garden which 
I 3hall not plant for another month. But I like to have it ready 
when the time for putting the seeds in the g round comes. I set 
20 lead pipes upright in several places and wired bamboo 
polls ~bout 18 or 20 feet in height to a series of posts sunk 
into the ground, leaving the brjiches on the bamboo polls. 

I shall connect the a tops of the iron pipes with ropes and 
a young forest of b n mboo polls scattered all about, will enable 
the vine3 to a i.tain considerable height and the gourds 
ought to do wonderfully, what with the pipes giving extra 
support to the bamboo which will have to sustain great weight 

Uat h %h8<*tiihit WtaSItceWtief th 
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Wednesday, March 6 th, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

Everyone in this area seems to have survived Mardi Gras but 
according to the radio, there were a few casualties in New Orleans, 
which, in view of all the riotous doings on that day any old year, isn 
surprising. 

I was particularly interested in one news account of one death. 

A bunch of youths, perhaps 10, more or less in number, oonsturned them¬ 
selves in convict's garb, whatever that may be, —black and white 
stripes, 1 suppose, and on the street one of them jostled a 
negro who instantly wheeled around and shot at the group several 
times, with one of the bullets going through the heart of 
one of the convicts, so called, a medical student. 

7/hat on interesting study for a fiction writer, if possessed of 
s psuchatric bent. I know nothing about the history of the slayer 
but in a shot story, he could be made to have been one of those 
convicts from Angola who acted as waiters at the Cakley dinner 
Mrs. Stirling engineered a few years ago. After leaving prions, where 
he had .had horrible adventures, as many of them did according to 
subsequent revelations made by prison authorities, so that 
his dreams he was tormented by the vision of stripes and the illusion 
h* was bnCk in that horrible hole of incarceration. And then 
years after he had been discharged and had been leading a 
respectable existence in the Crescent City, he was returning 
home from work on “ardi Gras evening when on the street he was nearly 
knocked off his feet by someone in a group, each member oj which 
was in stripes aid in a flash, Angola closed in on him again. 

Well, so much for such speculation and I invite you ao glance at 
the enclosure which offers another type. I would suggest that 
you dispose of the letter, after reading it, unless there be 
one or another point, outside the realm of speculation on business 
m a tters, you might care to make. 

. From the first paragraph of the letter, you may readily under¬ 
stand that it is in response •to -c note from me, wherein I pointed out 
that some people h z ve no imagination at all, getting them no where, 
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Thursday, March 7th, 1957, 


while ethers have so much that they arrive at the same place, what with 
fertile ideas bubbling up at the rate of a billion a minute, the 
person, coming to a stream and searching for a stepping stone, has 
the foresight or keenness of sight to see dozens of them, all up and 
down the water course, and the delight of skipping from one to the 
other is so reat that getting across the s tream to s ound 
financial ground on the farther bank is never achieved • 

I think the suggestion regarding a small Foundation an excellent onl 
The best way all around would be to have three officers named, one actiii 
without salary, the other two at five thousand ,a year. The sums could 
be pooled to share costs and the profits, if a n V> could be distributed 
in thirds. The trick involved is selling the idea to the right person, 
course. 1 am needed I think, on two counts, the personal relations with 
the possible subscriber to the stock, and secondly because some one woul 
be required to chart courses and keep i^he train on the track, once it got\ 
under way in a given direction and a niece or ad'pted daughter would 
stress this point vigorously, were she consulted by the original 
investor., assuming she might be consul ted, 


k.ic 


illustrates 
for example, 
a horse. I 
eventually 
wkarx sho 


But to me the enclosure is very interesting because it 
so clearly the workings of the mind of the writer, wherein, 
the various items of expense are listed, in such points as 
shall make no reference to such matters at present although 
I may point out \hat pirates, indi idually as o as a group, 
never get tangled up with such means of locomotion. 

And then, slap on %he heel3 of the necessity of keeping 
strictly on the tract comes a suggestion regarding the Barretts 
and what became of them. I know something about that and shall be glad 
to lend a hand but before a film gets to turning, that thought of the 
other lines o. endeavor creep out so clearly that 1 find the communicati 
unusually clear in emonstrating how the impulse to skip from stepping s 
to stepping stone operates. 


10 . 


For a person so undoubtedly gifted and with such excellent conncct- 
• ■' ' J line - — " '■ 

all the stars 3ave one 


ions, how neatly djoes the ancient line apply. — ".l.who 


or r :ther "on whom shone an trie star a saue une, 
it would seem it's about time for me toadjust my 
and thunder : "Suivez le guide". 


—*the guiding one". And 
hoop skirts again 




Well, so much for prospective doings in the offing. Our weather con 
tinues cool and cloudy. J. H. telephoned from Chicago he was flying 

urn at 8: 30 tonight end so 


in .to Shreveport where Fat would meet hi\ 
things turn....... 


oe 


Memorandum • 

They say the regular postman, Herr Cardinau, —what a churchy 
name, is taking a few days off which is supposed to explain 
why the time table for in-coming and out-going mail 
is in a shambles and why today's mail, taken half an hour earlier 


than usual 
departed. 


to the office, arrived half an hour 


afte r 


the post had 


1 don't recall if I mentioned last night that I was doing 
i-he mail in the dark. Yucca had no electricity and, in a way, it 
might be said to be m. fault. I may have mentioned that during the 
past few days, I hape been weeding out lots of b a mbooo from the 
hedges where thousands of brids, in ever increasing numbers 
jt this time of ye r, come in to roost. The diminution 
of the bird house ing pxciitexxx potentials at the time the number 
of birds wishing to park.here impelled them to perch on the wires 
running from the side gate' to the corner of the Yucca house. The 
number of these over-night tourists reached such a number last night 
along bout first dark that the wire, and -uite a substantial 
one it was, gc.'ve way, cutting off the current. But by 
9 o'clock this morning it had been repaired and by noon 1 
had got around to get caught up on the weather which*had been 
spnnkley last night and chill aud¬ 
it began clearing bout sunset and 
the frost evel tonigh , somewhere 


remained so today but, ± s perdicted, 
the thermometer will drop to 
between 3 8 and 36. 


Carmen breazeale telephoned me this afternoon to say she had 
just heard from Edith Porter of “hreveport, saying she had much x 
enjoy my Saturday letter to her. Carmen said that Edith had manifested 
great interests in the disappearance of the lady attorney from 
some town or other in Arkansas whose law firm is connected with 
Chairman McClelland of the Senate Labor Investigating ° ommitteee. 

Edith was with Standard Oil for a number of years and occasionally she 

.....interruption . about an hour of telephone talk by 

I. S. "illard . 

How let me see, I t ink x was ‘Saying that Edith Porter 
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had occasion to do business on behalf of Standard Oil frequently 
in years' gone ‘bye with th'e lady law partner in the McClelland 
firm in Arkansas who simply vanished from her home in a small town 
in that State last Saturday night in a pouring rain, sometime between 
8 and 11 while her husband was at the movies. I know not if Hew York 
papers have done much about this or not. The country has been 
combed but no sign of the lady has turned up. Edith said she admired 
the lady extravagantly, think,n, her one of the ^est minded and best 
poised and best hearted persons she ever knew and not at all the type 
that would be subject to mental or emotional flights. The lady 
apparently' had leer working at her desk where her papers did no seem 
districted and the radio or phonograph was still playing 'softely when 
the husband returned to find the house in perfect order and his wife 
missing. 


Friday, M arch 8th, 1957. 


had 

wasn t 


As for what I. S. “ il'lard had to say, other than that she 
a cold, l wouldn't know. *>/i« probably was lying down and so Wu.o.. « 
the telephone mouth piece in the same position for long so that her 
trailed off and off again and I, never bothered to ask her to repeat. 


keepin 
vo ice 


it had been 
dug into my 
give to 
me a 


Between 6 and 7 tonight, I had a much more satisfactory 
conversation, so far as clarity was concerned, with *unt "i'l'lie who 
was calling from The Bluff. I could scarcely hear the Charleston operator 
but when she put the party line one , leading to Mancha Corner, the 
Storm voice was as clear as a bell. She allowed as how it had been too 
ling since she had heard my movice and as she had again 
letters and come up with material for a talk she had to 
some gathering, she thought it imperative that she^give 
bus 2 . She said'she was leaving the Bluff for H ew Orleans on 
the 87th. I said nothing by way of urging her to step up her schedule, 
but £ felt she was going to arrive might close to closing time for 
the Hatches Pilgrimage if that is the primary purpose of her trip but 
surely Kay and James must know as much about the closing of that 
season a$ 1 do. 

Mr. Beckerman tele , honed thata member of the Chamber of 

Commerce, he had learned from a committee member that I have been selected 

as a guest speaker this year. He said that as *pril 4th comes on a 

Thursday and as his paper goes to press the same evening, he wondered 

if it would be possible to have a copy of the speech for the Friday issue, 

with the understanding that the paper would not hit the street before 

the dinner began. I recalled to his mind, .that whatever Iliad to say 

would of necessity be more or less e x ^empoTjxneaus but that I- should 

he glad to jot down an exceedingly rough outline of about what I would 

cover and he was delighted. I told him 1 would do the same for 

Steps?,;.?MJS* tettSZWlttfJoZfiU hu Li n a ? 3 “ n * Charles, not being so 

r n f afuilf'iHMmr# i 9Zt* rowld to Jot down 
* 1 snail insert a Carbon so you may have a 


• /*-u { a. c a 

WViV 

copy, if 


1 s. wouldn't tl 
to he coverei 


Memorandum• 

What a jolly surprise to find a whole train of 
Chameaux in this morning's post, carrying a means of 
communication through the ribbon medium that will re- 
olace the present one shortly. There was something a bout 
P les chameaux th t reminded me of the old Bilk Hoads instead 
of the i bbonRoad that used to join China with Europe and. 
thus Lyme and■ Yucca seemed to be somehow running parallel end 
it is all so pleasant. 

I don't know if 1 got around to mention it last night or 
not but think I skipped mentio ing that Nathalie 
Scott telephoned me Thursday a fternoon to say that Martha 
Robinson had just called her from New Orleans, a sk mg her 
to say that as Martha 3 husband had just been taken to 
the hospital for some tests, it would be impossible for her 
to get ‘up this way today, as she had hoped to do. 

I was sorry about the cause of the postponement of the 
trip but I was delighted a the prospect of a free afternoon 
so that I might finish the frame work of the Gourd Garden 
which I did. The general outline suggest the Yucca lines so 
strikingly that I am impatient to see how the thing is going 
to appear when the wrie girders are covered with vines and a 
green Yucca emerges. The 80 foot water pipes represent the 
Yucca chimneys and the guy wires from the pipes running, --8 wires 
each rom each pole to the corners of the garden suggest the 
east and ewst ends of Yucca while a wx single horizontal 
wire connecting the tops of the two poles finishes off the 
roof line and now all we have to do is wait jor 'warm weather 
and the planting of the gourds to finish off the thing. 

A cold snap hit us last night, with the thermometer 
dropping down to 89, which probably knocked out this 
year's pear crop and "cooked" the leaves of the Chinese 
magnolias. The leaves will grow b a ck out again but 
the-pears will not put forth any new blossoms but there 


you wish , 


S 
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Sunday, March 10th, 1957 


is not great loss without some small „ai» since trie cosei.ce 
of 4 jEf/rr nr on.M ill eliminate a lot of chicanery on the prt of 
the marauders when pre-harvest lime arrives and he imp Is e to 
snithch green fruit gets too much forthe cotton pickers. 

The Baton Rouge group of about SO or 30 from the 
Department of Education comes for a special tour at 8 :30 

on the morrow, ' . . . 

I dropped a line to the New rleans Public Library today, 
beginning it: "Gentlemen• Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday Friday and nothing by way of 
Talking books from your institution to read. Surely Mardi Gras 
must have been an enormous success,,..,,.. 1 

I have made a couple of more tries at getting the Alice 1 oklas 
letter read without perfect success although 1 believe 1 have 
the main points she covered. 1 urn enclosing it herewith and 
pray you not to attempt a transcription but if you should be able 
to make out the town or rather the neighborhood in which she 
o nno p# r'/i/i rrf /Pm/ i ..<* jm liuijip* I should be olud ij * uou would 


Memorandum 


I began Saturday with an 8 :30 tour, —department of 
Education and a bout 30 additi nal souls from down 
Chalmette way, with Dr. Kyser, back .Friday night from 
Chicago, serving as shepherd. He assured me his appreciation 
and said he would not impose upon my good nature again but 
thepresent case was so exceptional, --Educational department, 

I was accordingly vaguely taken aback when this morn ng about 
8, his wife, Thelma, tejcphoned me, asking me if she might 
bring down a gang of people tomorrow. , 

Just after hooh dinner on Saturday, Lionel Jeanmard. 
and a friend appeared. They were heading for some sort of 
a convention in Shreveport and had come a couple of 
hours early i?i order to pause for a little visit. Linoel 
brought some mighty good whiskey and as there was some ice about, 
we had a little snort while his companion kept strictly 
to water. 

The grapevine reported later in the day that Sister and her 
husband had stopped at the store during the Jeanmard call, but 
had gone on, —it was thought, toward Shreveport. 

It was thought they had been in "‘ew Orleans, although 
they might have been heading that way, for dll know. 


If a card comes to hand bearing the word, 1 shall understand what it 
refers to, a#id if you cannot make it out, it ui 11 not matter 
since, should I feel impelled towritc him, I can always send 
it to him in care of good old Alice B. 

---• --**•— ■*- - • - 

And speaking of correspondence, there\ was an appeal tonight 
on the advertising period between news item for people 
to write letters to people somewhere in the East, perhaps the 
Middle East or Far East, I don t remember which, as I wasn t paying 
much at ention but I do recall~th .t is was requested that 
a letter should be addressed to Letters Abroad, 695 Park Avenue, 

New York City, giving some account of one's interst so that 
people of like interests could be selected in establishing contacts 
with ^ view to people in these far separated quarters of the globe migh 
learn something u rom personal correspondence n bout various phases 
of life in the respective countries. As 1 don't have enough 
prb'lems getting my domestic and foreign mail ead, I reckon 
I better stick out my neck in this direction and shall do so forth¬ 
with. What a surprise it would be if I got a response from this 
service, suggesting I write the French Ambassador in Burma who 








lay 




i 
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man w as dumb, the wife a nit-wit but I ja e them a round re- 


African House, somebody 
of our old cook, 
reporting that 
The lady turned,out 
written but hadn t 


gardless. While in the upper section of the 
knocked from down stairs. It was Y. C., son 
Juanita, down for a day fromjlhreveport, and 
there was a lady waiting for me at my house, 
to be Carolyn who handed me a letter she had 
mailed. 

We checked over the pictures to hand for the Manhattan show, 
burshed up on several lines of endeavor .and she gave me some account 
of life as revealed in thq Crescent City region. She says Kay 
reports that if u ames isn t nice to Aunt " illie when she arrives, 
she is _o ng to leave him flat, it seems to me I hcveheard that 
before, Car.yol^yn says that James is mighty cool to her and Kay explain | 


that •James feels she doesn't respond properly ■.0 
for her. In short, the children and still be ng 
and it probably would have a fine effect on them 
the heels and knocked, their heads together a bit. 


what her friends do 
children 

all if one grabbed the\ 


I knocked off a few notations for Carolyn's guidance while 
in the Sh.reveport area during the next three days and. Just as 1 
had finished, J, H. came over to say that Celeste and Madam Regard 
planned to go to Vespers early and asking us to come over for supper 
which we did. Both J, a, u?td Celeste asked. Carolyn to spend the night 
but she declined and headed out Immediately after supper for Marshall, 
Along a bout 8 o'clock 1 noticed Dan a enry appearing on the scene 
at the. big house, it is Just as well Carolyn didn t accept the 
invitation, 

Carolyn says she doubts if the Hodges Garden thing will „et 
anywhere so far as the film is concerned with her since its 
she has Just, learned that Hodges' public relations direcor 
is intimately tied up with a man on the Shreveport •Journal who has 
recently invested in Delta Pictures, the concern which made the 
Louisiana pictures for the State on which Carolyn worked a year or two 
aSO. Obviously, the public relations will landlg the contract 
for the film on behalf of a odges and naturally the contract will 
go toABeiitaan hour ago, perhaps 8:50 or quarter of 9, Hr, 
heckerman telephoned, saying he would be entranced to 
bring himself, and perhaps his wife, down for a little session but 
I lied and said 1 would be entranced to see him if I wasn t already 
bogged down with people and suggested next Sunday, After all, what 
with one thing and another, my desk work hadn t been getting anywhere 
all.d ay and it seemed to me it was about time for roll up my sleeves 

letters to Aunt "illie, ^adam Harco, Charles 
Jozen others, And so, having had this rel ring litt 
shall now dive into correspondence and thence to 
my downy couch . 


fflg'tjf c U u Li f tFil 

chat with Lyme, I she 


1 


Monday, March 11th, 1957, 


Memorandum• 

Another busy day, and sort of a damp one with little 
showers passing along two or three times between dawn and dusk 
and the,promise of more for tonight. ut the thermometer 
has kept pretty well up in the 70's and b a nb c stalks 
are manifesting signs of life so I take it even though 
Winter may still linger on in the lap of Spring, the 
genuine primavera cap t be too far in the offing. 

I put the finishing touches on the-gourd house today and 
now a ll I have to do in that section is to await the advent 
of *pril to do a dab of planting. 


wak 


Thelma came down with fiv or six people, some from 
New Orleans, some from Providence, R. I and it was all 
very pleasant. But I still think she 
and I played a little trick on her by 
outwardly unruffled feelings. What I 
is perfectly true, that the 
accord the Old House ladies 


out of order for asking 
way of compensating my 
did was to tell her, which 
Times Picayune will under no c ircumstancei 
anything like the space they received 


last year, for their Pilgrimage. She said she, of course, ealized 
H d regretted that. hen I said that I believe Carolyn had plenty 
of excellent color photographs of the region and that if the 
C'ld House ladies could get her to do so, it struck me as 
a n excellent idea if they would persuade her to do a series of 
personal ity articles about people in the Natchitoches 
region during the Spring and Summer so that the minds of 
Picayune readers would be frequently jogged in this general 
direction during the ensuing season so that when Pilgrimage 
time came, they would a ccordingly be in just, the proper frame 

the trip. She. found the suggestion excellent, even as 
I wo.uld advise Carolyn whenever she happened to 
of the State, to come to see her. I said I 
write Carolyn tonight, pointing out to her 
is smart toward the end of the week when she heads 
New Orleans, she will give Thelma a buz and get a 
do some articles on this region, trying . to get them publis 


of mind to make 
j»d asked me if 
be in this part 
would and shall 
that if she 
back toward 
contract to 
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Tuesday, March l£th, 1957* 


in the Picayune, My 
07i me and perhaps one 
make good on her part 
for her efforts since 
the Old House ladies 
The poi7\t is that in 
Of what they want for 
through an y other med 
thaxx she deserves for 


has given them for no 


thought is that since she is planning one 
on the artist f she already has enough to 
of the bargain and thus get a double dip 
the Picayune will pay on the one ha7id and 
ought to be entra7iced to do the same thing, 
real ity the Old H use ladies will be getting more 
their money than they could possibly secure 
ium and Carolyn will no be gettinj more 
a lot of the time, e)\ergy and pictures she 
thing, Loi these many years. 


I seqm to 
which isn t so 


have a vague set of sniffles tonight, 
strange, what with all the people 


with colds passing this way of late 
a passing one, howe er, and anyway, 
before "pril 4th, 


, I think mine 
it will be out 


is merely 
of the way 


Three words came to mind 
toying or toiling with : 


to me today which I might have fun 


AP.T . AT . ANGOLA* 

I believe I, S, Willard ha3 something to do with the 
Louisia7ia A.rt C 0 mmi ssioxi or ,some Educational thing related 
thereunto, The next time she calls me, I think 1 shall give out some 
ponderous speculations as to what primitive Art might do for the inmate^ 
of our best or worst known prison in this State, Obviously the 
business of the State should be toward rehabilitation of their 
prison s inmates and what the world has beexx mtc waiting for ever 
3ince the Massachusetts s Dorothy Six took up priso7\ reform i3 
to be discovered in the presence of Primitive Art within the walls. 

If once I could get a couple of Hunters hung in some reception 
room or whatever they style the room where the iixmates are visited 
by their outmates, think what a racket might result as the wire 
services began sizzling a bout jail birds being treated to 
masterpieces, etc., etc., and how Time ought to be able to 
jo to town on such a theme. Surely the flurry resulting would 
be incredible, upsetting no e:xd of D. A. R, types of mind, and 
good for, a dozen laughs on epery TV show across the nation. I 
think I shall fiddle a bit with the idea just to see if such a 
possibility of g etting somewhere with it might seem possible, but 
Lord help the officials respo sible, should, it ever make the 
grade, . " ■ 

And thus a new week gets under way 1 am hoping it may be 
a happy axe all aroutxd Lyme...... 


Memoraxxdum : 

A two 
nicely and 
got a good 


and a half iixch rain last night damped things up 
with cloudy weather continuing all day, the water 
opportunity to sink down rather than to evaporate 


up, 


My sniffles of yesterday seemed to vanish after a good night's 
sleep and I am thankful for that, what with all la grippe which 
seems to be running about. Cra telephoned this morning to a sk 
me about a point or two coxxcerxxixxg Arxxold Bennett's "Old 
Wives Tales" which she is to discuss with a group on some 
forum and she reported one of her. sonq in bed with the current 
distemper and a couple of her servant s childrexx flattened out. 

She said the lady doctor told her that the wonder drugs were 
making insignificant the current distemper which, she felt might 
well have been as wide spread as the 1918 influenza which 
was so devastating, the world arouxid. 

I dropped a note of inquiry to the Christian.Science 
publishing Company of Boston last night, inquiring as to the 
identity of the person who had ordered them to send me a reocrding 
c oncer7iing the advantages of adversity and a symposium in the best 
Mary Baker Eddy manner on the general subject of Sight . I 
suppose James might have been the sexxder although there is a vague 
chance that Charles Mazurette might have done so. 


I ran through both articles which brought back to mind 
some of little Miss Alberta's observation on Sight. I must 
confess 1 skimmed through both articles hurriedly and gathered 
from the one on Sight that we don't 3ee through our eyes axxyway since 
matter cannot see matter and so one should pay no attenti oxx to 
3uch physical coxisiderutioxxs, arxd as sight comes not from solar light 
but perceptioix of Truth, or some such, then all one has to do is to 
keep his blind gaze on such a thing, if, iixdeed, it can be described 
as a thing and everything eve7xtually will be just dandy. 

The article on the advantages of adversity used Joseph in proff of 
what was to be proved. It seems that Joseph was a Jewish boy 
who got tangled up in all sorts of difficulties, each one of which was 
a requisite to getting deeper into the mire so that in the end he could 
emerge as Pharoh's right hand.man. It was all-very re-assuring and 
logical so far as a guy named Joseph was concerned, but nothing was 
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3iad about a few million other Jewish boys who have stumbled 

from one painful accident into another who never got the inside 

track with Egypt's King. Perhaps one is to infer that out of 

them all, Josephy made the grade because he was a devotee of Mary 

BakcrMBddyWood just telephoned to say she had been in bed with 

influenza but that the lady doctor was bringing her a round 

alright. She was in all of a twitter because of what had happened at 

her Episcoplain Church on Sunday when illness had kept her 

at home. She said that just before services began, a 

colored woman from Jackson Mississippi paused in front of the 

Church and seeing Father "ilson, explained that she was an 

Episcopalian and wondered if she would, be permitted to attend 

services in his Church. He told her, according to Mrs. Hood, 

that she would he welcomed, regardless of her denomination and. 

that she entered, taking a seat toward the rear of the Church and, follt 

the main service, partook of communion . Mrs. Wood, hailing 

from Kansas, is definitely hill-billy-ish in the sense that 

she thinks colored people are "alright in their place", and 

her own Church would not.be "their place". Mrs. Wood is 

of that educated type that probably knows e verything in the 

dictionary. Period. I reckon she would fall out if she ever 

stopped talking long enough to discover that people like M r . 

Hearns of South Carolina, Father Wilson, Mr. iBeckerman and I 
see eye to eye in matters to which she is completely 
blind, She is very kind to me, prob r bly cultivating me because 
she labors under the illusion that 2 am an intellectual and 
partly because she is kind and partly because she thinks I should 
be cultivated for her social standing, would do anything in the world 
for me and while I think, —o»d it is only a guess, - that she 
might honor a confidence, if a confidence is not requested, I 
feel sure she automatically serves as a jay bird in telling all, 
a nd, of course, such people on occasion can be wonderfully helpful 
if one wants to get word around without paying for an 
advertisement in the newspapers. Isn't it a commentary 
on the helter-skelter lives we lead that Mrs. Wood goes into 
n tizzy on hearing a poor, lone woman of color should have the 
temerity to attend service in a church catering to an all white 
congregation while nobody ever gets excited about Celeste and 
Madam Regard attend a church serving 8 00 or 9 00 people o color, 

‘ ” » • 
he enclosure from a suburb of Portland, Oregon strikes such 
a different note that what we hear coming out of that city via 
Washington, 1). C. these days . 


Wednesday, March 15th, 1957. 


Memorandum• 

Full summer with t he thermometer in the mid 80's, inducing 
the bananas to push up leaves as much as 8 inches in a 
single dawn to dusk operation at the top of last year's 
stalks which I cut off at 6 o'clock this morning to give 
the part beneath the frosted section a chance to release 
its terminal byd. 

After breakfast, I began jotting down some notes for 
the Picayune thing but the Chamer of Commerce interrupted me 
tw ce and so 1 got no where before 9 o'clock coffee. 

The ladies of the coffeee cups continue to surprise me by 
their gaiety and lick of tension. Apparently the South American 
whiz was really more of a success than any one could have 
imagined. 

Back home to have another try at the notes when the 
artist telephoned me to say she was in the midst o a green 
baptisin' and would I came to look. I would. And so I hopped 
across the cotton patch to view same and admire another of a 
gray and scarlet version that was nicer. In the midst of things, 
the telephone rang my ring and so I answered it in my neiphobr's 
house. It was Carolyn calling from Natchitoches, saying 
that she was 24 hours ahead of schedule as she and her friend, 

Hell Gillespie, were heading for the Crescent City for a 
week s go at things. She asked if they might pass this way 
within 20 minutes and I said they might but I doubted if 
they would. I was right, 1 am sorry to say, aa it was 
after 11 when they blew in, paused for thre minutes before 
Thelma Kyser telephoned to catch up with Carolyn, a chat 
onsuming about 8 minutes, at the conelusion of which the 
ladies were whisked away, what with Soil B,nk engineers and a 
disagreeable Henry scheduled for 11 :30 dinner here. a aving 
been 24 hours ahead of schedule and an hour late at the same time, 
I got nothing straight as to notes or any possible schedule that 
they may or may not have mentioned co nc erning the ensuing week 
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Thursday, March 14th, 1957 


when they said they would be returning to Mar hall. I 
was reminded of Miss Cammie's line: "Anything you do is 
£ right but don't do it". 

The morning post brought the enclosure which 1 gota round 
to read just before the supper bell tapped. Assuming it to 
be from °ames, I listened with astonishment to the first 
part of the letter, especially the part about possibly driving 
to Jacksonville to pick up Aunt »illie . I thought there had 
been a reformation and was so pus sled that I now regret I didn't 
h„ve an opportunity to run through the thing a second time to get 
things a bit more in focus after discovering the actual writer. 

I got a laugh out of a line from artin Agonsky's 
7 o'clock broadcast wherein he referred to the Dost number of 
Washington mink-coated society ladies cluttering up the 
sessions of the McClelland Commiette's probe, into vice doings 
in Portland, .the hou es of prostitution operated by big Uelln and 
so on and how one of the matron s had made the prise under¬ 
statement of the month to him when she remarked that these hearing 
were so educational. v on't you hove that. 


Memorandum 


developed when J. H. mentioned that Mattie, a one time 
Melrose cook, had dropped dead somewhere in the Jhrceport 
neighborhood, —the last surviving member, save one, of 
the anti-Melrose conspiracy of 1951. 

I had learned of the lady's demise last night and wrote 
James a letter, su jesting he might like. to send buttercups 
for the funeral. .1 even went farther and declared 
that while I would be glad to lend my support to the naming 
of any ody for the title of Miss America for any old year, I 
would expect in return that I would receive support in naming 
Mattie as the Miss Buttercup of the 80th century. 

I suppose I may have bored you with details about the 
butter business back in 1945. Miss Cammie's mind was 
beginning to show signs of senility in certain directions , and 
especially in matters relating to food. Butter during those 
war years, like sugar, was said to be difficult to come by although 
we never' knew the meaning of the word at this bend of the river for 
either commodity, —in matters of sugar because the negroes 
seldom bothered to pick up their sugar stamps which they left 
at the store because they preferred cane syrup to sugar and 
all anybody need or wanted was raised locally, while in 
the field of butter, ample supplies of home made butter was 
always present, thanks to plenty of cows and ample facilities 
for making same in the big house dairy. Eut somehow Miss Cammie 
got the notion that it was patriotic duty for everyone to give up 


My afternoon was as much of a shambles as my morning, and 
much busier with all kind of people, —more engineeers from 
the Soil Bank, the artist, a couple of* workmen requiring 
instructions here and there and so on. I shall probably require 
li tie to induce "eye resting" at an early hour tonight. I thought 
I felt a little distressed when the mail a rrived and there still 
was nothing by way of Talking Books from the Mew rle^ns Public 
Library, for it has been ever so long, — a>week ago last Friday, 1 
believe, that anything by way of literature has come to hand but 
there would be little point in being distressed, what with too much 
do during the day to pause and too much impulse to let my 
head nod when day is done. t 


The moon must be approaching completed fullness tonight 
for the "hite Carden from where I sit looks as bright 
as day and &mmett and Erwin are quacking as though they were 
under the moress ion that dawn had arrived and I should be out 
in their departnent, passing out cracked corn. 


are the peace an' 


■HuB^be^JlcS'WL 

the moon at the cl 


! some 
y one 
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3 am.e time she encouraged J attie to make bigger and ever 
bigger crocks of butter, all of which was kept in the ice box 
on dishes from which none was ever removed. After a while the older 
makings be$ a n getting rancid but that seemed to make it the 
more precious and it wus harded with greuterassiduousness . 

After a while there was no room left in the ice box for anything, 
not even a pitcher of milk and with the latter removed from 
an ice box, it soured the faster to make greater and greater 
quantities of butter. Finally, Fames and I had had enough of 
such tomfoolery . It seems to me Miss Uammie was at Hot Springs 
or some place and we were dying for a glass of cold milk f whereupon 
we took the bull by the horns, in a manner of speaking, one 
afternoon dove into the ice box and unloaded about half 
the jammed in dis.hes rounded up with rancid Gutter and 
tossed the stuff out and put som.e milk i?j one section. 

It was an act for which Mattie never forgave us and 1 believe 
she never spoke to Fames from that day henceforth and she # 

obviously loathed me But this attitude on her part toward us wasn t 
new for Mattie since I think she is the only persoti I ever knew who 
never was kind or pleasant to anyone which would s.eem to guarantee 
a fairly miseruile life and one result has been that during 
the past year her 23 or 14 year old son has held up youngsters 
of his own age and taken their money and a month or two a go, he 
ran away from their home somewhere near Shreveport, taking his 
mother's check for $>70.00 with him and trying to get 
it cashed some place 1 00 miles from home base. A mis- 
spent life is pitiful enough hut in spite of that, I must say that 
I am still determined that M attie shall be named the Misa Butter¬ 
cup of the 20th Century. 


The ladies across the fence are away again 


such, Dr. Kirhy Hoy, as 
as be.nj ill, died last 
Mansura today to attend 
The artist came to 
just after dinner. She 


cousin 
Madam Regard ' s 


or some 
letters, 


mentioned in one of 
night and the ladies left for 
tomorrow's funeral down yo'der. 
see me while I was busy in the front garden 
wanted another hydaran^ea bush, the 4th she 
has had in 4 years, leadinj one to assume she has poor luck with 
that particular bush. She has been inspired tpdo a painting of 
"L 1 announce fait a Marie", the tidings being conveyed to an 
unmistakably pregnant lady by an angel, black as coal but with 
might fine white wings. Foesph is somewhere around, and a tig white 
goose which has just laid an egg of unusual, size while a couple 
of naked little black cherubs with white wings, their bodies ebony, 
are flitting across the blue shy above. I find myself as 
puzzled by the artist's inability to recognize her 
telephone ring as 1 am to realize that although a full fledged 


Qiklitsiiis »f 3 iiS^ oe §'- 1 t0 egipter cn y concept of la Vierge 

rKfiteOfr’l fifer to Tannounce fait a Marie" she giggles and 
always speaks of the angel with a horn as being Marine........ 


Friday, ^arch 15th, 1957, 


Memo rand urn: 

A lovely 
cloudless a>id 
week which has 
the dust bowl. 


day, rather cool in the 60 's but 
dustless, a pleasant change from the past 
been heavily loaded with sediment from 


~r. Copeland of the Chamber of Commerce came down 
this morning to bring me some figures he had promised 
and chatted pleasantly o» a variety of subjects Among 
other things, neither of us could figure out the popularity 
of evangilist Billy Fraham. .7c agreed his build up 
is always perfectly organized hut that is performance was 
not very emotional and not very inspiring. I have listen- 
to him on several occasions and can t imgine his 
giidience anythinj but let down after the star has 
appeared and spoken. 

He spoke of preparations be in „ made for the 
April 4th dinner an d calculated about 500 dinners 
would be present He said the favors will probably he replicas 
of miniature Hatchitoches Indians and that probably a 
not of authenticity would be added to said favors by the 
presence of c Jl Indian in native costume who would 
present the insignia of office tothe new President of 
the Chamber who would not respond other than to express 
thanks and would be followed by the guest speaker, 
all proceedings being recorded either for immediate or 
subsequent broadcast on the 'following night. I thought 
the hour of the dinner was novel, — 7x17, meaning that 
people should arrive at 17 minutes earlier than stated and that 
the dinner would begin promptly 23 minutes after the stated 
hour.' 

Bill Jones from up the river came to see me three times 
today and old discovered me at 4;30, as I had been lost 
in various sections of the garden all day. He said he 
came in behalf of the head of some,colored school somewhere 
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in the United. States 
h n d asked if an appo 
r conference with me 
vague thus far. He 
l n Hatchitoches .toni 
Johnson, the colored 
to be the head of th 
John would bring his 
morning. It will be 
for this meeting. 


, _ he wasn t quite sure where, who 

intment might be made for 
. The introduction seems a little 
said the gentleman was arriving 
ght and would be the guest of Dr. 

*doctor in town who is also said 
e N.A.A.C.P, and. that Dr. 
guest down. 1 suggested 9 tomorrow 
interesting to learn the reason 


Bill Jones who is about as extensive and successful 
a planter as anybody on the river, was entranced at the 
Hunter things he saw a out. I -know he was dying 
to ask if he might buy one-. 1 thought it better 
to let that po nt stew a bit, what with the artist having 
recently become a "Christian" even as is Bill and 
perhaps they would rather tra. sact business directly. 

At noon, the artist, herself, had dropped in, having 
bro ght me her finished composition on which she had 
labored last night, after returning from church. 

It's a ood 'Picture and. ± continue to marvel that she 
still doesn't seem to grasp its significance, in view of 
all the. "Hail, Marys" she must hqve keen through of late. 

The holy expectant Mother gives one the impression that 
the big angel just behind, sort of giving her a psuh 
(push) in the direction of the trinity barn, would 
scarcely require an angel or anybody else to tell her 
what was up, and the little old naked black cherubs 
sailing along in the blue above a big banana trees 
are as gay n.s kittens. I suppose this creations 
might be ■styled "plantation Annunciation" and the one 
tossed off earlier, "Plantation nativity" which is certainly 
getting the cart before the horse, in a manner of speaking. 
It occurs to me the artist should be "inspired" to 
do about 4 more, with a view to getting Hall M ark or 
somebody to do half a dozen different subjects for 
a little set of cards. I suppose a baptisin' 
might .go nicely for Paster and I should like to see her 
do a "flight into. Egypt" with the Queen of Heaven astride a 
white mule in c setting of tropical luxuriance 
rather than in the proverbial w a stes of sand. 

Before I an done with this undertaking, the ifnicorn 
in i.he LaRochefoucaUld tapestries will be no more 
pursued through miles of design than the current 
creation of the^irgin, who, come to think of it, is 
i:i reality supposed to be identical with the Unicorn in 
the taperstries. 

The ladies hadn't returned home by first dark tonight. 
The Kirby Boy funeral must have been a vast success . 


Sunday, March 17th, 1957, 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find an envelope in a familar hand 
in Saturday's post and how noble of that lady of. Lyme to 
iave made the transcription of the 1 oaklas letter which 
i oas able to digest for the first time completely. I 
hold the thought thatyou may not have found the translation 
from whatever it was written in. I shall now respond to Alice 
tonight. 


B. 


And may I say thanks, too, for the clipping concerning 
the business down at Louisiana college about which I had heard 
nothing until the clipp nj arrived. 1 try to get local news at 
noon but frequently am interrupted so that ± miss it, and as I 
hear only Lowell Thomas, Morgan^ Beatty and E. Roseoe Murrow 
at night, none of them doing anything of local flavor, I 
sometimes miss what's going on at.my door while being well briefed 
on the latest twist in Jerusalem, Korea or some such removed 
situation. 


.And thanks aboe all for your grand note 
you have been enjoying what has been coming 
shyring oj l these things is xhe one thing 
their true value to me. 


I am glad 
to hand for the 
that gives them 


Saturday was a perfectly lovely day and there was a pleasant sun 
early this morning but clouds began forming around 1 0:30 and 
sprinkles of insignificant volume characterized the rest of 
the d y and we are promised more.for tonight and tomorrow. 

I had expected Dr. Johnson a nd the gentleman of 
color the good colored doctor was bringing, the tentative 
appointment set for 9 this morning but nobody appeared. 

Along a bov.t 1 0 ; 30 three ladies appeared on my gallery. They 

turned out to be Mrs. Stirling, her daughter, Anne, and 

some lady who had just flown over to St. Erancisville from 

Scotland a d was planning to be b-ck in Edinborough on 

the 29th, —this being her first visit. How folks do get around. 
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it 

on the river except 
their acres in soil 
out of production. 


l lear from, various business men that there is a 
considerable amount of soul-searching going on 
in this Parish, espec ally among the operators of stores, etc,, 
who voted so heavily for the^epublican Administration last 
November. It seems that all the plantations 

the Beaufort interests, have put 
bank, automatically taking cotton 
This means that the big holders 
are via kin „ enough money to invest in non-agricultural 
pursuits while the little holder cannot possibly get enough 
out of their limited acreage to carry them through. Thus 
the old, old story of the big getting bigger and the 
little gettin_ broke goes on and every plan ation operator 
of sorts will be finding himself sought after by starving 
small holders to purchase their patrimony, 

As for business places in town, the people who catered 
to plantation workers, can cast about for a different type of 
merchandise for a different type of customer. Naturally, 
with no cotton planted, there will be no cotton to hoe in 
the opring, —the Wages' of the hoe hands having always 
drained toward shops in town, and with no cotton to pick 
in September and. October, there will be no seasonal 
turn over of money either on the part of the vast majority of 
the plantation workers, I suppose the larger percentage 
of thes■ people will either h a ve to emigrate to industrial 
centers, or, if possible, get on Welfare, with- more taxes 
to be paid to suppor people doing nothing, 

Cne or two of the economic Bourbons of yesterday who 
were forever damning the Roosevelt and Truman Administration 
for guaranteeing prices on farm commodities and voted 
for Eisenhower and his bsra Taft Benson experts, are 
now b eginning to sigh for the "good old days" when 
people had jots and the unskilled laborer was 1 b'le to 
swing a hoe and toat a cotton sack to gain sufficient 
funds to keep him going, 

I shall touch on this phase of the Farm Broblem at various 
times in the months ahead, not because it can be of much 
iuterest in itself but perhaps it may jive some notion 
to the urban dweller as to what is r eal'ly happening on 
the Farm front, —something which must be rather difficult 
to come to any firm conclusion ~bout in view of the vast assortment 
and contradictions of statements that appear in radio and 
frqSjnMPgrfo, t jefiMV9i$hfi e &}>fpgfi a listener in 


Monday, ^arch 18th, 195?, 


Memorandum: 

The weather remained cloudy and cool all day and plantation 
work was shelved so that the field workers could go to town to 
get their "oddities", as supplied by the Government 
from surpluses, — rice, cheese, corn meal and lard. By 
noo)i everyone was back again and while a few worked on their 
vegetable gardens, the majority betook themselves to the river 
where fish were biting at a great rate, enabling everyone who 
cared to to bring their lard to the boiling point and wrap the 
corn meal a round the newly caught fish and thus indulge 
in a jolly fish fry. For once, at least, Governmental supplies 
and picatorial impulses worked handrd in glove. 

The artist came to see me, wanting to do a picture, I 
suggested a flight into Egypt which she turned out in an hour or 
so and it wasn t worth much. She appi rantly is short on 
certain materiSls, is using coal oil to stretch her paints and 
the results of her handiwork suggest more of water colors than 
oil, I made her take the canvas back and try again, 

I am bound to have her turn out the Annunciation, Nativity 
a tid Flight, one on the heels of the other, for unless she does them 
all within the same period, she will wander off into some other 
medium of expression and. these three which I should like to 
submit to Hall ^ark us a group, will not harmonise. 

She called me later to i sk about some point and ! 
moseyed over to her house and picked up what she had done. 

As I returned, on coning through the bamboo, I held up the 

picture before me as I approached Yucca, so critical in my concentratio j 

that I for.ot the stone bench in my path and pitched slap over 

it, which harmed neither the picture nor me .although it did take 

n bout an inch of flesh off my shins, —aoo of which just ojes to 

show how a bsent m.nded an absent minded professor can be. 

I did a little more exploration of the Soil B a nk 
program and learned a little, more, although when the matter of 
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creage conies up on anything bavin to do w ith 
most large plantations, it is difficult for one to rollout 
through since one set _of holdings can appi rantly be 
m a de up of several different plantations, farms, strips, etc 
so that the figures become very cloudy in one s mind. I 
don't even knout uthat Melrose is made up of, although 
I suppose, when talking of the Hoil B r nk, they may refer 
to the original Melrose tract of say, 1,7 50 acres, although 
they may be talking about a larger Melrose containing twice 
that amount, or they may be talking a bout adjacent small 
famrs' included in the greater holdings, or they may 
even include such Melrose owned plantations as Cognac, 
Montrose, u arris on, et., etc. 

,/hat did seem clear was the fact that the Government 
p n ys seventy dollars per acres for cotton land taken out 
o production and that on Melrose proper, —the smaller 
unit, only P-00 acress will be planted this year, as 
opposed to something over 400 last year. Bu , as 1 
understand it, such cotton fields may contain pecane trees, 
so that the acre will produce #70.00 guaranteed by the 
Government and th planter Can cultive and, realize the full 
profit on the pecane pr oduction What the .> ole thing 
boils down to seems to be that the little fellow is going t 
shrivle into obliteration while the big fellow, as usual, 
radically expands into somethirij bigger. 

I can't recall if 1 mentioned last week's adventure of 
the lady doctor. Ora telephoned me to say thatshe was 
astonished one day last week when the lady doctor came to 
rttend to one of Or ’ s sons who had a touch of influenza. 

Or,a was amazed when she took one look at the Jady doctor 
and was struck by the black eye she was sporting. It seems 
for the past month, the lady doctor has been battling might 
to save the life of a heart patient and left instructions 


Tuesday, Marc(t 19th, 1957 


Memorandum• 


Itt was an unexpected pleasure to hear from Miss 
Myra today. u ad I received a thousand people last 
Saturday, as she mentions having done, I should no have gone 
in very Iceavily on correspondence the following day, l imagine 

She enclosed a flock -of pamphlets concerning Matches Tra< 
etc., which I haven't had. an opportunity to glance through 
as yet, but -*• shall get to them shortly and then pass them 
along. 

I am enclosing a picture of Frank Keys from Sunday's 
p.per. I think you have seen his likeness before, but I pass 
i t along re' ardless. The only other man I have known to have 
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or 


tit' 
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a frame of mind either to comprehend what I shall 
at or possessed of any inclination to sit through 
a dinner. It's odd how people will knowingly put 
into situations that are guaranteed in advance to 
boring. 


be driving 
such 

themselves 

be 


Mrs. Mood telephoned me this evening to say she 
had been directed by her Psociology Ins ructor at the 
college, where she is doing graudate work, to 
give a symposium on racial relations as reflected by 
Mr. Aaron's "Children of Strangprs". The symposium 
is to be delivered one day next week and today s c onference 
was a brief discvssion of some of the points that would 
be underlined. Mrs. flood was impressed by the fact tho.t 
the teacher told her she was not acquainted with the 
Cane li iver country where Mr. Saxon's story was laid, as 
she had lived in .'Jatchitoches only two years and so had not 
been able to venture that far from school. I lau, hed 
in my beard and opined that the teacher w.ust be as 
much of a recluse as I, although i.t does seem to me 
I have been in Uutchatochcs at least once during the past 
couple of years , 

I can t ree l 1 if from yesterday s assortment 
of mail, 1 enclosed the letter from ' J amcs, suggesting 
that if 1 had not already done so, it might be an excellent 
tine for me to communicate with the Sterns regarding 
a special grant. 1 shall respond tonight, saying that 
in view of impending printed and pictorial material, 
it has seemed wiser to take up the matter fust after rather 
than fU3t before publication. 1 must say 1 think it 
kindly motive on his part to cast about for likely 
Foundation sources but in view of resources closer 
to home, it would, seem to me that tapping those 
would be much more convenient all around. How does 
that ol line jO about green backs on the other side 
fence always appearing crisper, or was it merely the 


that was greener. 


of the 
grass 

believe from what Ora had to say and 
what Carolyn hinted, he is cross with Carolyn and is 
snubbing her at fust the time, it seems to me, when he 
should be curbing his impulses, what with the hopes that 
his book may be coming up for reviews if and when it 
is printed. I am forever bein; astonished at the number 
of people who never seem to stop to think if they can 
fford the luxury of responding so eadily to f 

I.fear this a dull letter but there s 
or improvement on the morrow...... 


Wednesday, Marcy 20th, 19dT. 


Memorandum : 

I could d at that frisky postman. He made his rounds 
n n hour and a half ahead of schedule this morning and so had 
departed well before u leisurely made my way to the office. Thus 
there will be a couple of memos going forward 
mail, —if I can get ahead of him. 


■" — 'v m -- - * 

m tomorrow s 


Ana 


speaking 


of the mails, I'm beginnm to wonder 
why I haven't heard from at least a couple of letters J- have 
eith r posted myself or which Carolyn wrote a week or two back 
that she had sent out for me. Perhaps all the mail sacks 
went to Melville or buckeye or some such place today, therebye 
giving nothing to the postman to distribute on this route which 
might perhaps explain his record for breaking all speed records. 

I had to laugh today when Carmen telephoned me today 
to ask me for particulars regarding a notice that would go 
in tomorrow's papers c oncerning the a pril 4th speech. 

I hadn't the slightest notion what 8he wanted and 1 doubt if 
she did. 1 accordingly gave her a subfect which u might 
classify my remarks under, —something sufficiently vague 
to cover anything, such as 

"Hatchitoches, —Her Hlace in the Sun". 

Carmen thought that was dandy and said she was 
putting an invitation into the mail for me, thinking I might 
like to have one as a so venir. 1 shall pass it along when it 
comes to hand and naturally, I do not want it b a ck. She said 
that the only big dining room available in town, --at the college, 
was scheduled for some sort of reconstruction and that plans 
h n d had to be changed, limiting the number who can obtain 
invitations to two hundred, as the dinner will be held in 
another building on the campus, --the High School which functions in 
connection with the college, as I understand it 1 ashed 
if the proceedings of this annual o.f fair would be very long and 
drawn out and she said they would not. 1 hate to think of 
J. H. having to remained Flued to a chair very long. u he said 


ptsstswttrs 
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Thursday, M ach Ztrth , 1957 


that xhe only business following the dinner would be a selection 

of some sort of a new ( h~. irman and the annual award made to 

the man of the year, some member of the Chamber of Commerce, T suppose 

and that since no one is ever advised in advance of his 

selection, only the briefest response can be expected, and that 

my speech will Then take over and terminate the doings, 

' ' 1 passed by the artist's house today to see what she was 

up to. She had p t aside .her painting for lack of colores she 
needed. I took a good look at one of the thin s on 
which she had been, working and saw something I had never seen or 
envisioned before. She had painted a couple of cherubs 
oatapaulting through the blue like bullets, each little cherub 
dressed in neat little tuxedos . Overalls on the canary is 
one thing but a tux edo o u—g_cit eru b does seem orginial to say the 
least. 


Memorandum 


Such a nice rain of an inch or so during the night, with 
the skies clearing by mid morning and the balance of the day being 
delightfully sunsh mey and cool. 


The surveying going on in the C ogna c area was 
suspended during the morning and 1 made the most of the 
leisure afforded a couple of the helpers who got busy 
t ignening up the sun dial which needed a bit of attention 


The surveyor, a Ur. Lutz or some such, is having 
certain difficulties in establ ishing lines because of uncertainties 
over legal papers which certainly must be something of a headache 
for anyone trying to get something precise out of wills and 
conveyances. In the first place, many of the legal 
papers are in French and written long hand in styles 
vastly varying in legibility, making them a double puzzle to 
one who doe3n t know any French. And then there is such a 
m a tter as a tract of a few hundred acres a. d. purchased 
from somebody who had inherited it from one of the Frudhommes 
and the will conveying the property of a thousand or two acre 
plantation, mentions that, say, four hundred acres each of the 
prcpety would be given to so-and-so, and a like amount to 
so-and-so, and thus through a list of several people wttxr 
with no indications in the records to indicate which so-and-so 
received which of said several hundred acres for himself and 
which person received another portion from the same tract. 


Mr. Lutz said he thought the wisest observation 
thus far advanced in deteriming the holding of J. H. would 
be for J. M. to employ a surveyor to determined what property 
belonged to everyone else in the region and what was left 
would be J. H. 's. 


Vaguely iz seemed to me that Mesdumes Gillespie and Famsey 
had siad on Wednesday of last week that they would be 
passing this way, J/ortnward bound, on Thursday of this 
ween, up as i have heard nothing from them since their brief pause t 


draped 
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Friday, March 88nd, 1957 


and as neither of them put in an appearance toauy, l 
assume that, as usual, they must be pursuing a rather loose 
schedule. 

i am thinking of going to town tomorrow to a ttend to 
one or two little"matters, such as purchasing some Art material, 
etc,, and it may well be that uhile 1 am there, the travelers may 
pu n se here by way of surprising me, — only'to get themselves 
surprised by finding no one at home, f suppose one of the tests 
o/' maintaining pleasant relations with the greatest number 
of oeoole is making allowances for the vast differences in the 
degree of dependability that seems to exist in such varying 
degrees among so many oeople But it s a poor trick 
that doesn t work both ways and tomorrow l shall ive the ladies 
;i opportunity to see how if feels to make allowances jor 


Memo rand, urn: 

another lovely day but continued on the somewhat cool 
side, in the lower 7 O's. 

Little leaves are beginning to appear on the crepe myrtles 
and so be-stirred myself to do some transplanting Before 
the sap really gets accustomed to the advance of spring. 

The artist came to see me along mid afternoon time and 
Mesdames (lillesvic and Hamsey arrived five minutes later so 
a ll three ladies had a n opportunity to chat a bit before 
the artist withdrew. 

The contact with the Texas contingent was about as 
unsatisfactory as the one whn they headed so-utwhurd a week 
or so ago. Carmen had requested a telephone con ersation 
with Carolyn regard mg Pilgrim: ye pu licity and there was 
need to call Ora ~bout an autographing party, sue is arranging 
for the Cajun book when it appears. And right after that 
that ladies had to get on their way homeward. 1 know not 
anui either the Carmen or Ora conversation s etfled. 


fames had not been seen but 1 believe there wa. 
conversations with Kay from which it sas learned the 
Aunt Willie's visitin !Jew Orleans, o.imes would rema 
five days, —Auni "illie's visit to last a couple o v 
weeks, --after which fames will go to fake son, Miss 
do some research and &ay and Aunt Millie will come 
visit me and probably go on to Briarwood. 

Carolyn said she had talked with Aunt " illie 
last night and the later had told her she had. just 
me that she had put off le a vmg Charleston for /Jew 
from March 87th to April. 6th or some such. 1 was g 
that, since I had envision the possibility that she 
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Ka y mi :ht have reached here along about April 4th, haa tne 
March 2Vth thing gone through and thenatural thing to h^ve done 
in such an eventuality mould, of course, have been to invite them 
to The Chamber of Commerce dinner for which it appears there will 
be some difficulty in obtaining tickets, now that the numter 
itas seen cut down to 200. 1 believe there is 

some mention of the dinner, by the way, in the Enterprise going 
forward in tomorrow’s post. 

The only other thing 1 learned was that jiunt "illie 
had su id something „ bout driving Carolyn to Hew ■‘ork. Hell Gillespie 
dvised Carolyn against accepting such an invitation and ± know 
’not how Carolyn felt n -out that 

There was some talk c *out the Marshall visit lasting 
through tfiis week end, fter which Carolyn has an ap.oo i ntmcnt 
on Wednesday, 1 believe, with the welfare Department 
in Baton Rouge which has in mind having a couple of movies 
made j.s _ record for some pnase or other of cheir line 
of enae aver. i believe Curoly did the script on the jilm , 

devoted to that department for Delta Pictures and so i shou Idn t 
be surprised if she got herself tnagled up in this new 
undertaking. And how site keeps half of this straight in 
her mind, I don't know but am quite convinced she is letting 
a .heao of things slide as she contemplates larger and ever 
larger horvaons. 

As for myself, l was glad to get back to my gardening jor i 
h n d a heap of things wanted to do before supper and 
did, in fact, get the last thing attended to just as the 
supper bell was tapped. 

After listening to 2. Rosecoe, I thought a woul d 
relax a d„b by reading a page or two from John 'fason Brown 
whose "Through These Hen" came to hand today. I a w oke to discover 
l had. gone to sleep on the third page but not because af a‘ V 
dullness on Hr. Brown's part for everything he puts into sentences 
is well turned and I was lad to note that he, himselj, read tue 
Preface, tiis oice is pleasant, as for the book, it 

starts off with an account of the Democrat ic and Republican Conventio 
and the folk ways of politicians Re speaks o jectively in 
l a rge measure but it is obvious that he is j» admirer of 
Hr. Stevenson and of Mrs . Roosevelt. 

The hour of midnight aooroaches and i shall write one note 
to Crand Ledge, lichiym, thaning the Schmids for sendm^ me the 
Mary baker *ddy thing, and so to bed . 


March 224th, 1VSV 


Memorandum 


birthday 'week, and here is one who is holding 
may be ever so happy throughout. 

lioDings aren't so much but 1 thought 
"the likeness of the contemporary 
the Times of *arch 
the invitation or ai nouncement that 
the banquet. There is 
hout a d a b of information 
be assumed that the 
r less likely to have heard 
.wj.eo.ye receipt of the card and, 
nate' that 1 have already heard of 
icement and as 1 know he is 
not pother to make a reservation 


. The enclosed c 
you might like to see 
I. S', n’., and the clipping from 
22nd, no to mention 
came in Saturday's post concerning 
always something mildly amusing a 
concerning a speaker when it may 
one scheduled to appear, is more o 
about it. My imp Ise is to ackno 
referring to their R. S. /• 2., s 
the yuy mentioned in vueir announ 
a mighty poor speaker, they need 
or me at least. 

I velieve the Same paper carpyin, the reference to Me 
dinner states taut Rosalind has joined tue stujj oj 
The Enterprise as Society editor. 

Ora call'd »• tl.is nor.ua, zo say si' was lau,,ua, clout 
oc szhiliti" o„ tuis coma, ,,'da'saay 1 s, ‘ e 

elaborate schedule for the day, aL 1. of which was 

ci . ned well Mi advance of ai yone s coasci ousitess that . 

P ihe war games would be going full tilt m ttga area 

with the opening guns being laid down on Wedne lay. uong 

down the Bermuda hoad. Cra said she was supposed, to b e at 
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a ban^uiet sometime during that nedncsday but sue 
thought she mould provide Uerself with some sandw iches 

before leading out in the morning, just in case she had 

to s vend the day by the road side while mile of tanks thundered on 

teir way to the im-<j mary mar. 

It seems to me it was nedne sday , too, that Carolyn has 
n.i ippomtment in Baton /toil e retarding the movie. Something 
tells me that she had fetter yet going in that direction 
ri ht now if she ever arrives in baton Rouge by mid meek. 

This mommy about 10, J. H, brought four 
getuelemen to see me, a man from Ferriday mho had keen here a couple 
of ye rs back with his wife with whom it seems to me there -mas 
some subsequent correspondence. One of the younger men was his 
son, a pre-medical student at Tulane or some such place, a youth 
from some place and another■ from Sweden, o all places. The 
sou presented me with two meal of tne blessed ~artin which 
he said his mother had sent. Half an hour later, 1 s^w o'. H. 
who had been alkmj with tne man while . the boys and x were 
do my a tour, told me that the man said his wife had died 
during the past year. Home how this didn t sqem to square with 
the oresent the youth hud brought but 1 didn t go inoo 
he matter. 

In the 1 fternoon two ladies and a gentleman from Baton 
houge who had been to the Congers at nrcadia and to Briarwood 
tele honed to say they were returning to their home m baton 
Rouge and would like todrop by. Celeste got the call but 
told me she was too busy to re bothered with them, but was 
distressed later when sue learned that tneywere friends of 
Madam general, etc. They were lovely people and could tell me 
much about Mary Hhitaker, alice Walworth, Annette du Chene 
a nd so on. life had nuite a lot of fun in the hour or so 
the-y were here and they were entranced that they were n b'l^ to 
take three Hunter canvases home with them. Hhat they don c know 
is that after they have lived with thes for a while, they will 
be wanting more, a 3 most people who naturally incline in 
their directon usually do. 

Well, so much for a week end, ushering in birthday 
week. I have a specul candle /oing in the u ha-pel that will 
burn Throughout the next 7 days, vicing, as it will, a silent 
prayer th^.t this may be among the happeir weeks . 


81.08 
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Monday, March 85th, 1957. 


Memorandum : 


I suprised the cook this morning at 8 o'clock 
when I stepped into the kitchen and asked her if sue would 
sort of like to elope with me to town. Jlaturally 
Loreatha's face took on a puzzled expression for a moment and 
then she jiggl d all over and she exclaimed ; 

"Lord sakes, ± reckon you want me to drive you to i own 
in my car." 


’ She has hit the nail slap f on the head and so she and her 
daughter and I cranked up Ezra s Che verolet and off we sailed, 
getting back here again an our efore the postman had 
made his rounds and thus enabling me to put a final birthday 
greeting in the parcel post and head it out for Lyme. 

The box is rather cumbersome, being filled with crumpled 
newspapers, but there is but a single package inside the 
box and 1 placed it in a paper sack so you may readily 
extricate the paper bag and leave the rest of the stuff 
where ever. The package contains no notation u.id thus 
if you find it convenient to open it at home, it may 
readily pass as an item from associates at the office or some such 
with nobody being the wiser. 


I made the most of the opportunity of being in town to 
drop by The Enterprise to c. ngratulate Rosalind on her 
new job and the Enterprise on its new associate but Rosalind 
was out and i encountered Mr. Beckerman only as I 
was half way down the street, after leaving his office. 

His mother-in-law in Mouth Lakota is on the verge of death 
what with blood clots on the brain andl believe Hrs. aeckerman 
with up yonder. 


1 also dropped by the ^-imes to give 
Baptisin' which I had promised him some 


Charles 0 unningham a 
time back as a 
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Tuesday, llarcy 


Memorandum 


All the talk seems to be centered on tie weazncr wlo 
tly about other people's weather although, in spite of 
■■ > t it was rather cool here, the thermometer 
down to 40 last night but never being a ble 
hove 46 today and will sag into the 30's tonight 

the banana plants a slight nip rut will n< 
other tender things as they all will be covered. 

reservations were 

was among tnose w 
id that tne town 


mo j 

today 1 s sunshine 
h n vmg gone 
to get 

whi Hch may give 
the 

Carmen telephoned today to say 
omg d ong at a good clip and the J. h 
had already asked for places . She a lso SJ/ 
was a all of a rumble with ne n vy armed vehicles omg 
ever winch way through the streets. .iith the war games 
sheduled to get under way at full tilt during the night, 
tomorrow's trippers to the Alexandria Flower ohow ought to 
enr ounce r quite a few barriers along the way, 1 should 

J I assume there will be the same obstructions in that Marshall 
woman's path to Baton nouje but that is only aguess 

a r.d for :11 l mow, that lady, what with several days having interval, 
since she flitted by here, she may have decided on going to 
Yellowstone to take a shot at a geyser in a snow storm or some 
such.And suddenly I am reminded that she did mention last 
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"a rch 27th, 1957 


tout jht, 1 learned, of 
He mentioned several of 

political posts he had. occupied during his long 
- -i^ut his literary 

didn't get a round 
" kefo e evening came on. 
mention having read it 
that spoke 


From the E. Roscoe p 
the death of adouard tier 
the ; 

career but didn't make a 
intere ts. I was r.Iways sorry 1 < 
to read his "Vie de Mine. Rccamier 
don't know as i ever heard pi y one 
although it seems to me 1 did run across a review 
of it J'iVorably i, There was something n bout Herriot's 
personal appearance, so heavy and his cloth's usualy of 
such indifferent cut, —u»ct most of all, the presen es 
a pipe of unattractive design forever in his hand that 
present a mental picture that was in the sharpest contr 
that very svelt appearance of lime. Recamier, especially 
one on the chaise-longue by uavid t which ± like so much 
which, it has been said, she aidn t care much about. 


Memo rand urn : 

We had a slight frost last night, what with tne ragged edges 
of the Oklahoma blizzard still pushing its effects down this 
way in spite of o.ur cloudless skies. ut the tender things 
were covered and this morning a bright sun started the thermometer 
cjimbmg early and although it's a little cloudy tonight, the 
chance of u frost tonight has vanished. 

Carolyn really did show up last night, a little after 9. 

We chatted for a couple of hours and on she went with a view to 
getting ahead of the Army and so to reach her aton Rouge appomtme 

She is relaxing enough in her personality but her mind is so 
active in a whole flock of new projects that I have reached 
the oo int where. I am inclined to nod my head and agree that all is 
.Pleasant orospect without digesting anything much sufficient 


but an author s appearance certainly aoesn t n a ve any urn 
to do with his artistry, of course, and ± suppose one or two 
of the finest; portraits made of Mme . de Pompadour were ( 
by a rtist 3 whose tendency in dress always suggested a mure s 
I think i had setter drop Alice Toklas a letter, asking her 
for some particulars a bout how she liked the Herriot renditu 
of the Mme. Recamier biography, My guess is that she could 
supply us with cuite an interesting opinion. 

I have been casting a bout in the aohn Mason brown 
book to see if i couldn t catch up with the place from 
which i got some entertainment last night when a read a poem 
the author of "Through These Men" quoted from The Reporter 
magazine, having to do with the Eisenhower tendency to 
always surround himself and especially at his stag 'parties 
at the White House with big shots of the financial world. 

But somehow i could't find the ex n ct place tonight 
without reading or rather re-reading at some length but 
1 shall run across it a bit later and shall make a copy of 
it for a should like to share it with you for I think you 
will find it as gay a* that jingle n bout Miss bright 
who returned from her elopement on the night before she 

Everything seems lovely a cross the fence, and the ladies are 
len vina at 6 in the morning for Alexandria, hoping to hit the 

r„ T.+., n f Mnrin.m Rmnufart before the army tanks get tne m dom 


started ouj 


was talk about two or three other prospec 
o to Hew York "in April". I shall be ast 
• this year, but for all 1 know, she might 
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,nd 


& 


kumped into somebody who has vast influence with Hr. Hoag\ 
person, the head of some advert is mg agency, --Miss Word, 


1 believe is she name, had wax asked her if it would be possible 
la nurd could come down to see me for a conference next esdj.y wi 
n view totrying to secure my advice for Mr. Hodges before he gets at 


in his fine gardening projects. 


Bu t whj.c delighted 
news ','arolyn had just rec 
the story Gra wrote while 
published by Tim Reporter 
never heard of that pubii 
ago while reading John Ja 
m a rece.it ar memo. I d 
shall of c.ourse oass it a 
who naturally was pleased 




me in all the part iculars comur to hand 
eived from her Hew jork agent, that 
in the hospital is oppa ran fly going to 
magazine, it seems so odd that i, uh o 
cation, ran across it only a day or so 
son Brown and l bejieve 1 mentioned it 
o not know pu licutiondate as yet but 
long as soon as 1 hear. Carolyn telephon 
, —her first manuscript to reach print , 

ha d 


L had coffee with Madam Regard this morning, the other lady 
left it. 3ome early hour to get down to Alexandria to get to 
tie flower show. Madam f-egard seems so happy these days but it 
strikes me she is grad ally growing more frail as evidenced in the 
which she takes a step, the difficulties she has in turning a sin<j 
of a magazine at a time and so on, but her m nd continues us activ\ 

The m.il I, do not receive these days is almost as interesting 
a s what does come to hand, l continue, for example, to hear 
nothinj from ^^mes. Perhaps he has gone to u ackson tcj work 
in the Mississippi archives or, perhaps, since he isn t speaking t 
Clarolyn, perhaps he isn twriting to me Hews from the 
flew ork galleries c out mue s non-cxista'nt and other items to bus m 
places, posted a month „yo with my own hand still elicit no respon 
although the latter were definitely to the advantage of those adar 
a response be made. 

1 can t rec.11 if a mentioned that "Conversation" with Mr. Fa 
is to be resumed on Thursday nights, JIVC, at 8 :30 Eastern o'tundara 
beginning this week, 1 should like to hear it this week although 
the 1 ed iot ion is for. thunder showers tomorrow evening which may 
knock out reception, and i shall regret not being a ble to tune in 
week when i shall be in town. ( T believe that Van Loren prize win 
is to participate in this week's go-round. Homebody said the Apri 
issue of Holiday has to do with oretty places in France 
but i haven t seen a copy as yet. i/hat a lot of literary evenings 
including "conversations" seem to be on the docket and may you f in 
the leisure to indulge in syme of them . 
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Thursday, March R8th, 195V. 


Memorandum • 

Our spring weather continues pi asant overhead but 
ra'her on the cool vide beneath the blue sky and 
cotton boll clouds. 

I take pen m hand at 9:50, following a very active 
conference with that Marshall woman who blew in about 8 and 
had to lurry on to get some sleep in Natchitoches, to be 
up early to the college to get a film of hers, "Life 

in old Louisiana" from the film library there and so 
take it with her to Hhreveport for a conference with the 
ilodges interests tomorrow morning, at is all so breath¬ 
taking and exnaustmg, this whizzing about from pillar to post. 


at 

s at is/ 
the tim 
that G'a 
for doi 
six the 
the fir 
I belie 
by othe 
Bill br 
frgm an 
_bout c 
to his 


appears that yesterday 1 s Batontioujc conference was 
ctory all a round, Within five minutes from 
e the meeting began, the Welfare department had decided 
ro'lyn, rather than Lelta Fictures, would get the c ntruct 
ng a short for one segment of the welfare section at 
isand dollars. Three other films are planned to follow 
st for that particular section, —dealing with children, 
ve, and another two or three films are being requested 
r sections of the department, including at least one by 
idgcs who concentrates on the Blind. 1 learn he suffers 
inferiority compl-x in regards to me and therefore is hesitc 
ommg to see me although he realizes it would »e advantayeou: 
department. 


With Baton H 
New Orleans and 
who wants the s 
to make the most 
suggest what has 
This mohning, it 
News Her vice and 
planned for a we 


ou e wrapped up so promptly, the lady went on to 
later the same day had a conference with Mr. Udgen 
ory about me slanted to inspire Louisiana readers 
of their historic monuments with pictures to 
been acc omp'lished in the case of one such monument, 
seems, there were conferences with international 
Associated frees about other news releases 
ek or so hence, and so b a ck to Baton Rouge for 
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March 29th, 1957 


other conferences and then nere for a brief pause. 1 ma 
most of the opportunity to outline a fewsugge stions for 
tomorrow’s conference with the tlodjes jroup, recommendm 
gardens be given a tij.ne, such as denta,e Gardens, which 
wuuid suggest age and at the same time imply they were t 
jift to future generations, £ also recommended fiat the 
o th- gardens be given a sub-title such as "Spring dome 
Heritage uardens", that would enable a one day shooting, 
the time element is important with equipment and labor p 
bout #500.00 a day, and at the s^me time, arranging the 
with ve (its so that the other tnree seasons of the year a 
epmpasis on botanical spec ilisations could be inserted. 


Memorandum 


£ have oh ancient pewter pitcher filiea w\ 
the front gate neighborhood here on my desk, bej 
native to the red sandstone regions of south ct 
n n evergreen leaf abouttne size of half u posti 
their flowers are purple, the color, shape and 
somewhat suggesting lilac blossoms On the otht 
of the desk stands another old pewter vase co>r 
buchch of cream colored German iris. The colo 
pewter, the dark gree of the foliage, the purp. 
of the iris stems and the cream shades are so , 
inaugurate the birttiday week end so pleasantly 

The day's mail included notes from Mrs. S 
postelle from whom i don t seem to hjve heard 
I wish dostell had included more ' n bout himself 
was a litele p zzled when reading the dostell 
secretary was pronouncing a word that sounded 
a nd when I asked for a spelling, gave the firs 
But 1 findatllly jot it figured out alright an 
can send along nuite a few particulars jbout t 
one "1", for his use,—part iculars I got Jrom 
who had been through the rigors of that prote 
some of whom must h ve been 15 or 20 years o 
and recounts given me by Alexander dosteltuwai 
others whose births were in the 1840 s ana id^ 
remember much of the talk a'"out the horrors of 


I should hive, stated that the—telephone interruption, — 
the artist, —-The cuton nou e films will pay six thousand dolla 
and 1 admonished tha under so c ircumstance s should ai ythmj be 
done for aodjes at any less figure. 

l think £ shall outline a script for dill Bridges on the 
Heading Machine thing which deserves a film but i shall 
have somebody else su gest it to him as he might get into 
„ panel if he thought it grew in my garden . 

do much for the close of day, all hruly-burly, but my norm 
and early afternoon at gardening was pleasant enough and a couple 
hours with n aoctor from a c iti was cuitc pleasant. This doctor 
who is the color of ebony is sort of 35 -i3h andhas as 
delightful a manipulation of. Trench as anything ± have heard fro 
trie islands, de is well a cquainted with the Mellens who invited 
him to be on their staff but tie declined to 
neighborhood in proximity to the 
asotnished me by his at 

documents during the Spanish era of the 1500's, 
with which £ am fan iliar but could not 
Hatura'lly, he was < 
asked if he might return on 
with tyim.. Robust 

physique in the person of such a superb intellectual . 

He said in u .,iti he had been attracted to the Cane River 
country by the sight of an African douse plate, — prob n bly 
belonging to the ■< ellens, although did 't ask, and 
that had impelled him to fly up to Louisiana to take a look 
a t thin s for himself. 

{ ell, so things turn Muring tnis pleasant birthday week 
e wl .w ought' that it may we turning ever so pleasantly 


rema in m the Port-au- 
t university, etc., etc. de 
bility to quote directly from celebrated 

' ' official statement 

uote directly as he did, a 
enchanted with everything he had to see and 
ay next week, bringing his wife 
is the word for her physical appearance and 
somehow one always seems a little suprised to find a Max Bchmell n 

person of such a 
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March '61st. 1967 


llem.orar.dumx 

Twenty billion times would not suffice to tell you 
what a happy birthday time it has been for me and how splendid 
I think you executed the portrait of good old Andrew. 

".'Jot what we jive but what we share, for the gift witnout 
the giver is bare' 1 . And how nice to have a glimpse, thanks 
to the Wednesday note which came yesterday morning, to have so? 
notion of what the week end would be like in the niefhobrhood 
of Lyme. 1 t all sounds so festive and so active and, although 
you did not mention it, so busy that it precluded much thought 
of the intensity of doings that would be equally welcome, c am 
sure, were solitude to be the order of the week end. 

And thanks much for the clippin s which c an running 
throu h a ain on fhe morrow. 1 had lost track o Lillian „ 
Smith and a haven t heard any mention of her "Strange fruit 
in all these past months, perhaps years, in spite of all the 
domes around in eorjia, Alabama, Mississippi and 


The Law condemns the man or woman 
Who steals a goose from off the Common, 
But always lets the Big Wig loose 
Who steals the Common from the goose." 


Cra called this afternoon to say she and H. B. are entertaining 
her Shreveport doctor of last Spring, and his wije this week end. 

She said the men are go ng fishing at Black Cake tomorrow afternoon 
andthe doctor's wife, —remarkable enough, being also a doctor in 
her own rigiit, wondered if Cra might bring her to Melrose. Cra 
said the lady is a Vatolic convert and l gathered from what she 
further said' that perhaps one reason for her conversion was 
the feehn the lady had that she might do more for the racial 
group for which the loc. 1 Catholic hurch is giving thought, and 
with more effectiveness by joimn . such a religious group. 

1 have no doubt the lady will f ind many things in this nei jhborhood 
to interest her and. I shall be delighted to hear what she has to say. 

I wubh tnis lady doctor and her husband would both pass this way, am 
at the 3 ume time the datian doctor returns to br ng his wife for l sho 
imagine u.11 four of them might find much of professional and human 
interests in common to talk about and i should love to be able to 
1 is ea iLu'je been yetting in a 'it of early planting in the zinnia 
department during the past couple of days, planting the seed in pots 
so that the v may .be put inside, should'iJakc Frost make another 
round which'he prob 0 ply will not do. Zinnia s do well when trans¬ 
planted and thus c may get an early blossoming although ± shall 
olant some later so they may come into flower along bout 
‘pilgrimage time. And x so birthday week comes to a close on the 


r telling me of John Mason Brown and his 
and the wonderful succession of programs that 
joy on the Sabbath aft moons, --so many fine 
ck succession, one after another. And speaking 
ed that on Saturday morning, Martin Agronsky 
s AEC listeners, saying that was his just broadcai 
appear on another net work. As 1 do not 
stens to radio any more, M thought would 
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OCtV 


/ind'i t was so characteristically jood of you to think of me 
as perhaps be my able to enjoy the “aril holiday issue. I 
really ould enjoy having one so much but if it comes to hand 
this year^or next, it will make no difference, for the articles 
you mention may be read at any time with equal pleasure and 
pictures such as holiday always curries gurantees one pleasure at 
r,;<y old. time. I think I mentioned that 1 had heard that 
this issue on France had been brought out but 1 had not 
been able to round up a copy somehow. 

Celeste left Friday to jo, with scads of her -datchitoches 
girl friends,'-to go into Retreat at some place in the Alexandria 
neighborhood, returning home Stiday evening, whai with f 
J, h. and me in the roles of antiquated baby-sitters, It s 
all so religious and so wonderful, —in a way. 

Mtchitoches had a fire on Friday night in which the 
old Scarborough home was destroyed. I used to go there in the 
'1940’s when the Scarboroughs were still alive. It was a big house 
than had been sold to a maiden lady some years back. She got 
out alright wit some of her clothes but decided to go 
b a ck and jet some mori and was trapped and consumed. AHCi 
yesterday morning, a brother-in-law or uncle-in-law of ill 
Jones who ■tau ,ht at ohe colored L rade School in town, went out 
on his fvm to do some tractor work and the machine turned over on 
him and he died immed lately. Much doings within the space of 
„ few hours. 


Ura c^me down on Saturday a fternoon, 


to 


bringing me some gourd 
have them as 


seed, of all things, but ■ L ’m delighted .. - 

I am always finding a new variety in these little packages. 

She stopped at Olemence's house and the latter asked her if she di 
h^ve any paint. lou can readily see how timely came your advise 
on matters of *>rt. 

A letter from ’'anes in Saturday' s post seemed a little 
over due, as it seems to have been several week since last i heard 
him which sterns long since he has been writing so frequently. 

Why he didn t bother to tell me he was going to °ackson, Miss., I 
know not. Re certainly doesn't have to but it would have given 
me a"chance to slow up my correspondence in his direction. 

Uur Saturday was a pretty day *ut we had some sprinies 
today, —right in season for the christening, so perhaps Lyme had 
some spr.kling, too. However that may be i hope the o eek end was 
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Monday, April 1st, 1957. 


Memorandum: 

It is so seldom one has an opportunity to select 
his weather but one was presented with a choice this morning when 
Shreveport offered"cool, heavy cloud coverage and occasional 
thunder showers" while Alexandria offered "fair and warmer". 

What with an inch and a half of rain last night, not to 
mention a young tornado that went roaring Eastward somewhere 
up Bermuda way, I selected the Alexandria offering, all blue and 
and sort of 80-ish. 


, old 



1 found Father Hobel among the coffee cups aeross the fence 
this morning and what with all the doings on the part of the hostess 
^ b out t e success of the Retreat and speculations on everybody’s 
p^rt about the wisdom of an ex-Pole, —Father li o bel, - trying to 
make Warsaw this summer to see his mama, I had quite an opportunity 
to do much listening although I didn't hear much of interest. I 
must say, however, that Celeste s religion seems to be getting 
her around to a calmer re-look at matters racial and she broke 
down apid confessed, stipulating it was only for those present, that 
the manners of many of her colored neighbors in the Cane “iver country 
were far superior to those of some of the white bags attending the Retreat 
from more hilly sections of the Parish, —an idea and an admittance that 
could scarcely have been made, say, a year back. 1 find it a n 
exceptional privilege to be living at a time and in a place where such 
unexpected alterations in prejudice, built up over a life time, seem 
to be crumbling. Cnee I thought it would take the passing of at least 
one generation to eliminate some of these very attitudes which today 
appear t'o be vanishing almost in front of one s very eyes. 
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Tuesday, *pril 2nd, 1957 


to do a bit of gosspmg, 
bout but merely to relax, i imagi 
SUe said so many people in town 
i to have had such a 
She said' that quite a number of people 
had called during the day to cancel their 

one or more members in the 
She said that she 
but if there had 


Carmen, call v^e late this afternoon 
although she didn't have much to talk a 
a s the end of a busy day approached. 
are being flattened out by influenza which seems 
long run this year 
or their friends, 

reservations for Thursday night, what with 
family falling victim to the prevailing malady, 
was of course sorry to learn of illness anywhere 
to be any, she was glad it was hip pening right now for the 
banquet was already sold out and a waiting list is piling up so that 
people whose names are on it are delighted when they learn that 
one circumstance or another has forced people to withdrawn their 
names, therebye giving others a chance to find places. 

I read a little more tonight from the John Mason Brown 
book tonight j.nd was glad to come to the chapters on telix frankfurter 
and Walter Lippnan. I seem to have read th ngs here and there n bout 
the former but although I have read many a Lipmann article, I never 
before ran across a biography and, as everything Brown does, 


Memorandum 


1 guess the Coring is over, so far as the thermometer 
is concerned, al tough the rain drops continue to be 
"hoover" about. 1 suppose it must have been about 85 today 
cynd what with a trace of a sprinkle now and then, the humility is 
impressive but because the summer is still youigg, it hasn t 
become oppressive as yet. 

1 chanced to be on Mew Orleans WWL sta ion this morning and 
h-ard of zhe death of Bob Tall ant, —merely that he had been 
found dead in bed. lie had developed into quite an alcoholic 
during recent years and perhaps this prolonged sleep unto which he 
has now entered is more kindly than a survival of years that 
wouldn't have been very happy. ( 1 always felt he was a "weak sister", 
having been tied to his mother s apron string from childhood which 
probably in large measure accounts for the violent reaction 
towar.d the bottle after he got a job on the federal Writers' 

Project and felt the impulse to make up for lost time. 

Carolyn telephoned from town about 4:50. Che 
said she had an appointment in /lew rleans in the morning and 
so was sliding along without, stopping here which struck me 
n s being wise, what with all the probable Army vehiciles 
that might have to be encountered. 

I was sorry to learn that due to some mix up in 
letters, The Ueporter had in mind (tax mind having a story 
by Ora Williams or someone on Clementine Hunter. 

Ora is in Shrove port today and tonight and so l 
suggested Carolyn wait and talk with her at the end of the 
week when she plans passing through Batchitoches again. 

There had been a conference in Bhrefport sometime today 
with Ur. Hodges and representatives of his two pu»lic relations 
groups. Odd\ isn't it, that he should have, two. Charlie Phillips 
whom I know is one of these representatives and I think him a bag. 

My name came up and Mr. dodges inquired.a out the possibility 
of cmoing to see.me. Carolyn said she felt no doubt that she could 
get the movie, job easily enough although, and this seems odd, too, 
Mr. Hodges will make no decisions on he movie before autumn. 

That ought to provide ample time for a script to be stirred up, 1 
should think, since the filming, -i suppose, would of necessity 
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h a fe to * e done during the Spring. Carolyn said she found hr. 

Hodges a very modest man. There was some reference 

to Hiss "ormon and Carolyn jot the impression Hr. Hodges felt 

she had — arrie had over played her hand, perhaps, in 

trying to sell Hodges the world of wild flowers which are aways 

her forte. If 1 c rifer with the gentleman l shai 1 make it 

a point that 1 feel zhe gardens have een \ogged down by 

horticulturalists who are so c oncentrated on $ plant that 

they never sense such a thing as a garden, —in a word, they have 

no "grandessa". 


1 learned, too, that 


some military o r ex-military youth 
is to be named the man of the year at hursday's dinner and 
1 am glad to have this information as T can put a bit of 
military trimmings in my speech that may be appropriate 
to a new-comer in business, fresh out of a uniform. 

1 was astonished to hear from Alice Aalworth Graham. I 
must say x am inclined to think she and Hoane are planning 
to et into the big road since nlice seems to be one of t ose 
people who never write unless something is cooking. 

And a have put off until the close of this memo to 
tell you how much happiness your white paint brought to f 
the local artist, for the package arrived in this morning s 
post and, even as yesterday, she was not loosing a second, 

„fter mail time, to pass this way to inquire about the package 
I had told her that wajs coming from little Hiss Lee. 1 thought 
it wise to tell her the white paint had arrived in the first package 
n s I warned her to finish a picture she had had to put aside in X-- 
hopnij she would use the same colors, for l realized she might be 
tempted .to do a bit of sampling of the new ones, should they 
reach her in t he midst of things. x t would have done your heart 
good to see how her face lighted up when she learned the white 
h n d arrived, for i believe it has been several days since she 
has been able to proceed, due to the absence of that required color. 
I reckon it was about 1 0:30 when she hastily clutched the 
box and said to "tell that lady a heap of Howdies and that 
1 sure does thank her", and was off like a streak across the 
cotton patch. At 4;30 she telephoned me to, say the picture was 
finished and wouldn t 1 like to see it. 1 would. And , 

she jiggled when, on arriving, 1 guess zhe iruth, —thaz she hadn t 
bothered to stop for a mouthful of food, as between 10:30 and 
4:30, —and the picture came out just fine. Truly, she is bound to 
like painting bezter than eating and we can both sleep the happier 
i r ealisation of the delight your gift brought with it...... 
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Wednesday, April 3rd, 295'/, 


Memorandum : 

I feel so remote from .what goes on in the outside world, 
what with a flock of baby tornado-like swirls flying around, 
tossing smaller objects a round in this section of the Sta e 
but putting on a mild tornado this afternoon in Alexandria, 
a nother in the vicinity of Shreveport and generally kicking up 
off Dallas and Ckalahoma u ity way. l doh z mind the high 
windy and the occasional sprinkles out i do which the radio 
didn t sound like a pot with the lid on in which exploding fire¬ 
crackers are sputter mg at such a great raze zhat getting 
rj complete phrase, let alone a sentence, is impossible. 

Thee was a brief interlude in all this at noon when the 

Bureau of ‘leather predicted clearing skies and cooler 

weather on the morrow at d thaz will suit me to a T although 

along about this time, instead of listening to n.ews 1 

shall probably be whispering shouts over the public address system 

at the college. 

Jusz as T finished last night's memo, along a bout 
9:30, my telephone rang. It was Mr. Leckerman, saying 
he and his wife had been dialing my number for ( 

the last hour but always got a busy signal. The irti8t> s 
graadch'Idrev i.Uct have been at play over the American Tel and Tel, 
They asked if they might come down and although x thought 
the hour a bit advanced for rural gatherings, I made no 
objection. 

What they wanted to do, by way of axe grinding, mas to ask me 
if I knew “osalind Aswell very well. I told them x gathered that 
something must hav gone wrong before it even had got started and 
zhat 1 knew her well enough to set their minds at ease on that 
score, as it was oooiousthey felt that they had been in the w rung 
bout something whereas Hesalind was merely acting as usuall 
They explained zhat whe overed the Society column of 
The Enterprise, she had accepted it with gusto and had 
approved the announcement prepared for the paper regarding her 
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entering upon that job and then, on the next Monday, when she was 
expected at the office, she had not put in an appearance and 
when her first column was due, nothing appeared, -they telephoned 
her and she said casually enough zhat site had teen thinking 
that she really ou^ht to jo oner to Georgia to visit her mother 
for a couple of months and she felt sure they would understand 
such a desire. They somehow felt that they had been, guilty 
of something that had offended the lady whereas Rosalind 
was merely acting like ik osalind. I told them both quite 
frankoy that I had been vastly torn between two loyalties when 
I heard she t as joining their staff, for I felt instinctively 
that there could t e "no go , but at the same time, l thought 
it would h a ve been quite unfair to stir up doubts in 
their minds if, indeed, Rosalind had suddenly changed utterly and 
was honestly desireous of having and holding a job. by hind 
sight, ± now regretted had not done something to cushion 
their surprise, puzzlement and inconvenience but at the same time, 
i j‘ejt rather smu.t that x had nt dished the gal before she 
h a d ditched herself. <>e all stuck to the word, erratic, although 
all three of us, ± suspect, were thinking of the word, wacky. 


A week ago last Monday 1 took Charles u unninjhan a gift 
for his newly decorated home in the form of -uite a fine 
baptisin'. As he was not in when ± called at The~ines office, 

I left it for him and haven't heard a peep out of him as yet and 
so 1 do not feel quite so shame-faced a bout having given 
the Beckermans the synobiis of tomorrow s speech for their 
convenience for Thursday night s paper, --the same copy you already 
haveMadan Millspaugh telephoned this morning to s^y some woman 
from some place, she knew not where, came into the store and 
said she had been told there were Hunter canvases to be 
seenShe was shown them, a ter which she thanked la Millspaugh 
and departed, returning within j bout five minutes, explaining 
that, on leaving, she had thought she wasn t interested, but had 
discovered, on walking a round the block, she couldn t get 
out of her mind the wonderful coloring a a funeral scene 
shown her in the group and accordingly had returned forthwith 

to purchase the same. My juess is that now the virus has taken a bite 
at 'her, she will be returning on like errands in the days a<head, as 
most people seem to do, once the thing catches hold. 

The copper kettle in the fireplace is making a great racket, what 
with a terrific rain storm going on and some of the drops catapaulting 

chimney and. ftriking the polished_surface of said pot with 


slap down the 
impress, ve racket. 
John Mason Brown and 


y and striking ...... , T - .... 

J shall now do some mail, then for a whi 2 with 
thence to the radio, if the atmosphere has cleared. 


Thursday, April 4th, 195?. 


Memorandun: 

Cur summer weather continues, but today's 
thunder storm didn't show up until we were at dinner tonight, 
and being in, large air conditioned building, the sound of the 
t under wasn t heard and when we came out, although the 
college c mpus was a-drip, the re were stars over head. 

My day was rather busier than I had panned, what with 
people in the morning and.gardeners in the afternoon, plus a 
go-round with the artist requiring a couple of jumps a cross the 
cotton patch, and just as I had collapsed for a moment at 4 p.m. to 
catch my breath, Whitfield. Jack, Jr., appeared, asking if he 
might take some pictures of the best Hunter canvases to hand, as 
he came down from Washington and Lee University a week ahead of time 
to add color films of Clemene 's paintings to the already large 
library film or film library file of her things. When he was gone, 
it was time for me to jump into a tub and so join J. H. and 
Celeste to h ad for tow.i. 

I 

The banquet was a sell, out and a was sorry that I couldn t 
sit with friends although my companions at the soeaker's table were 
very pleasant, with the President of the Chamber of Commerce 
on,my right and the charming wife of the Vice President on my 
left. The dinner was about the usual big banquet type of thing, 
with the usual meat and several vegetables and a salade on the 
Side with ice tea and after that apple pie with ice cream and 
coffee. 

Immediately following a musical interlude there was 
n bricfenumeration of off cers newly selected for the ensuing 
year, a brief speech by John kyser, naming the banker, ka/fil, 
as man of the year, --the man who contributed five acres ft the 
new city hospital and a brief acknowledgement by said kaffy, after 
which the Master of Ceremonies introduced Mildred Cunnigham, the 
outszandin business woman present , who introduced the guest 
speaker. .Mildred, who has a wonderful personality, made 
a slip fo the tongue by addressing the gathering by saying: 

"Mr. Master of Ceremonies, Friends and Relatives ( .laughter 
at the Relatives business), I want to introduce the guest speaker 
nt so much the guest speaker as my friend . " 

There was generous applause and when 1 began, I said: 

, 4liddret r since C sfic n fdrniH$ inio^the°i.ct'', e Ladies and Gentlemen 

That got the thing off to a good start, the Cousin Mildred business, 
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Synopsis 

Chafer of Commerce Speech, April 4th, 1957 


, 1 got three or four 

as 1 learned later, quite a few 
The applause at the conclusion 
amc by the speakers table to 
enaction winch followed my yo-r 


~nd so the speech ran along alright 
laughs during the performance and, 
tears at the end with the. prayer. 
Ai-S ye erouo and about BOO people c ■ 
say Howdy immediately after the Ben 
that ended the evening. 


Thanks and so was 
, of course, came over to 
aid at our table,-- 
uld make a speech like th 


The Hay or and his wife were kind 
Path r " ilson of the u xpi sc opal Church 
kiss me and whisper : "Do you know w/;a 
'Well, T certain never dreamed that F 
■or it was certainly a good one’". 

Ora and H, B. came along, of course, and later Ann and°ack 
Britton, with'Ann kissing me and saying : Even my unborn child loved it 
whiph is just like Ann. district Attorney Hughes sa\d it was the best 
speech he' had ever heard at a. Chamber of u ommerce .o' inner and the 
Becker mans came next, observing that 1 had hit the nail S-lap 
on the head. So x pue 3 s it turned o't alright and l realized 1 had 
stnnoed iust in time beca se lots of people said they wanted so much 


the first 


In the cane of Natchitoches, ~—both 
i em to examine is the name itself, 
the original inhabitants , was calle 
or, translated into English, the la 
Homer had referred to North Africa where the Creek veterans, retur 
from Toy, were ship wrecked, as the Land of the Chinquepin Raters, 
but several teusand years later, when Homer was translated inte 
Western ton.ues, the translators made the error of calling the 
word for chinquopin the lotus, and thus the lengsnd of the Land of 
the Lotis Alters became symbolic of a region of Joys and plenty, 
Could we not make use of t is chinquopin-lstus eaters land in 
future publicity to great advantage • 


The manager of the radio station and his a ssisvanv came vo 
ask if 1 could : ive them the name of the poet who had composed the 
orayer that had concluded the address, ■‘■hey explained that 
the tape recorders had played out just at the last paragrap h of the 
soeech. When x admitted authorship, they asked if a recording 
of the final paragraph might be made on the morrow at 8 :30 a.m. 

It seems the thing is going to be put on the air, --the entire speech, 
and it would be a dab anti-climactic if the thing broke ojf abruptly 
in the middle of a sentence just before the final point was am.de. 

The thing which 1 hud expected to be especially nice and which 
turned out just so were the table decorations, — Indian, pc rhaps 
6 inches in he i lit, scattered over the tables and beautiful flowers 
all in white alihoug of numerous varieties. So far as 1 know 
there were no pictu es taken which seems odd, since the naming 
of the Han of the Iear and his brief acceptance speech should have 
been recorded both on film and tape. Pekhaps the room was 
so brilliantly lighted no flash bulbs werq required and that 
cameras were being U3ed but if so, x didn t notice them, . 

The only thing T would h a ve had a little different was the 
few people, — J, H. Williams, x helmq Kyser and others, who, between 
courses at dinner, left their tables to come over to speak with me. 1 
tnink one person striding to acknowledge thse personal contacts while 
the rest of the speaker's table was busy with food, made it a little 
awkma rd ■ out orobcbly the secret of my r efert was based on thefadt 
that 1 WuS getting behind in eating my own dinner and frankly, ± was 

im^9UnkU04PM»^9PPUktp»44n4mm^44>k»hmipiteUo$i^0Vf»Ukdome, 


Hate At *«-•:«« the town Had its similari tie§ aid differences 

a. opposed to Hatches, Hiss, Notches, unwittingly, thanks to a frost, 

found a five million dollar industry in her lap in the form ef 

Pilgrimage, Natchez h^.s mansions, the Mississippi River and grandeur 
Tfatchtic ohes, on the other hand, has ante helium homes. Cane “iver and 
charm . The best motto Natchez can summon up io " u eart ef the Old 
South while she would give a dozen of her mansions if she c uld get the 
right to use the exclusive property of Natchitoches mot : "Oldest 
Town in the Louisiana Purchase "• You may be tired o/ vue pUr-.se, 
as you might be tired of a honking of a raucous bird in your b c ,ok yard, 
hitting the earns key from morn' 'til night, but if you suddenly discove 
that bird was in reality the .osse th~t laid the golden eggs, you would 
suddenly discover that its honking was the sweetest music this side of 
Paradise, l^t's a phrase pulling more Pilgrimage than «i y other element 
and shouldn t we employ it more widely and more effectively, 


Natchitoches is the Travelers' Rest of the MissiesippiValley • 

A plan tat ion 10 or 15 miles outside Natchez bears such a name because 
covered wagon immigrants, having to pass through Natchez-undsr-the-hill to 
take the ferry across the river to the Hreat South »est, paused beysnr 
the city limits • With themodern means of travel,isn t Natqhitoohes 
to New Orl ana what Travelers' Rest was to Natchez altd can t its revenue 
over be increased if this fact is properly presented, 
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A final pointi 

For time out of mnd it has been the custom of centers of 
civilisation to inscribe a motto or legend over over this or 
aortal of itsxto public buildings, tore 1 asked to formulate 
one such for the W lumber of Commerce of the city of 


that 


Aiatohitoches, in "the land of the Chinquapin Waters, 1 
think 1 should voice a prayer that mould run something like 


thist 


"Ch, Lord, heu lavishly h*s 1'hou scattered thy blessings 
a cross this community. 

Touch our eyes that we be not blind to the realisation 
of their fullest potentialities. 

«nd teach us, oh, Lord, to oast our chinquapins on the •ur/oc* 
of the waters of Oans*tuer, that they may be reutnred to us ten Jold by 

t ose, who, passing this way, may pause, eagerly partake - end 

ladly pay." •' ! j\ 

Amen . \ • 


Friday, “pril dth, 195'/. 


Memorandum • 

It turned so muchcooler during the night and 30 mile winds 
doay kept things in the 50 's, in s pile of brilliant sunshine. 

*• 

One thin I forgot to mention last night concerning the 
dinner was the fact that two ladies who have no husbands and no chile 
dren were the two who failed to arrive before the banquet was 
over and not until the public address systemwas beginning 
to function. I refer, of course, to I. 6’. » il'lard and 
Rosalind a swell. 

The radio station called this morning and made a 
record.ng over the telephone of the last couple of paragraphs of the 
speech, and alt ough this left a gap in which M had summed up 
the point 1 had been maki g, still it rounded out the 
thing happily enough. 

The speech was re-braodcast at 1 o'clock and again 
at 7: 30 tonigh, with frequent a nnouncmeuts concerning its re-air- 
ing during the day, it was said, ano so Lots of. people in central aos 
ana must h r ve had an opportunity to near it if they felt so inclined. 

l have always wondered why a big breeze tends to make one sleepy 
1 am convinced there muse be some tiling a bout the excessive evaporutio) 
or some such, for tonight -i am scarcely able oo Keep my eyes open, 
although it is quite true thaz did quite a bio of exercising 
when making a new bed of ri bon grass for Celeste who as 
unhappy for want of the stuff. 

I had in mind to get that garden plot wrapped up and then 
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Sunday, April 7th, 1957 


r a few mmu ee but just as i headed o a ck from acre 
1 saw Blythe and Whitfield, °r., lie ding in 
on of lucca. 

,id she Is now moved nd that her new address is 
Ureet. It seems to me I used to know somebody 
m dill street but that was a couple of years a go 
.new :ex ico interlude began, Blythe said she had 
r awa:-and to burn so m : ny things, family records, , 
j she is following the usual pattern, j or surely 
, nd every scholar would have loved to havq oudge 
>ers rom Reconstr .avion times, “utone c. : n t 
into ‘ ‘people's heads until they nave turned those 
:h might n -ve *een an endowment. 

nd sue had sent a st a ck of Hunter pictures to Hiss 
r. drunken dniuihver of Joe ~vans but that Miss ”yra 

a more unlikely 


Memorandum : 

I'm so sleepy I feel like taking this typewriter to 
bed with me on the theory that it would be easier to chut flatten, 
out. 

I had a lot of neglected desk work to at ten to today and 
so i be-stirred myself early and was whacking aw a y on this 
machine at a quarter of five, which, of course, makes no sense at 
r, 1 7 when considering it is the Babbath. But 1 kept going 


ptyra by thuv drunken d a ughver oj aoe ■ 
never received them. I cannot imujin 
messengsr 

j-) ,th- :> c v + *d ;»c ribbon -terse 
of fi ah" poles and by. the ime she fin 
supper time. 

leca se of the threatened frost, 
oots in which a had planted zinnias, 

of the ground, put them insi e the li - -- 

side gate and covered up the tomato a nd peppar plants 
and was 'lid to look forward to collapsing when, gust 
n s 1 started inside, Carolyn arrived, remainin until 

nearly midnight. , 

She had dined with K..y last night, wanes still oemg 
in Ja c ko son, Miss, it seems he found sitch wonderful 
material there that he drove Bay js far toward home 
as Amite so that she might be m the Crescent City to reet 
Aunt " ilhe, scheduled to arrive to day, while he r-turned 
to wad.son. if somebody drove his wife from Boston 
as far ai Hew “eohelle, en route to Hew lord, the , 
n„ra-llel would be comparable but ft rtu.iatel y &uy o idn t seem 
to sense that the whole tumg Iflaa an attempt to sioe step 


we were dining forthwith as she wanted to go to a funeral 
in Many, some 50 miles west of here, l was accordingly b a cl 
this keyboard by .18 and kept going until 3 when Luther 
Harrison of Bhreveport telephoned me from town, saying he wi 
to have a chat with me after all these years, i strongly 
favored such a tete-a-tete and said as much but then, --and 
could have busted him thereat, he said there was a catch to 
Rosalind wanted to come down, too. 1 3aid that l couidn t . 
him, and he, not getting the point, repeated. 1 said 1 can 
the first oart of the s tatement concerning his desire to 
come down 'but not the balance of the message. He started t 
reoeav but I interrupted to say that obviously there was an 


olyn comenplc. es returning to 

illie within a-out 3 weeks, z n(i Chen jump 
a Tiout 4 days and thus be back in Baton Rouge i 
the Bcaie witm four weeks, which sounds just 

tight schedule always being cooked up. 

, i* a m a d a b sleepy and sc - break ojf 
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Monday 


s !oing on at the B e iy a do with an attempt he my made to 
oiii'c L a nsford. 1 talked with 1. S. Hillard on 
y and while it was impossible to get any sort of 
ehensive understanding of the Delgado doings out of 
was obvious that she.was all on his side,, feeling, --1 
that he has been doing a swell job but is saddled by 
of moss-b a ck Delgado Board members who would prefer 
y out of Robert E. Lee's Army to occupy the post, 
d in ply dropped Mr. Lansford a letter, at making a copy 
you may have evidence as to my position in the tussle, 
thing of which is clear to me as 1' write. 

took time out last night to read a page from 
Davenoo rt' s Mozart bio raphy a ?ta! what 1 read started off 
atisfaction. Somebody asked me the other day if 
had died recently. b hadn't heard about it. This 
ri'ies a preface, dated from Lake ''omo, 195b. As 1 
her half sister, la Zimbalis.t, once on the "rentano 
married Robert (Joclet which put her into the Vanderbilt 
i ut.T h a ue heard nothing about her in years. 


, hast night the thermometer didn t go befbvw 72 
but around 8 this morning, after the sun had been up 
,o couple of hours, it began slipping and tonight 
we are heading in for a fine frost, it would seem, what with 
no breeze, a cloudless sky and the cold w n ve continuing to 
spill along toward the 7 ulf. But the moon is pretty and 
perhaps it will shine bright enough to protect the tender 
pianos, at least those a didn t get a round to cover. 


I seemed to use the te ephone so much today which is 
just as well since it g^ve me an excuse to come inside and 
get warmed up now and then. 


fhis morning I telephoned Dorman Fletcher who owns the 
local' radio station, l had a couple of ideas for him regarding 
advertising sales which he liked and then he asked me if 
I chanced to know Mr. Hedges. He said he had tried and tried to 
et his account for this are.. but had neve been abje to 
establish contact. 1 told him ± thought there would be 
more tnan one meeting retween Mr. Hodges ano me before long and 
that i would see what i could do. Mr. Fletcher seemed very 
pleased. 

Another caller was the artist. 1 had arizen before 
dawn, touting a huge panel, perhaps 4feet by 8 feet, across 
the cotton patch to her house, placing it on her gallery long before 
anyone in her neighborhood would dream the world was awake. 

This will save the a rist from tittle-tattle passed on by 

envious neighbors to the Welfare representative , The panel 

is designed to go on the wall at the head of my bed as the bed curta 

are worn out ana i have no one to make new ones and the Hunter 

chi.tj will be a pleasant substitute. ihe artist called me 

n bout 4 o'clock thisifternoon, saying she hud-heard me this morning 

wnen -*■ had left the panel and, that she had be-st irred herself o;id 

tah.en it in and h a a decided to jO to work here ana then, i 

hope she had seme breakfast but she couldn't have paused much 

for dinner, for at 4 o'clock she had about three quarters finished t 
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thine. it will be an Annunciation and, a Nativity, with three or 
four fine big hlnok ingels sailing a bout and a flock of 
r lack c n rubs scurrying in the blue and much horses and. mules 
a nd the lord knows what all 9cj. tered n kout. ± think it is 
o/,i ,o *e iuite nice. 

At 7 o'clock, driles Jins >augh called to ask me if * hud 
been tuned in on the Natchitoches radio station today. 1 had not. 
He said that beginning yesterday, he believed, the station 
uud adopted my C. ofC. banquet suggestion that the radio 
station mclu e the >hrase, "oldest learn m the Louisiana Purchase 
in all its station identifications, it s odd r. rietcher dian t 
mention th.e fact to me this mornm but perhaps the Hodges 
thine 'o t nis mind on bus n.iess rather than Jrills. nut 
I xas lid that both the r.dio station and at least one 
newsp per found some hing p act.cnole to listen to. 

John Kyser te e phoned me to night to say he had. humped into 
J. . and thac a. it. had volontceered the information that he 
re llu was impressed by the C. of C. speech, aohn sa io. it 
was so unusual for J. H. to manifest any interest m such matters 
tint hr thought i would be interested in hearing . bout it, which 
r +.h„uaht. was kind of him --so few college Presidents, l suppose, 


19 57 


ITuesday 


Memorqndumt 

/ believe it didn.'t frost last night after all. 

The ther nometer went down to 58 by midnight but then 
began rising and it was 41 at 5 o'clock this morning. 

The rise wa~sn t phenomenal but it will not go below 45 tonight 
and 30 I'm leavm things in the g eat open air. 


The telephone rang at 11-10 this morning. 

It was Carolyn calling from town, saying she had three 
telegrams to send and a phone call to make to Ura and 
that' she would be passing the front gate within 19 minutes 
j nd would [ have a manuscript for her at the front 
gate, one that I had been doing on the general subject 
of gardening. 1 would. As l placed the receiver 

b a ck on the instrument, the 'phone rang again. It 
was the artist, saying the panel 1 had taken her yesterday 
morning was finished and would I have somebody who 
oould help me toat it home. I would. And so 
Murphy Brown who was ivmg me a hand m the garden 
scooted across the cotton patch a'^d we were back at 
yucca in a jiffy and had the picture installed xemporari’ly 
at the head' of my bed. Two minutes la -er a was at 
the front gate and one minute later Carolyn appeared. She 
didn t^g t out of the car, explained she had to be 
in Baton Houge for a cc nference at H o'clock and 
had invited Kay and “unt "illie to have dinner with her 
in Hew Orleans at 7 or 8 o'clock. Eugene was with me and we 
invited her to descend for a dab of soup but she 
declined and wus off in a jiffy. She- said there is a conferenc 
in flew Orleans on Wednesday and she expects tv return to 
Marshall oh Thursday to be b Q ck in flew Orleans for the week end 
fter she has established her father in some 3ort of a new 
arrangement, substituting colored for white people in the 
house . Where Kay and Hunt »illie may be planning to 
go in the mean time, 1 know not, as 1 haven t heard from 
any one but Carolyn says she has decided to drive Mint “illie 
b„ck to Jouth Carolina within a couple of weeks and 
then rush an to flew York for three or four days. I shall let 


I must get off a note to Airs, ceorge uuovon wnose 
note is enclosed.'' i must aIso write Hc-ina, telling 
her that next Sunday will is alright. 1 haven t the 
slightest doubt of the tr t h of her 3 taiement that the 
,eo Jie sue is proposing to bring down are indeed wortn while but 
i should like it so much if Horma would s.mply come down 
by herself so that we could really enjoy a pleasant chat. 

All the oevpie A*we ever met through Hobina have been worth while, 

I must say, and exceedingly dull And in a group oj Jrom three 

to five or six, which will probably make up her party, 

dullness will dominate the conversation since ± cannot e xpect 

Hcbma either to want or tointend to memopol lse v,ie talk and 

mu's l may count Junday off as a loss except for whatever 

bit of sweet charity one may attribute to such gatherings. 

Uf course, it could be that it is a who mqy be wrong and that . 
the reunion or old. friends is always the happier ij a jlock oj cthei 
.j?{ unknown people are long to cover topics a rout which 
neither of the friends ore particularly interested in . 
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Wednesday, April 10th, 195?. 


you know details when 1 hear but a feel certain that in 
view of the great rush she will be in, she probably will 
have scant time for more than a nibble at noon time 
before 3he heads back'. 

l must ^dd a new expression to my vocabulary 
tomorrow when 1 inquire of my local associates what sort 
of a party is a Freeze Uut. A youth just massed this 
way, sayi.i ;; he was study in n bout g omj to a Freeze Out at 
ill no er's o u s e -nd coulu be borrow a a ime . 1 would 

h r ve paid him 15 sen s gladly if he would explain the 
Freeze 0 t thing but I was too busy to pause for enlightenment 
but i shall a.icre se the store of my learning on the 
morrow. 

I learned t new,verb the other day from the . rtist. 

Jhe came a-tappmg at my door, asking if she c nil Id borrow 

one of them things tnat she could spyl out with, i never 

register surprise or puzzlement if a ,n help it and finally 

I'tM'U 9 u wh.< t wps wanted. 1 should have caught it 

instantly but it took me a minute , and 1 can t 

think why. The word, spyl is the local pi'onunc lati on 

of the word, spoil and is pronounced just like the word, 

spy, with an 1 added to it. and so something to 

spyl out is something to spoil out, and if your pencil 

sUds and you have "spyled" a sketch, you re : ch for one 

of those things that "spgls out" the error and so are ready 

to begin over again with a clean slate. 1 shall never encounter 

another da) of art gum or any kind of an eraser, I suppose, 

that i shall not instinctively mutter "spyl out" in my 

beard . , 

then z passed by the artist s house at about 11:15, 

1 told with me another, the balance, of the panel that 

will run from the corner hy the head of the bed to the 

window, ---jiout 4 feet square tne thing is. At 3:30 I 

droope.a by t.he store and the artist wigs just leaving. She passe 

this way oo see the first junel in its temporary setting and 

asked me to accompany ms her to her cabin to see the one 

1 had brought there four hours before. 1 was impressed 

to find 3 he had nearly finished slapping on the paint, it looke 

pr ty good, too, and £ was amazed at her speed ana her industry 

So turns the d^y and so a turn to Mozart and thence to my downy 


)'emo randum ; 

A Wo o.crful cay in the sunshine and blue sky section 
and the thermometer around 7E which, of course, is just right. 

Ura came down this morning, bringing me 
tons of plants, -chrysamthimims and adurutens, which gave me lots 
do tackle in the gardening section during the afternoon. 

She wanted some ribbon grass and butterfly lilies and 
and I gave her two boxes full, thinking she might want to give 
one box to her sister-in-law, Claudia, — Mrs. J. //. •• ilhams. 

Sue brought me a clipping or two which i shall enclose 
and u couple of copies of Tuesday's Enterprise which I shall send 
a long with Friday's issue when it comes to hand. In the cwo 
Tvcsoay copies there seems to he a short Editorial on the 
second page, making reference to the new mast head, and 
as' the one item may be opposite or on the reverse side of 
the other, £ suppose you would find it convenient to 
use both.' copies, should you wish to use them for scrapbook 
m a ter ia'1. 

Orahad planned to get down in time for coffee with the 
ladies across the fence but she was a little late and so 
eleste had gone t town bin Madam Keyard ana £ were lingering 
over c r cups and both laaies are very fod of ea c/j other 
and -i was so glad to see them enjoying e n oh other s momentary 
exchan e of chit-chat. 

As Celeste is always too busy to bother a bout thi.igs in town, 
£ kept some pictures l wanted to send in to Millspaugh 1 s until 
ura left. About a hour later, Millspau.h's telephoned, to 
say the picture had come to hand and they^were delighted. 

The artist had delivered the second po.neJ for the corner 
of the boudoir behind the bed before ura had arrived and £ had 
hammered it up temporarily. Ura thought the thing grand and 
observed that Clemence has a way of stirring up chickens that 
delights her. £ must say she does ive them a twist rather 
different from most painters. 










t 
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At supper tonight, 1 was interested in something 
!'r. Luts who is surveying the Henry properties about 
xhe Harish, had to say. He said when he came into _ 

Louisiana from Hi chi an, he had had a great deal r,j 
iisery b ecause of ticks and red bugs until he learned 
take a half teaspoon of sulphur in the spring, following with 
just a,pinch of the stuff every day for the balance of the 
season never having the slightest difficulty after that . 

This treatment seens a mi,hty simple one and is certainly in¬ 
expensive since one may attain sufficient sulphur to last 
an entire season for -bout 1 5 cents. 


I believe ne roes are never 
I think Hiss Cannie never was, 
poison ivy after a terrific bout 


bothered by red bugs and 
st as she was immune to 
with the stuff when a child. 


I 


OclcM 


/ must touch on another word useage that seems to be 
current in this locality although i don't recall ever having 
heard it elsewhere. After i had adjusted the murals 
of the bed chamber to wnat appeared to be the most advantageous 
height, 1 asked a negro passing this way if he thought 
they would look better if pushed up a little ni her. 

"My ratners would be just like it is", he responded. 

"Hathers" for "preference" s eems sound e'nough ana ± have 
heard it for so long, ^ had somehow foi 1 gotten its 
ori jinal nature until ± chanced on it today. 

Last night's radio made some mention of a play coming 
to the Hew ork theatre, perhaps next season, entitled 
"Sunrise at Camp Hello", and, as the name implies, has something 
to do with Hr. Hoosevc'lt. Merely tnat fact was mentioned 
but it seems to me one might easily gi C33 that the piece might 
hnve to do with the polio affliction the President suffered 
there and, if memory serves, where he returned to build 
himself b a cl up although'' 1 a little hazcy ‘about the 
latter point. 

I find it interesting that no letters come from *ames these 
days. Off hand it would seem to me there was only a one 
uara' raph one during March. He is still in Jackson, Miss., 1 
suppose, and must be pretty unhappy, sitting out Aunt »illie s 
Louisiana visit, if, indeed, that is whit' he is doing. Poor 
James, he must have so little in-coming mail these days and 1 imagm 
he is really missing his contact ... 


8549 


Thursday, April 11th, 1957. 


Memorandum ; 

Monday, April 85th (twenty-fifth) , Carolyn says 
she plans to arrive in Manhattan and will remain for 4 or five 
days and will drop you a note at 908 on her arrival, 
giving you her number a nd stopping place address which, ± believe, 
is somewhere on Hast 39th Street. She understands that 
no calls are to be made on her part. She is looking forward 
to seeing you and you all c-an arrange a d a b of sandwich 
bending at mid day or something for the evening if that 
seems more convenient all around. i pray you not to upset 
n ny plans, should the entire week be taken up, both at noon ana 
a t night, for she will probably be staying with friends 
and will have her time easily consumed if circumstances 
prevent you from enjoying any free time during the ensuing 
3 or 4 days, when she will be leaving town. My jUess is that 
she will never make it by the 85th but she thinks she will 
and that is all 1 cap say for the moment on the time table. 

• 

My last 84 hours have been so unexpected Just as 


I was sealing last night's memo __something dfter ten, or rather, 
after 9,. I guess, Carolyn telepKoned from .A ere rdria, asking 
if she might step in for a moment on her way to svend 
night at I. 8. Willard's and so breeze on to Marshall 
in rhe morning. She.might and although she had come 
by a little after 11 it did seem jike a strange hour 
to get caught uv „„ half a dozen points. 


the 
early 
and gone 
for trying 


on 

She had seen Aunt "illie 
to drive awi t «illie home to 
del ght both ladies but the n 
sue would like to go al»ng, t 
„m not si pposed to know that. 
schedule that will bring Kay 
early in the week, staying fo 
i?» Hatohitochcs, and then go i 
to Shreveport or Marshall „i 
out for Xhe uluff on Xhuriday 
Saturday and C rolyn going on 
to be mere Monday, which is 


and Kay and had volontcered 
Charleston which seemed to 
ext morning Hay decided 
oo, although for some reason, 1 
And., so they cooked up a 
and *unt "illie to Melrose 
r a night or two, I suppose, 
ng on to Hnarweod and thence 
eking up Carolyn and so heading 
and reaching the Bluff on 
to .‘lew York, by n'lane, I suppose, 
too tight a schedule in my opinion 


Hastings 
r.he autumn 


House has asked 
rather than now 


dellery of the new 
which seems me 


book be made 
a good idea 


in The autumn rather than now, which s-ems to me a ooa iaea 

Mfofbfi Hlt$‘'86n8 J G&WUut kii We* Ms 6 ’?* 7 ' 1 '” thin * 

ot although 1 did gather tnat Kay is in the midst of one of these 
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determinations at the me neat, 
Lsed to know that either. 


The qnclos re from *licc ioklas was a pieo 
as i hadn t.e xp "ted to be hearing from Saris £ 
think a got most of the contents of the letter 
should vastly appreciate it if at any old time, 
would find it convenient to do so, a transcript 
the part about Bicaso, *atisse and painting ye. 
although 1 most certainly shall not have occasi 
to further consideration of it before autumn at 
earliest, . If convenient to make it in dvplicc 
might send a cony of ““bitfield aack, or., for 
1'ashm ton a no Lee University film library, i 
however, net to bother with all this at the prt 
for any time within 6 or 8 months would re plei 
enoughand if c ire urns tan es prevent giving th< 
in the weeks ahead, si ly return it any old t 
pass it alon. to Cra to unravel. 

Ur iruiere or however he spells his name, 
from upiti, telephoned tonight at 9, --shades 
asking if he might or ng his wife to see me,, 
nearly full tonight and the new, srrwy ribbon 
pretty, listening, as it did j’ from a slight to 
doctor wanted to purchase two cr three plates 
series with a view to usm , them m his resear 
taking the i back to slaiti with hi m . 

tihat with 8 o'clock seeming like miduiyht 
this aansy-Briyere night after night business 
enougkbout 3 o'clock this morning, Ur. Lutz, t 
was sleeping m your. room, m the big house, wa 
a brilliant flash. Borne wiring in the adgoini 
at such an unlikely hour, turning a deep hole 
fortunate there was someone in the house which 
orob„olv have cone uo in smoke. 


He morandum 


This is the day for the ancient grandiflora magnolia at the 
side gate to come through. Not another of the great trees have 
put forth anything sip e sting a end but the uid faithful 
has been setting out pretty candles of pure white for the 
past several days and this afternoon at the very top of the 
tree the annual miracle to.ok place and, although it coni'- be viewed b 
from afar, was perfectly lovely. 

The top subjects of mte st to me tonight are the 
inevitable weather and the dost office. The latest report, —as 
at supper time., indicated that we shall nave an incoming and out- 
oiiiifi post on Saturday, primarily because local mail is delivered and 
picked up unrer contract tiiat somehow functions independently 
of whims of tne Postmaster o eneral, as to the latter, 1 think he 
has stuck his neck out and that the *dmini strut i on will receive more 
disadvantages than anything else on the cutting off of the 
Saturday deliveries across tiie nation because of a momentary 
deficit,. lust <js police and firemen in most States a.r« prevented by 
Law from striking on the theory that public welfare is superior 
to individual disagreements with the employing agency, so I think 
the Federal Banking system wouldn't feel it necessary to close the 
b a nks merely because there chanced to be a momentary Treasury 
deficit. Besides, what with the Post 0 ‘J'ice department having 
a lways operated at a deficit, it seems exceedingly o$d that 
Ur. u ummerfield should suddenly get so fancy about the current, 
end of the fiscal year lack of appro or ia.ted funds Something tells 
me the c 'Trent jig which the Bostmast G,eneral has started isn't 
finished, not by a long shot. 

As to the weather, what puzzles me is the absence of that 
segment of it which we have been threatened with all day. At 
5:30 this morning, the Shreveport uureau reported that 
n n hour earlier the cold front had rolled over that city, 
heading in, this direction but it is now a little after 9:1 5 p.m., 
and the skies have remained clear, the temperature moderate, 
s nd tne moon glorious. B1 izzards seem to be raging across North lexa 
and we were threatened with a low of 3 8 tonight which we may, or may 
not iet but so far as the thunder storms which were promised for 
this afternoon, M have seen none ana hope ■* see none of those 
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Sunday, *pril 14th, 1957 


i am hoping Bob Seglean wi 
the doings at the Delgado for t 
new high. I s. ppose it was yes 
withdrew its a oropriations whi 
keep the Delgado running becaus 
regused Lansferd a hearing on t 
been fired. the last i heard, 
may be a bout finished and the e 
a museum of its own to replace 
to survive only because the C 
expen&nsthe domestic front, 
in a half dozen vies ,of no 
discovered at dawning that „ 
oarked on the olo cistern at the 
had ended up by self sowing t emsleves 
place and, so a rigged up a metal frame 
polks which s-houlo provide acvrtain 
tin ua t ion c-f ae front 'all of the Yucca 
.rejlis, forming nji arch from the cistern 
the gallery pilaars to the picket fence 
Yucca wall which should be quite pretty 
have draped the whole buisness in i 

themselves from the 


Memorandum: 


Fine feathers may or may not make a fine bird but 
a new ribbon, via Lyme, is bound to make the reading of these 
lines the easier, thanks to little Miss Lee, 


e which has beer able 
its operating 
have had my finger 
reat moment during t'^e day. I 
lock of ourds, tern orari'ly 

west end of the front a'llery, 
all a round the 
r -covered with bamboo 
of green as a sort of con- 

■,allery and made a modest 
top, in line with 
, in line with the 
, once the vines 
green and big old gourds 
trellis, if ever. 


The week end was vaguely on the hurly-burly side but pleasant 
TheSaturday weather remained in the cloudy end damp section 


with the thermometer never struggling above the 40's but 
today's sky was cloudless and the sunshine did much to warm things 
up well before noon. 

Some BatonMouce politicians arrived abouf- 
1 o'clock this afternoon, —unannounced and unwanted, for a 
tour. I gave them a very brief one and I also conceded one for 
a Mr. and Mrs. Waldo Francois, —what a name, from Uew'rleans, who 
were returning from Denver where they had met the Carrolls. 

But before I got rid of them, Robina with her two guests arrived, and 
thus the afternoon got under way. 

! r.n.;p c v •>• S’.c- cj *9.'. .» 

I thought Robina looked just fine and I found her friends 
pleasant people. 1 must say, however, that most of the people I 
have met through her have been utterly lacking in sparkle alth ough 
they undoubtedly are pure gold. <’.v 

I wanted to send some ribbon grass to Shreveport and so I asked 
Robina to show her friends the Chapel while I grabbed a couple of boxes 
and headed out to dig the stuff, encountering two couples al ong 
the way. The many in front asked if they might see the place 
and I replied in the negative, explaining that the place was 
closed. He said they had come from a long distance and 
wished 1 might make an exception. I remained adamant. The 
man persisted t and gave me his name, - Pat Henry . Ve all collapsed 
t in mirth but I told him 1 would get even with him for playing 
such a trick on me by making him put a new ribbon •» my 
machine which he did with neatness and merriment • 

\s woi\ W* 

-v.L I?.’. feu TIO.'.'O* \i» ismAi 


begin suspending 

And i thought x had better get busy and pui a couple of 
coats of white paint on thetkirty feet of wooden edgeing < 
tu will eventually frame the murals at the head of my oed, jor 
if these frames are ready when Will Rogers comes around 
to do the carpentry work, their read mess will save a half 
or a whole day of fiddling while the capentcr waits for the 
p a mt to dry. Tonight the painted frames are resting in the 
African House, as a secluded, spot, just in case the cloudless 
3 ky should develop!! rain, clouds between now ana morning. 

And then Emmett avid Erwin _ had to have a new cntrace leading 
from the avantcour directly into the iris garden which they 
tried out and promptly disdained by going all around i obm Hood s 
barn to park on the front gallery instead of getting a stomach full 
of nice juicey bugs and tender green grass. 

The director of the Chamber- of Commerce telephoned to ask if h 
might confer with me oh Monday morning at Melrose. He could, 
i suppose he probably has in mind to present a official letter 
of appreciation or some such which could just as well be put in 
the mail. And so comes the beginning of another week end, and 
restful and happu one for little Miss Lee, £ hope . 






1 


in Che Southern Historical Collection, 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #H~3889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


8554 


«V % V' 


f 


nJ 


8555 


Monday, April 15th, 1957. 


If J ncan find then, I shall enclose correspondence fram 
the°hamber of Commerce and frem^James. The latter seems te 
hav returned heme befare *unt"illie and Kay departed. My 
'phene has bee ; ringing madly tenight and the eperater has 
been saying leng distance is calling but semehew the oennectien 
hasn t been established as yet, —after a ceuple ef heurs, 

I haoent yet discevered the paint af coll but 1 assume 
it may be Hew Orleans, aduising me that the felks areceming up 
this way, —er it may be that they have already started and are 
calling fram same place in tewn er *lejrandr iaer •. 

Lafayette and will came breezing in early in the morning 
while I am in conference with the Chamber af u ammerce. 

I seem ta be filled with na gre t enthusiasm far getting 

bagged dawn in sacial sittings at the moment, what with all 

the gardening and stuff x want ta cancentrate in but one takes ene s 

friends as ene may but I shall be glad when this uisitatien 

has been cencluded . 

This afternaan the President af the De Bidder Chamber af 
Camme ce, came ta see me, De Bidder is a small city same where 
sauth and west af here and the enly thing a beut it I knew is the fact 
that I used ta gpt persimman trees fram same nurs ry aver there. 

The President explained that several peeple during the past week 
had appealed te him, fellewing broadcasts they had heard 
fram Natchitaches, —the Chamber ef Commerce speech, asking their 
cemmitteeen ban jueting ta cantact me ta be quest speaker, i 
teld the man it was something in t he nature ef a V.P.A preejct 
te get me fram M eirase ta Natchitoches, 25 miles away, and that 
I was quite sure I weuld never travel asfar afield as his city which 
I suppose may be 50 or 75 miles. What have 1 get ta tell these peeple 
when I dan t even k aw what their tewn leaks like. Besides, 

I believe that is hill billy ceunry and while that might be a fertile 
field in which seme seeds might be planted te advantage in 
racial matters, I think I shall leave such undertakings ta ethers 
far a while unless I can be persuaded that I can 
really "cut seme ice" by apparing there. 

I read a page er two fram Miss Davenpert's Mozart biegraphy Saturday 
night and ljked what 2L rpad, yetting the cildren, —eel,eng 
and his sister tangled up with M arie Antoinette at Scheenbrun, etc. 

ylnd new. I must da same mail which I didn t get reund te 

knack aff /because af the o fternean flaw af traffic 
through my beudeir and I'm already sleepy. *ergive a dull letter 
a nd nay I da better an the next ge-raund . 


>3’ J'. 


Memorandum: 

The weather remains sert af Hpring-ish but it could 
be a little warmer. It was all blue and geld this marning 
but clauds develeped in the a fternaan and the ceverage 
is cemplete tenight. It is said we shall have shewers 
befa re marning. 

At five minutes ef 9 this marning Hew rleans telephened. 

It was Kay, asking me te make reservatiens far her and *unt 
Willie at a metel in tewn far tenight with the prapsect 
§f us getting tagether "early temerrew marning. Their 
cpncept af "early" is usually about 11. 

Kay said they had an appeintment with Carelyn far Wednesday. 

She aid perhaps we could all have dinner tegeljher that night. 

If they are leaving an Thursday marning, 1 can t imagine 
whe af them would be in this part of the state to 
be dining on Wednesday night. I asked no questions 
a s 1 really didn t care. Kay said James wanted to 
talk with me. He sounded chipper and we talked 
nonsense and Jackson Archives and that was that. I am 
quite sure he would have come up with the two ladies had 
I suggested it but 1 didn t. 

The inooming past brought the letter from Bab 
which somewhat surprised me, as I had assumed it would be 
in response to my recent letter te him, asking him te relate 
his personal impressions as to what is going on at the 
Delgado. Perhaps there.will be one covering this paint 
in a subsequent note. I hope so anyway. In the mean time, 

I haven t heard anything more concerning the museum although 

from thS last report, it would appear that it might 

end up by extinguishing itself inadvertently, thanks to the stiff- 

neck policy of the Hoard *t certainly would.bo a strange twist 

of fate, and a more or less just one, it seems to me, if the 

Delgado got kicked for h a ving tried to kick out Lansferd 

and the *ity should create its own museum naming Inasford to head it 


a* 


.... ' 
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Mr, c opeland of the Chamber of ^ommerce came down 
this morning, Me wanted me to consider half a dozen ideas 
he had been turning over in his mind and wanted me to offer 
a few, M e also wanted to tell me that there had been 
several inquries a bout the State, requesting information 
regarding the possibility that various types of organizations 
might secure my serivices as speaker to this or that 
gathering . I opined that such inquires should be turned over 
to me for response since the Chamoer* of 0 ommerce is not 
my agent in such matters and he a greed. It seems this is 
the first time the local banquet has included so many guests 
from outside the State and it appears that the representatives 
of one of the Railroad companies somewhere in Texas, — 

Dallas,—I suppose, was one of the organizations making 
inquiry regarding the a vailability of the speaker. Off hand, 
can you imagine anything more unlikely than me having a go 
at a gathering of railroaders, 

This afternoon I rigged up a new sort of a gourd oontraption. 
For the last few years, the former metal water tank, removed from 
its former perch and resting on the ground, measure a kout 18 feet in 
neight and perhaps 6 feet indiameter, I out about a dozen 
bamboo poles, perhaps 80 feet in height, attaching them in 
an upright position all around thetank, their tops mingling 
several feet over the center of the tank around which they 
are clustered and securely fastened, I planted gourds galore 
a llareund the thing and envision the vines traveling to the 
upper reaches of the bamboo where they will produce the 
gourds whioh will thus hung suspended over the the center 
of the tank which, seemingly, would give them wonderful protection 
from amrauders and form quite an effective spectacle at the 
same time, I should imagine. As this latest 
contraption is removed only 40 or 50 feet to the Mast 
of the "gourd house", both types of architecture will 
be visible at a single glance and even before 
the viues get to doing business, form quite a striking 
picture, what with the lofty bamboo forming such an 
arresting sight against the skyline, I had to laugh in my beard 
at the size the district Attorney pointed to w ith pride concerning 
his gourds, a couple of feet seeming tame enough in contrast to 
others that have stretched out to 4 and 5 feet. 

What a sorry excuse for a letter this one turned out to be 
there is always a chance the morrow might prove "less worser",,,, 
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Tuesday, April 


tilth. 


IS 57. 


t 1 i *■" 


Memorandum j t 

What a lo ely fat Easter egg c a me rolling my way today. 

Mow much of Lyme it brought with it and how much do T love 
it and lyme for bringing so much happiness all rolled into one. 

Over the coffee oups this morning there was much talk 
about the absenoe of zinnia seed of the desired ooloring in the 
promised blossoms and I had.remarked that I had seen no white 
ones and the lady said shq had looked in several places without 
success and that she hadn t planted any at all a s yet, I 
had planted some zinnias a while back but planned to have a 
second go at the business in viewof the cold weather that 
had intervened since my initial planting. And so today I 
a m fortified with precisely what I want and the package of 
the seed of the white flower will provide just the right 
touch to contrast and intensify the other brilliant blossoms 
that are in the offing, for I got everything planted this 
afternoon, setting aside a special pot so that I might provide 
some slips for the artist when some of the more gayly colored plan 
are above ground and read to be moved from pot to the good earth, 
ni o '\P \ au "?T c •. ..o'w »1 .vj 

I have turned through the Moliday magazine leisurely and 
loved every page and shall continue turning through it time and 
again and liking everything I see the more in view of its souroe. 

As for Echoes ofMuda-Pest, I haven't tried it as yet. 

The needle on my machine is a little old and I shall hold 
this delightful record, which is bound to be just that, in view 
of the artist who made it, until I have secured a new needle 
from town for I like to play my most treasured records only 
under the most favorable meohnaioal support as ± hope to play 
them forevar and do not want to damage them in anyway by using 
a needle that has been employed for mere reading purposes, 

• ev. e 9Li I'.ts bit fritoillOJ tM! 


of course, had seen none of the clippings about the 
Paris and loved it all and especially the 


• ? -J # 

Queen s visit to 

doings at Versailles, Mow that place continues to be an s center 
of gravity, doesn t it, I was wondering what the news item 

the only living queen since Queen Anne, V guess, wgo in view with 
her row with Quatorze , never got there in the early 1799 s, But 
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•erhapse the late Queen Mary doee count, dthough she visited tnei 
bout 1912 and after the 1st World War and the present 
Queen-Toother Elisabeth visited Versailles, Us, for ^ chanced t. 
be there myself when she came on a cool bpring day and 1 was del 
to see how she loved the plaoe, 

As for the nicest thing in the whole Easter business, I 
love the card best, -it is so much part and parcel, heart aid 
person of its sender and I have it along side the ose indow 
tu+.re Kune here on the window beside me where I can glance at 


Wednesday, April 17th, 1957 


Memorandum s ' 

vs a 

J write at 7:30. 

r» »«, 'J" l - ft ^ ^ . I* L S. 1 »’ * * * - ° * 1 ■ ^ ° 

There will undoubtedly be a post script on the reverse 
of this page. 

o4 EJ'5 ,^0 ' " •' *’ •' • J ’ 

It was my unddrstanding that I would be picked up by 
the Mouth Carolina ladies about 5 or 5:30 and whisked away 
to town for an early supper, what with their jaunt toward 
Charleston on the morrow. 

Came a quarter of 6 and I received a telephone.call from 
Carolvn. usinc the instrument of I, S. Willard, saying she 


At a quarter of 7 there was anothe telephone call fr> 
the motel, saying she had just found the ladies, exhausted 
reclining on their downy couches at the said motel, having 
but just arrived from Eriarwood, They must have had 
a rough day, 

I suggested giving them a glass of wine and then 
letting Mature takes its course. My hope is that 
they may continue to recline until Carolyn picks me up and 
takes me to town but that is only a hope. 

certainly must have thought they said, for wn 
cloudy and redolent with prospective showers, 
should not expect them to negotiate the gardens in 
te dark of the moon. Perhaps they, or some of them, will 
arrive forthwith and I am ready for them at any.time, 
since I don t mind saying .1 am ready for some 
fried Shrimp at the Town Mouse or even a country house, 
just so long as it might be food. 

' ;f ii uiQ'V.off. ‘jA.i 1S>' JBi W ->'•***• ' 

J never did hear anything direct regarding the occasion for 
J. M.s trip to Shreveport yesterday but I did learn that 
the whole Wenk n outfit n will arrive here on Thursday for 

wUe 1 1 


wit i S u y W¥I* I* - - - -- * , 

takes me to town but that is only a hope, ihey told her they 

h n d mentioned they might pick me up about 8 which t/iey 
n ■ - j i— j-i - — t.u. j-i.-e— mhnt with the weat 

I certainly 
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It is now 11 o'clock, and 1 notice I messed up the 
lines at the bottom of the foregoing page. At the risk of repeating 
myself, may I say that Aunt Villie telephoned me to say that Kay # 
and Carolyn were heading down this way to piok me up, —about 8 o ol9cK » 

She said she thought James and Kay were going to be very happy together,- 
which i Das interesting since only a week ago, Kay was talking about 
definite steps for a divorce. 

When the gals arrived, I told Kay that I had written Irm and 
Farley only this morning, remarking that I thought I had never seen 
her looking so redolent with health. K ay , fU ite seriously, said that 
she now considered herself the embodiment of *ary Baker &ddy, 
a nd she had tossed all her pills and medecines into the g rb a ge can and 
had found a new way to health. Imagine. But no doubt much of her 
indifferent health has been due to strange mental quirks and with the Coue 
doctrine, inherent in the Eddy theory, she seems to be responding. 

Later she twice mentioned that she simply must get off a no e to 
James, leading me to believe that everything is just dandy. 

Dinner was very pleasant and talk rather gay and the three ladies brougt 
me home but did not descend as they want to ake off early on the 
morrow. Aunt •illie said that while the girls were down here after me, 
she had telephoned the Bluff to instruct the servants to have dinner 
prepared for their Saturday arrival. Carolyn still talks about getting 
to Hew York on Monday which, if she does, will be a miracle. 

,*u ;»;c eo'«, \o attj u Jfc. 

On the home front, I'm bracing myself against the onslaught of 
the whole Wenk co tingent on Thursday and it strikes me this is going 
to be a long, long week end. 

In the Parish something exception took place in a suioide. 

Last week a Mr. Bice, financially souud, possessed of an excellent wife 
a daughter, a son and a grandchild, committed suicide by shooting himself 
because he feared the pain of a kidney stone. Me was 56 and 
i»e+. n twin brother who also lived in Natchitoches • The twin seemed 


hursday, 18th, 1957 


Memorandum: 


I believe summer has at last arrived. It was 8 6 
this a fternoon and humid to make it convincing. 

As anticipated, the week end got under way early, 
what with the opening breese blowing in about 4. I 
learned of it approach by a telephone call from the artist at 
whose house the onslaught had paused before reaching here. 

But the make up was somewhat different from what had been 
anticipated, only the mother and a couple of her offspring 
and some lady companion and there was a further variation in 
the stated intention on the part of the grown-ups 
to return to home base on the morrow. Mow grateful is 
one for such breaks. 

Up to and as of now, everything is smotheringly lovely 
and 1 hold the thought the move may likewise hold until the 
morrow. 

I suppose one is never really ready to receive such a whirlwind 
but in spite of the advance notice, 1 seemed even less so in as much 
I had three field hands who were trying their hand at gardening 
requiring some supervision to prevent them from preserving the 
weeds and hoeing up the more preoious things and I had a man 
to len me. a hand to put the house in order and Mill Mogers to 
put it in some disorder, for it had to be this afternoon that he 
would be free to install the panels at the head of my bed. 

After the Annunciation and Nativity combination and the Fligh 

into Egypt got a good shellacing and installed in their white frames, 

they really do look quite spiffy. For the record let me add that 

before having them nailed up permanently, 1 pasted a note 

on the b a ck of each, giving the time they were paint, the 

artist, eto. ut as all these things were coming to a jell, 

and the Easter guests we e bussing around, J. M, sent me 

doesens of tomato and peppar plants which required new beds to b e 

prepared, eto., although he,had thoughtfully sent a message with 

them, saying that if x didn t want thent .0 bounce them back 

At. .the store. M ee dless to say, 1 didn t bounce them. 
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ood Friday, April 29th, 2957 


Memorandum : 


For the first time this season, x head the Clifton *adiman 
broadcast of his "Coversations" tonight. 2 liked it, 

the discussion was on the A rt of Interviewing. Fadiman said 
he thought that had been two s uccessful interviews in history ,— 

Boswell 8 25 or 80 year one with Samuel Johnson and Bevk . 

Conversations with oethe Fadiman remarked somewhere during 
the doings that it thought it inappropriate on a radio interview 
ever to bring up such a topic as religion, money or sew. 

He t sa.id Andre j/alraux gives interview in which he rules out 
entirely .any mention of hts personal life and insists on discussing 
only ideas. The question was thrashed out briefly along lines 
that for the mo t part the person doing the interviewing is usually 
aggressive, I thought of Mae Craig and Mr. Hpivak on "Mette the Pre, 
»<• /' u *• • 0 i U0 ’) • . M ■ V VT‘ 1 . '*) i * 

I was delighted to have an opportunity to do a 
bit of reading in the Holiday magazine this morning and I 
was delighted to learn something about the very early history 
of Chennonceau, Most people usually •stress the feud between 
Diane de Poitier and Cathrine de Medici over the building a nd the 
eventual replacement of the Diane D's from the crests by Catherine s 


It was really a good enough Friday in these parts, 
although / must say it had a twist I hadn't expected, if, indeed 
one has any expectations at all when the Hfenks blow in, 

Yesterday afternoon and twice at supper, Sister had 
spoken with so much fervor a bout having some gourd seeds to 
take home with her, saying she wanted to plant her whole 
place with them that 2 arose at a timely hour and procured a 
nice fat box of them for her delectation, A little a fter 
6 she sent a servant over to say she was ready to ake off, 
which was a mild surprise, since she had stated she wouldn t 
leave before afternoon at the earliest. And so 2 took the- 
Package of gourd seeds and went over, handing them to 
her on fny arrival. They were plainly marked but she asked wftat 
the package contained, couldn t imagine why 1 had brought it 
and declared she never would plant a gourd if it chanced to be 
the last seed on earth. Somehow that was to typical. 


I was vaguely s urprised when she really did take off and a 
little more when I learned that she had left the boy and the 
girl. The Lord know where the girl is tonight, a s the boy 
always goes to town and Celeste and ^adam Regard 
are at Church, Perhaps the girl is with J. H. if he is at 
home . Of one thing ± am certain, x am not making any 
inquiries since I have no intetion of ever assuming the yoke 
of nursing in that department. Imagine leaving a 23 year old 
girlin such a situation. I suppose she will probably be sent home 
on a bus on Saturday or Sunday, khat a business. 


The ecnlosures are of no interest if you are rushed for 
time. Eith Porter s reference to the new book on 
Judah P. benjamin reminded me of the moonlight nights 
on the gallery at u aurel Hill with Dr. Butler speaking of 
the difficulties he encountered in doing muoh of a biography 
on "the best brain of the onfederaoy" since Mr. Benjamin 
very successful destroyed almost every single paper bearing 
his signature, making it a most difficult thing for the 
research workers of the following generations to do much 
"quoting of chapter and verse", — the striking contrast to the 
near mania of George kashington in making every effort to preserve 
every single scrap of paper, no matter how s eemingly insignificant, 
that in the slightest way related to his career, even down to the 
entry in his account book to charge his mothe'r s estate with a pound 
of sugar sr some such inconaequential matter. 

\..y . ■ V. . • SO 'J- - 

2 enclose a memo for Carolyn, simp y ,Ui case you should chance 
to be seeing her. It is of no importance and may be scrapped if 
your contact has already been achieved and terminated...... 


I am sure the humming birds must have arrived today although 
I haven t seen any but tonight the gallery on the white garden side 
is heavy with the perfume of the honeysuckle and the first honesuckle 
and the first humming bird always seem to arrive on the same day. 

L'.j’i i *■ i -- 1 '■ '' - ■ i .1 \ • 3 

Mr. Beckerman was down to see J. H. this morning and 
Fat brought him to dinner which was all very pleasant. At supper 
J. H. asked me if I knew the man, said he liked him, thought 
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him under-capitalised and believed he would make it alright. 

I had enjoyed a chat with Hr. Beckerman at ucca,, following 
dinner, and he had mentioned he had come down to see J. .about 
the possibility of getting the contract to publish the X. E. A. 
weekly pape which, odd as it may sqem, as the largest circulation 
of any sheet in the State. I haven t a doubt that J. H. 
has ample power to switch the contract from some publisher m 
South Louisiana to Natchitoches and 1 hope he does. 

here was somethiny n bout the weather yesterday that reminded me 
so much of that, obtaining a couple of years ago that I wrote James 
to say as much as I recalled those somewhat frantic times 1 was 
experiencing when he was "lost " in Georgia and I was trying 
to establish connections as between him and he Bluff. 

The artist telephoned me tonight to gossip .a little. &he 
Sn id Sister had bounced into her house yesterday before coming 
on to Helrose, screaming : “I'll bet vou don t remember who * am — 
"jus like anybody could ever forget , opined the artist. She 
added that Sister s first question was How much you 
telephone bill thts month is" but la Hunter said she 
hadn t got .her bill this month and couldn t remember 
last mouth s. . j . *• 

I understand from the grapevine that the Hunter romance 
with Joseph Benjamin Hetoyer goes on at a great rate and it is 
said that when Joe Ben s wife, children,etc., go to Hass, 

Joe-Ben somehow fails to make it and that the artist also 

seems to f a il to show up on the same occasions . The romance 

of this sort strikes me as wonderful in t a thousand different ways, 

not the least being that la Hunter hasn t the vaguest notion 

that I know about it as she takes the tr uble to telephone me 

to sa she is going to bed to get her.cold well while busily preparing 

for the reception of her boy friend. Perhaps this may be because 

she has felt my frown when she has stirred up pictures while high and 

would like to persuade me there is no romance in her life which 

show how little she understands my viewpoint for I m more 

in favor of that than anything, including her painting, for 

surely she probably likes to paint better than almost anything 

but her one reason for living is her romances, 1 truly believe, aid 

I'm all in favor of them, although I never so much aq hint 

that I .am aware of them. After all, they are nobody s business but 

her own c^nd I hope she maintains her Ninon de Bencloe to the end. 

All the local honkey tonks are having swing-outs tonight 
which ought to pretty well flatten out some of the faithful well 
before Easter, I should imagine . 
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Easter Sunday, April Slst, 1957. 


Nemorandum: 

How nice to have such a perfect Easter week end, what 
with your dandy air mail arriving on Saturday to s et the 
seal of happiness for me. 

It is so nice knowing how you spent the 4th, in such 
happy company and enjoying the floral displays with one that 
the sharing of same made doubly delectable. I am so happy 
to know that the a nnias came from that quarter and something 
tells me B'm going to love them the more just because of it. 

And I'm delighted to know you liked the basse-cour business, 
and while it was sweet of little Uiss Bee to express doubt 
as to the wisdom of such investments for other than local 
things, I personally feel that they are such poor expressions of 
sentiments which to me are more important than anything either 
local or remote for the lamp never grows dim and the lady 
is always present in my heart. 

Before going to the Bost Office, I demi-tassed across 
the fence and both ladies were enchanted a bout the mail 
they had received, —perhaps yesterday or the day before. 

Both ladies departed from the sitting to bring forth 
their Easter greetings from little Hiss Bee and to 
read them and to say endless .sweet things about the 
sender of same-. I must say I agreed with them utterly 
and must add my own separte congratulations to you on the 
lovely way you handled the whole business. It was so pleasant 
that while Madam Regard was reading hers, an oriole suddenly 
appeared in the sweet olive hard by the . gallery where we sat 
and somehow its lovely liquid note was just the perfect 
bit of harmony that moved everyone almost to tears. It 
must be a source of enormous satisfaction to know you 
have brought such genuine happiness to so many people for 
this happy Easter time. t > 

I hadn t realised before Celeste read your letter 
that she had written you recently and had mentioned 
^ the banquet, —a piece of information which was confirmed, 

of course, when later in the day, 1 received your letter, 
mentioning the fact. 


* 


I 
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Monday, April 82nd, 1 957 


Memorandum,: 

Twice glad the postman made me today and blessings 
on little Ai aa Lee for all that came directly from her true 
hand, for thetriplicate rendtion of Alice B.a 
letter and for the clippings. They all add up to represent 
so much of giving on the part of one and of help and happiness 
on the part of the other. 

As you know, T a nt always much t conerned about the 
mutual friend living hard by. Ian t it a pity the 
work-a-day hours atid pressure are so great and what a 
depressing though to realise things have got out of 
joii\t again with the other member of the immediate 
family. Let us -hold to the thought that there may be 
some miracle .hidden among these shadows to emerge unexpectedly 
a nd I shall be so indebted to you if you will mention how things 
turn from time to time. <. t 

ou mirrored my own thoughts in speaking of the, 


the Enterprise goes to the bank of which J.H. is a director 

to borrow. But as I pondered the matter, it did occur to 

me that a part of the present effort on the part of the newspaper 

is to increase its circulation, probably with a view to enjoying 

increased advertising rates, that perhaps a column 

or at least two or three paragraphs m a box, as a feature of even 

issue, might tend to focus added talk about the paper. And. so l 

accordingly telephoned Mr. Beckerman and told him couidn t 

think of any way 1 could be of service at the moment but in the eve 

that he should feel a few paragraphs per issue might add a drop 

in the bucket to wider interest, 1 should be glad to try my had 

at the business gratis for a while. Be seemed 

delighted at the thought and I shall send him a half dozen 

samples which 1 knocked off this morning to see if they would 

in any way fit in to his program. 

As for our Easter weather, Saturday was aL 1 blue and gold 
and today was all gray and silver. Abou 19 
o'clock this morning a fine thunder 3 torm broke over the 
heads of t ose in fine feathers heading out for 
Church and about an inch of rain cascaded 
down during the hour. And tonight between 6 and 7 
we got another dab, and while sorry'for the Easter 
paraders, 1 was delighted for the tomato and peppar 
plants aefd the newly planted zinnia seed, for this moisture 
n fr i ni.fi iuat at the sroser time to give them a maximum 


rest and relaxation that should obtain in the friend s house¬ 
hold when day is done and the week-end arrived. I 
suppose it is too much to expect offspring to imagine such 
hinge, —not until they, themselves, reach the same 
status in life which, of course, is always too late. 

Surely there is the greatest need for some real education to 
be injected ijito our school system. 1 hear about the 
necessity for building more class room in order that we may 
raise more scientific genuses capable of fiddling successfully 
with atom bombs. I think we need to build even bigger class 
rooms to give hints to students about practicing the 
humanities. 

And how nice to learn that our little feathered friend 
has a new play mate. l'm hoping the boys wont get into 
e a ch other's hair too much and that, under proper initial 
supervision, they may get so well acquainted that they will 
discover the delights of companionship long before they 
are tempted to start in fisticuffing each other. 




From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS# #M~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


8568 


Youaak about sending the reviews of the Stein 
biography but 1 should prefer to have you keep them so 
that i may always be sure I may inquire a bout them, should 
an occasion arise. Itls such a comforting feeling to know 
that such an a rchive exists to which 1 may apply on 
occasion when my own things get gummed up, 

I stumbled over the same word you did in the 1 oklas 
letter regarding the Picaso designs for the Louis IV 
taperstry. As I struggled through the thing, I was 
wondering if she intended to use the word "ohasseurs in¬ 
stead of "chauffeurs", for I believe the designs she mentions 
were created during that artist s early, pre-cock-eyed era, 

I shall let a few letters fly back and forth between us and then 
shall inquire a *out it for, even as you, 1 should like 
to know, 

I saw a picture of something I never saw before, — today ,— 
and only the local artist oould have thought this one 
up with a perfectly straight face, —in faot without 
giving thought to the matter at all, save that it was 
perfectly natural and in now way meriting attention, 

I had given her a board and asked her, --it was 8 o clock 
this morning, to paint me a pretty funeral. She was back on 
my gallery at 3 with the picture and a might pretty 
picture it was, too, and one which I shall be able to use 
for advertising purposes, * believe, since I shall entitle 
it "The Lady Grave Diggers", For as sure as anything, 
the procession of mulatto and negro mourners, following the 
coffin, a.re moving down the hill f rom the church to 
the newly dug grave where the final clod of earth has just 
been pitched out and there, at .either end of the grave stand 
two ladies, each with a spade in hand, both attractively 
gowned in pale blue shirtwaists and pink skirts, with not a 
speck of good earth soiling their costumes, As I may 
h n ve remarked before, that unter number is certainly a sight 
and I shall never know if she intended aerating Lady Grave 
Diggers or if, while engaged in painting, her mind went wool¬ 
gathering in the direction of her mulatto Uetoyer lover and she 
made ladies instead of gentlemen without even realising it, 

I shall send in three or four contirbutions to the 
Enterprise by tomorrow s post, I might have sent them today 
but I wanted to sk first if there was somebody who could 
read them back to me before they went to press which 
is one way of writing a piece but somewhat more satisfactory 
than attempting it with the sort of secretaries I possess 

end.... 


I (KV.P 


Tuesday, April 25rd , 1957. 


Memorandum : 

We are really getting the water these days, what with a 
shower once or twice a day, sandwithed in between thick 
slices of 80 degree weather which combine to create the ideal 
situation for tropical conditions inducing tremendous growth 
in every section of the vegetation department. The gourds are 
growing in a race wi.th the sinias and the pumpkins are bouncing 
out of the ground as though made of India rubber. 

I was glad when the postman handed me the letter 
from Bob for it does seem to clarify considerably the 
Delgado fandango that up to now the newspapers and radio 
have failed to present in any sort of a comprehensible 
. fashion. 

And now that the Delgado thing is a little clearer, 1 
should next like to find out a bout the cloud sitting over the 
Sealeau family. *umor has it that - ob is slightly 
wacky, that he is getting married this summer and going 
to Europe on his honeymoon, etc., etc., and I gather rom what 
he w rote concerning his chance meeting with James and Kay on 
the street that Kay snubbed him, which seems to me. a great 
pity since I think pu lie snubbing is bad manners to start with 
„nd accomplishes little or nothing that redounds to 
the credit either of the snubbed or the snubber. 

I assume that. incompat a bility i3 the real cause for the Segleau 
separation, —one of the best reasons for a separation I can 
think of but not a sufficient excuse when the happiness 
of a child one has begotten is concerned, and I suppose the 
incompatability may rest on the fact that Bob inclines toward 
an intellectual curiosity which probably Patty doesn't 
possess. Once or twice I have heard from this one or that 
one, probably Carolyn mostly, that Patty would like to 
hear from me more often and I do knock off a letter every once 
in a while but as you have seen all of Patty correspondence, 
you will agree, I think, that it is pretty far apart and that 

I it usually contains little that would inspire an immediate. . 

response while although often on a track that doesn t 

interest me particular!, y, does have something to say and -some thing 
to inspire a come-back. 
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Wednesday, April 84th, 1957. 


I was delighted when Zelma tapped on my door yesterday 
for I hadn't had an opportunity for a chat with hqr in a long 
time. She is just as wonderful as ever and doesn t seem to 
mind facing another check-up at a Shreveport Hospital 
this coming week end. I think she is very short-sighted 
not to h a ve her tumor removed as 1 fear it will lead to 
further complications already being treated, which may 
eventually carry her off but she fears surgery and 
that is quite understandable, of course, but in such a case, 1 
feel the meediaal better minds should be given the power to 
effect what is so obviously a necessity. 

She had a glass of wine with me and we talked about 
Little King who writes from Colorado that he got to laughing 
the other day to himself while casting 7 bout in snow drifts 
trying to find hisaar, for he suddenly remembered how 
a year or so ago he had encountered his first snow, way up 
to his knees, in (Germany and how high it had seemed at that time. 

Yesterday Celeste asked me if I would be so kind as to give 
a flock of kin folks from the establishment of f the reverend 
fathers across the way, --the Reve nd Father• 8 kin-folks, a 
tour, and again there was mother request from the same 
party covering the same religious t connections, todays being 
some gay priests and nuns who had flown down from Philadelphia 
yesterday, and Celeste also asked me if I would arrange 
to give her niece and some of her friends a tour tomorrow, — 

Celeste who is opposed to pilgrims. 

Tonight's radio speaks of 18 tornadoes in Texaq yesterday with 
much flooding around the "aco neighborhood. 1 haven t 

heard anything a bout #e2«n and so don t know if she is 
at home or 3till in the hospital but where ever she is, 

I a m hoping her feet are dry. It seems a little odd that 

somebody like half a dozen of her friends, don t write to 

let those of us on the outside know how Helen fares, —people 

like Lucille or Ida or some such. A11I know is that- a month or 

so ago Helen was slated for what was thought to be a very serious operati 

and that is all I do know. I write her at least once a week and 

hold the thought that she may be making it alright. 

.I'm still awaiting a needle from town for a Buda-Pest whiz but 

am loving the Holiday in between t imes...... 


Memorandumx 

I was frankly provoked this morning when, on arriving 
at the post office, I learned that again the postman had 
jumped the gun on us and made his rounds an hour ahead of 
schedule. I didn t have any good reason for not going to the 
store a couple of hours earlier than I did but ± prefer to 
make the trip during the interim between his arrival and 
the following hour, during which he goes on down the river and crosses 
back on the opposite bank, returning here to pick up the out¬ 
going mail. V doing so, 1 need make but a single trip 
a nd thus save me time to fiddle with wahtever is cooking. 

I'll bet I get ahead of that gent on the morrow even if he arrives 
before breakfast. 

I probably voiced my hopes "in yesterday's memo that somebody 
in Waco would drop me a card as to how Helen might be doing, 
and if I did mention it, I was merely stating a wish going on in my 
mind. You may readily unders and, therefore, how glad I was today 
when I found the enclosed brief message from the lady herself. It 
was brief, to be sure, but sufficient to indicate that she 
must be "out of the woods", so far as her operation is con¬ 
cerned. 

I think 1 quite took Celeste's breath away by the monstrousness 
o my suggestion when she blandly asked me if 1 wanted another wine 
glass for my anniversary this year. 1 told her I should 
prefer she expend her energy on exerting influence to get 
a new seat put in the bottom of the chair 1 use when 
operating my reading machine. She really gasped a little wut 
recovered herself forthwith. After all, I think it wouldn t hurt 
the plantation to take care of that little matter, especially as 
Celeste herself had just been puzzling over the fact that 
Frances Henry had told her how surprised she was to receive 
an extra dividend from the plantation this year, over and beyond 
normal earnings and Celeste adding that there must be anple 
funds about, what with all the news ladds they are buying. 

And so she arose to the occasion, telephoned the maker of 
slip covers and I suppose the latter came from town tonight 
to pick up the chair which * had deposited about supper time on 
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Thursday 


visiting her from "isconsin or some such place. This 
service I did indeed render but found it mighty dull going 
as nobody present was plantation conscious and obviously were 
participating in what they were supposed to do rather than out of 
^ny imp lse. 

Hr. Beckerman telephoned me this afternoon to say he 
found the stuff 1 had sent him just right and asked me what the 
column should be called. * suggested Cane Biver Uemo, which somehow 

seemed general enough and somehow more or less in line with 
A Melrose emorandum, such any of these pages being written 


Memorandum : 

• 

I'm so sleepy, I shall probably interrupt our 
chat a couple of times to get me a drink from the 
tall giiss and the adjacent bucket of crushed ice 
hard by, since a coke might pick me up a little. 

Our weather remains so humid and 85-ish 
that one inclines to wilt at the close of day if it has been 
a busy one with no pauses along the way. 

We had a bang-up thunderstorm about 4j50 
this morning and although ,1 pulled the covers up over my 
head and thought 1 would ignore the racket, x finally 
decided I might as well get up and do ,a half dozen chore9 
before the day really got going. After the skies had 
dropped .an incht and a half of rain on .us, the clouds all 
disappeared and the morning and afternoon until 8 was 
dazzling with sunshine, after which it clouded up and 
rained again, followed by clearning skies and although 
it is. clear now at 9:50, the prediction is for more 
rain and high temperatures s trai ght ahead. We are still 
liking the rain and the heat, of course is nuking everything 
in the vegetation department jump like Jack 8 famous bean stalk 

The artist came b to sec me sometime during the morning 
and I pointed out how green and pretty the leaves of 
the fig trees appeared and recalled to her the line in Bobina s 
letter to Uis.s Cammie in July of 1959, when she remarked 
"I suppose by now the little colored boys are in 
the fig trees". 

t .V \ ' ‘ • • 1 ’ ^ 

The artist was dying to get her hands on a canvas and 
having succeeded, she bolted for home, telephoning me around 
5 p.m. to ask if I would like to see what she was up to. 

Of course, ^ would, —although I had scant time for 
hopping acorss the cotton patch but ± was re-paid for the going 
what with the delightful, half finished composition she had 
to show me of the little boys in the fig trees. 
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Friday, April 26th, 2957 


Madam Millapaugh called me a bout 7 tonight just to 
chant and to say she had sold another Hunter canvas which 
is always pieasant news. , 

A hurried the chit-chat a little because I wanted to 
hetr Clifton Fadiman in his "Conversations " with 
Messrs White and Ounther talk about their favorite cities. 

Mr. White preferred Paris to all other cities, Mr. unther 
liked London best, They agreed the worst city in the 
world is Calcutta. One of them expressed great admiration 
for Pekin and the .other for Marakeesch, or however that Moroccan 
city spell8 its name. Campala in Uganda was another favorite 
that was set forth. One of the gentlemen thought an 

absolute requisite for any city, if it expected to exert any appeal, 
w a s the fact that it had to be either on a river or within 
siaht of a mountain* It was agreed? too $ that a city simply 

~ ’ .... i. 1 _I_ _ _ t .. .. 


Memorandum : 


Save for a couple of little old sprinkles during the 
night, our weather has been fairly fair and awfully humid, 
but marvelous for growing things. 

My biggest delight of the day was the discovery of 
a discarded gourd about the size of a basket ball which I had 
tossed aside last autumn' when it had dropped from the eaves and 
smashed in a place on the 3ide about as big as one's fist. 

Today, while scuffling around in the weeds in search of 

a piece of hay wire, I stumbled over this ancient item and 

was perfectly delighted to discover that our recent 

dews and damps plus' the warm weather had germinated the millions 

of seeds inside the shell, the broken section of which 

was facing the sky. Of course it would have killed these 

young plants, perhaps a couple of inches in height, had I 

tried to remove them from'-the' shell and plant them individually 

„nd 30 L merely cut a few holes in the shell that was resting 

on the ground, dug out a little platter like place in 

some neighboring rich soil, not far from the sugar pot, 

placing the whole shell of the gourds with the pref erf orations 

into the depression and pulling up a couple of inches of good earth 

all about the lower sides of the shell so that all the seeds 

within the thing can keep right on growing and issuing forth 

from the pening at the top. I hope that the roots will 

penetrate through the holes in the bottom of the shell and 

sink themselves into the good earth and that the vineb will 

climb up the picket fence along side which the thing is placed. 

I neve saw a phenomenon of this sort before which probably 
couldn't have happened had not there been such an excess of dampness 
and warmth of late since usually the shell disintegrates 
or the seeds decay • T shall have fun directing attention 
of planting experts passing t is way, most of whom will prob a bly 
find it difficult to believe what they will be seeing. 

Carmen telephoned me this morning to say that 
my picture appeared wit theCane River Memo article on the 
front page^of The Enterprise today. Our copy came by mail later, 
and I shall put it in the post for you on the morrow. I take it 


had to have age if it expe.cted to claim a> l V distinction 
and, oddly enough, it was bound to have good food. They 
got off the track at that point when somebody observed that 
for dining, the ideal would be to breakfast in London, 


have luncheon in Paris and dinner in—Moscow,, of all 
places. °ut the argument got injected at this point, 
what with everybody agreeing that contemporary Moscow is 
no fun in view of the silence, and fertiveness of i s people, 
and that line came to an end , Perhaps you heard all this and 
I apologize but, if not, you were probably amused when 
Los “ngeles was put in its place by someone fi oting an 
architect of fame who said that if the United States should be 
tilted a bit, everything not nailed down would slide 
into Los Angelas, as, indeed, it already had, and 
Cal fornia brought the next obvious question s - What 
a bout Miami, which was settled in a phrase,. 

"The Bronx with palms". 

e rto e 

At the close of K the program,v it was announced that the 
day and hour for the next week's presentation would Be* changed 
to Monday but the hour wasn t given. -I. certainly enjoy this 
program and could bat that stupid Congressional Library 
guy named Patterson who had the nerve to say it couldn t be 
recorded because it had no educational value. Imagine. 

The post brought me no mail from the three gals who journeyed 
last week to SouthCarolina, —ali too busy to write, x reckon. 

Do hope Lyme is having some fine Spring days without too much dew. 




ft 

1 


From the FRANCOIS MiGWON PAPERS, #H~5889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. 

PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 


r 


8576 


8 \ 


P.S. 


8577 


J notice the final lines at the end of the memo got tangled up. 

I was remarking that Clemence says she wants to go with me on the 18th 
nd I further reported a rain of over 5 inches in the last 84 
hours with the promise of more for tonight,—-it is now poruing, —and 
for the morrow . 


Sunday, *pril 88th t 1957. 


they used a slice of the glossy print of the picture in 
which Hiss Hunter is dictating her recipes to me, —the one 
which was incorporated in the cook book. 

I saw the ladie3 at coffee this morning and there was 
much talkabout having sent the chair to town to have it 
re-upholstered at some f a bulous price, done with more or less 
grace but not omitting the price along the way. The ladies 
took off later for South Louisiana. I suppose 
Madam Regard goes to Mansura and 1 believe Celeste 
sails on to Hew Iberia for a Saturday frolic or some such. 

They will return sometime late *unday, they said. It seems 
to me it has been a long since since they were in the big road. 

• 

I learned the other day that a flock of engineers 
from allaround the State were to converge on “atchitoches 
this Friday and J. H. Henry told me that J. d . illiams 
and James Livingston had asked if the crowd might be brought 
here for a tour. The magical hour was 8 and they arrived at 
a quarter of 4. I suppose there were not more than 
30 or 40 and they were very nice. J. H. Williams and 
James Livingston came over to Tucca to tell me the crowd 
was at the front gate. We had quite a pleasant go-round, 
and I continue to marvel that J. H. "illiams and''I 
as always hit it off with such gusto. 1 was touched by 

his speech of introduction revealing, as I thought, 
bout the same nmount of admiration that 1 have for him 
in his very limited but ver lucrative pursuit of money. I 
think we do not think alike on a single, solitary subject 
and yet we never fail to hit it off wit infinite mutual 
pleasure. 

• I continue hearing nothing from the three ladies who journeyed 
in the direction of The Bluff last week while a letter 
from •'ames, including an addressw or two which 1 had requested, 
made ho reference to them although he talked a heapabout stuff 
he wanted to look up in Natchez on the Jaloh thing and 
opined that he and Kay would be going up there for four or five 
days shortly for that purpose, l assume Kay is still at the d luff 
and as James never mentions in advance that he is heading out 
for any place, 1 suppose my next report will be after they return. 

He mentioned having spent Easter with the Mahiers in Baton *ouge. 

I'm glad that separation got put back together again. Strange 

gaps of the kind that demonstrated represent something I, personally, 

should much regret, were I either of the parties...... 


>'*■ 


Memorandum : 

I cannot begin to tell you how much 1 appreciate your 
thoughtfulness in getting off an airmail this past week which 
would reach me on Saturday. I haven t heard a peep out of 
either of those three ladies who left here whenever for where ever a week 
so back. 

A telephone call had come through from the owners of the 
Robert McAlpin plantation, asking .how they c ould get in touch with 
Carolyn. I lied and said I assumed she would probably be 
in Marshall or New rleans this week end and that 1 would have to 
advise them later. I assume they may want some work done along 
publicity lines bu I wouldn't know. 

It's prob a bly just as well that c arolyn never reads the papers 
for she might be hearing about wash-out rains in the 

Shreveport-M a rshall area as of yesterday, —six inches in a few hours 
at Dixie, which, 1 believe is somewhere between Shreveport and 
Texas, and a tornado .or two has passed over the same region 
within the past 48 fyours. 1 suppose she would quite naturally 
be wondering if Old Bonita was still on earth and if the dam that 
makes Storm Lake a body of waijer has been swept away. I am 
vaguely annoyed that she didn t drop me a line from The Bluff, 
gi ing me the li3t of the picturee that Martin Hirsch wanted for 
had it come to hand by now, 1 might have started the artist to 
work on an order that would provide more "withal " to build up 
the canvases agai t st the M an h a ttan show, if any, of this coming 
autumn, but there's enough moisture around without adding to same 
by shedding tears of annoyance at her chronic suffering from 
"writer s cramp". t 

I shall be so glad to have tyding as to how Friday night turned 
out and, if you should have ai y inkling as to when that M arshall 
woman intends leaving Manhattan, or, if she has left, when 
she has any notion of leaving The Bluff, I shall be 
appreciative, if you will pass along said notions. 

i had a letter from James yesterday, asking me from , 
two hundred and fifty dollars against payment of publisher s 
charges for the Melrose Plantation Book, asking that 1 .send~it to 
him forthwith so he might hand it to M r . Laborde. from this, 1 assume 
he plans to remain in New rleans for two or three days more before heaiidi 
toward the East coast to pick up.his wife, but all that is pure 

n Vpart as I haven t any ide a as to what plans, if any, thos 
vnree sprites may have • « 
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I penned Aunt Willie her weekly Sabbath 

“ . and I shall 


On the home front 


un vrie imine j- ■ 

morning letter at dawning but penned another at noon, 
post the latter ^via air mail, 

r, and Mrs. Evans of Houston and the McAlpin plantation came 
to see me this morning to invite me to participate in ceremonies 
on May 12th, —a Sunday, - in the Hidden Hill Plantation cemetery when 
a bronze plaque will be unveiled marking the grave of Uncle Tom, 

They had procured ai ante bellum iron fence to enclose the space and 
have advised the Houston representative of Life and other publications 
of their proposed doings and have invited several colored and white peoplt 
from Houston and from this Parish ta attend. 

Assuming that Carolyn might be in the "ulf States a rea by the 12th, 

I put t he a bove particulars in the air mail letter to Aunt illie 
who prob a bly will receive it on Tuesday, a s she usually gets the 
Sunday letters on Wednesdays, I suggested in the letter that she 
tell Carolyn a bout these doings and suggested that probably nobody 
has thought of Simon Legree in all this excitement and that 1 think 
I know where is grave is situated and that I .would suggest Carolyn ^get 
a picture of his grave to be printed in juxtaposition to Uncle om s , 
n nd the contrast should do much to make Car lyn s sotry more striking 
than any of the others who may be covering. Of course I know 
not if Carolyn will still be at the Bluff or even if she will have 
arrived there by that K time but I thought this was perhaps the best 
way to pass along the potentials of a pictorial story, —but whether 
she is interested or not, 1 wouldn t know, « 

Mr, and Mrs. Evans had stopped at the artist's house before coming 
here, hey thought she might like to attend and that she might get 
some notion of how the Church and graveyard looks, —I not telling 
them what they didn t know, —that she knew the place before they or I wai 

born, with a view to te artist doijig some primitives to incorporate 

the Uncle Tom story, I said I had been thinking about having 

her do illustrations fpr a new edition of the whole book and that 

we could perhaps work out some method wherebye the originala 

of her illustrations could go to the new Museum they are contemplating, 

I think they gathered,after their initial visit, that they wouldn t 
get very far with the artist by themselves and I thought I might as 
well make it clear that she wasn t doing much for anybody except me. 

They said they would be glad if 1 would handle the matter, but litje the 
plate they broke, —the Uncle \om one which 1 replaced, they didn t 
ive any eveidence that that would entail cn y layout but they will 
learn _bout that before they get too many pictures. Just after they 
left, the artist came to my b a ck gallery, She mentioned t their visit 
and said they were tasking a bout some old man, she couldn t remember 
his name but it was something like Uncle Jack on the statue up there 
in town. She said she .didn t think that mattered but they did ask her to 


Monday, *pril 29th, 1957 


Memorandum 


t only rained an inch and two tenths last nihyt . 
and the Weather bureau says that from where it sits, we shall only 
h a ve five more days of rain and tornado doings which is 
all very prommising, 

The ditches and canals that were dug in the Little li iver area 
a few years b a ck seem to be providing fine drainage and today 
all the cattle were moved Eastward from the Montrose range to 
Little iver pastures, 

. 

We had a couple of glimpses of sunshine during the day but 
by evening the clouds were rolling again and I hear the sound 
of thunder, to the .'forth so 1 suppose a parasol will be in order 
almost any time now 

r. Beckerman telephoned me today to say he couldn't get 
down yesterday afternoon, J gathered as much, as I had 
not seen him. He arm mentioned an odd coincidence • Abou 15 
months ago he had dickered with someone in town about doing 
a short piece right along for his paper, a thing that would 
be as brief as the Cane River Memo and slanted on the political 
side in large measure. The man kept delaying and delaying 
and it was only la3t Thursday night when the Enterprise was 
going to press that the man finally made up his mind affirmatively,- 
which was a l.ittle too late, not only becausel had contributed 
a few paragraphs for the regular issues but also because financial 
matters in the ^nterpriqe had so altered that starting a new 
column of ai y sort didn t seem advise a ble at the time. I 
must say I find it odd, however, that after 15 months, the man 
should get around to come through precisely on the day the matter, 
so far as he was concerned, had been all wrapped up. 
tv. 1 fr'jB 1 ,ii -iUiA t r.'jll '"A *'• w. 

Carmen telephoned to say that she had ha occasion^ to 
call Rosalind to supply her with some data a bout 
some organization that they are in jointly. Carmen said she 
told Rosalind she could read the 'Stuff over the 'phone to her 
to drop it in'the.mail, she didn t care which. Rosalind 
said she didn t care to dwell on such matters on a Sunday and Carmen 
responded that for Mrs. Aswell's information, the "abbath had 
already passed and the day was indeed Monday whereupon Rosalind 
dropped the telephone and was heard from no more for the balance 
of the day. Poor Rosalind, —everything and nothing • 


to the dedication and shff told them she would like to go with me and 
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I almost caught up with -artin Agronsky tonight but 
didn t quite make it, but I did discover with which net work he 
is now connected, - MBC. Just as the announcer at 7 o clock 
was saving : "And now we bring you five minutes of news with 
Mr. Agronsky \ o»e of the mulatto irklands who had a piece 
of furniture to sell, tapped on my door and that let out 
Mr. A. It was 7:3) before I got rid of the Kirkland 
visitor and so I know not if Clifton *adiman /oliowed at 7.05 
or not. I sampled the air waves at 7*30 at 8 and at 8.30 but 
could find no Fadiman. Perhaps I shall have better luck a 
little later. 

At supper tonight, J. *. said he never came so close to 
getting killed as he did this afternoon when he swerved from 
the Bnvou Matches road on to the main cement highway in 
the face of a car traveling at a bout 90 miles an hour. He said 
the fault was his for not looking where he was going and he couldn t 
imagine what miracle had prevent the bust up which most certainly 
would have killed him and the man in the other car. J. H.j alw *V* 
drives like the wind and seldom looks where he is going and so lemf 
everyone who ride, with him. I hold the thought he may always 
have the luck of this afternoon if he must put himself in such 
jeopardy. t 

But perhaps I shall not getaround to do any more sampling 
of the air waves tonight after all, —not for another hour 
at least, for as between this apargarth and the above, the 
tell-tale sound of a» embryo tornado whizzed off to the Jorth 
and a deluge of rain is now cascading down amidst a vast cannonading 
of thunder which will make reading machine operations far 
superior to anything dependent upon ether waves • J* * . 
wonderful how casually one so soon takes Mature s whimsies 
for I guess it hasn t been more than 10 days or so that we have 
had this sort of carryings on in the sky. 

The artist came to see me today, dying for me to give her 
something , to paint. I wish I had ,the list which Carolyn mentioned 
before leaving here but as I didn t have it, I set her to work 
ondoing a study of fig gathering to which she responded with 
n degree of enthusiasm, being an old hand in all phases 
of that operation,, from the picking of the fruit to the 
removing of the outer skin, the boiling and preserving o/ 
same, n ot to mention the sealing mto.jars. It be , 

to see if she gets anywhere with such a subject, --and if she doesn t, 

I shall dispose of it through Millspaugh's where discontented 
Shreveport customers seem to invest m second rate painting with 
the same abandon they buy first raters, which is certainly convenient 
so far as I am concerned. It was nice hearing from Miss Denholme. 

It doesn t 3 ound as though Carried book is likely to appear too soon.... 


•y Jb 


Tuesday, April 30th, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

Another month gone and who can say whither. 

Last nighv, in spite of all the banging from on high, 
we got only an inch of rain and this a fternoon, although it 
drizzled much of the time, we gut but half an hich. But 
it's cloudy again tonight so perhaps ^we shall do better 
at our next try. I was impressed this morning when the 
feather bureau said we would have five days more of such doings 
but I could but smile to myself when the Chief of the Bureau 
obviously made a mistake when, in giving the 30 day forecast, 
he said April would be unseasonably dry. This is the second time 
I have heard this error from the. same source, leading me to believe 
the gentleman must be reading a report which ha not been 
corrected. ..... 

I never, bothered to ope-n ■today 8 post as tie letters were 
from sources which probably had nothing pressing to report,— 

Edith Porter, the Johnsons of Portland and so on. 

The clerk told me he noticed Carolyn's car is still parked 
at the Louisianue Motel in town which didn't supprise me but 
this suggests she will be in the Parish before she goes on to 
where ever and undoubtedly will telephone to givesome account 
of herdoings with little Miss Lee, etc., and affording me an 
opportunity to decide what, if any part she wants to play 
in conveying the Uncle x om festivities on the 12th to 
the wire services, etc., which I should like to know about 
before taking the matter up with the local radio station 
for recordings, etc., and for advising the movie people 
of the possibilities for the news reels. 

I continue hearing nothing from the Bluff direction 
and somewhat regret that *-ay who seems tothink nothing of calling 
Mew Orleans nightly and Hollywood several times a week,might risk 
a chance on trying to bring me up to dape on what is 
cooking on the 0 ooper. I suppose James may be heading toward the 
East coast, but that is merely a guess, based on the fact I have 
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heard from him in several days. 1 suppose he is following that 
old, old custom of his of going places first and mentioning 
it afterward, which is perfectly alright except in she cases 
as when I was trying to catch up with him in Florida to engineeer 
the romance and as in the present instance when, if 1 knew he 
was panning to pick up one or more ladies off yonder, 1 
might h a ve a little better chance to know whn some sort of a contact 
might possibly be in the offing, there bye giving me a better 
opportunity to see how much more time 1 have to mull over the 
Uncfe Tom thing beforepassing the news for preparations along to 
the wire services, etc. 

But I don't spend all my day wailing for lack of contacts, 
and, as a matter of fact, I sometimes get to many of them. This 
morning at 4:45 was a case in point. I was taking an early morning di 
when someone tapped at my door. Much swifter than Venus arising 
from her sea shell, I leaped out of my tub and responded to 
find Mitchell, the axe, standing there. Me said : 

>. i, . .. ■>" ' 

"Godd morning . the boss sont me to se.e how much 

it rained last night . .How much did it ." 

I allowed as how I had no idea but 1 could tell him 
for sure that it was quite damp in the bathtub. 

The plantation is forever breaking its rain gages but mine 
seems to have had better luck over the years and so J. H, knows that 
the instrument on the gate, at the entrance to the avant-cour ca» be c 
upon. And sinpp none of the field hands, assembling early at the 
store, will admit they canno.t read the gage, they inv^.ri n blyreply in i 
affirmative when he ask them if they can go and read it and they, 
of course, passing sip by the thing to reach Yucca, have no more idea 
the man in the moon what it actually records and therefore contact me 
to read it for them so they can go back with the report The 
man in the cage, down in the subway who makes change would be no more 
surprised than 1 about the rain, were someone to rushfrom the street, 
jump down the steps into that underground cave and ask of the subway 
resident how much the wind was blwoing. 

, , s b-j'jvv ilo*u bv. \ 1 . e:.LV-w ..&V 

Shreveport friends of Celeste arrived 2 hours late for a tour 
thi8afternoon. They had paused at Beaufort instead of coming 
direct . The artist d a shed across the cotton patch between showers whi\ 
the people were here, bringing a pretty picture she had just stirred u| 
She did two good ones out of five last week which is a pretty good av 
for such speed . 


si 


no* 






Wednesday, May 1st, 1957. 


Memorandum: 

Such a dry day, I must remark upon it, for it 
rained only half an inch. The bayous between Melrose and Montrose 
are beginning to rise from previous rains, however, and 
to spread over the pastures so that Compton cattle in that locality 
were moved into some remote Melrose pastureage this morning as 
against further mountings of the waters. At the present time, 
however, it would seem that Red River may be contained 
within its b a nks which i3 a great help, and if the Mississippi 
doesn't get too much of ijhe water from the melting snows in 
the Middle West, Red isn t likely to b a ck up, — I hope. 

.The postman made his rounds today but had no first clase items 
for me which gave me a chance to look into one or two things 
from yesterday's go-round. The letter from the Johnsons of 
Portland contained a snapshot of Mrs. Johnson, as taken by 
her husband last year. I haven't read the letter as yet, — 
it is long hand, —but I shall enclose the snapshot which, I 
believe, reveals a part of the bandage I was wearing a year ago 
on my right elbow. I had forgotten that element that 
ujent into last spring's doings until the secretary called my 
attention to it. v 

The never failing indebtedness 1 owe to little Miss Lee came 
up as evidence today when 1 cast about for a suitable illustration 
for the thing I shall do for the Cane River Memo of next week ,— 
a few remarke concerning Uncle Tom. With the festivities 
of the unveiling of the bronze tablet at Hidden Hill on 
May 12th, it seemed to me especially appropriate that the 
photograph, —glossy, —of the Land of Uncle lorn plate should 
be used, and,, thanks to that Lady of Lyme, it was here to 
h a nd in duplicate and could be loaned to the Enterprise for 
a day to make the cut. 

. 

Tomorrow or Friay, the Enterprise will carry a likeness 
of the ceiling in the Lemee House about which I shall have ^something 
to say in this week's issue while next week, in the Uncle om 
thing, I shall make a few observations concerning the cont+overy 
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that invariably rages whenever the press breathes a word about 
Madam Stowe or he fictional hero, I suppose the owners of 
the plantat ion will be disappointed, possibly even a little dis¬ 
pleased when I fail to sound the trumpet for galvanizing their 
possessions as being part and parcel of the ^03pel according 
to la Stowe, But regardless of that, I shall undoubtedly 
consider the whole business in a somewhat broader ligbel, , 

contenting myself with observing, perhaps, that if la Stowe didn t 
m a ke use of the McAlpin material, she did a remark a ble job of 
hitting the nail on the head regardless. 


At this moment Ora tele honed to say she had been reading Lyle 's 
chapter on the McAlpin business and thought 1 might be interested, 

Lyle sqys he had recently visited the cemtery where the affadavit 
of a slave states McAlpin was buried, and Lyle refers to it as 
on a hillside and as being o pile of bricks without marker, Mow 
I should like to know if Lyle was looking in the right place, for 

the old McAlpin graveyard .I know isn't on a hillside to begin with, 
a nd I'm wondering if McAlpin was really buried there in an unmarked 
grave or if, by chance, he was hauled over to Cloutierville where 
his neighborhor and business partner, bid Mctrkoe is buried complete 
with tombstone • I can see I ahdL 1 have to do a bit of researching 
on my own hook to satisfy my curiosity if for no other reason. 

If one but had the money to make a few educational films under 
3ome such auspices as a Storm oundation, it might be a likely 
subject to do something ~bout, borrowing the name of Mrs, Stowe's 
.subsequent volume, ~Key to Uncle Tom's Cabin, and do some 
pictorial shots of some of these places, 

\ ‘ 5 . . ; ' T . T , '• SV. 

On the political front, 1 havr been impressed during the past couple 
of days by the endorsement given by the Louisiafrna Senators 
and the democratic State Chairman to r, Hisenhoueir s t 
appointeee to a Federal bench, —John Minor Wisdom, dL 1 

Democrats swearing the *isdom appointment is just fine although, in fact, 
Wisdom spear-headed the *isenhower For President forces in this State, 

As I understand it, the President never appoints a man to such a poisition 
if either Senator from the State expresses repugnance to the selected 
man, I'm wondering what compensation was offered the democratic Senators 
to approve the appointment of this Republican by a ^epuil-icaH President,,, 
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Thursday, May Slid, 1957, 


Memo randum: 


I cannot tell you how indebted I am to little 
Miss Lee for her Tuesday air mail. How characteristically 
thoughtful of you to give me an over-all account of 
recent doings and to provide me with some notion 
a s to what that Marshall woman is up to and when 
she is likely to be terminating her present vi3it. 

It just chanced that two overseers from 
Hidden Hill Plantation and a colored woman of St, 

Sion's Church down yonder came to see me late in the 

afternoon, following the visit of a secretary who had 

run through the mail with me, their mission being a dual 

one, for not only were they instructed to invite me again 

to participate in the Services scheduled for May 12th,— 

this on the part of the owner in Houston who assured a car would 

be sent, etc,, but the y had brought the colored woman 

with them to purchase a picture of a Baptisin' from 

5 he artist which the members of her church, in 

gratitude to the Houston owner for having repaired it for 

them, had taken up a c ollection in order to purchase a 

gift in the form of the painting to send to Houston, 

They had been disappointed that the artist had no picture at 
a ll to sell but she had told them she thought I might 
be able to help them and , qf course, I was. There was 
3ome fear that thiir wouldn t be enough money in their 
collection to secure the patnting but I wasn-t troubled 
by such doubts and the woman was so entrancea that she 
had actually s ecure what they feared would not be available 
that she nearly wept. It was all very touching and all 
very pleasant and 1 was doubly indebted to little ^iss Lee 
for the message that had come to hand in order that I could 
get some notion as to Spnday the 12th and whether 
I would want the car being offered, etc, 

mm ! O > . b W • - ' 

■Tt goes without saying that 1 an delighted little Miss Lee 
and the other lady had such a pleasant evening together, and 
I appreciate the trouble 3he took to explain how she handled 
various matters and I thought the clipping about the 
Jeffe son Pilgrimage so charac eristic of such forethought, 

I think the whole business beautifully and graciously executed. 


•iti 
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The conclusions,you drew concerning our dews and daps , 
as gathered from the press, appear perfectly logical. Red 
River Us terribly high but I believe is going to hold and 
except for rising b a yous, it doesn t appear we are going to get 
our footsies damp. It rained todafi but only a few minutes 
thU morning and tonight, contrary to ram predictions, the 
stars are out. 

J. H, and Celeste headed out for Hew Orleans about 1 0:30 
this morning which quite unexpectedly g a ve me a job of antique 
b a by sitting tonight at d so I missed all the Tomas-Beatty 
Harrow news but at 10 o'clock I caught up with reports and 
learned to my astonishment that Senator McCarthy had died. 

I had forgotten to take a picture of a Kentucky scene 
for Madam Regard when I went over there at 6 o clock and 
on thinking of it qround 7:30, I returned here for a moment to 
qet it for her and jU8t as I entered, my telephone rang and 
a lady said: "Hello, — I'm calling you from Hew ork...and 
1 think she is the sweetest person 1 ever met in my life. 

I was surprised by the call but no at all surprised about what 
was said concerning little Miss lee who obviously made 
a tremendous hit and I was naturally delighted. -Uie 
first thing 1 had to hear about was the marvel little Mias Lee 
had performed in securing the Satu day afternoon entry to 
what apparently had been much, much desired and blessings 
on said little Miss Lee all a round. 

I gather Carolyn is leaving for Charleston on'Saturday 
or Sunday which ought to get her there after K a y and oames have 
left, giving her an opportunity to spend a day or so with 
Aunt " illie before hoping a plane for Shreveport or Hew rleans, 
and so eventually get to M&tchitoches to pick up her car 
by Sunday, the 12th 

While I think of it, let me recommend to your attention 
a delectable cracker which, so far as I know, is new on 
the market. It's name strikes me as odd , — Pizza , 
which sounds more like a leaning tower than something to eat. 
Somebody here from Shreveport yesterday or the day before brought 
me a box. They have a taste of tomato about them and are 
delicious. They are made in Chicago by urke or some such 
name. If you don t find them in your fair city and if I can 
discover any in this area, I shall send you a sample. 

But I must break off and fold as the hour is late and tomorrow 

y ° U /0r 
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Friday, M a y 3rd, 1957. 


Our nice damp weather continues but with smaller 

quantities of rain during the day but more frequent 
rinkles and the thermometer hovering more or less 
Constantly between a 65 low and an 85 high which seems to 
be ideal for making the gourd and pumpkin vines grow, not to 
mention other things, including weeds. 

Today's mail wasn't much and I learned little more 
a bout Kay s plans from a mes’ letter than I knew before. 

A letter from Kay which I have struggled through only 
in part, it was her intention to pass this way this week end but 
from >ames, it would seem that such plans have changed or 
perhaps haven t. Why he should be going to Jacksonville to 
pick up Kay tS drive her back to Hew rleans isn t clear since 
the Register family bus is in HewOrleans. Perhaps they are 
getting a new one on the East coast. 

As for the letter from Helon Hughes, I 
make little more sense out of it than all the others coming to 
h a nd during the past couple of years, nearly everyone of which 
has revealed that they had taken up residence in sme other 
city or are repeating repatriation in some old home town, — 

Little “ock a couple of times, Lakje Charles at least twice, Settasoto 
once anyway and Hew rleans I can t recall how many times. 

Surely there must be something w rong with their heads in the 
Wandderlust section. 

The atchitoches papers goes forward in the same mail 
with thi3 letter. 1 he picture of the ceiling of the upper 
story in the Lemee House appears in the lower left hand 
corner of the front page and I belie vve the few paragraphs 
I did about it appear on the second page. Hone of it is much but 
perhaps you will be able to make a little something out of the 
newspaper picture to give you some notion as to the 
remarkable appearance of the part of the Lemeeq House the 
ladies of the Hysterical Society decided to ignore as 
being of no interest. A couple of telephone* from 


e 
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town suggest that some of the ladies thought I was getting 
off the tr ck, —at least is was nobody's business, what 
was upstairs in the Lemeee House but since the place 
belongs to the city, X think it is everybody's business, and 
whether or not the thing might be classed as private or 
public, X think it well that somebody remarks upon the 
tthe fact that, even as Melrose, is pretty good whether 
a nyone more concerned with it than the writer recognises it 
or not. 

t ut tomorrow all the ladies will be gathering, as usual, 

on all Saturday*afternoons, to while away an afternoon at 
bridge at the *Iks Club and there undoubtedly will be much buzzing 
a nd I shall be hearing dL 1 about what this one and that one, and 
especially what adam Beaufort had to say about the piece 
in the paper. This really ought to be raw meat for Beth 
who has studied one year at the rbonne but what she studied 
I never knew although she claims she studies "Restoration , 
of all things, —a course ~bout which ', and 

' susject i obody else ever heard of Everyone except Beth 
seems' to agree that she should long sincq have taken a course 

inRestoration of the Mi&d but that doesn t make her so much 
different from many another soul of whome we have heard. 

I assume Natchitoches Parish, or at least limited portions 
of it will get its footsies damp in the present inundations but 
I think we shall be ccmparativelyly little effect here. 

I understand water knocked out the main Highway No. 1, 
on the West bank of Hed -*iver 10 or 15 miles a love 
town today but the East bank highway, --No. 71, is 
functioning although it is thought communication between 
that road and Natchitoches will be cut shortly. ut 
North-South traffice will be maintained by some lateral 
roads, I believe and the No. 1 Highway was under only 14 
inches of water this noon and it is thought it will not go 
much higher which, 1 suppose, would enable cars to 
negotiate 3uch stretches unless the road foundations 
a re washed out. The five day prediction over the 
radio from the Weather B uru ^ a wa3 f or rain but the 
suggestion was that it wasn t expected to be in excessive 
amounts, —X hope. 

X suppose J. H. and H Celeste will e returning from 
New -rleans tonight. I b a by-sotted" tonight and enjoyed it, 
what with Madam P.eagrd quite gay....... 


/ 
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Sunday, May 5th, 1957. 


Memorandum• 

Fourty eight hours of blue sky, sunshine, stars, a 
waxing moon, a brisk cool breeze out of the North and 
a thermometer that "hoovers" betweeen 50 and 60. 

On Saturday morning when X went to the store with the mail, 
the door, usually open, was closed because of the breeze. As 
I unlatched it, I saw an elderly gentleman, perhaps in his 
70's, starting to come out .. He carried a crooked old stick 
as a sort of cane and X took him to be some ancient colored man 
who had come up, two or three days late, to get his old 
age pension check. Instinctively X stepped back, following 
the adage about age before beauty, and he bowed and came out on 
the gallery, followed by a dapper young man, a tall Eisenhower- 
looking gentleman wt\ om X recognized as tfr. Evans, followed by 
young Edgar Rogier, one of the overseer s of Hidden Hill, who had 
been to Yucca on Friday with the cook, Xeliah, and the other over¬ 
seer. Mr. Evans greeted me and presented the elderly gentleman with 
the old stick. He turned out to be f Mr. Wortham, the Houston 
millionaire, for whom the baptisin' had be secured on Friday. 

The dapper, rather short young man was also presented. I forget 
his name but his job is that of private pilot to Mr. Wortham 
who had heard about the local high water and had decided to 
fly over from Houston to see if next Hunday's festivities 
should be postponed or hot. 

Mr. Wortham and his party had dropped in to the office to 
talk with °. H, t whom Mr. Wortham had not bmet before, bout 
the high water and while in the office, had met Celeste who 
had 'come to the store with her out-going mail. 

Mr. Wortham was very pleasantand remarked that it 
apparantly required considerable imagination to determine correctly 
whether Red ^iver was going to "jump the track" and up-set the 
unveiling ceremonies a week hence. He added that he was glad to be 
able to speak of, imagination to me since it was his understanding that 
I had demonstrated I was acquai nted with the meaning of the word 
as evidenced by various undertakings X had engineered in theCane 
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River country. I told him that such reports were bound to be 

greatly exaggerated since many of us on Cane River spent 

most of our time looking in the direction of Houston and pondering 

on the imagination people from our neighboring state exercised in 

behalf of Louisiana's historic landmarks. was, even as the 

encounter began, a sort of "after you, my dear Alphanzo", 

and we all parted in a very gay mood. 

Two hours later I received a telephone call from Mr. Wortham's 
Prime Minister, asking me if it would be possible for me to inspire, 
and supervise the execution of a mural, to be painted under my 
guidance by the local artist, —somethng that would be suitable 
for the Uncle x om Museum down at Little Hva Plantation. 

I told the P. M. that I would make a round during the ensuing 
week to see what sp ce was to be embellished and would discusss 
the matter after that . I suppose, if the thing is well or 
poorly done, that particular mural will be seen by ..more pilgrims 
during the ensuing years than almost any other and without 
seeing the space it will occupy,-I turned to designing .a suitable 
layout for a preliminary sketch and shall have the artist 
toss off a dozen or so before undertaking the major one so that 
we may have a few in reserve before the newspaper and magazines 
get to going on the whole .developement. I dropped a untWillie 
a line this morning, observing that "nothing succeeeds like 
successs," a not very original thought, but one which may well 
apply in this case since the thing ought t to serve wonderfully 
to advertise the Hunter creations and so serve in various ways to 
further the success of the local artist . 

I envisiona pretty Uncle 1 om's Cabin concept, -with a log 
cagin at the right, partially softened by a gourd vine climbing 
up one corner of the shack. A little to the left, —did I say 


Monday, May 6th, 1957 
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quite spiffy and. equally black and she was little Eva, 
a nd then there was a negro in some raggedy, patched 
clothes, carrying a whip and he was Simon Legree and 
he was flanked by two little white French poodles and 
these were the bloodhounds, and 1 ga ve U P right then 
a nd there. But I shall come back to the attack again 
on the morrow. 


I went to town this morning, asCeleste was going in and 
I did a little business by way of a conference about copy 
at the newspaper and a round at Millspaugh s with some more 
primitive art. I saw Rosalind but chatted very briefly. I 
saw buries Cunningham who chatted a little in a very 
friendly fashion. It seems odd he never has mentioned 
the house-warming gift. 

Back home, I received a telephone call advising me that 
the "dedication of St. Simon's Church" was being postponed from 
next Sunday until Sunday of Ray 26th. I am delighted at this 
prospect, as it give much more time to prepare a lot of things. 

It is curious but everyone concerned with Little Eva Plantation 

seems' to feel that the dedication of the Church, newly 

3 et in order, is the important thing and haven t grasped yet 

that it will be the unveiling of the Uncle ■ i om''tablet 

that will provide press and radio interest. As for myself, 

I am beginning to get cold feet a bout this edication b usiness, 
for while I should be glad to participate in the unveiling 
o the tablet, I C an t quite see spending all day at a Church 
dedication in which the speech-making will undoubtedly be endlesi 

The po s t brought the gift from Alice ^oklas, —Bernard 
Fay's "Louis X71". It looks a little formidable in length. 

Of course I have no one to read it to me and should be f 
delighted to pas3 it along to little Hiss Lee but I don t 
want to burden her with it if she already has more stuff 
piled up around her than she can say grace over. If she will 
let me know if she would like it or would not like it, 

I shall be glad to be guided accordingly. 

The letter from Joe Henry was certainly laconic enough 
but I must say I found the article a nice one and I shall 
thank him for it accordingly. I do not want it back. 



Tomorrow the Natchitoches Garden Club journ ys to 
Hodges Gardens to spend the day. 1 shall be interested in the 
report, al ong a bout Wednesday, from the lady a cross the fence. 
Redkiver is misbehaving to the North of us but I think 
we shall not get any inundations and today they are planting 
cotton locally .. 


Tuesday, Ray 7Vh, 1957. 


Memorandum: 

I had so much pleasure last evening, turning again 
for the millionth time through Plaisir de France. I 
so often think when contemplating of other manifstations 
less lovely, how fortunate are those who Hue in a 
world civilisation capable of producing anything 
like a Christmas number of Plaisir de France. 

I was at the artist's this morning between 7-30 
a nd d when Celeste whizzed by in her fine Cadillac, 
heading out for Hodges gardens, I suppose. At ( 

9 I coffeed with Madam Regard who declared she couldn t 
see how Celeste could keep up the pace she has resumed, 
following her South American jaunt. She remarked that 
she had gone to town yesterday morning, returning at a 
quarter of 12 and had taken ojf for town again at 1 o'clock 
for some sort of an afternoon frolic and, reaching home 
at 6, had departed for town again at 7 to play cards 
at Madam Millsp a ugh 's, Observe the squirrel, whirring 
in his cage. 

At dinner today, J. R. mentioned that Joe called 
from 'Georgia last night, saying he was quitting his 
R. E. A. job as he had no intetion of working so hard. 

He said he would be he.ading this way about the 1st of June. 
Somehow Joe never seems to worry me but he certainly 
does drive everybody else nuts. Pat was down for t 
dinner today and J. H. remarked to him that he hadn t been 
able to contact his (Pat's) partner, the inference that 
the prospect of Joe making a visit was already d riving 
the youngest brother to drink. 

Everybody up and down Cane “iver is planting 
cotton like mad, what with a warm sun and the promise 
of scattered showers in the offing along a bout 
tomorrow. Apparantly nobody is contemplating high wate^r. 
According to the VeatherBureau, the crest of Red River s flood 
has passed Shreveport and is due, to arrive at rand Ecore 

' ' , 1 " ' 

i ., v .. ' r. ' t. 1 * * 
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Wednesday, Hay 8th, 1957 


at about 43 feet will be 
bout 48 hours, after whic\) 
__if predicted rains aren 


Memorandum : 

How nice to find in today's post that you had had a break 
on the °abbath and had made the most of it. 

My natal day will be the happier, thanks to the arrival 
of today's lovely letter with his special message of greetings 
The postmatis schedule seems to be operating on anything 
but a schedule and today, although arriving a little earlier 
than yesterday, he traveled rather light since he brought 
only the 1st class mail, not waiting for the train w hich 
would have provided him with the Shreveport newspapers and Zn> 
and parcel post sacks. He said they would be forth coming on 

The latest news of the Bed River doings is that the crest 
has arrived at Grand Score and will remain there for a couple 
of days, moving along southward leisurely so that it will 
crest at Alexandria on Saturday. A couple of huge dams m the 
Red River valley up Texas way were opened to rele is pressure 
up yonder and this additional huge volume of water is 
keeping the local crest at peak pitch for a prolonged 
period but apparantly the levees are holding alright, 
although r<jods to Shreveport and to Alexandria will continue 
under water for several days although the trains are still t 
running. J. H. went to Alexandria this fternoon but wasn t 
back at supper time. I suppose he traveled across the^orham h 
a nd so arrived by some Robin Hood's barn series of detours wes 

I had so glad you had the evening to look at primitives 
and an opportun ty to glance over the manuscripts and that you 
liked them and 1 think it so kind of you to have given the lao 
a look about on the commercial front. 


One of the paradoxes of the modernisation oj man aenuen.a. 
through the substituion of the cu to truck for the train 
in mail deliveries is the fact that with the auto trucks 
not being able to negotiate the highways, the trains are 
again taking o er. 

, Some time back, I didn't notice Just when, the 
blackbirds continued their northern migration but everybody 
in the immediate neighborhood of the bamboo hddges where 
they roosted, have a irritating reminder of thier visit. 

For the first time a-ny of us can remember, the birds left behind 
them not millions but billions of ticks. It isn t exceptional 
for one going beyond the sun dial to pick up a dozen m the 
space of a minute or two. They seem to be of a smaller variety 
than the native or.es, and the swelling they produce isn t 
much more than a. quarter of an inch wide and from an inch to 
and inch and a half in length, as opposed to the hill variety 
to tick that produces a swelling on me that is about half an ic 

wide to about 3 inches in length. I am grazeful for the 

miniature edition we are inundated by but as I have a bout 
35 or 40 under my skin at the moment, I find these smal 1 fry 
to be sufficiently impressive. I am going to take sulphur which 

to discourage them from remaining on one a nd I shall be glad whe 

the air planes begin dusting the cotton to eliminate 

these pests. ' . 

I am holding the thought the artist may not be painting 
for me tonight. 1 saw her along „ bout first dark, going home 
from her neighbor's, and by the way she was swinging her 
arms, rathe rigid , 1 had no illusions about the happy sate 
in whir.h she found the night coming on. Miss Hunter is a sight, 
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and the clerk mentioned this morning that her car is 3till at 
the motel in Natchitoches. Why he Bluff doesnJ make use of 
the telephone more frequently, I cannot imagine, -if B 
knew where Carolyn might be, could tell her that the ncle om 
thing is postponed until the 26t%h but B haven ft had the 
scratch of a pen and so B am indebted to you for what 
information B have as of now, 

Hasn’t that an interesting co-incidence at the Carlyle, 
Personally, B have never had anything by way of piano music 
which has half so much delighted me as the George /eyer records 
but somehow B never play them for anyone but myself, -- they mean 
so much to me, —they and their association in my heart with 
the ddnotUer call from Little Eva plantation today, saying a 
second request had come from Mr, Wortham, asking that the planta¬ 
tion again transmit a message by telephone to me, requesting my 
presence at the doings on the 26tU. B welcomed this 

to talk with the resident commissioner of the place 
to tell me was incredible, to wit, that all the 
to be centered on St, Simon Church and its dedication 
that Church has its own post bellum graveyard and 
fence in the ante bellum grae L ard, the marker on 


opportunity 
and wliat he 
festivities 
and that 


had 

are 


and that 


should 


that the V| 

Uncle ‘‘ora s grave and all, are already placed 
nobody will go there on the 86th unless someone like me 
ask if such a trip might be made, No wonder it is so 
difficult to try to rig up any sort of public relations in 
the press for people with such naive notions. Mr, Wortham 
and the colored preacher of St, Simons and B are supposed to 
be the speakers at the St, Simon dedication, --and not a word, 
a pparantly is to be mentioned about.Uncle '^om, leading 
a sk ”Why the fence aijd the bronze marker", aturally 

wire serviees wouldn t give a 
qL 1 of them would leap at the 


to 


1ine to the St, 
Uncle ‘B 0 m thing, 


one 
the 

Simon thing but 

^__ __ r _ What B think 

I sha^ll do, —assuming Carolyn ever swims Red River, is to 
run down to the Uncle 1 om graveyard and snap the pictures of 
the fence, tablet, ,etc., and go ahead with a story for release 
on the 86th, without being too nervous about ever making the 
St. °imon thing although * shall be glad to participate in 
the re-dedication of fust another negro church. B o;l t you find 
this odd, —the Wortham-Evans failure to sense the relative values 
of this business. 


Celeste today reported on her 
She chatted a few minutes with Mr. 
and he said he he fd B had visited 
but that Carplyn was going to make 
Carolyn will be interested to know 
to make the movie. DSommuch to chatter 
break off 


trip to dodges Garden. 

Hodges, mentio ing my i}ame, 
mg his place but hadn t met me 
a movie . and he hoped ta meet me. 
that Mr. Hodges,thinks she is going 


bout but I 11 


regardless,calling down blessings o» little Mis 3 Lee for 
the Sunday greeting that arrive so opportunetly in spite of high water 


O: 


Thursday, May 9th, 2957. 


Memorandum : 

Came the morning post and the sweetest card you ever 
selected and -the sweetest music anyone could ever imagine. 

For with the package from Byme came the new 
needle and with such a combination, 1 wasn^t long in 
beginning the pleasures of the day which have lasted straight 
through and which B shall continue after we have had 
our little chat. 

B mas entranced to find two of my favorite pieces both 
on the same record, —"A Pretty di r q j s Like A Mel ody n 
and Nola. And no sooner had I sampled my birthday greeting over 
and over again, B sampled the earlier one that B had felt forced 
to deny myself the enjoyment of absorbing until the new needle 
had arrived. Frankly, I lacked sufficient imagination 
to guess what Echoing from the Buda-Pest area would include 
although it does seem as thou ht B should have guessed that 
Franz Liszt and his Hungarian Rapsodies miyht well have been 
drawn heavily upon, a s, indeed, they were, and I was so 
glad that the 2nd and 15th both figured in the doings for 
B find sections of both much to my liking. And 
Herr Feyer had handled the whole busines3s all the way 
from Broadway to Buda-Pest wity such somsummate art and artistry 
that 1 am altogether thrilled to add these to my special 
collection and B propose running through Paris, and More 
Pari3, Vienna and all before B eventurally get around to 
call, it a day. 

The post brought the enclosures from he Bluff and 
one of the two letters from North Hollywood, the first one 
h a ving arrived from Brma a couple,of weeks back, Bt seems 
so odd Brma, of all people, doesu t make use of a typewriter,' 
especially as B understand her long hand le a ves something 
to be desired. 4 

Bf you have difficulty with Miss Nellie's, B think 
it contains nothing of any especial$ interest, Bt is 
so good to see the envelopes continue coming, however 
since in themselves they proclaim that she is making 


it. 
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Friday, May 1Oth, 1957. 


I had coffee with Madam R gard at 9, the other 
lady having already gone some place or other. Last year, as 
I recall, they forgot my birthday for a few days and apparently 
the same obtained this year, so far as a precise day was 
concerned. At supper J. H. didn t mention natal days but 
he did say he had seen an ice box pe a ch pie in town and 
carved me a large slab, remarking he knew I liked pie ana 
I suspect he may have remembered, —he is always so astonishing 
in recoiling things having nothing to do with his usual 
interests. 

Mrs. Charles Wood came down this afternoon, the first time 
I had seen her since the October Pilgrimage although she 
frequently talks on the telephone. She brought me a fine sponge 
a nd some mighty fine custard and I shall have a go at same when 
the *'eyer program gets under way a little later. 

A telephone from Marshall this noon revealed that Carolyn 
had touched home base Wednesday night, he connection was poor 
and I didn t learn much although I gathered the Bluff 
Monday and Tuesday visit left something to be desired and that 
she planned to pass this way on Sunday, en route to Mew Orleans. 
P.ed River is still rising at Grand Ecore and so the 
road to Alexandria will still be closed but she can make it 
to Hatch i toe he s from Marshall via bU3 or train and, having 
picked up her car, can head on south through a couple of 
detours. I cun hoping she may find the weather bright 
enough on Sunday to get a shot of the fence and the marker at 
Uncle '-Com s grave which ought to provide just the right 
material for the May 26th stories for the newspapers. I am 
still gasping that the Wortham-Evans people are giving no 
thought to the Uhcle u 'om thing but are concentrating exclusively 
on the re-dedication of the St. ^imon Church. I 
was glad to hear a most pleasant reference to little Miss Bee 
a nd shall be looking forward to further particulars on Sunday, 


ca 


Mr. 

was 

dam 

qiid 


1 didn t do much talking although I did tell her that 
Hodges Rad remarked to Celeste on Tuesday that Carolyn 
going to do a movie of the gardens. In view of the gashed 
at Old &onita, I thought such a lift would be timely, 
as she asked me to repeat, I assume my calculation was 


out 


cofreet. 


It rained in town 
river continues rising 
further 
e 

fo 


xrther upward » ,iI lA afJV&A i ct*l& msneigt&tl on 


today but it was sunny and warm he.re % , J» 
at rand Rcore but 


little Mias 

same so happy 


Memorandum : 

It was such a lovely musicale last night f what 
with all the Hungarian Rapsodies and the. Holas and all. It 
was such a pleasant natal day all ground, thanks to little Miss 
Lee. 


Today was very warm and although scattered showers had 
been promised, no clouds ever got around to curtain the 
amazing blue of heaven and tonight s moon is magnificient. 

There is one parallel between the 1957 and the 1945 
high water phenomenon in that the effects of the rain come into 
full realisation only after days of dampness have elapsed and the 
rising water sparkles under a summer's sun. It was said 
the road between Melrose and Montrose went under water 
during last night and although^g/are are still using 
that highway, the trip is made amidst a great swish of water, 
especial ly if the autos donSt slow down. This 
water is from the hills and is piling up because Red River is 
so high the Cane River- bassin cannot drain into the larger 
river, vastly swollen by the release of waters from the 
Lunnison Bam in Texas which has kept the crest of the 
Red River at Grand Ecore at a high point for days on end. 

There is some fantaaic figure like three hundred aid fifty 
thousand cubit feet per second which sounds like a heap 
of water, being released b, the Dennison Dam which keeps Red River 
so high and thus brings about the local inundations. The Army engineee 
explained they wished to protect the fancy establishments on 
the shores of the u ennison Reservoir from getting damp 
although all such properties were built on Government property 
which is plainly marked it is said at the highest point 
the wa er in the Reservoir could reach in case of high water. 

But people having fine homes overlooking the Reservoir have blandly 
built themselves boat houses, etc., for their convenience and 
it is this squattor property that is being protected for the 
conveniehce of the wealt y few which is causing the hundreds of 
thousands of acres for the balance of’ the river to be inundated and 
homes washed away and the Lord knows what all. Lt seems to be 
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a flagrant example of the tax payer '3 money being spent ostensibly 

to benefit the general public and ending up by being operated to 
satisfy the whims of a very, very small minority, I believe 
pressure has been put on the Senators from this section, Ellender, Long 
etc., to call upon the Army engineeers to mend their ways. When first 
called to a accounting t e engineers suggested a date two 
weeks hence which was an insult on the face of it and so 
another demand was made for action today and I believe something 
U a s been accomplished to close the flood gates on the Reservoir 
which was said to be less than a ha^f filled to begin with, but, as 
the engineeers explained, they didn t want to inconvenience 
property holders ad facet to the Reservoir, some of whose property 
had been erected on Government land closer to the margin of 
the Reservoir than the law allowed. Can you imagine such 
impertinence. 

I saw both ladies at coffee and was present with 
a wine glass from each which I thought very nice. I find 
Madam Regard rather frail in appearance but her daughter is 
still oging great guns and T noticed she flew off to town 
slap after high noon dinner, —more card business, 1 reckon. 

On the garden side, the seed from the Garden Show or 
Flower Show, are doing wonderfully. Some of them are already six inch ^ 
tall and at the rate everything is growing, they ought to be 
"studying a bout" putting out some buds almost ax y old time. 

I was awakened about Si 30 this morning by what, had I been in 
California, I would have charged off to an earth quake but which, in 
view of the presence of Fort Pok 50 miles to the West and the 
presence at the momexxt of the war games 4 A realised must 
be some of the military doings. We don t ee maxi y soldiers 
but the planes are frequently bussing over head, day and night. 

The big old magnolia by the side gate is pretty thoroughly ( 

covered with blossoms now and the one hard by tite Blessed Martin 3 
Chapel is also heavily festooned with great white dinner plate looking 
blossoms and the perfume by St. Gigging foun ain is wonderful tonight 


The lines in the lovely card from Lyme continue running 
through my mind at the close of this very pleasant week end 
and again all my thanks go to little Mi33 Lee for having made 
3uch a happy one ...... 


it 


Sunday, May 12th, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

How let me see where L wa3 when the last customer 
came in, to quote an ancient phrase within living memory. 

I guess it must have been Friday night about 9 and 
1 can t be sure if it was just before I had finished or just 
after 1 had done with the day's memo when 1 had a 
birthday call from Aunt Willie. She seemed gay and chipper 
and among other things I spoke of her failure to enclose 
the clipping she mentioned in her last letter which she had 
not included. She lingered long on when L thought I make 
a round at The Bluff, —always a good question not likely 
to be answered off hand at a single sitting. 

Last night at supper, J. H. asked me if I should like 
to ride around a bit to observe the high water. I would. 

We ventured and succeeded in ne otiating the Melroe - 
Montrose lane although we drove for more than a mile 
through a solid, sheet of water perhaps 8 to 10 inches 
in depth. I understand that the water has risen today so 
that no cars can make it now. 

On arriving at Montrose, we turned South, detoured 
for a few miles to view ayou Derbenne in back of Montrose 
and then returned to the cement and proceeded south to Berry, 
with water stretching for miles on both sides of the 
highway. The Texas and Pacific railroad parallels the 
road through this section and although T saw no place 
where the tracks were under water, the surface was up 
to the.railroad ties for a long ways. This-i3 water from the 
hills that came down from the skies a week or so back and 
has been accumulating because it cannot drain into 
Red River, too high to receive it. Red has failed a foot 
at Shreveport but remains at a stand of 40 some odd feet at 
Grand Ecore. t is estimated that the water will continue 
to pile up here for another IS) days or two weeks. 

Fortunately the greater part of the land thus inundated is 
psture laixd although there are a few cases in which the 
planted cotton fields have been submerged but none 
n on Melrose. 

me “Urisar. d 
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I see I typed over the same lines at the bottom 
of the fore-going page, 

I was saying I was glad of the opportunity to 
talkkwith J, U . while riding concerning the Soil Bank, Be 
says that he doesn t know but doubts if the President understood 
it very well but tRat he knows Ezra Taft Benson disapproved of 
the thing which was frankly put over on the public for 
strictly political purposes to win the mid west for the 
Republicans last November, N e says that at the time 
nearly everyone conversant with such matters knew that the 
thing was Just a political trick and while it succeeded 
in its sole purpose of keeping the Republicans in power, 
although they might have controled it anyway, still it was 
„greed in advance it was a fraud and would have to be done away 
with as soon as it was politically wise to dump it over board which 
is now being done, 1 t seems scandalous, that such things 
should be perpetrated not only on the farmers but on the 
tax payers generally, merely to guarantee politicians 
their jobs. 

The upholsterer delivered the arm chair on Saturday, 
the one 1 occupy just behind my desk here when using 
my reading machine, Lt is done in a fabric that looks 
like red leather and is quite spiffy. Celeste had a couple 
o chairs done for her house and moaned that the bill 
for the fhree pieces came to 11 5 dollars. With the 
plantation paying dividends in extra measure, 1 reckon this 
item will not put anybody into bankr pcy, 

Carolyn telephoned from Marshall this morning saying 
she was not going to get away from there before 
tomorrow evening and 1 am hoping we may get some 
pictures of St, Simon s Church, Uncle Tom s new fence and 
the bronze tablet on Tuesday morning, assuming she remains 
at the I, S, Willard residence tomorrow night. In 
ai ticipation of having some suitable pictures, 1 devoted 
much of my afternoon to doing an article that may 
be used for the J ’ime3 Picayune, the Baton Qouge Advocate, 
the Hoston Chronicle and so on,There were quite a 
few interruptions as L labored, —Dr, and Mrs. Agarella 
and.other folks passing this way, but with a dab of fixing, 

I think the stuff is about read to accompany the 
pictures and, unless I am greatly mistaken, the 
newspapers ought to grab the story. 




The w eather remains hot and humid and we had a couple of 

and as most of the cotton 
gourds . 
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Honda , Hay lZth, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

"Not only do I like everything she does but 
I like the way she does it," 

Such is the quotation from that Marshall woman 
when speaking tonight of little Miss Lee, 

Somehow it seemed to take the words right out of my mouth ai 
I pass them along forthwith by way of confirming what is 
bound to be already known. 

Our hot, humid, showery weather continues and 
the surface waters continue to rise although Red lk iver 
is said to be falling slightly. As the rains continue, 
however, and as Red remains too high for carrying off 
this day-to-day increase in sky water, the breadth of 
of expanse covered by the over-burdened bayous goes on at a 
steady pace, 

Carolyn thought she was .taking a bus from u hreveport 
to *utchitochesbbt learned at the bus station that 
service has had to be discontinued. Fortunately the 
railroad station isn^t far from the bus terminal and 
she had 4 or 5 minutes to make the train, which she did 
a nd got donw here late this afternoon, 

For our initial sitting, we limited ourselves to 
little Miss Lee and to aspects of merchandizing primitive 
art. If little 
our fault . 


Miss Lee s ears didn t burn, it wasn t 


We drove down to Little Eva Plantation 
at first dark to see about the general layout and will 
proceed down yonder early tomorrow morning, holding 
the thought that the weather may be favorable for pictures, 
both of St, ^imon's in its new position, for Mr. Wortham 
h a d it turned around sometime after Carolyn had take a shot 

at it last cotton time. And it is te^be.hoped that 
we may proceed, to. the. graveyard, on the Tiillsiae where 
Uncle Tom's new bronze tablet has recently been placed and 
the whole business "rigged up" so as to make the 
Times Picayune in time for the 26th, which x doubt. 
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Tuesday, May 14th, 1957, 


As the secretaries did not arrive until after 
Carolyn did, I waved them off until the morrow, Among 
other items in the post, I noticed a letter from la Monte span, 

I ah not curious to know what she has to say for herself but 
I am hoping that it may suggest she is going to emain 
where she i 3 and not return to her former hunting 
fields, 

The concensus of the 57th Street dealers seems to be 
that the Hunter coposition and coloring are first rate Some 
expressed an inquiry regarding the possibility that she might 
brush up on her shadowing. Apparently the Etienne Galleries 
have lots of primitive paintings by others than Grandma Moses 
but found something special in the Hunter things • Carolyn 
is going to make 25 or 30 transparencies, or whatever they 
call the small films in full color, covering a wide 
range of Hunter compositions and these will be forwarded 
to Etienne and something may be. done about cards in sets 
of 12 to be printed in full color in Europe. It is 
my understanding that Etinne will put on a show this next 
season under the general heading of Southern "ainters 
n nd 5 or 6 d unter things will be included, At the 
same time, some restorer of paintings on Madison 
Avenue is asking for four pictures, paying whatever price 
is desired for three with,the fourth being 

bad deal for him as 
get for those for which he pays 
undoubtedly make a generous 
through the sale of the 
It would appear 
provide as good a 

channel for supply the better New l’ork market as might be 
arranged although x shall hav to go into details 
a bit before making a final decision, 

Apparently the little visit a-t the Bluff, 
following the Manhattan interlude, was pleasant but 
v n guely enervating, what with scads of social calls to 
be made in and about Charleston I am under the 
impression the visitor would have preferred a day or two 
to collapse at he Bluff but that didn t seem to be in the cards! 

In Manhattan, 1 understand the dinner in 3rd Avenue and 


his commission, This isn t a 
he can charge whatever he can 
a stiupla-ted sum and therebye 
profit while at the same time 
fourth, realise an added profit . 
these .two possible outlets might 


the theatre 

pleasantest 


ill 


11 owing, and 
a round, 


the "van Gogh interlude were the 


Memorandum: 

Now we are really beginning to get the water, what 
with an inch and four tenths cascading down this noon 
and waters rising to such a point that nearly e verything 
is under as between Me.lro3e and Montrose , Perhaps 
Red *iver will begin to go down a little if the^rmy engineers 
ever getaround to turn off the flow from the Dennison Dam 
in Texas so that the local bayous and river can begin feeding 
into Red, still several feet higher than the local 
tributaries, 

Frances enry dropped in around 9:50 this morning 
to see if 1 would serve wine when the Fort Pok people 
come next Tuesday, . But I didn't let her linger long as 
Carolyn i rrived a few minutes later and, in view of the 
appearance of the sky, it seemed wisethat we should get 
going on the ncle 1 om photograhic mission. 

We stopped at Little Eva and got a shot of St, Simon's 
Church and then proceeded a quarter of a mile or so further South 
and, leaving the car, walked the railroad track for a quarter 
of a mile until we came to Hidden Hill which is, indeed, a 
hidden hill, for it arises abruptly from the river which, because 
bushes and trees is scarcely noticeable, The railroad 
track slices by its cut through the hill into two parts 
and we walked to the top of the smaller of these two where 
we found the iron fence enclosing the bricks at the 
head of which the bronze marker i a placed. Pine trees cover 
much of the hill and the occasional break in the 
clouds let the shunshine filter through the brances, 
m a king a pretty patter on the tablet . Carolyn got 
three photographs, all of which, I believe, will 
turn out very nicely. 

By the time we had descended to the railroad 
track, the sky was completely overcast, and_ derk clouds 
were rolling on the northern and western 
horizons, t>ut we made it back to the car and 
were almost to Derry, heading toward town, when 
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P.S. —Forgot to say yesterday, regarding Rudolph's 
wherein he mentioned being Judge of Hand Weaving at 
my secretary read it, and re-read it that Rudolph served 
as Judge of the hand waving at Fort Worth. Don't 
you love that.. 


letter, 
Fort Worth, 


f 
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had 


the rains began. We stopped at the Town House for 
a bite and thence on in to town to the lumber yard 
to get some wall hoard and have it cut in appropriate 
sizes as against whatever next the artist may 
undertake. 

$ 

Carolyn then brought me home but didn t 
pause as it was almost 3 and she wanted to~make it 
to Marshall over detours in hopes of arriving before 
dark. She spoke so often of little Miss Lee and it 
was almost a three-some• 

Somebody was telephoning when 1 reached Yucca but 
when 1 picked up the receiver, as sometimes happens 
on this 'I'ooernillle party line, the thing 
kept right on ringing regardless but every once in 
a while 1 could hear a voice in the pause between 
rings, 1 suggested hanging up and trying again but 
the person was so busy talking that no attention was 
paind to my recommendation, . As near as 1 could make 
out, the corporation had accepted some recommendation x 
come up with when asked to give the thing aflame as 
the.y get going to restore the non-existent Fort St, ean Baptiste 
the first latchitoches fort was called, 1 gathered, 
too, that I had been named a member of the Board 
which, if true, is very nice although 1 think they 
would have done better to name someone more enthusiastic 
about the 1714 Uatchitoches than I, for I incline 
toward centering my entuusiasms on the period that f 

Drimar.ily might be styled ante-bellum, —18 03 to the 18 60 s« 

Pat andEugene and I supped together tonight, 

J learned from Pat that Mr. Youngblood, the over¬ 
seer., and Mr. MacDonald, the garage operator, are both 
leaving forthwith. Thye 8ay they are going to 
go into raising young chickens by the thousand, some place 
near Uatchitoches, —the town of Flora or Floral or whatever 
the. name of the place is. Both will be the happier, 
and especially their wives, I suppose, for both 
famlies hail from hill billy communities and 
the social life at Melrose must be on the dull side for them, 
if, indeed, the hill billies hav any social life, as 
I suppose they must. 

And thus truns the.workd and it is sprinkling 
againand I shall find sunshine in the Feyer discs tonight.... 


Wednesday, May 15th, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

It has been trying so hard to rain during 
the past 84 hours but has succeeded only in producing 
a n occasional drizzle. The thremometer is at 88 and 
the humidity at about 98, suggesting that we 
are sweltering. And the presence of such vast 
expqn3e3 of stagnant water naturally brings forth 
a vast abundance of insects of varying types 
a nd I am getting in touch with the proper authorities 
on the morrow to suggest an air p.ane do a bit of spraying 
over this section to reduce the number of winged 
inhabitants although, if there chance to be any 
real angels lurking a bout, I hold the thought 
they may escape the ghastly dew.. 

I don't recall if I mentioned the lady doctor 
dropped in for a brief chat on Saturday, bringing 
her daugher, Desiree, and the latter's nurse, with her. 

I thought the lady doctor appeared fairly relaxed 
although it is said she is on the go professionally 
for ahout 84 hours of the day. I think she is 
putting on a little weight and it was the more 
notice n ble because she obviously was not wearing 
aorset''or any other sort of binder. She is as wild 

daughter as she declares her husband is and 
at about 18 months is as birght as 


bout her 
the child 
n button. 
hair very 


She a sked me if I 
plainly, it is so 
had the impression that 
it was brown. Next day 
seen the 
child s hair 


could see the child s 
lovely. I said I 
it was black and she said 
I asked Madam Regard who had 


child several times recently what color the 
might be and she said it was black-black. 
The little girl \s really quite dark of skin, too, and 
I assume it will not get lighter with the passage 
of the years. By the time she reaches maturity, 

I hope, color will not enter into consideration so much 
as at present but even so, I t ink.the young lady when 
getting a round to the.marriage stage, will or at least 


I 
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may experience a few difficulties when it is 
realized she is an adopted daughter, for it 
must be obvious to everyone except the adopted 

parents that the child carries a trace of Africa, albeit filterec 
in her veins. 

Carmen telephoned me thismorning to get 
Lyle's Aunt Maude's address, reading me a letter 
from the Wortham-Evans folks from over Houston 
way. They want to see if t ey can get a picture 
of Madam Stowe and Robert McAlpin and they are getting 
no where on that particular tack. The letter to Carmen 
also announced that they had "found" the 
grave of Simon Legreee on the top of the hill near 
that of u ncle T 0 b and that they were having 
another bronze tablet cast to mark s aid Legree's 
grave. I haven't a doubt that with such 
business in the cards, it will end up that 
by some future twist, what with the graves and markers 
being found so close together, that a legend will 
start that Uncle Tom was not a negro but a mulatto 
a nd half brother of old °imon or some such. I shall 
send this information along to Carolyn and 
she can insert it or not in the article I 
had recommended and drawn up in rought 
sketch and passed along to her. I become more and more 
puzzled as to why I should be participating in the 
May 26th re-dedication festivities at St. Simon's, 
which is quite a piece from the cemetery of the 
bronzes, and I. am wondering if they, —the 
Wortham-Evans crowd, are planning other celebrations 
for the cemertery later. I gather that Carolyn 
doesn t see the story in the Uncle ■*om monument which 
Mr. Bffckerman and I do and T know not how the thing 
will turn out 

Today's post was cluttered up with a lot of 
secondary . stuff, people writing for tour appointments, 

High School students asking for plantation data, etc., 

and so I concentrated on that aud saved the rest 

for the morrow when T 0 an digest a hand written letter from 

Hina Mclnnis, something from Schwanberger of Linz, Austria,— 

the "Letters Abroad" number, etc., etc, not to mention 

la Monte span. 

What ahodge-podge this letter turned out to be, 
b t there i3 always the morrow and perhaps I shall 
do better. And now for a go at Mr. Feyer and thence 
to the downy couch .. 
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Thursday, May 16th, 1957 • 


Memorandum : 

We are in full summer, —around 90 during the day, 
and thanks to no added rains, the water is no longer rising • 

I got things moving on the dusting with D. D. T , by 
a ir planes, cutting t rough a stack of red tape which, 
as unreeled by the Health Department in Baton Rouge, was 
geared to send in a group of representatives next Tuesday 
to have a look at the flooded areas, after which, if their 
report seemed to warrant it, —and how long it would require 
to make such a report, I know not, an expert on insects would 
be sent into this region to "study", —imagine, —and 
following a filing of his findings some decision would 
be made. On this theory a drowning man would be tossed 
a life preserver, 1 suppose, a week or two after the proper 
authorities had somewhat leisurely undertaken an 
, examination of the man's status, filed reports and eventually 
made some decision as to whether a life preserver should 
indeed be tossed to said cropse which, of course, the 
drowningxazsid man would have little need for at 
such a late date. By some drum beating and stange 
noise making, I got a preliminary dusting going forthis 
immediate neighborhood by mid afternoon and a lot of 
people, especially those living in unscreened houses, will 
perhaps have a little better chance to rest in peace tonight • 

From a telephone call this afternoon, L conclude somebody 
must be reading my contributions to The Enterprise. 

Some spokesman for the D. A. R. called to say that that organiza¬ 
tion had been interested in the plan I had outlined for 
taking a census of the tombstones in the rish and that 
the Hatchitoches American Cemetery had been rounded up, 
so to speak but there had_ been some question as to whether 
all the cemeteries or simply the “merican cemetery should be 
covered and I was asked how 1 felt about the matter and when 
I said I favored every single one, colored and white, 

I was asked if T wouldpresent my views in a more elaborate 
form to the x/ . A. R. than is possible in a single column. 

I said L would • Perhaps, at long last, Hatchitoches 
will get a complete inventory of such material and while L 
think theD. A. R. gals are a tiresome set, I am grateful 
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for this opportunity to give them a push 


I 

letter 
to the 
in the 
on a 8 
to the 
the wo 
the wo 


finally got around to read the Ernst Schwanberger 
from L ins, Austria. Isn t it odd wha.t ideas come 
surface in a manner so dtfficult to imagine, as 
reference that gentleman makes to me as living 
ugar plantation. I don't recall,what I wrote 
man, but I am quite sure I didn t mention 
rd sugar, although, for all I knew, perhaps in Linz 
rd plantation may presuppose sugar. 


I lihoughii Nina sounded a little gayer than 
usual. Perhaps the new job may explain her frame of 
mind 

Or.a called today but didn't have anything particular 
by way of news although she did say her sister-in-law, Madaum 
Beaufort, had mentioned the other day that the Louisiana 
State Harden Club of which she will be resident next year, 
has been asked to sponsor Miss Dormon's neo ctiye 
Flower >olume and that it is expected that the J'.ederated 
Garden Club 3 will do so. If the books are off the prese 
during la Beaufort's tenure, I shall be surprised, if, 
a s ftobina suggested, the text hasn^t been started as yet. 

Across the fe.nce during the coffee hour this morning, 

;i ll the talk was about a bigger and better rug for 
the library at the big house which wouldn t cost more 
than three or four times more than will he the 
Melrose share from a successful pilgrimage. 

Were I receiving in the big house, I would have the rugs 
removed during pilgrimage, first because the little bricks 
in that room are one of the unique and interesting features 
of the room an.d secondly because I can't see much point 
in putting down rugs for millions of people to walk over 
when nobody is interested, in , contempoary rugs when on such 
a tour. But I shall not oppose in any way such foolishness, 
a ny more than 1 opposed the new slip covers for the furniture 
on the upper floor of the big house prior to Pilgrimage 
which was not open to Pilgrims, for anything that increases 
the lady's concern a bout the big house is always to be 
nursed along for the general good of the whole place, no matter 
ridiculous the expe-idipures may seem to me when so many more 
vital things are so urgently needed such as new roofs, etc., etc. 


€ 


1 1 an 


how 


I find less in Bob's letter than 1 should like to and 
in responding, I shall, for the first time, ask him directly 
something a fcout Patty and their daughter. If Psychiatry and 
the oesuites have got everything so far as Bob is concerned in 
then 1 feel the time has come to give thought to the rest 
family . 


order, 
of the 
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Friday, May 17th, 1957, 


Memorandum: 

The thermometer was in the 90's again today, 
with much blue sky and sunshine • I imagine 
there must be considerable evaporation although a vast 
lake s troches between here and Montrose. This afternoon 
an airplane began charting the extent of the flooded 
lands and it is said spraying against insects will begin on 
the morrow. 

My telephone was out of whack today, the bell 
ringing madly after the receiver was removed from 
its resting place so that no conversation, only bell ring¬ 
ing could be heard and the racket would continue for 
h stretch of five or ten minutes and gradually 
wear itself out and slowly, in spite of seemingly heroic 
efforts, would slowly expire. 


and 

XJ . 


rece ived 

of 


But it was repaired by first dark 
a call from the Chairman of the Board of "irectors 
the Fort Corporation, advising me that a meeting 
had been,held this afternoon and the other members of the 
Board regretted my absence • But I didn t regret it 
because I had lots of things 1 wanted td do at gardening 
and I'm not too enthusiastic about the *ort idea 
to begin ,with. Dr. Eugene Watson, cousin of the Henrys, 
whodoesn t like me, 1 think, and who has too much of 
the bad streak in the 4'enrys to make him an object 
of vast affection on my part, told me that it was 
my Chamber of Commerce speech that had moved the citizens 
to get busy in developing theFort. I never mentioned 
the world Fort in my pseech and I should not care to have it 
pinned on me altough 1 don t mind taking responsibility 
if, indeed, it was My chatter that got people 
in any direction, for even though I don t think much 
direction, it is better the people move^in the wrong 


for it 
moving 
of the 


direction than never to move at all • 

But I think you will agree with me that I was much 


I 
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Sunday, May 19th, 1957. 


more profitably employed at what I was doing than had 
I attended the D oard meeting, for, like Lestan, the 
diarist, contriving turkey tail fans, * ms busy rigging up 
bird houses or an unreasonable facsimile thereof, l 
set a couple of bamboo poles about 20 feet in height 
in front of Yucca just about opposite the two 
chimeneys but half way between e gallery (front) u»d 
the sugar pot, Leaving 4 or 5 su stnaticl branches, or 
portions of branches 5 or 6 frzi inches m length at the 
top for the birds to come to rest on, 1 suspended a 
couple of gourds for wrens on one of the poles, at the 
top, and on, the other a gourd and a cypress knee about 
the size and shape of a wine bottle, near the base of 
which X made a hole and gouged out the inside sufficiently 
for a fine nest to be made b the martins which love to 
build in houses atop tall poles, I finished in ample 
time to allow me to hoe the belle peppars and the tomato 
plants before supper, —and some might fine young 
tomatoes X found forming on the bushes, too. Along 
bout tomorrow, I reckon I 3hall be seeing 
Ihe martins investigating the new houseing project. 


On the Morgan Beatty news broadcasts tonight there 
was one of those infrequent slip-ups which made 
the news seem a little confusing. Mr. Beatty was 
broadcasting from Chicago and gave the first five minutes 
to editorializing on the death of the 7 year old 
Lonq Island boy who had perished in a well • Then 
the news was switched to.Long Island for the harrowing details 
a nd Lol the nest voice after Mr. Beatty spoke of 
the boy having been rescued alive which certainly gave one 
the impression of.having attended a funeral service of 
someone who arose and declared the rumors of his death 
had been greatly exaggerated. 


Since beginning this memo X have had 4 interruptions 
by people in town, telephoning to say that they have liked the 
corrupted Mother oose jingle X had included in today s 
Cane *‘iuer Memo. I think I had rattled the thing off to 
you before but in re-reading it, you may still find it 
mildly amusing even as did X when somebody read 
the column back to me. 


Memorandum ; 

Such a lovely day, --not more than 80 but 
all sunshine and wonderful. 

We had an inch of rain Saturday afternoon wltich 
added a little to the size of the elro se-Montrose 
lake but not enough to make much difference and it 
is thought the week end cloud bursts in Oklahoma 
will make little difference here although within a week 
or so some of that water will pass along,.thi s way from 
tributaries in the upper reaches of Red ^iver. 

X was under the impression Carolyn was expecting to 
pass this way en route to Baton Rouge today but perhaps 
she changed her plans. She might even have telephoned 
but that instrument only operates by fits and starts 
these days as the mechanics continue tinkering with it 
without great success. On Saturday along about 4 p.m., 
the telephone rang and someone from the telephone office 
announced the glad tidings that everything was in 
perfect order once more which, indeed, did seem to be 
the case. But a couple of times today it rang 
some more and after 1 had picked up the receiver, it 
kept right on ringing which certainly gives on a feeling 
of frustration as one shouts il ello and gets nothing 
but a ring, and endless ringing, in fact, by way of response. 

Late this a fternoon the artist passed this way, bent on 
getting a bouquet of some kind and she said : "It sure 
ain t right the way that 'phone aint behavin', to which 
I a2d my own solemn Amen. 

What with the housing shortage being what it is, it 
should be no surprise, 1 suppose, that X didn't have to 
wait long to find tenants for the gourds atop the 
bamboo poles in front of Yucca. I noticed the 


I hold the thought the Lyme week end may be redolent 
with relaxation . 






F.KV 
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martins were. busy as bees this afternoon and 
a little wren on the opposite pole, was singing 
for dear life. 

The gourds continue their wonderful growth of about a 
foot a day and the dozen hills of pumkins I planted 
are all starting to spread themselves over the ground at 
such a great rate that unless I keep an eye ontheir 
tendrils, they will be engulfing the squash which are 
planted in the same neighborhood, 1 put one batch behind 
Dr. Killer's cabin in c place very few people ever visit 
while the other batch.is at the east end of the white garden 
and pretty much out of sight,—for tl.e moment, at least. 

While I think of it, 1 want to mention one or 
two things related last week regarding the conference 

with Dr. Ka'lear or however +■> -- 

man spells his name. One thing was to the effect 
t at more money had been realized on Grandma :oses_ 
through post card or greetings cards, printed in Europe, 
than on her pictures. And second point was that Grandma 
Moses has frequently been "inspired" to round out 
certain compositions so that every reproduction one sees 
may well be more satisfying then had there not been a 
guiding hand. 

And the mention of European printing of these cards 
brought to mind the question as to what news there t 

m a y be of the former Vienna house of Gaffe which, if I recall, 
opened an American branch about the time one member of that 
concern married a young woman who had hailed from Breslau 
or some such place. I don t recall having heard any 
reference to that concern Or any of it3 representatives 
a nd I'm wondering if they are still active this country or 
have returned to Vienna or what. As I. recall, there 
was a span of years as b tween husband and wife that 

approximate that existing in the case of the Kleisers, 
both cases are similar in that it is the man who probably 
the greater artistic talents although the parallel 
stop there, as in the Kleiser case, the wife probably 
a certain claim to the humanities that may not 
been so pronounced in the other combination. 


m a y 

and 

has 

n a y 

has 

have 


Switching b a ck to the artist, she told me that Father c a llahai 
had given a very powerful sermond a few weeks back, declaring 
to his predominatly mulatto audience that none of them need 
think they were going to get to heaven if they felt 
superior to the negroes, ——a statement that naturally delighted 
the artist but which, according to her, the nulattoes didn t 
like much. But now she says they "sure is cornin'a around 11 
a nd 1 continue to be filled with wonder at it all...... 


Monday, May 20th, 1957, 


Memorandum : 

The weather i3 marvelous, all blue and gold, with 
a pleasant breeze to temper the 80 odd degrees of warmth. 

Jhas a temperature of 102 but continues his 
usual activities. I suppose he has some sort of an influenza 
and 1 wish he would slow down but that seems to be an 
impossible line for one of so much nervous energy. 

Before dinner yesterday, I sat and chatted for 15 minutes 
with Pat before dinner. His legs and arms are forever twitching 
and I am told he continues his sleep walking at a great rate. 
What a pity people drive themselves so unmercifully to the 
point ot physical wreckage. 

Carolyn telephoned this morning at a quarter of 6. 

I was somewhere or other in the gardens, pointing out a few 
tasks to a man who had been sent to give me a hand. On 
my return to Yucca a little after 5, I found the artist 
on my doorstep, explaining she had heard tt.e telephone ring 
a long time and had answered and that Miss Carolyn ay she would 
call back in a few minutes, which she did. She said she 
had arrived at I. S. Willard s last night at about 9:30 and 
had thought it better not to call at that hour. She was 
heading down the road for Baton Rou_e for a few days and 
would return to Marshall on the week end and be back here 
to pick up the artist and me and so proceed to the 
St. Simon festivities on little Eva next Sunday at 2. She 
had an order for half a dozen pictures she wanted to give me 
and 30 , before having my breakfast, I visited the artist 
and got her to going on her paint pots. I shall 
be curious to see how she makes out with one of the items which 
calls for a cotton picking scene, the cotton white, the 
earth pink and the costumes of the peasants orage. Pink 
and da orange sounds different as dominant colors for any 
picture and * shall be curious to see what comes through. 

Frances a enry passed this way to bounce me a bottle 
of wine in anticipation of her visit on the morrow when she 
drags the wife of the commanding General at Eort 
Polk for a go-round. On the same afternoon 1 am scheduled 


I 


» 




1 
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to get some Chat'- " of 
r : ■ rot have 


C ommerc e 
th i s 


r i? r v'7 c r .rc' re 

mentioned this in detail before, 1 shell 
touch lightly on it, as l think the idea original and 
good. Twenty six cities in Louisiana joined together 
entertain some out of State couple, picked more or 


to 


less at random as the tourist's car entered 
State. The tourist s car is stopped and he 
which city or citieS he plans to visit and the 
lucky travelers are t.ose who are deisignated 
of some particular town and the town, 
over the' couple for the day 
to make the day pleasant. 
arranged of the 
old Lemme House 


the Pelican 
is asked 


guests 
in turn, takes 

and does everything possible 
In Natchitoches a tour is 
town with dinner to be served at the 
which will take up the morning, visits to store 


the 

It 


college, etc., and the afternoon given over to 
a tour of Cane “iver plantations, at the conclusion 
which the couple will be entertained for supper at 
one of the pretty camps on Black Lake and 
all their expenses for the night covered by 
city in its role of guest or other of host, 
certainly is a wonderful opportunity for the 
travelers who are so fortunate as to receive the 

nod and I suppose the amouht of advertising 

on their return home to 
Louisiana will be all 

the single community which 


of 


proper 
such a couple will exude 
some different State thy 

to the good of more thun 


served as their host for a day, 


I caught up with Conversation and Clifton 
Fadiman tonight on NBC at 9;05. The guests 
were Drominger and someone else whose name I 
never did get, what with atmospheric conditions 
being so "tornado-ish that I heard but sketches 
of a di 3 cusion, purportedly d evoted to the names 
of great u?ifru.oioiis who merit biographies. ifillard 
Gibb 3 seemed to be one of the these and Count Humford 
another, the Count “umford who was born and bred in 
dew Hampshire in the 18th century and ended up 
a memler of the Cabinet of the King of Bavaria 
which certainly was an unusual career so far as 
geography goes Henry Adams was mentioned, too, and 
his grandpapa, John ^iuincey Adams. I learned 
from"this program that somebody as early as 1802 
discovered q method of taking pictures 
photogrically but I didn t catch the name . 
so old Lumiere and & Daguerre had better be looking 
to their laurels. ut I must break off and fold . 


Tuesday, May 21st, 1957. 


Memorandum: 

Hot and humid with enough clouds to make the 
humidity seem the more so. 

A te ephone call this morning indicated that the 
plans for. entertaining the unsuspecting tourists by 
Natchitoches ad spilled over into such elaborateness that 
it all cculdn t be compressed into a single day and 
therefore the ~pane u iver visits would not begin until 
tomorrow which suited me to a T. 

But the Army wives came through on schedule this 
afternoon, two having been expected and four putting in 
an appearance which seems to be the type of thing I 
h a ve run into before with Army wives. They were a 
clever set, demonstrating for the billionth time that 
they know how to catch at the right phrase to repeat and 
fixing their attention on what they think may be a high point 
in g tour without ever comprehending i s true value any more than 
the lesser things they encounter. The commanding 
General s wife naturally dominated the wives of the lesser 
officers, swaying the septor with the same grace she would 
hqve, had she been born to it, and withal pleasant and 
polite and exuding the same manner of enthusiasm as she 
probably does every day on every occasion, regardless 
of possible genuine interest or not a drop of interest, for 
everything having the same value, it al gets the same 
response There must be lots of officers' wives who do not 
follow this old, old pattern so .familiar to me but I 
have met comparatively ew of them. 

The lady doctor made aprofesqional call on f~. H. 
last night and gave him various kinds of medecine for his 
influenza and recommended that he stay in bed for two or three 
days which was one thing J. H . wouldn t dream of doing and 
all day he was on the go. f passed bff the store a little 
after 5 this morning and he appeared rather better than yesterday 
and was looking forward to pecane experts from the Experiment 
Station to whom at dinner Madam R e gard played hostess, what with 
Celeste having a bridge luncheon at the Cpuntr Club 
and bridge somewhere in town again tonight. 
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I listened with some attention to the President's 
broadcast in behalf of his budget, finding the 
speech good but probably unlikely to cut much ice. •* 
am under the impression a budget is something that holds 
scant emotional appeal to a\ ybody and particularly 
the average citizen. Then there was that incredible 
thing that happened when said budget was. original presented 
when the President gave Congress to understand it was 
up to them to cut it, which, strictly speaking, might not be 
true, since it is the business of the President to 
present a good budget to beginwith, —one that he believes 
is as near perfect as possible and therefore not a 
thing to be tossed into the lap of Congressmen 
suggesting they go to work on it. And secondly, 
there was that confusion into which the public mind 
was thrown when, on the heels of the President s 
presentation speech, his chief financial a dviser, 
the Secretary of Treasury suggested that the 
budget which should have been Presidentially perfect, 
was nothing of the sort. No wonder the public which 
is bound to lean on leaders in the marshalling of such 
astronomical figures, were all at sea and, even as f 
Humpt-Dumpty, " a ll the king's horses and all the King s 
men, can bever get Humpty-Dumpt back again". 

And somehow, although vaguely the whole business 
of any ^resident s second term is going tohave to 
have some working over in the form of taking out of 
the Constitutional Amendments the last one which limits 
the Presidental office to one man for but two terms. 1 hat 
was about a s silly a piece of legislation as the 18th 
Amendment whicl\ brought in hrobition and 
the sooner we remove it from the books, the better 
for the country. For a ?resident who i3 re-elected 
is bound to be returned to the Presidential throne by 
the will of the people who want him to a rry on while at 
t e same time, by denying all chance that he might 
get a third term, it just about ties the hands of 
the man thus re-elected. I can imagine few disasters 
that would have been ■more lamentable that the 
turning out of F,. D. R , at the close of bis second term. 

And why shouldn t people have the right to retain 

the right man in the Presidency if they and circumstances 

seem to demand it. 

f'm sorry ^bout getting off into this editorial. 

Today s post, -incoming, even as yesterday's was 


Wednesday, Hay 22nd, o957 . 


Memorandum : 

The weather continues hot and probably somewhat humid 
although a spanking breeze, varying from 25 to 35 miles 
c?i hour all day, has tended to make evaporation speedier 
and tons of water have been sopped up across the B'ontrose 
lane which probably will be re-opened for traffic 
again shortly. 

J. H. must have been feeling the effects of his 
influenza last night when he did the unheard of thing 
of saying he would go to bed instead of going to town 
to play at gaming at the *Iks Club, —bis inencriable 
Tuesday night custom. But he ended up by going to 
town anyway, afterh a ving gone to bed, when it was 
necessary for him to change his mind by reason of 
,the need for medecine for one of the youths on the 
place who had become infected by too close proximity 
during the working d a y with the stuff that is being 
sprayed on the pecane trees. Carl n Brown, one of the 
youths mixed up in the pecane lifting episode 
a few months b a ck, had been working industriously 
for two or three days at this spraying job but last 
ni<jt\t he began to vomit violently and J. U. chased to 
town to get some of the medecine the air port supplies its 
pilots when engaged in air dusting. But that medecine 
didn t seem to produce the desired results and 
a doctor was summoned and immediately on his arrival, 
the youth was whisked off.to the hospital in town. Twenty 
four hour later the hopsital reports the youth is making it 
n lright and may be expected : back home again within 
a couple of days. I hope J. H. will try 
getting caught up on his sleep, not his gaming, tonight. 

Carmen Breazeale, serving a town hostesss this morning, 
brought down the*couple, selected to be yesterday's 
guests of the city. And with them, —a Dr. and 
Mrs. Smith, ofFort Smith Arkansas, she also brought 
and Dr. and Mrs. McGee of Huntsville, Texas. 

Both gentlemen are in the educational field and 1 imagine 


* t i 





wort 
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Dr. MdGee might be o» ornament to the Stephen Austin 
College with which he is associated but 1 doubt if 
Br. Smith would be much of an asset in any line of 
educational endeavor for he is possessed of a 
personality, high in acid content, which might be 
fine in some scientific or non-human enterprise but 
pro n bly killing in anything like education which, is m 
most other aspects of the professions, is bound to be 
so largely dependent on intuitive powers, none of which 
are in t he possession of Dr. Smith, think , The unves 
seemd pleasanter than the husbands but definitely on 
the dull side. It was ling after we had st atred 
the tour that 1 discovered the pilgrims would be 
ju 3 t as happy if not happier if left to their 
own devices and that gave me and opportunity 
to chat a little with Carmen and that was pleasant. J-t 
was equally pleasant, too, when the pilgrims declined 
my proffered wine for 1 was really making a gesture 
wfien I threatened to pour, what with my stock at the 
moment being on the limited side, and so, a Ithough the 
guests didn t know it, 1 was secretly d ' elighted that 
they turned-'down my gesture of hospitality. 

he enclosure speaks for itself without saying 
c great deal. .As it is another example of reporting 
_ bsences, after, not before, they are pi nned, and as 
I learned from somethingCarolyn said regarding a letter she 
had had from A ay that they, —she and James, planned to 
spend a part of the birthday-anniversary week 
in •' atchez, I wrapped up a gift for the 31st 
which I. shall post on the morrow It doesn t matter either 
w a y but the gift is bound to be received either days in 
advances, if they haven t left, or days in arrears, if they 
h^ve aready left. 

Just for fun, 1 tied a string on a bamboo pole 
up which a gourd is climbing, doing the tying at 6 p.m. 
last night and was curious to see what signs would be evident 
this morning at 6 as to the vines propensity for growth 
during the night when the thermometer s low was 7b. it 
had grown one and a half inches in the IS hour span. 

That was on the front gallery at Yucca, and the 
same 3 ort of thing is going on in the •ourd House 
where green covers everything up to -a height of about 
* 4 or 5 feet It s fun watching the gourd House tafre 
on the countours I had envisioned for it last Inarch.,.... 
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Thursday, Lay Sbrd, 1957, 


Memorandum : 

It was such a pleasant relief- on reading Maude 
Eberhardt's letter to learn that Madam Marco is getting 
along alright. Somehow the letter when still in \he 
envelope, gave me an unesasy feeling and so the pleasure 
of the good news it contained brought me exceptional 
joy. Perhaps you can find ^adam /^Jarco in the picture. I 
didn t try too. hard but if one lady seems rather tall 
and thin that probably would be Miss Hellie although 
his gril friend may be equally so for all I know. 

As for what goes on the world around, I know not, so far 
a s the radio reports are concerned. Tornado warnings for 
Texas and u orthern Louisiana were issued this afternoon and 
tonight the racket issuing from the radio is such as to make 
news reception impossible. Here there are heavy clouds but 
I thipk thedistrubances will all be to the -forth of us and 
I don t expect any rain worth metnioning. 

I folded up my beard at 9:30 last night, Carolyn 
having mentioned last week that she wpuld let me know whether 
she decided to come o;» Wednesday or Thursday. I was 
in the midst of some sort of a baseball ame, of all things, 
when someone tapped on the door. And as it was Carolyn, I 
climbed into some clothes and received the unexpected guest. 
Sheg^ve me the impression of great exhaustion and although 
we did run through a few points on -current matters, we didn't 
get far before 1 suggested she get some sleep. She accordingly 
went on to the I. S. Willard chalet, calling me at 5:45 
this morning to say she was heading out for home and 
intended to get some sleep tonight. She plans doing 
something about Old Bonita management during the next couple 
of days and will return here Sunday noon to pick up 
the artist and me. ■‘■he three o us wi^l d rive to 
the dedication ceremonies at St. &imon s Church between 1 and 
S and Carolyn wants to make it shorts so that she may deliver 
us b a ck home and so get on her way to Baton Rouge where she 
has some sort of an appointment for Sunday evening. She is 
going so fast that we aren t even taking up the several matters 
which 1 think are imperatiOe for immedate handling but perhaps 
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H' 


she will eventually slow dowij without having to undergo a 
smash up to i chieve it but I m beginning to doubt it. 


sounds 
business 



There was one matter up for discussion which 
proising, Martin Hirsh of Marshall, a duccessful 
executive and a believer in Hunts' pointings, has 

r r- ■ fy r »■ • -» 1 * ' • * - ’ ’ 1 ■' " 

J'.ire Cordle who seems to be a popular Manhattan 
dress designer. La Cordle has done sometthings Which 
hqve popularised cotton, Martin suggests that la Cordel 
inaugurate a line of f a hsions under . some such title as 


"Plantation Primi tives' 
either originals 
the 
the 

can be 

Cotton Council 
that the national 
some of their extensive funds 
the Hunter-Cordle medium. As 

war", 


with the manufacturer scattering 
or reproductions of Hunter paintings in 
fine stores across the country to be used in 
displays with the new fashions. If something like this 
worked out, I would communicate with the 

on my own M elrose stationary suggesting 
Council get behind the move with 

for publicising cotton through 

- ___ .. J, H, is a member of 

the C 0 tton Couhcil, the Board might "payattetention to 
the war", when such stationary arrived and as la Cordle 
is known to them for previous services, the thing might really 
take. I suggested that as the Fashions were unveiled 
in each city, the best Gallery in the town be advised of 
it in advance so that a Hunter series might be on 
display with an appropritate notation in the gallery about 
t e new Fasion Show and the better shops iasert a modest 
notice in their display lay-out, mentioning the Hunter 
exhibition. If properly rigged, such an arrangement might 
work advantageously all around and 1 shall ponder on 
it further and shall speak of it with Martin, perhaps, 
since L arolyn i 3 going too fast to keep all the strings 
properly tight, I believe the Baton Bou e movie is about 
to get et into production and she had a long letter from 
Mr, Hodges, inviting her to attend some estival at the 
Gardens on a Sunday when, as it turned out, she was 
in New York or Charleston or some 3uch place. Ihe sole reason 
for he attendance at the St. Simon festivities is to get 
some pictures i^hich she envisions for the Cane^iver book but 
not for Uncle om feature stories which she cannot see at the momei 
and of course the ■‘■imes Picayune articles and all else is shelved 
until the Baton ti ouge movie is properly turned and so on and 
so forth. , 

As formy own performances, I can t see that I an getting 
anywhere at the moment but I at least"have the satisfaction 
of arriging . t such a point without the exhaustion of pulling 
up nd down the big road which to my nature but to few others, 
suits me to a T . 
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Friday, May 24th, 1957. 


Memorandum:, 

1 guess it must have been the column that gave me sufficient 
jolt to get the idea and so 1 took pen in hand today and 
wrote to the Department of Welfare in Baton B ouge , asking if 
they were tossing tape recorders around to the blind after 
the same manner the Reading achines are supplied. I don t know 
why I never thought of asking them before and, having asked them, 

I'm not sure I shall get the kind of an answer that would 
please me but I thought it would do no harm to ask and so I did,— 
just like that. 

It was humid and hot all day and although we had about an 
or a half inch of rain, we were especially favored for your friend. 
Madam Beaufort, never got a drop. 

I got on my high horses with the Health Department this 
afternoon. The radio had announced several days ago that all 
thq material for spraying the over flow sections was i'» town bt 
the officials of the project, —this the radio didn t say, are 
apparently joy ri ing in the planes and not a pinch^of bug dust 
has been sprinkled over the landscape. Ihe official I talked with sai 
that indeed everything had been in readiness for several days to begin 
the work but the proper authorization had not be set forth a s 
yet. I responded that 1 knew it would be a source of great satisfacti 
to all concerned to know that I had solved the entire problem and 
ask that my message be transmitted a ccordingly, to wit, that 
over a period of years, a frost has come upon this section of 
the State by 13th of November and that if the gentlemen in charge 
of the present project would just relax, the 13th of November 
would e ventunlly roll 'round and nobody need preseed for a decision 
and we would go on slapping at mosquitoes until that date, after which 
Jack Frost, although he was not qn a salarary paid by the tax payers, 
would do the job but to everyone s utter satisfaction. Ihe 
official appeared thunder struck~and I gently returned the 
receiver to its resting place on my desk. 

On c n equal ly light side, I liked the coincidence that today's 
column carried the parqdy on Joyce Kilmer's Trees and the radio 
announced Joyce Kilmer s granddaughter had received a poetry prize . 


I 






From the FRANCOIS MiGNON Papers# #H-5889 _ in the Southern Historical 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


Col lection, 
TO 


h'.- 


8624 


8625 


Su day, May 86 th, 1957. 


On the Art front, I awoke this morning, thinking how 
advantageous it might be to hav a fine collection of Hunter 
canvases on display, —quite outside the African House, at 
Pilgrimage time. It seemed to me that the Yucca gallery on the 
white garden side would be the place and the west wall, —opposite at 
the end of the gallery from the Chapel side. I measured the plqce 
and came up ith the fact that 1 could place about 14 
good sized pictures there. And although May seems fairly remote 
from October, I thought it would not be a bad m idea to figure 
out how these unframed canvases would be attached to said wall. 

I came up with this solution of the problem. I cut a couple of 
bamboo canes, each about 12 feet in length and a couple of inches 
in diameter. These I cut in two, —the long way, not to difficult 
a chore if sawed immediately upon cutting the b a mboo and 
thus wile still green, avoiding the brittleness of the wood 
after it has dried out. With small wires, each of these 
half bamboo piles may be suspended from nails in the 
wall, each of the 4 bamboo sticks supporting 4 Hunter creations 
and producing a sort of primitive explosion of color and delight 
when the 16 pictures are all grouped together on a single wall. 

The whole mechanical business was achieved in half an hour and 
the bamboo placed in a out of the way place in the African House to 
dry and harden, and thus I am practically ready for the 
October pilgrimage so far as Hunter Art is concerned. 

The ladies spent the day in Alexandria, having departed before 
the coffee hour and having returned, — if, indeed, they have, 1 
know not when. I always like it when J. a, comes to dinner 
and today was as gay a s usual. His-influenza seems to have 
vanished, 1 am glad to report. 

Ton{ght there is a wake down the road., somewhere beyond the 
spillway, a 8 year old child who expired from over-eating of 
green p urns, it is said. The dead child has no papa and 
her mama may or may not come over from Houston to attend the 
funeral, but her grandmother will bury her. The grandmother 
as about 8 or 9 children without papas on her own hook, a d 
is scheduled to beget cpiother fatherless offspring in Jyne. 

Sh, represents a mulatto segement of society whichdoesn t seem 
to enchant the mulatto population. The Welfare Department will 
cut off her check this montn but, I am sure, will put her b a ck 
on after 6 or 8 weeks. After all, what is the answerto such a problem 
how is the best way to support the dozen children she has already born 
n nd surely the children can't be s arved because their mama decided to 
give them a fewmore fatherless brothers and sisters. Truly 
ther is a case for Solomon........ 


Memorandum: 

A pleasant week end in spite of too much 
moisture and occasional hurly-burly. 

Saturday afternoon Carmen brought Edith Porter 
down for a little chat and it was pleasant enough. 

Rain fell before they got here and after they left 
but in no great amounts. 

I found the sunshine quite dazzling this morning 
when gl a ncing up into grandiflora trees to see if 
I could tell which were magnolia flowers and which merely 
clusters of leaves, shining so bri nghtly that the 
dark green glistened so I4ightly it was hard to 
distinguish the foliage from the flowers. 

As I return to Yucca about 9, Carolyn telephoned 
from,Shreveport, saying the weather was so horrible, she 
didn t know if she should come this way or go by the 
road-to the East straight on to Batn Rouge. The 
rain she was talking about arrived here 20 minutes later 
a nd we had a soli.d inch of it. Carolyn was expected 
for dinner across the fence and when the magical 
hour arrived and she did not, there was the usual excitement. 
But I had already stated that she had 'phoned to say she 
probal ly wouldn t make it and not to wait and so felt not 
so much, responsibility although I still think 
dependability a great virtue. She got here 
about 1 o'clo.ck and we picked up the artist who 
was as smart as could be in a fetching white, tight 
fitting frock with short sleeves,, short white glove3 
an.d a smart white hat that looked like the 
kid bell boys used to wear. 

We got toSt. Simon s hurclt about 2:30, the sun 
shining with such vast brilliance that when it 
struck the metal roofs of the cabins in the 
neighborhood, it was impossible to get a satisfactory 
picture that would include them in the general setting. 

Mr. "’ortham greeted the /three of us and presented 
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--don't‘you love the mathematical precision 
of '-he enclosed schedule, as though calculated 
for idscbarging a time bomb or some such . 


Monday, May 27th , 1957 


perhaps 17-ish, and very 
A dozen Houston 
all this taking place 
in front of the church which one reached 
* ‘ ' , across theswollen gutters. 

also presented, all the ladies 
presentations were completed, 
might he present and every 
laughed because I had been chatting with her 

but a moment ago but had failed to recognize 
And so I said I should like to start all 

and she seemed pleased to have been singled out. 


his < ife and, two charming daughters 
a ttractive in white flouncey gowns, 
people were then presented, 
a t the white gate 
by corssing planks laid down 
Several colored people were < 
clad in white and when these 
I asked if L eliah, the cook, 
one . 

in the line 
her 

over a gin 

There were three or four or perliaps five photographers 
busy during all this business, including Carolyn, Life's 
representative from Houston was among those present and 
the Lord knows how many other people. Whether Life will 
ever use the story is another matter. It was obvious 
to me some time b a ck that Carolyn saw no story in the whole 
Uncle 2'on business and so 1 didn t p ess the matter but 
regretted it. Carolyn, by the w8y, must ha ye had her 
perr.uke done over for it struck me as more peppar 
and salt" and incling more toward the peppar than the salt 
a nd I thought it unbecoming for the white seems to me to 
suit her better. 

Following the services, we returned to Yucca to get 
ahead of the Worthams and their guests who had asked 
if they might pass this way, Ht was pleasant to be 
.bie to chat with the people who were very nice but not 
all of them could linger long for the Wortham plane 
was transporting people back to Houston in relays 
and so some had to leave rather sooner than the others. 

There was something amusing which happened here which 
perhaps explains in part why Mr. ••ortham is so many times 


Memorandutf 
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P.S . 

■' if 


first witness against the strikers declared that she 
had been threatened by the strikers when she attempted 
to patronise the store and that the strikers had 
threatened to smash up her car, he witness was 
described and Mrs. Eugene Wenk, wife of Dr. Wenk of 
Shreveport, Slothing was said, as reported o?i the radio, 
a bout the witness's son having been employed part time 
as a strike breaker. At supper, 1 asked J, a. 
if he had chanced to- hear the broadcast. He had not, but 
said Sister ought to know better than to get 
tangled up in a controversial matter such as that. I 
thought that remark suggested an- excellent epitaph 
for Sister : "She should have known better." 

Although there are still miles of water between 
Cypress and Derry, covering the pasture lands, the 
water has gone down sufficiently to make it possible 
for cars to cross the Melrose-Hontrose Lane, and 
Blythe said she had*, come that way. I recommended 
that she return to A'.'e xandria by the black top 
road from here passed Jlagnolia and thence to Derry 
but $he said she didn t mind the arduous traveling 
of the Lane. A couple of hours later, the 
services of M e irose were sought by some unlucky 
atoist who had ventured over the Lane and 
become bogged down, requiring a tractor 
to pull him out., for, as you may readily 
imagine, the gravel road, so long 
just one great big mud pie at the 
every car venturing over it, cuts 
deeper and I have no doubt the whole 2 or 3 
will have to be closed before long so that 
g drag lines can get to work building it h a ck into 
a semblance of a road again. 

For not particular reason, I thought I would do well 
to examine the bamboo poles, split in half,as prepared the 
other day, for resting Hunter canvases on in October ? 

/is they were in a cool place, I realized they wouldn't 
shrink much but I felt 1 had better examine them 
regardless. And frankly, 1 was astonished at what I found, 
for instead of having four half poles, I had four perfectly 
round poles, the individual half having drawn itself together 
so as to make a perfect fishing instrument, and impossible to 
pry.open. I accordingly cut two more poles, split them 
in twb but left the pulp at the joints alone, hoping they 
may keep the things as half poles and not curl up to re¬ 
form a perfectly smooth pole, half the diameter of the 


submerged, is 
moment and 
ruts deeper and 
miles 


the envelopes these days 3eem messed up in the gum section, 
it may be charged off against the humidity which 
requires their unsealing before inserting the memo... 
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Tuesday, May 28th, 1957, 


Memorandum : 

A day without rain, delighting the cotton planters 
because after about so much rain, the cotton refuses to budge, 
and even decides to turn and go the other way. 

As for myself, the moisture suits me to a T, when 
we get it, which is almost every day and the gourds continue 
climbing, the tomatoes getting larger.and my desk work improving 
when dampness seems to make inside efforts more in line with 
good health than putting around in q shower which not even 
Emmett and Erwin seem to like much either. 

t This morning I got of a birthday r anniversary package 
to the Registers. I had packed it a week ago but changed 
my mind about sending it forward in advance of May 3 1st, 
having heard that Fames and Kay had changed their 
plans bout being in Matches instead of Hew Orleans 
at the end of the month. 

I sent a simple but very pretty bottle with nothing in 
it. It wuld grace any room, I think, and perhaps they will 
use it for decorative purposes. Everya once in a while 
I laugh in my beard as I think of this or that present which 
might be suitable for them, only to discover that for some 
unsuspected reason at the time .of impulse, there might he 
a suggestion in the nature of the gift that would be out 
of line as in the case of sending apothecary jars to 
followers of ary Baker Eddy, which, 1 might as well confess, 

I have been guilty of doing, catching my breath only too 
late so far as being able to back-track was concerned. 

• 

And perhaps the empty bottle will be just the thing 
for both a birthday gift and an anniversary remembrance, 
for I am under the impression the Mary Baker Eddy-ites frown on 
stimulants, as Miss Alberta used to explain, sdaining 
wine but adamant about having her 25 cups of black coffeee daily. 


I 
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ySs I turned the pa ye, Mildred Cunningham telephoned. 

She allowed as how Mayor and Mrs. Keys of Natchitoches are 
entertaining 75 or 100 Alexandria people, including 
the Mayor of Alexandria, at their Cane "iver camp on 
Sunday, beginning with a noon dinner and continuing until 
after dark . She explained that the Mayor had contacted 
her to say that much of the party was in honor of her daughter 
„nd the latter's husband, both residents of Alexandria, 
hut becar.se of space limitations at the camp, which is 
opposite Magnolia south of here a .few miles below the 
Children of Stranger's Church and on the west bank, and that 
was the reason, —the space limitations thqt he and 
his wi e couldn't issue invitations in Natchitoches. Me did 
want her to come, however and asked her to invite Celeste and 
me to crash the party. He thought we might be out for 
a drive on Sunday a fternoon and when passing by his camp and 
seein a crowd, we might drop in as though uninvited, 
thercbye doing a bit of safety work on the social side by 
thus making it appear to a y in Natchitoches hearing of our 
presence that it was all merely a meighborly dropping-in on 
a neighbor and not ai invitation to the walt 2 , as it were. 

, Veil, you know me and you know parties on ax y afternoon 
a'ndhow uh'likely it is that I shall do any gate crashing on my 
own hook, i did learn that there was to be among those 
present a dealer in art object with whom 1 have been wanting 
to talk for some time and tltis might be just the proper 
opportunity to discuss a dab of business without seeming to have 
sought an opportunity, CeeeLeste hasn t mentioned this 
cooked up business to me and sh.e may not know about it as 
yet. a shall not open the subject in hop^3 that it is so 
firmly established in her mixid that 1 don t care for 


3uch hurly-burly but if she brings 
accommodate the lady but, frankly, 
bout the whole thing. 


1 may consent to 
am a little different 


it up 


the 

. i 


moment is 


One of my most pleasant diversions at 
planting seeds of inspiration in the artist's mind and 
watching them come into flower in a fashio.n that she would 
swear in all honestness that they are original. I showed her 
that double page spread in the Edition Tel of the place of 
Versailles, most of the picture being sky Before the week end, 

& thi)lh s bf Ui i liaPtt,P%hV t bMe<i‘ P.b c ft\Me%fo*fM%M ^ili^ e o^upii^9it 
will be terrible or elegant and only the Lord knows . 


Wednesday, May B9th, 1. 57. 


Memorandum : 

I neglected to say in yesterday's memo that there 
would be no out-going mail on 'Thursday but you 
probably figured that one out in ad once anyway, and I 
shall hold this note to go with tomorrows for Friday's 
post. 

I cannot remember a lovlier day this Spring, all blue and 
sunny and delightfully cool in the morniixg and a dry 86 
in the wafternoon which seemed less, what with a gentle 
cool breeze stirring. I supposelots of people 
began their long week end today and I am hoping 
you may ha.ve the good luck to get a breather 
during the Memorial N a y week end. 


that 
sometime 


Everything was lovely across the fence at coffee time 
this morning but the lady was having difficulty in trying to 
rig up a Sunday schedule to her satisfaction for it seems 
she wants to crash the Alexandria party at the Keys camp 
on s un day a fternoon and at the same time get in some sort of 
a frolic at 1 and crawl in uxxder the ribbon at a wedding at 
5 and it is distressing when one has a chance to indulge in 
three different varieties of a squirrel-whirl in a single 
afternoon and one is faced by the prospect of possibly 
h a ving to cancel one to get in only two. 

J. H. weakened today when some pilgrims appeared and 
because two of them were .hormon missionaries out of 
Salt Lake and some female in iheir train was out of orham, 
he let them come in. This was the first time I had had 
a real &orham-ite in the role of Pilgrim and I made 
the most of it on the color line. I think the lady pulled out 
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If the letter from James, dated the 27th, 1 think, 
enclosed with yesterday's memo, is convenient, 

I should be glad to have it back as it occurs to me 
I might use the ante bellum stuff for a make¬ 
shift column when t short of that type of thing 
If the letter isn 1} conveniently to hand, pay 
to this, as it isn t important . 


not attention 






with her head in a tizzy but that suited me alright. 

But their presence was not without its advantage to me 
for just as as they arrived, the artist brought me a picture 
which she placed on the back gallery and left there to its fate. 

It wasn t until the pilgrims tt were shepherded out there 

that I 'jot a look at it and as they glance in its direction 

and never ba ted an eye-last, I felt fully convinced 

before getting a gander at the thing that it would be 

worth examining . And so, indeed, it was, a sort of 

one third architectural and two t irs aerial, with a blue sky 

heavily dappled with white clouds and seeming to have a touch 

of "grandessa" about it. On the face of this initial 

effort, I predict the ensuing season will eventually 

be'' know as the Hunter cloud era for I am convinced, now that 

she has set her hand to makirjg Heaven, she will be a bout the busines 

time and agin in the days ahead Of course, the cloud arrangement 

was something about which I never could have dreamed and 

was stirred up by one who certaiuly never saw anything like 

it in the skies but it is nevertheless of great soul value 

and I hope I may be able to dispose of it before Carolyn makes 

a nother round or she.will be wanting to set it aside to 

preserve for a permanent collection, —a standard joke 

between the artist and me and we laughed qt her on Sunday 

wh.en she was driving us down to St. Simon s, the artist 

pointing out that she has time and again had to tell me I 

h a d better hide this or that picture or "that lady" would 

be wanting it saved. Of course, I should be d&lightcd 

to save ever so many of them but 7 -?i order to keep the 

brush busy, paintings must be sola and I can part them 

with regret but without hesitation as I contemplate the 

probability that she will do bigger and better ones 

if given the chance that comes with additional 

sales, providing more materials for more pictures . 1 got 

quite a kick out of the artist when she returned, following f 

the departure of the hill-billies, she u sked me if 1 couldn t 

find he another board on which she would like to 

paint another sky tonight, explaining that she had so 

many pretty cloudy in her head just now that ±x it looked 

liked she was jus bound to get 'em down on canvas. 


A clipping from yesterday's Shreveport 
■hand concerning the ^testimony of tladcw w enk 
find and enclose. Do hope you ire 
as against the morrow . 


jetting a 


imes came to 
which 1 shall 
d a b of relaxation 


I 
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Thursday, May 50th, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

The absence of mai 1 deliveries is the only thing 
suggesting the presence of emorial Day. I suppose the 
bcoiks in town were closed since they have to observe 
national holidays by law. All other business houses 
were functioning as usual and I must remember to see if we 
observe any Decoration Day on the business front when 
the Confederate Memorial day rolls round, —sometime m 
June, as I recall. 

Ora telephoned me this noon. Sl.e didn t have much 
by way of news but did want to say she and her family had 
gone through the rigors of some sort.of an intestinal 
influenza but that they all had survived and were up 
and doing again ‘ She also mentioned that she chanced upon 
a scrapbook of some kind bearing my name m the college library 
the other day. I had known forborne time that one was being 
kept on Miss Hunter but I hadn t realized before that 
there was one ieingdevoted to me. 1 reckon there 

isn t much in print that would appear in such an item but 
I suppose the Cane Di ve r Memo may fatten the thing up a 

dab. 

' This morning 1 chanced to see J. M. at the store 
just after he had been talking with the F. B. I., —the latter 
dying for a Melrose touv 1’hey came tis afternoon, four 
strong and it was a repeat for two of them. a.H.is 
always so puzzled, as are other members of the family, when 
grown people feel an impulse to make a second go-round of 
the place the Henrys never have as yet seen. 

At coffee Celeste told me that one of he girl friends 
had some people from Minnesota and might I should! them 
about, giving me the telephone number. I tucked 
them in, slap on the heels of the departing F.B.I., so 
that my afternoon wassonewhat cluttered up with people 
but while regretted not having my whole time to doing 
some things wit. Andy, rigging up stuff against various ■ 
gardening projects, still, 1 thought it wiser to be 
done with the pilgrims at a single sitting and not let one 
•'group spill over into the morrow when I hope to dash in to town 
J to get some paints for the artist, etc., etc. 
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Aftersupper came the Macdonalds who hav a house 
on the" Jefferson, Texas, Pilgrimage and just as 
I was collapsing, J le people who occupy He c cr.p tel Hi' 
ijabou's house''brought some friends over. All in 
all summer must have arrived and although I, personally, 
didn't do much by way of id decorating graves, I guess 
I did my share by way of taking up slack from those who 
made the most of the legal holiday by other media than 
gracing war memorials. 

he bamboo racks I fashioned for Hunter e xhibition later 
in the season dried nicely and I tried them out this 
morning and when I had things all arranged, I never felt more 
like Ludwig de Baviere at Linderhof at a Wagnerian 
performance with the King being the sole person forming 
the audience. And when fourteen unters are massed 
together at a single space on a wall, the brilliance of 
an Arabian sunset pales in contrast. But I didn t have 
long to admire my engineering and Miss Hunter's handiwork before 
a visitor appeared, —la belle unter herself, toating 
a new cloud creation which was quite nice. She seemed 
amused that I was having such a fine time at the private exhibition 
of her work, and seeming a little astonished at some of 
the t ngs she had painted during the past month, some of which 
she had almost forgotten having tossed off. I shall never 
cease marveling at the fact that she has never retained 
a single picture she ever did and when confronted with 
examples of her artistry, glances at them in the same detached 
way one might let one's gaze pass along Fifth Avenue shopsx windows 
of no particular interest as one pass them atop a bus. 

Along■ the bamboo pole just below the eaves on the front 
gallery,, the gourd vine is stirring up something that 
may or may not he sufficiently impressive to tear down the 
pole., given time. This morning 1 noticed that for no 
apparant reason, the vine had suddenly decided to explode 
8 or 10 blossoms within the space of 8 or 10 inches instead 
of putting for its flowers several feet apart. it is quite 
possible most of these blossoms will fall off without having 
created any embryo fruit left behind but if it should happen 
the majority of the flowers should beget fruit, the weight 
of such, a concentration in such a limited space may well tear down 
t.e pole unless I hurry up and insert an iron barto keep 
the bamboo from sagging. 

Even as this memo, so the enclosures are of much interest but 
I pss them along that you may be kept abreast of things....... 


V 8636 


Friday, May 51st, 1957. 


emorandum : 

How can I begin to say how much I appreciate f 
your grand communication of Monday,arriving in today's 
post. 

And how can I hope to convey my gratitude 
for your request for a nod in regard to the tape 
recording matter. I withhold the nod momen arily, 
awaiting a response from Baton Rouge which I had supposed 
might well have[ been in today's post. Perhaps 
a definite Yes or !Io will arrive tomorrow and 
that will provide me with the opportunity to nod or to 
shake my head, depending upon what the letter states. 

But no matter what it has to say, my appreciation to 
little Miss Lee is all the same and always will be, for 
whether the recorder comes from Lyme or at on Ron e, it 
will always stand for just the sort of spirit thqt always 
permeated the heart of little Miss Lee. I haven t 
the slightest doubt that by Sunday or Monday at the 
very latest, the Baton Rou e report will come to hand 
and" I shall pass it dL ong im me lately for 
I do honestly believe the tape recording would be 
of the greatest service to me in the days ahead. 

And mqy I thank you sincerely for having passed along 
so many interesting things for my delectation. I am 
so glad you mentioned the May 81st birthday and I'm 
glad you two gals ould be together for it must have 
represented a natal cele brat ion that was truly genuine 
for you both. 

And thanks for giving me the final glimpse of the 
two lady jockeys from the old country who finally made up 
their minds to return to home base. I gather 
nobody was sorry at their decision. 

And, in pursuance of your thoughtfulness in sending 
along the 3 West or rather 3 East 88th Street address. 

I shall drop a line to the place although, at the 
moment, I'm not quite sure what I want to ask them,-- 
perhaps if they are reproducing co or things as formerly or 
some such. Naturally I'll pass along that response, too. 
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Sunday, June 2nd, 1957. 


And may I thank you, too, for sending along the ^PP^ 8 ' 

I shall be so glad to comm nicate with the lady at 5, rue -hristme 
to see what is what. And 1 am delighted you would like 
to have the Bernard Fay Ouis XVI and I shall send it 
along under separate cover . But I should be so happy 
uou would keep it for the only sentimental value the book 
has for me is based on the fact that Dr. Fay was once my 
teacher in 17th century literature and because la oelie 
Toaklas was so kind as to give the volume to me. but that is 
no reason,why I should keep the , book because, as you may well magi 
there isn't the slightest chance I shall ever have to 
find any (rne to read it to me and, as in the c ase o„ all 
'‘books one contemplates reading, this book, too, should be 
something that can be left to relax on the shelf to 
await the convenience of the person who, when leisure 
makes exploration attractive, finds time without pressure 
to turn through its pages. I suppose the life of the loth 
Louis might be considered dull enough but cm the other 
hand, a person with Fay's gifts might be able to use the _ 

King as a .peg on which to hand quite an interesting regalia, 
if the King is used as a symbol of di eclipse that 
had been such a glory in the 17th century and such a 
delicious sunset in the 18th century which somehow seemed 
to die in large measure just a bout the time the King did. 

S .0 accept the book, I pray, w ithout any thought of ever 
returning it hut nevertheless holding tight to the 
thought that eventually, in more leisurely times, we 
may, find many a happy hour to discuss it and the billions oj 
o hers which are awaiting mutual consideration jointly. 

I am amazed and delighted you heard from Carolyn. Chat 
she found time to daqh off a note se-ems miraculous, and, 
as you know, I haven t heard from her, save by telephone 
and personal contact~w in months. She was just as 
delighted with little Miss Lee as the latter was with her anc 
although ou contacts have been filled with projects more or 
less Dressing against time elements so that we have covered but 
little, there has been ample opportunity during such pressures 
to speak of vacations at Old v onita and VewOrleans, etc., etc., 
as against the morrow, all of which is so pleasant to 
contemplate. Your letter o the 27th is so wonderful, 
na y I say thanks a gain for having made it such a happy day for me.. 


Memorandum: 

Here it is June already and 1957 half played out and 
it seems but yesterday was the turn of the year. 

When I went to the Post Office on Saturday morning, the 
crowd on the gallery should have reminded me titat a new month 
had arrived during the night but it. wasn t until I heard the 
clerk call out to them that the Old Age Pension checks didn t 
come that Y, realized the crowd was made up of oldsters awaiting 
their stipend and that a new month had indeed blow in during the 
night. 

Off hand, it wouldn't seem that whether the cecks came 
on Saturday would make ai y difference to me but it does and 
I regret that they will not be here until tomorrow. For had 
they arrived on Saturday, the artist would have disposed of most 
of hers and would be in such as state as to permit 
a degree of excellence in painting by Monday. At the 
moment I have four pictures I want her to attempt and I 
should like to get them done this week so that Carolyn can 
pick them up and whisk them off to Old Bonita for 
filming, should she chance to pass this way during the coming 
ween end. But to paraphrase the Bible a bit, paintings 
as seen and executed darkly through the bottom of a glass 
bottle frequently do not turn out at their best and so 1 shall 
have to adjust my schedule to suit the consequences of the 
arrival of the Old Age Pension checks this month and hold the 
thought that i will not take long for the 
checks to disolve so that worth while pai nting can be 
resumed. 

I may have mentioned 1 envision a series of four 
pictures covering cotton that could be helpful both 
to theO'ordle project a i perhaps tb the 0 i C ' . cil 
s wcV . Th f f r . ’ *- \' ' w * *e ' c mp ' vel y 

:,-i significant, with the sky and clouds the dominant feature in 
qach. What I have in mind is (1) Planttng 

Cotton with an enormous green sky with clouds and some little folks 
n nd old fashioned gear busy at planting the newly ploughed earth 
which will be sort of yellowish in coir. For Mo. 2, 1 have 
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in mind a Cotton Chopping subject, with much rose sky to 
give emphasis to the tender green of the young cotton being 
hoed at the base of the picture . I should have said that 
a little Vashjiouse will appear in the first picture, the African 
House in the second. The Ho. 3 picture would be Cotton 
Picking in which Yucca would appear along with the cotton 
oickers at the bottom of tlte canvas, and a big blue sky 
with white clouds a bove. The 4th subject would be 
Cotton Ginning, with a rose gin and wagons of cotton at 
the base above which would spread a vast gray sky with 
a rose edged white cloud or two, the gin itself being the building 
in. this composition. It seems to me this should make a very pleasan 
series that could be used to ad antage in a dozen decorative 
scheme.ies, but so much depends on the disposal of the Old hge 
Pension check that only a week h.ence will 1 know how my fine 
plans came out. 

J. H. learned from one of the F. B. I. menon Thursday 
that the General goes to U a lter Reid Hospital for an 
operation oh :L uesday, a recent check-up revealing four growth.s 
in his intestinal tract. I know not if this be the malady from 
which the President and the Secretary of State suffered or not 
but if he comes through as well as they, it will be 
grand. It is said he looks grand and was doing some speech¬ 
making in Houston on Friday. Cathcing this matter early may 
give ne hope that the correction may be acc mplished 
with a maximum chance of success. 

I didn't go to the party given by the Mayor of Hatchitoches 
for the Mayor of Alexandria and75 other Alexandrians. The 
weather wasn^t very cooperative for it drizzled most of the 
afternoon Re had an inch of ain yesterday morning c nd 
perhaps about a half inch this evening. I understand 
Highway Ho. 1 to Shrefepcrt is closed again in the 
Powhattan area and current cloud bursts in sections of 
Texas and Oklahoma, draining into the Med River basin, 
will probably bring more over-flow. Fortunately this 
high water hasn a t effected cotton planting on this plantation 
but the continued rains incline the cotton, to spread its roots 
horizontally rather than sinking a tap root into the ground, 
the latter being of vast l t elp when deep summer droughts come 
along bu perhaps we aren going to have any drought 
this year. 

The Louis XVI volume and theBcntou catalogue 
go forward under separate cover by this same mail. 

I want to hear Mr. Alcorn "Meet The Press" tonight 
and see what Mae Craig or whoever can do to make the Alcorn 
seat a hot one for surely that program must provide about 
the hottest seat on radio and TV for most of those inter¬ 
viewed. ..... 


Monday, June 3rd, 1957. 


Memorandum : 


The weather is tlte thing , 


1 mention this fact first, since it is quite probable 
that there will probably be another slowing down of both out¬ 
going and in-coming mail and if such is the case, you will 
not he surprised. 

A man from Alexandria who came to dinner reported that 
the water was up even with the road at Zimmerman, a bout half 
way between here and Alexandria, and as Red River is on the 
rise and will be rising further during the next 7 or 10 days, 
we shall be cut off again, except by detour, both from the 
Horth and outh. 

The rise of Red a iver is caused by the heavy rains in 
Texas and Oklahoma which, wouldn t matter, if the rains would 
only concentrate in those States'•but the *<eather Bureau says 
a new low is forming over the^ulf .and that it will bring us 
five days of rain, and that will present the problem since Red Ri 
is now so .high that none of the water falling in this region can 
drain into it and so it just piles up between here and 
Montrose c.r.d in places further up and down the State. 

JIrs,. Beckernman telephoned me this morning, saying 
he Enterprise had just had a message from the Alexandria 
Town iTalk, saying that newspaper is planning a special 
issue to commemorate its 50 th anniversary and that they 
wanted a 11 0 page History of '•Natchitoches Parish for that issue. 
I said I would do it and thereupon sat down and knocked it 
off. 

But just as I tossed it aside, Carmen telephoned to say the 
Sam Houston College in Huntsville, Texas, wanted a History 
of Melrose and would I accommodate. I would, And 1 did. 

And so I feel I have done enough on this old machine for one 
day and shall accordingly let much of the usual Monday mail just 
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I don't mind saying I was provoked tonight 
when I sat down to listen to"Conversation", the 
Fadiman program on which Mrs. Roosevelt was the guest. 

I can think of nothing more delectable that hearing Mr. Fadiman 
and Mrs. Roosevelt have a go at anything. I was five 
minutes ahead of schedule and the program preceeding the 
"Conversation" doings was dull which I thought 
I could take with good grace in view of the premise 
of what .ms .to follow . You may readily, therefore , 
appreciate my feelings when. I discovered 45 minutes 
later that unwittingly, t had rested my eyes momentarily, as 
I thought, and had ended up by sleeping slap through 
what I wanted most to hear, 

0» occasion, however, I have had the good luck to 
stumble over a re-broadcast of this Monday night broadcast 
later in the week, and you may be sure I shall he doing 

heap of fishing a bout in the ether waves during the ensuing 
six days in hopes of eventually catching up with 
what I dosed through tonight, 

I didn't see the ladies at the coffee hour this morning. 
Another wedding was in the cards for 10 o 'clock in town and 
they had accordingly departed before 9 with a view of getting 
in a bit of chit-chat before the ceremonies got under way, 

I suppose. It would be interesting to know about how many 
they average at this season of the year during the course 
of a week just within this Parish. And when one considers 
the number of showers and suppers preceeding each 
nuptials celebration, the amount of chasing about 
i?i pursuit of festivities revolving about the marriages 
would he dizzying, to say the least. It seems 
to me I never saw Hedonism so rampant and while 
1 had never before thought about people getting drunk 
on bridal hoop-la, it does seem to me the ladies are 
getting mighty close to being intoxicated with the stuff. 

I have been foolish enough on occasion to try to figure 
out what elements there are in these wedding carryings-on that 
makes such a strong appeal to them but I have never got 
very far in arriving at a conclusion, although I must 
confess there are several elements, dear to their hearts, that 
are to be. found in such gatherings, as for example, the 
priest performing the ceremony is usually darling and 
thebride is usually darling, too, and her costume is usually da 
and -he flower arrangements are often darling and the punch and 
sandwiches and the birdal cake are usually darling, aid perhpas 
with such a concentration of things darling, there is scant 
chance one could ever find so many darlings all brought together 
for one singlebinge .. 


Tuesday, June 4th, 1957. 


Memorandum• 

"People are always talking about the weather 
but nobody does anything a bout it". 

4 

The Shreveport Weather Bureau issued a special 
bulletin this noon, alerting several Parishes ,— 

Hatehitoches and adjoining ones, tobe expecting a 
tornado or two between 1 and 8 o'clock this 
evening and that everybody living on a line 60 miibes 
wide between Fort Smith, Arkansas and Lake Charles to keep 
an eye and the cyclone cellar open. 

It is true that there was considerable rumbling 
of thunder during the afternoon and that the 
sky was a leaden gray but nothing ever really happened 
except for a sprinkle about 6 o'clock. We are promised 
showers for the morrow. 

We are told to expect Red a iver to get out of 
hand some time early next week from waters in Oklahoma 
and Texas and so, although Cane ‘"iver will not rise prob a bly, 
the other strea is and bayous around and about, natrually 
draining into Red, will simply back up and flood the 
neighbhood again but probably no more seriously than 
during ti pest B o:■ Z weeks. 

This constant, harping on the w her on my part must 
get mighty tiresome but * jot these points down that you 
may have a fair concept of what is really cooking when next 
week the newspapers may be talking about Louisiana flooding. 

The artist came to see me at 7 this morning, bringing 
a cotton ginning thing she had turned out and it proved much 
to my liking. I gave her another canvse to do a cotton picking 
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with much clouds and she was hack again at 1 o'clock, having 
turned out that composition which was even more to my liking, 

I had hoped to obtain some paints for her to try 
her hand at another special item and ordered the paints 
from Dallas over a week ago, with delivery promised 
■or last Friday but, of course, they haven t arrived as 
net and so 1 shall get somebody at the college to 
send me some from town, delivering them to Dr. Knipmeyer 
who will bring them to me on Thursday and so, I hope, 
but am never sure, the present impulse for doing a 
credit to herself and my aspirations will imp ell the 
artist to keep up the good work for another few days at least, 

Somehpw I lost an hour between 7 and 9 o'clock 
this morning and so was late for the coffeee hour but 
Madam regard eventually called me to ell me the time 
and she and I tipped the demi-tasses by ourselves as Celeste 
has in ;town at the Beauty Parlor, There is to be an 
afternoon party on hursday, — bridge, I believe, and 
so everything is in a tizzy as the hour approaches, making 
sure that the olives are chilled to just the_right 
temperature, etc., etc. You can readily imagine 
how truthful is the lady when she says that nobdy 
has any idea how busy I am". 

I was glad the Supreme Court ruled that people 
being tried by the *overnment should have the right to 
examine the F. B. I. files covering their cases. T have 
a lways thought we have to be pretty careful not to let 
the F. B.I. files get out of hand and crush the innocent 
If a man isn t given the right to face hisacc ser and 
to know what testimony has been given against him, he 
isn t much betteroff than the man who used to find 
himself in the bastille on a lettre de cachet which 
all of us had supposed had been eliminated ever since 1789. 

I think I did something foolish today when 1 
accented ^adam Regard's words of wisdom that the 
presence of 3 guash plants close to pumpkin vines would 
knock out the value of each, On the strength of 
her words, I pulled up all my. elegant squash vine plants 
but on reflection Y realized that 1 had been foolish to do so 
since only tb t e seed of the respective vegetables would be effec 
by this year s pollenizing and certainly not this year s 
fruit of the vine. Well, that's what I get for being 
hastey.. . 


8614 


Wednesday, June 5th, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

What a delightful surprise to discover an unannounced 
gift parcel in today's post. 

Heedless to say, I scurried straight home to 
explore its ,contents and was delighted with everything. Al¬ 
though your nice notq made no specifications as to distribution, 

I thought you wouldn t mind if I retained the major portion 
of the contents for myself . . ddly enough, the cravat 
first coming to hand was so much in 1 coloring and design 
like a sky the artist had just painted that I immdiiely 
resolved that in view of the source whence the article 
came and the mental association it gave me with the picture 
impelled me to set it aside for use when next I 
appear on some public platform. And the farther progressed 
in the package, the more convinced I was that I 
could make good use of all and so, if you don t mind, it 
'will be thus and I shall like each article the more because 
of the thoughts they will bring of the hands that prepared the 
gift package. 

And there was something usually inspiring about the 
whole business, too, that you will think about later. 

It chanced that I had just run out of cigarettes and 
naturally, as I found such a generous supply to hand, being 
in the pleasant mood the package had produced, I 
settled back in my chair, opened a pack and slowly puffed on 
the first one.. A sprinkle must have sifted over the garden 
for Emmet and Erwin began making a racket. Slowly I finished 
my cigarette and, putting it out, sat down to my desk and 
knocked off a column about, —of all things, —the ducks 
which I most certainly never should have done, had not 
the pleasant feelings about the heart and the pause the cigarette 
fforded provided me with the inspiration.. You will 
read the column within about three weeks and. you will think 
of your part in it as you run through it. 

And having "done the ducks", I was still in a mood 
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to knock out copy and so I hit off a second column, this 
one about .Pizza crackers which J might have done sometime but 
I doubt it, had not the state of mind which your surprise 
package had evoked been induced just when it was. This 
week's column will have to do about Pilgrims and next week's 
bout the crackers and zhe following week the ducks. The 
aucks is probably the better article but IshdLl ask 
he Enterprise to run the Pizza thing next week because it 
just occurs to me that the store I mention in Shreveport as 
being the source for this commodity in this area is one 
of the chain stores, —Winegarten or Weingarten or some such, 
a nd as they do large advertising, I might sent them the 
column when it appears and, if they have any sense, they 
might want to run it as an advertisement, And while 
I think of it, I heard on the radio tonight that the 
chain store strike in which Mrs. Eugene Wenk stuck out her 
neck w~s settled tonight. . 

I talked with both Mr. and Mrs. Beckerman on tlie 'phone 
this afternoon. They liked the Natchitoches article I 
did for the Alexandria Town Talk so much that they suggested 
it, too, be copyrighted and with a few paragraphs knocked out, t< 
on Alexandria-Natchitoches neighborliness, and expanding a 
few having to do with the story of Natchitoches, bringing 
the thing out in borchure style . Well, we shall see. 

I had referred to Emanuel Prudhoome and his portrait 

at Oakland, using the phrase, "this cultivated planter"," 

and Mrs. Beckerman was puzzled by it, thinking cultivated 

meant something to do with tilling the soil , I told her 

she might change the culittxedxio cultivated to cultured and 

.she liked that petter.. I also r,eferried to the esplanade 

on Front Street as being beautifully parked" and as they felt 

that referred to automobile parking, I let .them change it 

to something like "festooned with flowering shrubs" or some such 

Through a error in spacing, they were knocked out, combing 

dictionaries, etc., by the phrase that .ran something like 

"it was 7)at until the early 1800's that a metamorphosis 

from apeltry economy: to an agriculral one". The word that 

got them down, of course-, j was "apeltry". As I had spoken about 


Thursday, June 6th, 1957 


Well the wonders never cease, --it never rained 
a drop today. 

Nothing else of interest haveppened either but 
it was a good day to work and I made the most of 
the dry earth to do much digging in same. 

I must confess to a bit of annoyance, 
however, when the post failed to bring forth any 
communication from the " ureau , of the %lind regarding 
the tape recording machine. One more day may go bye without 
an acknowled ,ement of my letter and then if the 
response isn t forthcoming, I'm going to start 
q, bit of a ftre under the seat of the proper 
dead heads in the department concerned. 

• 

Your friend, Madam Beaufort, blew in at t'eleste 's 
just at the coffee hour this morning, bringing 
an elegant flower arrangement, consisting mostly 
of cape jessamine and all white dasies, —without 
the usual wbtix yellow centers, and the flowers set off 
in festoons of larger greenery and resting in 
a white vase and it was really elegant. 

It .is a pity I always have to begin b y tromping 
Beth down at the outset of any encounter we have, and 
after I have properly kicked her in the 
slats, she becomes docile and almost human but 
that doesn t compensate me. for the necessity of 
having to §lq> her down at the outset for it robs me 
of energy that I should much rather expend in other 
directions. 


She opened up on me by saying that I had to 
give her seyen dollars and fifty cents for 
Miss E or mon s new edjtion of her old flower book. 

Naturally, I told her promptly that she must be as crany as 
she looked if she thought I was giving her 
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„ rpn t. I told her that what was more, I was 
expecting Carrie, ~and this ms a lie, - to send me 
complmentary copy for review purposes jor 
mu column. This rought a wail 

out of la Cloutier who said she wanted to announce 
the book with a bang and that I would have to echo 
I told her I wasn t dreaming of doing an ythmg of 
the sort for expected her attempte d 

publicity 1 would be a fizzle aiyway and while my review 
.not amnaunt to much, of one thing she might 
be .-ure, it at least wouldn t be the echo of a fizzle. 
She said the Louisiana^ardefi Club had to guarantee 
ten thousand dollars in advance to the publishers ,— 
HacFarland, or some such of Hew ork, and added 
she hadn't not a single subscription a s yet. 
is she is slated to be ?resident of the Club when 
the book is supposed to be brought out on 
some uncertain date next year, she naturally 
is giving thought to how she is going to r aise the 
ten thousand. 

Dinner was pleasant, what with 
three doctors from the Federal Experiment 
Station of Shreveport being present and as they all 
are gay, it was quite jolly. 

Five minutes after reaching home, I was 
both surprised and delighted to find 
Dr. Brui'ere knocking at my door. I 
learned he is planning to practice m Shreveport, 
feeling that all the turmoil going 
life for professional people th.ere 
at the moment. I had learned from 
somebody the other day, perhaps Ora, that 
Bruiere is considered one of the finest 
surgeons in this State at the. present time, l 
think he is the first surgeon of eminence 
who is a negro I have ever known. He invited me 
tospend any week end I cared toat his ho^e 
in Shreveport which, when I accept, ought to 
cause quite a flurry in the hpme of at least 
one other Shreveport medico. T have met 
his wife, of course, and 1 understand the Bruieres 
have a. very pleasanthome. There are so many 
nice people in this world if one only gets around 


might 


on in S a iti makes 
rather uncertain 


Dr. 


to 

as 


see 


them or, better yet, stays put and welcomes them 


they pass bye 


I 


Friday, •June 7th, 1957. 


Memorandum: 

Another 
night except 
heavy clouds 
for - a little 

re-assuringly to state that "the worst is yet to 
come", not in the form of future rains but in rivers 
spilling over their banks along about a week from now 
as this week's deluges in Texas and Oklahoma get down this 
way. Surely this ought to enable all of us to 


day of sunshine but it's a moonless 
for the thin filer of light coming through 
. Perhaps, by way of novelty, we may be heading 
shower. The Weather bureau continues 


get our water wings well 


inflated 


ahead of time. 


I was genuinely sorry to learn from Carmen 
today that she is putting in her resignation with 
the or from the^hamber of Commerce this coming 
week and will take a job with the Bed Cross, one that 
Pays much more money, she says. The bu§det of 
the Chamber of ommerce for the ensuing year jives 
the lion s share to Mr. opelad who is alright 
for trying to attract industries but no good 
at exuding charm on tourists, —our only hope 
of increased income, at which Carmen is splendid. 

Mr. Beckerman telephoned me this afternoon 
confidential matter. He publishes the American 
and it is fiancially profitable to 
the Legion. The Rotary Club 
that the local cell of the 
getting up a pet tion to 


Legion 
him and 


on a 

paper in this area 
he is a member of 
advised him today 
American legion is w . „ . 

be signed by all who will, after which it will 
be forwarded to Tresident Eisenhower, 
asking him to intervene in the Gerard case 
and bring the soldier who shot the •Japanese woman 
b a ck to this country for trial. Mr. Beckerma^ said 
he had been so % busy running his paper he hadn t kept 
up with the case and wanted a symposium, especially 
from the legal aspects of the case, from me. I gave them 
to him as I saw the various elements involved. I told 
him quite frankly I thought that the President was 
right intaking the position he had already announced and 
should not alter his position and that I felt Gerard 
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apanese Court, as had already been fully 
taken by the "mericah Legion 
tand taken by too many Sou herners 
Many of them opposed 

‘ ' * • the balance 


should be tried by the a, 
agreed upon. The stand 
smacks too much of the s 
following the Civil War, 

'hostilities before the war beg n but for 
of t eir lives, following its conclusion, they tended 
to glorify the thg thich had never had anything 
its inception to glory about and such, in my opinion, 
the situation in the Gerard case and it s ridiculous 
to start a lot of flag waving about something 
which never was worth of raising a flag 
in the first place, 

I had -uite a few telephone calls today f rom 
7p mAn had read the Pilgrim article and were kind 


Sunday, June 9th, 195? 


its conclusion 


about 


Memorandum : 

At the moment I can't say on whom the joke was but 
perhaps on all of us present. At dinner today, Celeste said sh< 
had some people cming at 4 and she would appredate it if I 
would come over to a little chat. I accommodated the lady. 

They were people I had met before, mostly from Lafayette, and 
we could talk about Lionel eanmard, Joel Fletcher and so 
on, a;id it was all very pleasant. 

In the midst of things, however x Celeste arose to announce 
that some colored friend of *>. H., recently arrived from 
California, had brought J. H, a very special bottle of 
half century old California champagne and that she wa3 opening 
it there and then. And good as her word, she did just that, 
filling the champagne glasses bountifully and we all took 
a fti d and allowed as how wonderful it was. 


Dr. Watson 8 secretary called late in vne ujvernoon uu , e* 
of the Directors meeting, scheduled to discuss Fort busines 
at 5 o'clock at the hotel. I thanked her and lied, b 
saying I hoped to be present. 

As 1 headed back into the arden, the ’phone 
rang again. This was the f resident of 
the Rotary Club, asking me to be a member of a panel 
discussing the Gerard case, with one or two members of the 
American Legion being my associates. I declined, seeing no 
point in a public exhibition of locking horns with flag— 
wavers who would be so-busy making the American Eagle scream 
that the merits of the case would never come up for discussion 

I have been typing this memo in the dark, 
preferring the gentle breeze from the Gulf to the artifical 
cyclone of an electric fan, the presence of all kind of 
bugs from adjacent stangant waters making it unthinkable 
to leave the' doors and windows open, once lights 
inside the house have been turned on. 

Carmen told me today she had had a Baton Ron e call 
from Carolyn a couple of nights back and that the la tter 
had put off her return to Marshall until mid week coming, 
and asking Carmen to advise me. Botli Miss Ramsy and Mr. 
Register appearmuch too bogged down in pressing pursuits 
to get tangled up in paper work, it would appear. 

I don’t think Mr. Register is killing himself but there s 
_ chance Miss Ramsey might be wearing herself thin . 
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Monday, June 10th, 295?’, 



Mial continues thin from d 1 directions al though 
the telephone business seems to be picking up somewhat, 
including a call from little Miss Ramsey who said she 
was departing from Baton Rou e for Hew Orleans for the week 
end, returning to Baton Rouge on Tuesday and thence to 
Natchitoches for a meeting with the Old House ladies con- 
cerning publicity on Wednesday and after that on to Marshall • 

She said the movie is going along alright and the people 
in the Welfare department very helpful and that they had secured 
a graduation exercises picture for the film 
which was very satisfactory • I recommended that she 
contact Mr. Ogden of the Dixie Roto-Picayune on Monday with 
a view to getting busy with an article or two that would 
somehow feature the local artist for I should like to move some 
of the masterpieces on hand to pay for the creation of some biggt 
and better ones. She said she had heard, — 1 know not how and 
didn t ask, —that James, having had quite a prolonged go at 
research, had come to a blank waL 1 in the matter of converting 

the data into story form, — a trick that has confronted many 
nother person. I am inclined to believe that there is as 
great an Art in research work as in writing and that the two 
are seldom found in equal proportions in the same indi idual. 
Frank y, 1 cannot quite imagine James having much success 
in writing although his research work may well be tops . 

Today there buried w r. D U ck at St. Augustine's on 
Little " iper. a may have mentioned him before, -- a man not 
to be confused with Emmet or*rwin for Mr. Duck s red name 
was David Remq, an uncle of Madam Fugabou and also uncle 
of the artist s last year's helper , Who ever had charge 
of the funeraT arrangements hit on the happy hour of 3 for this 
afternoon. The thermometer stodd at 95 which must have 
made the Church, void of electricity wild fans, quite warm. 


I turned on the radio at noon to get a weather report 
only to disocver my clock was slow and the Woolworth 
hour had begun and Hildegarde was singing C'es Magnifique, 
or some such song and something afterward was said about her 
appearing in a musical this summer, b perhaps in country stock, 
i usually like the way she handles a song and the trio she warble 
were quite pleasant. Did youever hear tell she cam from aeons 
or s me such place. But I must break off and see if l can 
find, a ^eet the Press or face the ' at ion . 



Memorandum : 

- Another day without rain with the thermometer at 95 
which didn t seem so warm,, what with a fine breeze from 
the Gulf blowing moisture up into Oklahoma to meet a cold 
front that will combine to give us further dampness under foot. 

1 suppose that is one of the peculiarities about 
floods in this section of the country, —they seldom come 
with the rains but days or weeks afterward when the skies have 
been blue for days on end and the earth i self seems in need 
of a rain . 

Blythe didn't get up last week as she had planned and 
now that the water has inundated the main highway between here 
and Alexandria, she probably wont be moseying along in this 
direction very soon. 

The day's post brought a business letter from 
Arthur Jaffe in which he hadded a personal note, saying 
it was pleasant to be reminded of the old days and that 
his frau joined in sending greetings .. He enclosed samples 
of the color work I asked about and said such creations would 
run about IS cents apiece . T qhall save the letter for a 
few days to call it to Carolyn s attention, assuming she 
may pass this way along mid week and then I shall pass 
it along , I. of course, responded forthwith, 
thanking him for his quotation and telling him 1 was sending 
along a copy of the cook book which 1 thought his said frau 
might enjoy turning through As I recall, the lady herself used t 
handle the letter writing and I shouldn t be surprised if she 
it was whowrote the letter. 

In the gourd section, the vines seem to be really getting 
into their seasonal stride. T measured the growth of three 
1 vines at random as between yesterday and today and found each had 
extended himself six and a half inches. Attain such a speed, 
it, of course, doesn t take them long to mount to the summit 
of a twent foot bamboo pole, and several of t hem have already 
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Tuesday, vune 11th, 1957 


spurt ed to the top and are non) swaying gently in the 
breeze, half way down the pole again. 

Some of the embroy fruit is ever so pretty, some 
a deep yellow, some white or cream, some green, some green 
stripes on white and some, —they but be inthe mulatto 
class, with their co oring half yellow and half green, 
although not evenly spread throughout the individual gourd 
but a concentration of design, say, for example, all yellow 
in the upper half,, all green and white stripes on 
the lower. 1 t will be interesting to see what 
transpires as they grow and whether the two designs on 
the same groud will maintain its separte designs or 
if eventual y the two types will fuse into a single 
general pattern for the entire fruit. The largest ones now 
are only about as big aroundas a fifty cent piece bu that seer 
be sufficient in size to give one. some notion as to what the 
general countours will be.. 1 am tying strips of white cloth 
on the vines bearing white blossoms to see if 1 can determine 
by these marking the difference in the fruit of the vines bear; 
white flowers and those bearing yellow one. 


Memorandum: 

I must say T think little Miss Bee would be 
delighted if she could see how much delight her recent surprise 
package is affording. I speak first hand about this matter 
and find my days the happier because of the presence of the 
package on which T draw and on the sentiments arising 
with each draw. 


Today was another of those which proved that all the 
old saying about St. Medard or St. Swithin ushering in 40 days 
of rain if so much as a sprinkle appear $ on June 8th. We 
got a solid inch on the 8th and it hasn train since. We 
were again in the mid 90's today and tonight s low will be 
a bout 75, with gentle breezes to make both daytime and night 
time temperatures pleasant enough, what with the humidity lew. 

I got quite a few pieces of mail today, none of which I 
h a ve read as yet, what with the secretaries yet s lost somewhere 
in the shuffle. 1 notice one from "Miss Mah and one from 
Bob Segleau and I shall be especial ly interested in learning 
what Bob hap to say in response to my recent letter wherein I 
congratulated him on finding whatever it is he is finding 
in Catholicism and asking him quite frankly how 
his daughter fitted into this feeling of satisfaction 
he has with life in general. As people often- have a way 
of reading or hearing or seeing only what they want to, 
perhaps he will skip any answer to that particular inquiry. 

I was frankly surprised to see a» envelope bearing the General's 
disti ctive hand writing. It enclosed a clipping and a little 
note, as near as I can make out. It seems to me it was a week 
ago today he was heading out for Washington and Walter 
Reid Hospital for his Wednesday operation and here he is 
back in Baton “ouge going about his usual routine, so J. H. says. 

I didn t know it until ° . H. told me thdt in intestinal 
operations of this sort, —whatever this sort was, the 
operation requires no carving on the torso, the necessity for 
doing that being obviated by somehow operating through t he 
rectum, —as I understand it, the intestine being removed through 
that outlet, effected sections cut out and the remaining 
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Wednesday, June 18th, 1957 


sections spliced back together again and returned into 
the body, all of which sounds miraculous to a person 
with an unscientific mind such as mine. Be that as it 
may, a week from the day he headed out for Washington, 
the General is back home, the operation successfully 
perormed and the patient no longer apatient, 

But wyhile out beyond my depths on things scientific, 

I might as well in uire why somebody hasn t pointed out,— 
or perhaps they have, - that the vast difference between 
the 18th century concept of the basic point in the 
political Constitution is the fact that men are created equal 
while the 80th century concept seems to be that men 
may be cremated equally. 

The gourd vines grew another half inch last .night and, 
thanks to the absence of rain which tends to knock off the 
blossoms, the flowers are now holding very nicely and scads of 
them have developed into gourds varying in size from the 
last joint of your little finger to about the size of your rfist. 
Oddly enough, the ones which will grow to bp the largest, 
reaching a length of 3 or 4 feet, remain the smallest at the 
start while the little water melon shaped ones, reaching a length 
of 5 or 8 inches when mature and precisely the shape of 
a water melon, ha >e already reached their full growth. The 
changing sea of green leaves swells upward so rapidly, asf rom 
dusk to dawn, that I find myself impatient on awakening 
to gird up my loins and go to see what has taken place during 
the■night. 

As the vines begin to branch, sending out tendrils in 
unexpec ed directions, usually at^right angles to the parent 
stem, one finds it advantageous to turn these branches in this or 
that direction that they may more readily ctach hold of the 
nearest be boo and for this purpose, since the new tendrils 
are frequently far above my reach, I have fashioned a wand 
■from a bamboo pole. The wand is perhaps five feet in length 


Memorandum : 

Hot, breezey and pleasant and more roads under 
water. 

While across the fence in the midst of the 
coffee cups this morning, Carmen telephoned me at that address 
to say she had just received a telephone from Thelma 
Kyser at the college who, in turn, had report r,at 
she had just had a telephone call fromCan lyn 
in Baton Rouge, saying that she would be in Baton Ron e 
for anothe two weeks or so and therefore would hot 
be able to keep her ap pointment for. today with the 
Old House Publicity Committee and would they 
bounce said information dong to me, 

I hold the thought that Carolyn isn t letting the 
irons forged in Manhattan get too cold wflile she is fiddling 
with the movie, B am hoping she isn't letting the Picayune 
stuff simmer too long before submiting it, I had hoped 
to confer with her some time this week on Hunter compositions 
in order that we might shape future production along certain 
lines to be decided at such a conference, As we had no 
opportunity to confer during her Sunday beief stop over 
on M~y 81st or whenever, so far as Hunter matters were 
concerned, it looks like another month or b wo may 
elapse before that matter can be gone into. Somebody might 
a s well turn around the old adage, - " Too many cooks 
s o81 the broth", by simply expressing the hope that 
too tnany broths don't wreck the cqok and broth to boot. 

But I am thankful the Carolyn telephoned Thelma 
directly, passing the news around that way for this is 
the third time the Publicity Committee has had its rendez¬ 
vous with Hi S3 Ramsey postponed and it is better that she 
do the postponing. Carmen said that Thelma plans to be 
.in Baton Rouve Friday night and^she, acting on behalf 
'of the Committee will transact business with Hiss Ramsey 
then and inhere, I shall be amused if B learn subsequently that 
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ot out of hand, too, or rather that the appoint 
consumated, what with high water aid all 
between now and a couple of days hence, 

e Bible's book, - Jonah, Chapter IV again 
red that cut worms had smitten the 
' the house nad it was dying. "God 
the Good Book, so 1 suppose 
f w ;r in this pie for 
been ''one''worm prepared by God, there 

• other than God as 

flock of them , 

' 'j, destroying vast 
of the withered leaves and I m 

.• •'‘ • God nor the 

the Gourd Garden itself where 


hursday, June 15th, 1957 


that 
ment 
that 

J thought of 
today when 1 disc- 
gourd vine in fro 
prepared a worm , says 
the Devil must have had a finge 
while there may have L.. 

were gobs of others and I suspect someone 
being responsible for such a n 1 +y -° 

■1 burned the vine immediately 
clusters of eggs laid on many < 
busy tonight holding the thought that neither 
Devil may prepore a worm m .... .... 
things thus far appear so flourishing. 

Jhen I walked into the store tonight just before 
supper. o. *. chanced to be there, discussing radio w 
the clerk and turning to me, asked if my radio was wo 
r n limned as, how it was. li e showed me a new admiral 


Memorandum 


How nice to find an envelope in a 
fcmiliar hand in today's post and thanks for 
sending along the stuff for an extra column in 
the form of the letter from d ames. 

* 

naturally I an sorry to learn that there is the 
cloud of what you describe as "a little problem" but 
until 1 le rn its nature, 1 shall hold the thought 
that it may not be impossible to solve. 


There seems to be a lot of religious and social 
G ctivity going on up and down this bend of the river toni 
The case of the artist Hunter is one example. She came 
to the surface early this morning, telephoning me 
at 6 o'clock or a little before . I believe one of her 
grandchildren living up the road a house or two has 
taught her which numbers to dial when s)e wants to talk 
with 8045 but for some reason which isn t clear either 
to her or me, shedials the number and then hangs up 
her receiver and my 'phone rings but she doesn t 
remove her receiver to start the c onversation. 

Having learned this peculiarity, I> get a round it 
easily enough by the obvious means: when my 
'phone rings and 1 answer and get no response, I 
guess the identity of the caller, after u)hich I hang up 
my receiver for a minute or two and then removing it, 
dial her number, 8.041, and Lo'. Miss Hunter responds, 
all expectant in awaiting the opportunity to 
complete the connection she herself has initiated. What 
a business, trying to get the artist acquainted with 
the operating of a telphone . 

She explained she was entertaining the Chirstian 
Mothers at her house tonight and wondered if 
s/ie migfyt. hav some flowers. Tonight her place must be 
giving way at the seams with the bunches of gardenias 
a nd the armfuls of grandiflora magnolias. 

i'/ehn she passed this way, I was busy contending with 
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June 14th, 1957 


of cape jessamine flowers and granaijlorcue jor oug ausv 
hut I haven t great faith in the hug dust and so am 
holding the -thought that God may not be busying 
Himself, further in preparing a worm, with no 
apologies to Jonah, 

We had a slight shower thi s a fternoon at S and so 
I got Murphy and Andy, freed from the cotton patche to 
give me a hand on a few undertakings in the white garden 
Picture our surprise, after having admired half a 
dozen fine nearly ripe tomatoes at the 
west end of Ifucca as we went to the worth 
or White Garden side., when, on our return by the same 
route twenty minutes later, not having been more 


Memorandum 


night and it's all very pleasant, e spec 
a nice breeze keeps on blowing from the 
to carry rains north but, by some 
paradox, keeping the local 
humidity down. 


I began this letter in the dark, thinking 
to leave the doors and windows open so that l might enjoy 
the meandering sephers but the first paragraph convinced 
me, due to the shortness of the lines, that 1 must have 
started off with a v enholme margin, and hence the 
alteration, after I had draw draperies over the doors and 
window to discourage miSnUito visitors, 

Something went wrong at The Enterprise this week so 
that the fizza cracker thing wasn t printed and 
so my letter to the Shreveport supply house had to 
be shelved for another week, 

. Last night I finally got around to thank 
la Monte span for her letter at birthday time, 

1 asked the clerk to check the address and, to my surprise 
he told me la bag was in " atchit-oches yesterday and 
he believed she was there today. He said J, H, 

Williams had seen her but J, H, Henry had not and 
tha the latter had remarked that he believe her husband 
wasn'tactudLly dead but that she had simply^umped t 

him,'' Whehter J, H, was making that up or not, I wouldn t 
know but I am told he is not seeing her. He also told 
the clerk, or perhaps some else told the clerk, 
that the woman was getting a job in Baton Rouge, 

I wish she might go b a ck to Hew Mexico or even further 
but even so Baton Bouje is better than Alexandria, 

It goes without saying that I did not forward my 
letter. 
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Sunday, June 16th, 1957, 


Ruby Dunkleman, an old friend of Miss Cammie's, 
who teaches weaving, 1 believe, at the college, 
brought down a couple of nice ladies this afternoon, - 
one from Indiana who was sort of old maid-ish but 
nice and the other from Uilledgeville, Georgia, of all 
places, 1 am hoping that she may write after she 
finishes her college course here and returns home for 
I think 1 should enjoy corresspondence from that 
quarter where Aunt Pittipat, up until todj.y, was the 
only lady 1 ever elt I knew who had been to that 
place, 

I gather God continues to prepare a worm for I found 
a couple more ‘dead gourd vines this morning and several 
bugs of the terrapin variety but I made another 
assault on them with the artist's bug dust and I am 
under the impression that I shaL 1 have a pretty good 
crop regardless, I notice four or five 

vines have climbed to the top of the Washingtonia Robusta 
palm which is perhaps £0 or 25 feet in height so I suppose, 
"excusin' the bugs", one may expect to find gourds 
seemingly gowing where dates should he by the time 
: nother month or two has passed. 

It is pleasant to r eport that all the seed of 
the zinnia, stemming from the Flower Show, have produced 
excellent plants and nearly all of tltem are already in 
flower and mighty pretty they are, too. Celeste was 
casting at out for a week end bouquet today, in 
spite of the dozens of cape jessamine blossoms all over 
the place, and I suggested she might help herself to 
some of the zinnias which, it was evident, she was dying 
to h,ve but didn t quite dare ask for. She doesn't know it, 
but I have secret teds a bo: t which she will never know, 

-iid while she is snipping herself a fine bouquet from 
the borders of the bricjt wg.lk in front, of the big 
house, 2 shall be cutting some for myself in the 
Yucca neighborhood which she will never see, F left 
one plant each in the earth pots in which I planted 
the seed originally, from which I trail splanted the rest 
when they had sprouted and these potted zinnias now 
grace the base of St, Giggin s Fountain and are 
delightful splashes of colorant that spot, . I ,S. 

Willard just called, saying she had lunched Atth Carolyn inB, 
yesterday and shooting of picture begins Monday, I thought it 
had already been shot or at least half shot . 


R, 


'emorandum : 

Deep summer withal and quite pleasant, 

. I am writing °ames tonight, pointing out that 
what with the weather being as it is, so difficult for 
concentrating on literary matters, I thought I 
would sk him how he would like to consider mulling 
ever a business proposition of his own making to some 
manufacturer, From what 1 hear, writing 
his hook on the Jalon Prince is uphill business and 
perhaps an opportunity for him to bustle about in a sub- 
stitue enterprise for the,moment may provide him with 
spiritual satisfaction and make a good dinner 
conversation piece for.a few month to keep Kay happy. 

My porposition to him is that we tr to sell 
somebody in the chemical or patent medecine field 
the idea.of marketing some pills that will guaranteee 
human beings and dongs against ticky a d red bugs, 

I am astonished some such item hasn t been on the 
counters for years and perhaps there has been some such 
item but if os, it hasn p t been sufficiently advertised 
to come to my attention. 

I have been suffering from red bugs and ticks for 
several weeks in spite of the fact that I remembered 
that an old negro years ago told me what our surveyor 
recently confirmed, that a spoonful of plain 
sul hur will drive off every one of such items and 
if a pinch of sulphur is taken once a d a y, following the 
first spoonful (teaspoon), the red bugs et al will start 
in a panic in the opposite direction when they seem you 
coming. 

I got some sulphur yesterday and within 15 or 20 
minutes from t aking the easpoon of the stuff, the 
bugs had departed t I gave some to Celeste tonight 
to put in her dog s food and I shell be interested to 
learn if the reaction is the same with canines and with 
humans, Such a simple rem c dy appears to require some 
chichi to make it convincing and so it strikes me a 
dab of sulphur made up into pill form would be just 
the checker. I 11 pass this thought along to 


r~ 
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Monday, June 17th, 1957. 


James and although nothirj may ever cone of it from 
his endeavors, it may provide him with an 
opportunity to fill in an otherwise slack summer. 

Wehn I appeared across the fence for dinner today, 

I was quite taken aback when v phn ■'<snk walke « ? . 

in vresenting J. H. and me with a box, — identical, of 

candy for'Father'3 Day, the attractive box bearing 

-he leaend : "For Fathers or rather* or Men inly. *ne 
Xocoines were delicious, aswe die covered after 
dinner when 1 passed my box abou<. the table. 

Then followed one of those curious manifestations 
of something or other, perhaps childishness, perhaps 
something else, when Celeste asked me if she might 
take a few pieSes of the candy for herself and her 

nether ilifowjh J. H. '» Vt Si” box 

o j H. doesn t eat candy, they will have al of his co~, 
to boot If af'yone from town ever bakes me a cake or a 
pieandCelestehears bout it, she is so unhappy until 
"mother and I" get a hunk of it. Surely ^ 

Dsvchiatrists ought to have fun going into o > 

tail spin with this peculiar quirk in Celeste s make up. 

Had the two boxes not been identical or the 

contents different, there might have been the 

excuse in a desire to round up ol 1 varieties, but 

since there was not the esligh est difference in 

the box or the contents and since they already had 

one full bor and 3ix people had already had a go at mj, 

box following,dinner, it does seem odd. that Celeste 

simply couldn t let me get out without asking me 

for some more~candy from iyy box for herself and her 

mother. 

An aftermath of the departure of Mr. Macdonald 
of the gargse <■»<» <| Migtlooi of «k. overeeel„ g de 

came to light this week when a full blown still 
was found in a lean-to attached to the garage. _ 

One would think that would have been the first thing 
they would have tought.of dismantling or taking 
with them when they moved. 

I was glad to hear on the radio that Bed River has 
fallen a few inches at Grand Score. Paradoxically enough, 
it is risina in Bayou Brevelle which again has 
the hntrose Lane deep under but a general d ™inage 
ought to begin within a few days and we shall be back 
to normal again, I reckon.......• 


Memorandum : 

Still deep summer and I was interested to learn 
from the Weather Bureau today that fro the next 
five days, something less than a minute' will be the 
variation as between sunrise and sunset. The old concept 
that June 21 st was the longest day in the year seems to have been 
a rather finer point than I had realised since there appears 
to be at least five days of about the same sort of daylight being 
handed out as between 508 (5:08( am and 7:24 pm. 

The past 24 hours seem to have held lots of local hodge¬ 
podge on the local news front. I may or may not have 
mentioned at along about 6;30 last night, Celeste wanted to 
see the progress being made by the gourds and that just as 
we were passing in front of little'Miss Alberta's 
studio, Mitchell, the Axe, obviously three sheets in the wind, 
came staggering out of the kitchen of the big house. Celeste 
wondered what in the world he had been doing in the big house. 

The cook - told me this morning that he had eaten a pound and 
a half of bacon, among other things. It has always been 
a puzzle to me that J. H, puts up wit such trashy people 
as Mitchel, Sam Brown and the like. 

Just after I had finished the mail last night, Carolyn 
telephoned from Clarence, saying she had been to M arshal 1 
for the week end and was heading back for Baton Rouge via 
Highway 71, taking her 14 yearold nephew with her . She 
telephoned for :io especial reason except to say Howdy and to 
say that she was continuing down 71 on the Hast b a nk of Red River, 
what with the roads closed on this side of the river. She confirmed 
tl& I, S. "illcrd report that she planned to begin shooting 
the movie today. I should think she was using bad judgement 
to take her 14 year old nephew with her when- such important 
matter, requiring cl 1 her attention and strength are o;» the time¬ 
table but that is only my opinion. 

She said she thought the shooting would be done in a couple 
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of weeks and, should the roads be open in this area, she would 
pass th'is way- with her nephew, en route for Marshall where 
she expected to remain for a couple of weeks. 1 wonder 

about the Picayune articles for May and June of this year. 
Something tells me they are lost in the shooting. 


Tuesday, June 18th, 195 ?• 


A fl ter I had gone to bed, --1 suppose it was about 11, 
my 'phone rang and I responded. The honkey tonk thought 
they had somebody at the a rtist s on the wire and said 
somebody had better come up to -he honkey-tonk and get 
te artist's daughter, J ackie, once Mrs, Clyde Claude 
Emmet Davis, whose boy friend had just knocked her down, 

I couldn t help laughing when I told the honkey-tonk 1 
thought it had the wrong number, I saw the a rtist 
this mroning and she never breathed a word about v, ackie. 

This afternoon I was provoked when Olite, son 
of Mitch el, who was supposed to be mowing the lawn, got into 
the ice box at the big house and drank up the quart of 
chocolate milk I had place there against the morrow s breakfast. 

As there were amplestores of ice water and chilled milk in 
the rc rigerato n, it must f-.ave been the chocolate i, C ' <. 

f • 1 t tost ^nd, for all I know, he perhaps likes it as 

well as I do but I take it he has better s ense than 
to spend his money in purchasing the stuff, 

• 

I chatted for a few minutes with d , H. this noon. He 
is revising the probable number of people who may 
attend the PecaAe Growers Association barbecue on Wednesday 
revising the estimate upward, to about 600 people. 

After visiting me early this morning, the artist 
returned about 4:30, bringing with her a rendition 
of cotton planting which turned out precisely to my liking, 
and I thought it about time, for this was her third attempt, 
and, so far as T was concerned t it was to be three 
times and out if this one hadn t come up to s tandard, 

*•* 

* Carmen called to relate some college scandal. The wife 

of a young lawyer, son of an ancient Natchitoches family, the 
Mel kins, worked at the college as secretary or so.ne such. Somebody 
stumbled over her at dalliance with a young professor, proud 
parent of a four month old son. The professor was permitted 
to resign. I know’ not if some unkind soul passed the woxidx word 
,long to the - /; elfcius or not. 

And now 1 must up a?id to the radio to_see what sort of 
a conversation, spelled with a big C, Mr. Fadiman and 
Sendtor Fulbright will hold and I imagine I am 
going to like it as T hold the t ought other may, by 
a streak of good luck find an opportunity to enjoy it, too . 


Memorandum : 

It's ever so pleasant tonight, what with a 
decided cooling that came to us at close of day when 
Natchitoches got an inch and a half of rain and we 
didn't get a cloud but are benefiting from the effects 
of the neighboring shower. 

I telephoned Ora today to a sk if she intended to 
be among tose present at the barbecue tomorrow as I 
hoped she might bring me a couple of drug store things from 
town. But she said she was planning to go to 
Alexandria to pick up her daughter and granddaughter 
at thehospital there. She said the child, like i s 
brother, was a 7 month baby and is named Margarite Ann, 
the first name being Or^s middle name which I didn't know 
befo re. 

She said her eldest son is having fun with his 
gourd crop which he raised from seed obtained from Melrose. 
I am so glad his crop is thriving for his mother says he is 
having j reat fun ge ting the tendrils to head out and 
m a intain the right direction, etc., etc. If I get to 
town this summer, I shall make it a point to view his 
success and there will be additional interest for him when 
visiting here to sed how the local crop coincides with 
h is. 


I didn 


dies accoss the fence 


coffee hour as .Madam Begird has some infection 


in her eye and had to go to town to have the lady 
doctor take a look at it. She did the same thing 
last Friday and I gather there is nothing seriousabout 
the matter, I hope. 


I had hoped to hear how Celeste's jaunt to 
Hodges Gardens with Father Roble ye sterday turned out but 
I'm sure it was all very pleasant as the weather was fine 
and F a ther Boble looked forward to seeing the Polish family 
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Story : 


r i 


V 


on the u odges estate who we re anxiou to meet someone 
who would be journeying to Poland this summer, I believe 
Father Roble leaves for there next Monday, It occurs 
to me I don t know if letters behind the Iron Curtain 
a re censored but I suppose they are in every Police State 
nd. if they aren t, people probably believe they ore and 
so would be hesitant about putting down in writing 
anything that they felt might jepardizefamilies or 
friends to whom they might want to v>rite, 1 had never 

thought of it before, but it now occurs to me that people 
escaping from the Police State probably, in view oJ human 
or inhuman averages, pay off old scores against .. . 

enemies at home by simply writing them personal letters, suggest^ 
heresies on the part of the recipient, on the chance that the 
in-coming mail from abroad is cens red and people 
receiving the incriminating correspondence being hustled ojj 
to where ever, 

'Today's post included a letter from Kay which 
I hope to get around to digest before the 
end of the week. My secretary couldn t-get very 
farwith it. With acouple of typewriters in the house 
and “-ay being accustomed to use of same, it 
seems a little odd she indulges in long hand to me 
a nd the same goes for her sister-in-law in /forth Hollywood, 

Tonight's news casts speak of Lyme as weltering 
under heat in the '90’s. I hold the thought that 
little Miss Lee may be finding means to avoid the 
enervating effects of such onslaughts. As I recall, 
she mentioned business hours as being v over-amply 
chilled, I am hoping dmestic arrangnents may be 
such as to provide the physical comforts of temperature 
to permit rest and sleep. There is no 
question about it in my mind, any urban center 
is always twice as wearing during heat waves than is 
the country In large ±ts measure this is probably due 
to the fact that trees and grass in particular insulate against 
heat anti respond to the cool of the night as opposed to 
the h at which brick, cemement, steel and stone retain 
around the clock. I was impressed the other day when 
somebody on a farm program was recommending that 
people raising chickens should always try to hzve the 
chicken coops surrounded by grass plots as grass 
cuts the reflecting impulses that forever obtain in barren 

or on barren suffaces and when the sun’s rays have . 7 - 

vanished for the day, the grass begets a dew which m itself 
tends to cool the air through e vaporation. Emmet, Erwin and I woul 
be so happy to share our verdure with the urbanites . 


For thf Convenience of each of them, the Devil and 
St. peter decided to make use of the same gate 
in tlie fence separ ting their two domains. It was 
a much'used convenience and frequently in need of repair 
and so St. Peter suggested and the Devil agreed 
that first the one and then the other should take charge 
of keeping it in order, alternating month by month. 

St, Peter took his job seriously and was forever 
working on it to keep it from saggin, oiling it 
frequently and so on but the “evil, never strong 
*on keeping h s part of the bargain, never did ai ything 
by carrying out his part of the contract. 

Finally St. Peter got provoked at such 
disregard of contract and summoning the Devil, 
declared that if he didn t make a better show at 
carrying out his agreement, he, St. Peter, 
would sue him. 

"0, K," laughed the Devil, "and just tell me 
where you would go to get YOUR lawyer." (smile( 
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Wednesday, June 19th, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

The weather was ideal today, loth for_ those who 
celebrated the 19th of June and those who attended the 
Pecane Growers barbecue. 

The June 19th celebrants had a baseball game 
in the afternoon and are having some sort of a party 
in vne . aJ % ..... » ni llide> ni hair" of anythig suggesting 


tonight, I 
a secretary . 


saw 


of Paul 's Church, 


Oklahoma, a rrived at 
about 8 this morning, bringing his 
with him, J gave a little 
one, papa having done the same a 


few 




*'/■ 


Mr. Pyle . 

Yucca, unannounced, 

7 or 8 year old son 
tour for the little 
months back:. 

The Pecane people called their meeting together 
in one of the picane groves at 9:30 and 

d... 

llffrTXu trees .as 

_..4- <T 


barbecued 

iquiring 


ever so pleasant. The food was excellent, the 
beef b-rl-T' chopped up into managed' e- 

carving. The potato salade was excellent, 

I don’t know why 1 was a little 
rprised that th menu should have included generous portions 

salted pecanes. <. 


no 
too 
s; 
of 

I know not in w.hat groups Celeste and. Eugene 
found themselves, tut I, for one, was happy m 
finding myself in. the shade of a pecane with 
Milton Beckerman on one hand and Dr. “arris °S 
the Experiment Station near Shreveport on the other, 
xrom Mr. Beckerman I learned that in response to the 
application filed'with the Copyright Office for 
coverage of the Cane. Hiver Memo column, made 

in, my name, the Government had responded that the 
copyright would be granted on the payment o/ /oar 
i 'nr pach article. This is ridiculois, of 
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I suggested her tell them so and that reference 
night''he made to previous copyrightcoverage, 

-s in the case of tie Cld. Matches Scrapbook where 
a couple of bucks and the proper application guar 
endless use of material under that title. 

he Mayor cane over to chat and said he was 
the column. I turned to the Editor and 
pointed out that his paper had at least one reade 
Williams came over to ask me if he should bring do 


Thursday, June 2D th, 195? 


Memorandum : 

Our lovely weather contiues, the gourds continue maintaining 
teir growth of about 6 inches a day and Red River continues 
falling while Melrose-Montrose waters continue rising 

I finally got around to read the letter from Kay. I 
always learn things from her letters even though they are 
a little on the dull side. The house in the country is 
a case in point. I am glad to hear they are planning 
such a thing but I believe it will not ever be used much and 
will probably be deserted after a season or two unless they find 
place in some small town within the 50 mile radius of the 
hrescent City. I beli’eve a house in the country, requires 
more attention than ei-er of them imagine and as ne ther 
are interested in gardening they will probably find it more 
to their liking to have somebody look after the place for them 
than to give much of th'eir own energies to it. 

Although 1 know nothing but by hearsay coneerningthe 
state of James’ health, I gather that the miracles 
performed by Mrs. *ddy did not include the complete healing 
‘of the leg which has caused so much trouble during the past SO 
o d years. It is my understanding that the thing continues 
an open-wound and it may be this is one-of the reasons why the 
shore is so appealing to the patient, what with all the promises 
of health the salt water and sea bree 2 es provide , Perhaps they will 
some place in close proximity tothe beach which they may use 
more as a bath house than t an ything else and that will lje 
fine for them. It wouldn t do for me, since if I didn t 
care c ljoutgardening, and if I had their money, I most certainly 
wouldn t be bothered by worrying a bout property that didn t 
interest me since my money would en a ble me to enjoy other- 
people’s property for fees I would be quite capable of 
expending for such a purpose, therebye saving me the 
headaches that will surely be theirs, once they begin assuming 
responsibility for■ property in which neither probably cares much ab 
investing care on to make it a home. 
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I had a request today which, it would seem, 1 should 
have received yes erday at yesterday's picnic, asking me to , 
sit on a three, man committee to arrange for the Fecane Grower s 
Festival toke held either the last week of November 
of the first week of December in atchitoches. For 
several reasons 1 declined but did take the opportunity 
of suggesting that Fat be given the place envisioned for me. 

After" all, Fat does have an interest in pecan es as a started 

and is a member of both the Association and the Chamber of * ommerce, 

which 1 am not. 


Memorandum 


It seems to me the days shouldn t begin to shorten 
so early in the summer, —and the very . beginning of summer, 
for somehow 1 incline to think of July and August days being 
longer than any others in the year and I can't think why this should 
be unless I associate summer with vacation time and perhaps as 
a child, vacation days seem longer than those r lling ol ong on 
a routine. 


Pat, by the way, went' into town early this morning to 
take som tests at the hospital under the supervision of the 
lady doctory It is interest ing that when J. H. is in need 
of a doctor s attention these days, he goes to the lady doctor, 
and Pat seems to fol ow suite. A. few years ago, J. d. would have 
poo-pooed the idea but now he, like everybody else, adeepts 
her as about the best physician in town. 

At supper tonight, 0 . H. reported that he had 
talked- with Pat, after the latter had left the hospital, 
and that *at had told him the doctor recommended that he 
take some nerve relaxing pills • done of the ftenrys know how to 
slow down and while pills, in my opinion, may serve as 
soothing syrup, they are not going to get at the 
crux of the twitching that goes on whenever Pat tries to 
sit down and look at a newspaper or whatever. 


Everyone says the cotton looks wonderful, responding as it is to 
the subsurface moisture, and the 90 degree heat obtaining 
at surface level. J. H. doesn't crave any rain but I 
a m secretly holding the though^- we may c little, 

shower ever the week erd. I mis' c dm.jt there is,, t much need for 
additional dampness on this side of the fence but F feel the 
earth g rowing a little firmer and a d c b of dampness to soften it agai 
prolonged droughts of the next three or four months would 
be a pleasant back lo/g on which green growing things might 
draw in the hot days ahead. 

I had a. telephone call today from some gentleman in 
town whom I hav » met once before, I believe, as he mentioned 
having passed this way last Spring or sometime with Hita Sutton. 

He told me that of all, the Southern States, Louisiana was the first 

to establish its own State unit of the Civil Liberties Union 

and he wanted to come down to chat with me about joining From what h 

had to say, he must be the man x to whom Bill Jones referred 

some t ime back when he passed this way to ask s if Dr. Johnson 

might bring somebody down here to see \e. I believe the 

afternogn they were scheduled to arrive, Dr. Johnson had 

a stroke. I am too busy at the moment to see ai ybody but 

I shall talk with the man one of these days when I am 

a little less up to my hips in one thing or another. 

In this week's issue of The Enterprise, it seems to 
me they must have some pictures on the front page of 
the pecane gentlemen at Wednesday's frolic and the Cane River 
Memo got boutjeed over into the second section of the 
PaP* r * I* might just as well have been bounced to the fourth or 
fifth section, so far as general interest is concerned, I reckon. 


Today 8s visitors included some relatives of the 
DenverCarrols who were very nice and the son-in-law and daughter 
of Jenny Deblieux, the widoww of Dr. Mays of Jhreve port, The 
young folks are i from Buffalo and they all brought the 
two grandchildren along, ages 3 a;id 5, 'and had the nerve to 
say the-y were faithful readers of'■the Cane^iver Memo column uh ich 
convinced me that my last one, advising people to leave their 
children at home when bent on a tour, didn t cut much 
ice twit\) them. 

The boxer, who adores children, promptly proceeeded to upset 
one of the children who screamed in terror at being flattened out 
by what to such a‘ small child probably seemed like a Hound of 
the Laskervilles, and the tour,, continued .in .such a tone, effected 
only because Celeste thmkgs oenny Mays is darling. 

It is pleasant to be able to report that the day itself 
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Sunday, June £3 r , 19 57, 


I heard something over the coffee cups this morning tnat 
r thought illustrated the fact that Madam Regard, in spite of 
the fact that her physician-planter husband was a millionaire, 
didn't find life entirely one big bed of roses. The sentence 
arose over a discussion of Cousin Emmet Erwin s bigotry, —he 
is anti negro, anti Catholic, anti Jewish and pro m only 
one instance, I believe, for.I must admit he is very 
pro Emmet Erwin. Celeste was remarking on the manifestations 
of Christian s entiments to be found in Protestant and _ 
circles alike, underlining the statement by this sentence : 


Catholic 


"Veil do I 
Man.sura were to 
yanked all of us 
made us go to 


remember how kind the Met, odist ladies in 
me when in some sort of a rage, my father 
children out of the Cahtolic L hurch and 
the Methodist 


It was her papa, too, v>ho was such a bag a bout 
food and who, on sticking, his nose in the kitchen once, 
didn't like the aroma of the dough Madam Regard was preparing 
for her bread, he picked up the pan and heaved the dough 
out of the window where it chanced a prize rooster was loitering 
rt the time and the price rooster somehow got bogged down in 
Madam R e gard s dough and. there was a dreadful commontion 
bout untangling said bird from the sticky mess in 
which he inadvertently eng a ged himself. 

In spite of the depredations of the C a llien's,—father 
and son, —Mitchel and Olite, I have a basket of fine 
tomatoes' which I shall deposit on the doorstep across 
the fence tomorrow morning as against fresh tomatoes for 
Sunday's fare. The belle peppars will not be ready for 
.month, I reckon but several have started forming, about 
the size of large strawberries and by the end of July we ought 
to be having stuffed pepars at a great rate, if the 
marauders don o t get ahead of me in my own vegetable garden. 

I must write ‘'awes a note alout the Long Island doctor 
who presented the fifteen hundred dollar bill for services 
rendered in the case of the boy who fell in the well out that 
way Row stupid some smart people can be, as in this case where 
the physician was getting a million dollars worth of 
publicity and had to trow it away by trying to net /jL/$£8» 
dollars out of his most highly publicized patient. Lhis seemed 
even for the American Medical Association which is certainly 
saying something........ 


another 


1 


Memorandum : 

Tonight we are getting a rain and I 
am delighted. 

Last night tlcere was such a downpour in 
town that h,ouse3 in the Pecane Park developement 
had water running in their houses and we didn't 
get a drop. This is the second or third time that 
has happened, this week, ^-Natchitoches getting 
a cloudburst'and we getting only the distant 
rumble of thunder;. 

Among today s calls and there were many and none 
of them of the slightest interest, —"Mo, Melrose 
is not opeft", —was am one from Mrs. Wood, saying 
she was leaving in the morning for Oklahoma 
to fetch her mama back to Uatchitoches wit herfor 
visit and that she was pausing long enough 
in Shreveport to pick up a box of Pizzas. I 
told her I found that extremely short sighted and 
that if she purchased less than half a dozen she 
would regret it. 

I did not tell her that on Saturday morning some 
lady whom I know not had telephoned to say she wanted 
to thank me.for mentioning the Pizzas as she was 
going shopping in Shreveport Saturday afternoon and 
was so glad to find new brand that could really 
be recommended. 

I know not if my letter to Mr.Thomas went 
'forward on S turday or,not, for it, along 
with other ilems, arrived at the posioffice, 
only to discover that the highways above and 
below this Parish had been opened, enabling the 
postman to make his rounds a couple of hours 
earlier which he had ±tt made the most of, and so 
had departed before I had arrived. 1 asked that 
my mail be posted in Matchez or Uatchitoches to 
avoid holding them over until Monday as none 
of the letters contained anything that would 
be of any interest esave to those receiving them. 

On Saturday I was altogether delighted when 


t 
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Monday, June 84th, 1957 


reeding the ducks, —they prejer eating 

cut of my hand, that I noticed at the opposite side 

or the ha 9 secov.r a couple of white object, partially 

concealed by a bushy b a mboo growing hard by a crepe my: 

Meedless to say I investigate and found that Erwin had 

gone domestic on us again and was "studying 

,'bout raising a family. Of course, it is true 

%hat there were only two eggs as a starter jor .-0 time. 

that many but the maternel i:\stict was evident in that 

she had already contrived something faintly resembling 

a nest instead of simply parking them broadside 

at ai y old placed she chanced to be as on her 

first go-rund. ^Obviously, should have 

written the column for next week s paper sooner, 

for while it ma y not, have cut ax y ice with Erwin, 

so rar as impelling her to get busy but at least 

the'' impression that she wanted no offspring, as indica 

in tlie column, might have.been more tu e to life • 


r emo randum: 

How nice to find ail air mail from Lyme 
in this morning's post. 

1 looked forward to the pre-honkey-tonk hour 
when one or another of the secretaries would be passing 
this way, and accordingly was somewhat taken aback 
when, on quitting the supper table, Doreatha told 
me that her son, Lee, and tow other secretaries, had aL 1 
taken off for Houston last night. 

I got a substitute of sorts but in 
view of the lateness of the hour, we digested hut 
two pages of the letter from Lyme, thus guaranteeing me 
the pleasure of continuing the conversation on the 
morrow. I mention this in case the second half 
may have contained some point that I may not respond 
to at this sitting so you will understand the reason for 
my silence but tomorrow will be another day and thus 
iwe shall catch up with Time which seems to speed 
so madly when one is breaking in a new amenuensis. 

Among the other items coming to hand appears to be 
one from Helen which 1 am sure can wait for reading 
1 .ter in the week.. It seems to be typed and the 
envelope bears the Times-Herald stationary mark, leading 
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a Denholme margin, 

! 

; somewhat 

• that the one said to he 
will be most timely in mis its arrival 
Miss Lee to me. 


Something tells me I started off on 
_.,id so I correct it in turning the page although the font ness 
of this ri.bbon is getting so Domon-ish that I find it 
less than shadowy and something tells me -- 

i transit, --the ribbon,- 
when it passes from little 

It was so kind af you to got to all the trouble in 
tracking down the correct fewman and I shall get a letter 
off to him promptly for there is a chance he might provide an 
excellent medium for releasing examples of the local art. 

Ind may I say thanks, too, for the obituary of Frau 
Schweitzer- whose death 1 had heard announced on the radio without 
the details which the obituary, in typical Tines fashion, 
rennrt.e.d. in sueh oratifying detail. 


Tuesday, June 85th, 195? 


Memorandum 


i!} iUS 1 ." 9 Si 
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I guess mg ideas must be old fashi 
I am probably prejudiced, 


ned on this point and 


But turning to today's incoming fost, may 1 say 
that the package from Lyme came through safely and I 
am so glad to have the promise of a brighter ribbon 
before the heavier out-going mail of the week end comes up for 
attention. And may 1 say, too, that I know the artist 
is going to be delighted with all the pretty olors coming 
to hand. The artist .came to s ee me hours before mail time 
today and 1 am accordingly hold ng the tubes aside until 
anoth r go-round or until I note a depressed expression on her 
indicating she is in to the medium which enables her 

into her heart, cv.en as .the brush splashes 
the canuas. Surely it must give 

a chieved 
splash a 


face 


to paint sunshine 
a new composition across 

Lee considerable satisfaction in knowing 

thing and if 1 could only think of some way 


she 


a 


Miss 

such 

like 


gleam in her direction. 


I talked with the Parish 7/elfare Department to 'ay hut 
even as -t, that organisation had not as yet received any response 
from their communication with their main office at Baton 
Rouge regarding anything concerning tape. At the same 
time, 1 regret to state that 1 received not a peep■ either from 
the 7/elfare from baton Rouge way or their movde maker, which 
indicates, perhaps, that every body is too busy to attend 
to business. 

Heath r news is all ,ood at the moment although a hurricane 
is said to be stirring in the Gulf but I feel sure it ui 11 
blow itself out before reach here. Mean time, thanks 
to Sunday's good rain, the gourds are thriving and I 
„m especially curious about one vine that is producing 
what appears to be the results of cross pollenising last year 
as between a green gourd with pale yellow stripes, a hob nail 
solid yellow gourd with bumps all over it, about L he sine of 
n grapefruit and a big old yellow gourd the sine and shape 
of"a pumpkin. This year's manifestation from this attempt 
at something new brings forth a very dark green gourd with 
faint light green stripes, the hob nails o f r bumps very 
pronounced and the gourd, after one month s growth the sine 
of the aforesaid grapefruit and four months yet to go in growth.. 
Unless "the led. Jehovah prepares a worm to smite the gourd", 
the final appearance of the thing out to arrest the attention 
of the 'Garden Clubbers... . 


7/ednesday, June 26th, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

The other day I mentioned that one of my 
neighbors, a lady poet, had come to see me under 
the artist's wing and 1 threatened to speak further 
the lady at a subsequent sitting. 


of 


a cousin of Juanita Mac, one 
whom T was very fond. This 

poet lady's name is Virgil Gonzack or any one of a million 
variations in spelling. 


I believe she is 
of our former cooks of 

J. 1 _7. * - .._„• „ T rim 


. Her husband is dead and she has five children, one or 
two of whom are grown and the balance still going to school. 
Virgil herself heads up the road every day on the school bus,too, 
for she does some sort of work in the food, section or some such. 


to school through the 7th grade which probably 
a bout as much instruction as children in 
get in Northern schools. She can read and 
grammar and correctness in choice of 
a little on the dubious side so that 
to an urge to him er out a poem, the 




urge 


She went 
means she got 
the 5rd grade 
write but her 
words is or are 
when responding 

we ", ■ . ? chool operations at the moment, 

and although Virgil was hoeing with the other " ladies” 
yesterday and today, she was able to make a round on Monday 
and she brought one or two of her poems to read to me. 

They were of"a religious nature and not very startling 
but x don t see that that matters for Virgil feels the 
to xpresS herself in. some sort of verse and I'm all in 
favor of that She doesn t think shi will ever get a poem ( 
into print although naturally she would like to and I haven t 
heard one that would recommend itself to print as yet 
but before she gets through with her writing 1 shall be able 
to find one which T can quote from one day in the Cane a iver 
Memo and T shall see to it that somebody calls her ttention 
to it and that will be a day when she will be over-joyed. 

Virgil is one of 9 children who inherited 64 acres 
of land from her papa on Little K iver. Unless she sells 
her 7 acres, she cannot hope to get widow s assistance 
from the Jelfare Department and so she hoes and cooks and 




. 
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Although I had not finished the foregoing 
sentence, I yuesrs I had about finished with 
my neighbor lady poet who lives, by the way, o?» 
this s'ide of the Bermuda Road., just about opposite 
the artist, at about the spot where 
morning about seven years ago Csis 
encountered in the road by two very 


— * * 

one happy June 
Zelma was 
happy people 


i 

I didn t get to finish the sentence because of 
a telephone''call, —Carmen wanting to. tell me all 
bout her first day in 'her new job as head of the 
f.ed Cross in tjiis locality. She said she liked it and 
apparently everything is going swimmingly on the first 
day's go-round. 

While I think of it, 1 wants to thank you be¬ 
latedly for giving the information about the TV awards 
bout which I had^ne^rd nothing and I was especially 
pleased about the Clinton, Tennessee, business. 

t is pleasant to report that the elder Wenk 
yo: tti and his companion returned home today, aking 
their helvy artillery with them where, let us hope, 
they will remain, 

I ditfn ' t quite understand all of Relents letter which 
I got around^ to explore tonight and so I am retaining 
it"for another day before sending it on. It seems to 
me did get one point, to wit, that she and Carolyn 
' a re planning to,head out for Mexico on the first of July. 
This is the point 1 want to check on to m^ke sure. In 
view of all that has been kept simmering o» the fire for 
so long, awaiting an opportunity for same to come to a boil, 
the jaunt to Mexico at this time strikes me almost as in¬ 
credible, --newspaper articles, magazines articles, 
anhattan lines to be tied and tightened, publicity for 
local organizations which, if not consumated, cai lead 
to lamentable opposition to farthering book sales by the 
publicity agent, etc., etc., butl shall make no reference 
to all this beforee I am sure although I must say 
little time seems to remain for any conference at all, 
let alone work, as between now o:id four days hence 
when June will have played out and July begun. Perhaps 
I shdl have a telephone call from Baton Rouge or Marshall 
announcing the impending hejira. If you know what I 
mean, I may say thesky is jetting cloudy, what with 
the hurricane approaching, sheedule toarrive tomorrow, 
and fireworks can t be too far in the offing either when 
the tornado and the Mexican jumping bean come within range.. 


Thursday, June 87-Pli, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

Curious w eather to which one sltould have become 
• accustomed this lx te in the season, I guess, what with 
all the tornado doings around the place a 1 Spring 
'but the novelty of a hurricane so’early in the season 
somehow seems to make things take on an unexpected appearance. 

I believe they are calling the present thing Audrey 
or some such. She hit the Gulf coast about mid morning 
but the rains had begun here at 6 o'clock and it 
rained all day and we are promised the same thing for tonight 
a nd tomorrow with a total of about 8 inches which is 
sufficient to put the highways back under water, 

I suppose. 




The winds at 105 miles an hour on the coast seem to have 

this w 

<mj\na8 


mm 




\teni 

V*J , . ” . - 

tnocKing zne 


t in.. .... 

some of the ban a na plants and 

butterfly lilies slap against the ground and generally 
knocking down the more delica e‘things such as the 
zinnias and so on. 

Of course there are lots of big limbs that have 
put the garden walks into a shambles but many of these 
things can be rigged up aj&in or cleared away , even many 

of the gourd vines which have been tossed beyond t eir moorings and 

it shouldn't be too difficult for me to round up the half hundred 
gourds that were blown ^ < .a single, gust of wind from the eaves of 
front gallery. 

Of course all telephone and electrical connections were knocks 
out early and I miss the electricity most, not only 


1 
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Friday, June 88th, 2957 


vto 3- t.. 1 --.- „o s .hoc tv:. sub sd 

bio?. frL f)i \Y ins jioi »u& heyii jhj1 ta tui ^itimnt 

MknorandWnt or. J' ■ o*o - \ • - ■ 

. v 

, Somehow I always seem to instinctively |old 

my 1 breath when' I start off with a new ribbon and so 
it is at the moment. But so far,' so good, and blessings 
on Lyme-for the dofwgs.'\ * ' tr , , * *v: 

Nobody tn this section of -the State seems to know 
precise-ly what path hurricane Audrey tools but apparantly 
she was around and about this neighborhood in spite 
' of the fact that ^r. Murroui said 50 miles Vest of Alexandria 

* addsome State commentator said between Natchitoches 

and Winfield,' to the East of Cane River. Be that-as it may, 
things got a little rough lamt evening wheir plenty 
of TV tdWers in town earthed, hurting nobody and trees along 
»■ the highways <were up-rooted, and one down at Zimmerman 
-o of highwater fame fell on cm office of the lumber company, 
the •only business in Zimmerman, and killed the 'bookkeeper. 

The Melrose gardens looked like a mare's nest this 
t» morning byt by d]nt of much doing as between 5 am and 

v 7 p.n.+ they doit t seem so bad tontght. The largest 
io Vrit Chinese rto gnolia whtch g a ve on the white garden ■ 

just beyond the Chapel was uprooted and carried sut, 

% The ‘Old adage, "the bigger they are, the harder they fall", 

- seems to have bee a bor e out. in the cast of the banana 
r V plants. I reckon'1 lost about a doe on of the bigger ones. 

Quite a few red buds blew ever and perhaps a third of the gourd 
v .. orop, the -hurricane snapping the polls in two and yanking 
the vines tiite the air at a 'great rate * ~5ut having 
planted heavtly, tkere will still be an ample -orop if 
too many more hurricanes don t pass this way. 
viqe «J \ji»4 Jh o. si of x> tom-- K . » tT*4ik 

* There's an interlude 'between tkis paragraph and the above. 

. Carolyn and Her nephew, Albert Ben, appeared unannounced, 

-- , what with the telephone being sill out of order, 
i; lir.i- Hits X tui t ilo biu r,: Lftivj «*\\ bia rotoi 

, * * She says she saw Mr. Bridges this morning and that 

I am scheduled *te get a tape recorder whioh, at long last, 
seems to settle that matter. 

As bridges is still in the hospitql, * ^reckon it may 
Hi tni-.m in ikiltjo bib sw t o\ 'vti* Tauten no 1 

boo \job«fr \o ftoitoUnv c mini ntftno^ 

. t WViffoJ: Ml tiow. bit 14 *.\4 F,H "OTiiO or 


because I miss the conto.ct it affords wizu r,ne 

outside world through the radio and inability 

that it occasions to operate a reading machine ana such 

but, paradoxically enough, with water all over the place 

the absence of elecrticity means the electric 

pump cannot function and I really miss running water. 

Ir my margins are unusually Benhcmc-ish tonight, 
iust clarge it off to the uper darkness in which 
I pen these lines. I haven t g doubt that many 
a home and store through this region bemoans 
the thawing going on in the deep freeze department 
but 1 do not owrry eti y about the contents of my 
ice box for I shal be able to have a cold cokk tonight 
regardless since I always keep my ice bucket full 
office and although the ice box itself will not 
hrve a cube, there will be a young Arctic in the 
ice bucket which I shall relish the more becuase of 
its'proof that my method of keeping ice flowing 
not directly from ice tray to glass but fbom ice tray t. 
the bucket to the glass is, indeed, the correct method. 

There was an hour in mid afternoon when the steady 
blow of air currents from the East paused, during which 


beMepUf Mrk, the rest - 

Southwest wind blowing up many of the plants the *ast 
wind had blown down. My guess is that tomorrow may 
bring some post storm sunshine and that will help mightily 
in getting other plants back on their feet. 

You will enjoy Helen’s letter, she 
writes so entertainingly. Ruby Landford of Hollywood who 
has purchased several cook books, bought some more and 
„ ;i African House plate and in her letter claims she is liking 
her Hunter Baptisin’ for which I am glad. And now 

I must knock out some mail and then fold up without being lolled to 
sleep by a solitary peep from the radio tonight.... 
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Sunday, June 50th, 1957 


start turning but as I have lived tus lsng wixneux saia 
convenience, I reckon I can otband it another couple 

of weeks , , ... 

She siad she had pondered on going to Mexico with 
Helen but had changed her mind because the season wasn t 
good and she has to. return to Baton "ou e to put the 
picture, already filmed, together, etc,, etc •- 

She had seen the Registers and dined with them and J anes 
was very pleasant- and Kay was positively gay, 

* , • 

She said it would appear sh.e has c*» other movie to make 
for the Welfare Department beginning in August and she thought 
she could put off doing the Natchitoches publicity until 
mid September and so get it into the papers for the 
mid October Pilgrimage, As i requires 6 weeks for 
Dixie Roto to run its cohered printing, it would seem she 
is crowding the dead line with vast daring, —a type of 
proceedure 1 abhor bat she doesn t seem to mind, - 

- One reason she was anxteu to get back to 
Marshall was -based #n a telephone call she had had from her 
father who sa.id Martin Hirsoh had telephoned h saying he had 
returned from "ew Tork and was anxious to establish contact 
.immediately with Carolyn aa he had had great success in 
the Plantation ^ninitive approach to the textile industry, 
the lady whose address you sent me and sther lines stemming 
from the Hunter center, I suppose that was a oouple of weeks back 
that Mr, Ramsey had spoken with his daughter a bout this 
matter but as Carolyn is too busy to write and as Martin 
never writes * it will be interesting to learn if he it still 
in the -market for the business mentioned 

Albert Ben, —what a name, - seems to be a nice boy in spite 
of ouch a handle, L believe he -is 14 and about my size 
suggesting he might be fairly large when attaining his majority, 

I think it was a wonderful vacation Carelyn gave him, — 

Baton Rouge and New Orleans and all, but I still think 
the time was poorly chosen .so far as she was concerned, what 
with having him to look after while engaged in the most 
important part of the mo,vie making which came just at 
the time, % 

I am rather tired tonight for we did accomplish miracles in 
getting the gardens back into a semblanoe of order today and 
more miracles of the same kind await us tomorrow . 


•v.\ .uni j.: [\iu : . •/. of . ii cv. i 

SB J 0. 'K ill 1 ’. i+o. i 

Memorandum t * >4• ,v * .■ 4, 

jB .6M ".it S) I LUT»W»8 "O', 89U i$poi" c * i -o . .ji r . 

; Full summer, even as it should.be but < _ 

somehow seeming awfully far from the Nation s birthday, 

tu '-'V 5- 3 3. i -is. 1 ,fro syuJ ".0 uu ©law a- 

a. Carolyn telephoned this morning to say she is 
t leaving for Waeo on the morrow for a f* w days of quiet, think- 
ig. possible to do some writing while Helen is at the office 
and generally relaxing in between times. She had expected 
to pass this way next week end but npw considers going directly 
to N e w Orleans fromWaoo, My guess is that she may make 
New Orleans fromWaco via Mexico but that is her 
kettle of fish and I could be wrong, even as she could be, 

•+ f\ r •» rr 4; * » ; r\ a s * I ( V V ' \ V ' * ft O 4 C. . 

She had talked with u artin on the phone. He said 
Clare Macordle or however, that gal spells her name, is sold 
1 00 per cent on the Plantation Primitive idea and the big guns 
are being wheeled up to get out a line of clothing by 
November, I suppose this represents the Spring market, 
although. I don t know 4 • 

She said she found two letters from Look on re a ching 
Marshall, asking if they plight have b a ck thg 
pictures and. article she had- submitted earlier and had 
received- back. It peems that the Fashion Kditor^of 
Look had come into contact with the Plantation Primitive 
s.tyle plans and had convinced somebody* on the Look staff 
that a second glance had better be given the Hunter business • 

*■' e KftA HOOK* D i (to ' sor.3148 Vi i■ fr 

Martin also asked Carolyn to have me send him a Funeral, 
a Baptisin' and a Wedding which he had sold while in New l /ork 
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! : :i t i SOS 1HIT 


: cbnuZ 


either the last week in August or the first week 
1 in September with a view to staging in town for 
about 5 days when she felt we could do the several 
f articles for the Natchitoches Pilgrimage, the 
/ Plantation Priuatives for several magaeines, and, so help me, 
/ the Cane River booh in pictorial form for Hastings House, 

/• Five days would be s'daroely enough for any one of these but 
/ there were wo or three other items she threw in for good 

/ measure, I believe she plans to do'another movie for 

’ • ‘ the Welfare Department in between times and only she, 

Helen and'the Lord Knows if Mexico will be wrapped up ;in 
the course-of the 7 or 8 weeks noew intervening and the 
end Of August, ' sii\i bb.& 1 

*>• a *•'& ^ * s* e&*U' c .00.: . r o us>- ui 

^ I think it short sighted to try to preaoh a semaon 
• on the 'phoni when somebody else is paying the Long Distance 

charges but I shall knock off a letter to "aco for pre- 
Mexican consumption which will probably not get read before 
*Mexico has be'en absorbed, s - « 

u:« u-'fr ™<o l i? jv . ivj iioi'Koi*' frisc tbh 00 i 

We certainly know some mighty intersting people but 
1 :r I, f or one, am never quite sure whether it be they or I, 
them or me who may be dubtbed the waokiest. 




su ii 


• B891W S.ii 


t 


'■0 * 


i) 


,>i no iloo-A ow* biun'v oils -ioe $t\Z 

Oh Thu sday in J, H,'s office, * remarked upon 
a neat provincial hide-bottomed chair, obviously contrived 
in some remote rural community, I remarked upon 
its neatnvs* of line and J, H . said Dan had picked it 
Up s JnewUere and did *t I want him to get me vue -•& Naturally 
I side' tracked the conversation to Audrey or sons such but was 
not greatly surprised on Saturday afternoon when some 
colored youth appeared on my gallery, bearing another 
chair of like design, saying * - c . - 

' & *j ;e, -o*- *i?o8 

"The boss done say to bring you this here chair 'cause 
you loves old stuff like this even'when it ain't all that old,,,," 

Li rar Lotbi’.b^ *. l .J imuioo a ob frays I 

What J. B, doesn't imow is that I already have more 
of these hide bottom and corn shuck bottomed chairs than 
I can say grave over. But naturally I am glad to find myself 
- tn a position requiring me to cast about to find more space to put 
chair since he thought I would like it, 

I found myself wondering about Daisey in theDell Garber today 
and dropped her a line. She seems to have been hiding so long,,,,, 
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. c ; :S. t - ; t 05 ‘.mi’x ,v. ibmi'i 


either the laet week in August or thf fir** -*■ 

in Sep**-*~^, 


V a *oi/' 


' JUL W 
11 Atf 
v ml 




o 






Miss ^.D. Berber, 

514 Pelnae Street, 

Dell**, Texas, 

_ _______^ ^iuo\ v'ib bice. Mt, 

Ob Thu sda y in J. H.'* office, * remarked upon 


a neat provincial hide-bottomed chair, obviously contrived 
in some remote rural community. I remarked upon 
*- 11 its neatness of line and J. M, said Dan had picked it 

; ~ up somewhere and did 't I want him to get me one • Uaturally 
• I side tracked the conifersation to Audrey or some such but was 

not greatly surprised on Saturday afternoon when some 
t colored youth appeared on my gallery , bearing another 

1 chair of like dedgn,'sayingt ’ • 

• T:'-'■" ' a. ■: a- ".'ob 

"The boss done say to bring you this here chair 'cause 
u you loves old stuff like this el ten when it ain't all that old.,,," 

„o tLtrr Urtti ay -..U i»MU bsuioo q . r^neut tens i 

What J, B. doesn't know is that I already have more 
of these hide bottom and corn shuck bottomed chairs than 
I can say grave over. But naturally I am glad to find myself 
- in a position requiring me to cast about to find more space to put 
chair since he thought I would like it. 

I found myself wondering about Daisey in theDell Barber today 
and dropped her a line. She seems to have been hiding so long..... 
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Monday, July 1st, 1957. 


1 s-tofro-ib woo Hi e,v>u 

A*'.: Memorandum * u ' iS >' a ? 

t ;,o »» * y. •• t s'. - - ■ • ■ • 

•- oo he heat increases on schedule, with afternoons 
in the mid 90's and nights in the mid 70'«, 
mv; b» With one half of 1957 gone, we have Seen credited 
.cnok ".with 36 pi to On t of our annual rainfall* 

.iivv Hii«t us hope we don t get another 66 percent durtng the 

ensuing half year;*- i « 

5 i a i: nr v> Au 1M . '■> . **. . . l' . . • ■ C: 

. bsfrni ou-poo •*.' « : i-i 

I am writing in the dark in order to leave the doors 
and windows open and still avoid enticing hugs and 
«I feel instinctively that'I started out with a true i 
Denholms marginAnd speaking of that lady, 4 was 
sorry to heat she was disappointed ih her latest check - 
. * U p with the Specialist in heart matters hut knowing 

her as we do, we can readily imagine‘'she has no more 
ability to relax than the majority of people aid l. 

that isn t saying a thing.' 15 -“ 

«,..v L;:oo i *r.s* 3. u*)V.. o* \jn i * ? o n'S u i A '• 
s*\* \o noi*os3 bs.'.&ii msb \jiioi*To^ 

Dinner was a surprise today in that three had been ex - 
t « j '• pected to g race the hoard and eleven turned up, including 
■- - s y some cattle Sxperts'- to work on some of the thousand 

-■ 'Melrose'ddttlel^ybe'Meniti alio*Appeared * " e< 

unannounced* saying'he is bn route to s 

Atlanta-from a meeting in Cincinnati whi cfc"- “ o 

sound 1 like Joe might he off on a tangent unless my 
geography is greatly mistaken, for I still remember that 
on returning to Melrose from military eervioe, en route to 
Beaumont, Texas, he thought 1 had lost my mind 
■)i- ‘when I told him 1 assumed he * was driving ,via Baton 
. Rouge to'See his only child whom he hadn t laid eyes on 
tn years. As he eiplained it. Baton Skufe would 5 akS 
o him 60 or 75 miles'out of his way and there was no sense 
in that since he would he seeing at a few monthsJlateY 
at holiday time anyway* . - o 


* 4 . 
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Tuesday, July End, 1957 


Uenorandumi ° »<>»> ' 

The July weather continues, fair and hot and 
God continues preparing both worms and gbUrds so 
if one disoounts old Audrey and her destructive ways, 
comes out a bout even ... 

Uy newest secretary failed to put tn an appearanc 
this evening. I didn't have much mail hut r did want 
to ead what was to hand but the girl 
-cook, had to go haoe a new hair-do, t 
and everybody knows \ 
business 


everything 


daughter of the 

„ new hair-dothe grape vine reported, 

__ _j ioho wins when beauty tilts with 

I don't know how old this girl-is but my 
if, ahe is about 15 and as there is to be a swing out 
tomorrow night at the Happy Hour honkey-tonk, down Cloutiervx 
way, I reckon the girl feels it imperative to get 
properly rigged up. Her sister, perhapsf a year or two older, 
did d bit of swinging out at the Happy Hour two or three 
months ago and 6 or 7 months hence, it is said, she 
will Join the ranks of the vast number of unwed teen-age 
mothers • The Happy Hour used to be styled the 
t Jungle Bar but with a change of ownership the name changed 
also but looal impulses seem to move along in the same 
old fashioned way as usual. 

•) J I “ •* j ' 0 " * V. ... J ' 

The Hatchitoches Enterprise telephoned this afternoon 
. to ask if I knew the First Chapter of the Alexandria 
/ Town Talk Anniversary Issue had appeared . I didn t. 

V it rseems The Enterprise* didn t know it in advance, either, 
and neither did local town news dealers with the result 
that the usual number of copies of the paper were forwarded 
to Natchitoches which were Snapped up in a twinkling 
since lots of people like to save^ anniversary issues for 
their- historical interest. It is saidl my bripf 
history of Natchitoches appeared in this so-oalled, First 
ChcUr. of which th.r. will *« iff 
chapters . spac ed_a^wggk^^J^Ibelieve, ' I shall 
otder a copy of the issue which 1 will put in the 
mail for you immediately on receipt. There s nothing 


thing, I discovered a new type of gourd, —new to me, at . 

ght arresting. It is about the sise of a large egg plant 

ith hob nail delisgn or bumpg-on the surface of the fruit 

divided _bout the middle, the upper half being 

w, the lower half dark green. If seen 

h's window in autumn, one would declare that 

uld do better t not to paint things up in such 
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Tsiiv.. o smc \ji ■ >ofr tgoq sat sil 
ho ilu j'b jii* \$i -,n bbvi AoiiWi ^tofr ?• oi 

Memorandum . « 

■5. *5. : Vo SO H STS yHi 'OS •- V' :• ■« - . U- " ) • J v.o 

I neglected to mention in yesterday'a memo that 
there will probably be a ship of one day in the delivery of 
today's note, what with no out-going mail on the 4th but 
I reckon you had anticipated as much. 

The enclosure from Frau Jaffe came in response to 
a cook book I sent her. I gather the book must have con¬ 
tained one of the leaflets describing various Tucca enterprises 
impelling the lady to send a check for three dollars, asking 
that a portfolio of Cane a iver or some such befit forwarded. 

I shall return the check and explain that the portfolio isn't 
available at the present time. What in he world do you 
reckon she had in mind to order. . All I can think of is 
the map which was never finished, priced at $1.8 5 or $ 1.50 or 
o whatever. What the three bucks could cover, 1 cannot imagine 
and I'm wondering if you have any idea. 
ii ; .9 j; ai'5 frj:o c V lv\ ■ ti bi.J : :T - 3-.fr '-i... 

This morning I had a telephone call from Mr. Bridges 
of the RatonRouge Welfare Department, in answer to my letter 
. regarding the tape recording matter of so many weeks back. 

He sounds like a pleasant man and went into some detail to explain 

the nature of his recent operation, a nerve pinched by a vertabrae 

or some such, to the tune of about twenty minutes which 

was perfectly alright since the Long Distance ctorge 

wasn t being placed at my account. Then we got on with other 

matters for perhaps a half hour and the upshot of the whole 

thing was that he plans to come up to see me some time in August 

and. wilh discuss the lehole matter at that time. Why 

he couldn t have had his secretary drop me a card to that effect 

weeks ago, I cannot imagine but perhaps the secretary wouldn't 

h a ve, been able to give me so many details a bout the operation. 


I never had an opportunity to run through the thing 
before sending it in and on its receipt at the 
office, I was called b a ck merely for an inquiry 
bout some part or other that had to do with typographic 
errors, and it Ukes mere than the reading of a phrase 
to get much notion as to what a thing sounds like. 

Joe Henry remains here although it is said he 
might go to Conroe on the morrow "after dinner". One 
would think that in view of the current heat wave, he 
would find it more pleasant to start early in the 
morning which he may do although tonight he hits 
on the m a gicdl hour of noon for starting out. 

‘ | 

From what I gather from news dispatches, although 
I haven t. heard any a editorial comment on the thing, 

I take ft that the Secretary of State has put himself 
in a box Ify declaring on Friday, last past,'that 
he wouldn t recognise Communist China while 
the London Conference is trying to get the world to 
take a hydrogen bomb holiday which, if accepted by 
Russia and the Western nations might guarantee some 
cessation of playing with such frightful objects, except 
for the fact that since the United States 
refuses to admit the existence of Communist China and 
will have no dealings with her, she now faces the 
likihood that the conference on which she has been 
expending so much time and money may come to naught simply 
becquse a country with 5 or 6 hundred millions simply 
isn t recognised by us as being in existence, therebye 
giving Russia the opportunity to swear not to 
fiddle with the atoms while her ally, being 
ignored by the U, S. might well sail ahead with 
unbridled energy in trying out Soviet made bombs and 
since we refuse to recognise her etistence, could do 
just that without the V. S. having an right to protest 
since we are determined to utterly ignore her existence. 
short, our Far Eastern policy, like that 1 of our Near East, 
leaves One in confusion as to where we are supposed to 
be going and even more perplexed and baffled by the 
means we are' employing to get there • 

V * ntA ittu «i«ft ei fra»\4 

In short, it would apsear that Cod prepares »gt 
only gourds, worms and Audreys but Chinamen as well but 
our State Department hasn t pondered on that one yet, x gu 


says i°e e wm r M°utn°U a, ‘ d 

plans, may or may not folow thp outline he sketches. 

I had seen him at the coffee hour across the fence, and the 
sitting was devoted to the types of houses he had seen in 
Natchitoches the day before and the type of house he intends 
building in that fair city eventually. I suppose he may e ventually 
subject here ° ne never knows, he changes his mind so readily on i 

br.o ubo4 sAi bsAo*B«8 % s\}4 ncfrooiilo tio v. ii » 
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. i-.i % snS .. hzt> '• ^ ' 

In the post today came a letter from 
la Storm which I read very casually hut shall have an 
opportunity to run through more carefully : 
on the morrow . I u >08 interested ina reference she made 
to the Carolyn. Dprmon wild flower hook, indicating that 
Kay hacTpassed along Pie news that, pulil ioation was off 
A and that .subscription -money was being returned because 
of some position Caroline had taken on some point or other. 

With thi * information up my sleeve, I telephoned Madam 
- • Beaufort who was after me to place my subscription through 

her, what with the Carden Club sponsoring the publication,— 
the Louisiana State Garden Club . And reaching Madam 
Cloutier on the wire, 1 lied and said that a letter 
from a friend in Texas made inquiry as to the prioe of the 
forth-coming book and if she would let me have the figure, I 
would pass it along. . Beth said that I should tell the 
lady to write to her .and she would send her a subscription 
blank. She uolonteered that she Kafr several ol^her people 
had been going up it o Briar wood of late to work on publicity 
and that there would be a full page about the new book 
in the Shreveport Times within about two weeks and that 
a national magazine would also carry an article in color 
a bout the impending publication, scheduled for October. 

I said 1 was delighted to have the information 
and did not inquiry if it wouldn t be a little pre¬ 
mature for theShreveport imes to be running a full page 
article in mid July a bout on October publication. 

From this conversation, I gather Beth apparantly doesn t 
know what I know, or at least what news comes to hand from 
Charleston via Hew Orleans regading doings or non- 
. ... doings in Briarwood. > 

- * 

As President of theOarden Club of the State, and busy as 
she is beating the drum for the flower book she is sponsoring. 
Madam Cloutierwho is forever in the big road with a finger 
in every pie is going to be surprised if hen she dtscoveres, and 
npt for the first time, that she doesn t know what she is 

talking a bout. *- ’’ 

>»' ■ . - si- >■ ' - ■ 

I talked with a man in the store today who was just in 
from Cameron where he had observed things from a helocopter. 

mL _ J .. . J «« V • k k'M livt a 1 i na »» a + V ii a el n knW i# n«/i n r» 


Thursday, July 4th, 1957* 


a big old alligator hard bye, snatched the body and disappeared 
beneath the surface of the water way. . 


ilfcUOi' 


Memorandum : 


And so came the 4th of July with conventional hot 
weather and unexpected guests • 

. i 

It was only this morning that I learned the Wenks 
a nd guests had blown in unannounced about 9 o'clock. 

Under the oircumstances, what with Henrys likely to appear 
on holidays, it seems odd that there should have been 
no communication suggesting they might honor us but there 
was none. ' 

... ,-yta -i.V' » > 'J 1 

When a tall gentleman appeard at the breakfast table, 

I took him to be Dr. Pierce, the pecane expert, who had 
supped here last night and made >some casual remark about 
pecanes in general to which there was but an indifferent 
reply, and it was only after I asked the clerk the 
identity of our table companion that I learned it was 
Dr. Wenk. 

I didn t see any other members of the family before 
the coffee hour aoross the fence when Dee Hertsog came up 
from Magnolia to join Celeste in heading out toward 
town where several of their cronies planned to picnic all day 
a t the home of their number, and so they departed. 

« . ... . , ;)£o \Jtit*i . , . 

At 10 somebody tapped on my door and in responding a 
white, youth handed pie a cake on behalf , he • w • said', of 
'Mrs v Wenk. I saw the youth again at supper tonight and 
learned he was in the Wenk party but he never volonteeered his 
n a me and j never asked. 

j; £ asv.i.; «ir it4 o..' own ' . • • - 

At noon, as half a dosen cattle experts were to dine 
here at the big house, J. H. suggested Sister and I dine with 
him and.Madam Regard at his house which we did and the 
rest o the batoh, heaven knowing how s trong, fell to at the 
big house and I was thankful to be out of that crowd. 

3 :. • • . .r 3 i:a o3r r.v . T s. o. 

^-atC*.,i" think was not drinking and she didn't seem to be 
Particularly mad at anybody at the moment although she 

MWm fiit 

fact that Whe woman came under suoh patronage made that point 
obvious. 
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Friday, July 5th, 1957 


siisiriiA yuia, A »4 1 *xs \o *ti.o ;j*®e 

b»4n&w afco'i j' 4 ■ st: o A e uoi o y 

b«o stfii 1 frrtQno.'fr \jbnK •\jow.o jr*«\4 aui; o4 

b® V-' *•' t%it?«:*«» ®.i -.ob ieni'v. • isoiX n o® 

..• ode ®iA no h.>j «. 

Memorandum: 

nsvo ®r.oo liktu ,®;\4 1 inoc - *iiff ‘\.o »e 

A neat collection of letters 
await the morrow, all unopened in the armoir • Today, 
heing the day after, all the secretaries scrambled off to 
Alexandria or soifie place and I resume my roll of 
Patience on a tombstone, smiling at Grief, for 
, a letter from Lyme.must await tomorrow's attention • 

X ■' .,4 •: ' ’ • 4 8 • A" , ' 

J. H, today somewhat casually remarked that he was 
leaving on Sunday with J . H . Williams to drive to 
Alaska, J, H, Williams will remain for a while 
a tid drive back but J, H, Henry says he expects to fly back 
in about 10 days* I suppose it is about five thousand 


She had — Sister —come over here about 1 0:30 or 
11 while Hr, and Mrs, Knipmeyer were here and in 
the midst of that doings. Dr, Briere arrived and I 
walked in the garden with him rather than invite him in for 
I didn't want him to be place(in the uncertain position 
of possibly being insulted by Sister • He asked if racial 
animosity was a potential and I said firmly that it was 
merely a sooial point that might run into rough weather and 
let it go at that . There have been occasions in the past when 
I have guided people beyond the front gate before they got 
very far toward the front gate and some of them have complained 
bitterly a kout it to others afterward, never dreaming what I 
had saved them from by way of disagreeable potentials but 
I believe Dr. Briere must know the Wenk set up and even though 
he may not, I think he would trust me implicity to 
handle suoh matters in the best possible way and so not feel 
he had been brushed off • 

t; »> ?/' i br. \ «© ® •' J' A*>:3 ■ '■ : - 

It appears my knee is indeed giving signs of -repeating 
the elbow thing and I am holding the thought the ultimate 
solution may be as satisfactory, that is to say, that it will 
be responsive to proper treatment and so require no surgery, 

I shall of course have cn eye kept on the thing, give it 
the treatments recommended and then go into the business 
further, should further attention be required • 

.v*. yto t: ®-‘ - ""'^ 3 - ' v ; ' 

/• • ■ V! ’ -At p ■ ■ -.ivi: " • v 

A't dinner today, J, H, Henry told me J, H, Williams 
was trying to get him to drive up to Alaska with him but 
the loal J, H» isp t much interested . As the daughter of 
J. H,’' Williams is fo have a big wedding on August Berth, 

J. suppose the trek to Alaska must be scheduled for starting 
pretty soon since it must be quite a long drive by car • It 
seems J, H, Williams has in mind investing in land 
up yonder which I suppose J , H, Henry considers as typical ( 
of the Wiiii ama flight of mind a xd t something of dubious 
soundness from a strictly business point of view. If one 
really likes speculating in land, \it would seem as though a 
resident of Louisiana might find a few parcels a"-little closer to 
home than Alaska to put money into at the moment • 

I am holding the thought that the Nation s 

ti fjsswoPikMK n 'i*?”?; “V *'’*! with a oJ ' r “ t and 

... .■ *«»» *** «•'“ *•** * * IT* ■ 


\j La 4 ob a® 
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4 iifl# t \i .n - 

3een a pair of pretty little white , pure white, kittens 

at Fug a bou's house and that Madam F ugabou wanted 

to give them away, Andy thought might like them and he was 

so right. About first dark this evening, he tapped 

at my door, bearing the pair on his shoulder • They 

are spending the night in the African House with a nice big flat 

saucer of milk and tomorrow morning they will come over 

to Yucca to have breakfast with Grandpa 

gn the gallery, - »■ v " 

■ - ^ ' ' i" 

While we were at supper tonight, Hitchel came hurrying 

Mitchel 


Sunday, July 7th, 1957 

v;- ito-Aosn 1 4 at ua: 

U»\u ■) iti aoito L* •>*tb« a. 

it ai 4 ->a\i alto 4:' • '.*• "'"JUbit 


ivrob note o4 i. 

4 u aa&ujy.i 'tacait into c. i. 4 u oc 
no i 4 , ibbo ito 84®’^ ftA 

. ' o4 i 


Memorandum : a , . 

TisAsC ..•froft e’ naliol °.iv. iti 8 .. j .. . . . . 

ifow nice to Aaye your letter and how nice to know you 
were hearing E. Roscoe paying "50. miles west of Alexandria 
at the same time I was tuned in on^the same'.program, 

o . suolyoi bi't iUvijMli \}ob o eaiito 00ft 4:io4o ^>1 a 


the clerk 1 8 car down the river banK just below the garden 
I suppose, may still be high from last night s 
frolic. It is interesting that a man wit^ such 
an expert eye with an axe.oould never drive o car for 
sour apples, vt . . 

q 4 afrowis si\ b^ob \a".Va . 

Carmen telephoned me thisafternoon to let me know 
that thre new job as head of the Red Cross was rocking along nicely 
With hurricane Audrey kicking up her heels the first week Carmen 
took over, it fellzto her lot to round up 
a thousand dollars as the.Natchitoches quota for the 
Cameron sufferers and shereceived contri¬ 
butions of fifteen hundred dollars in 
may present a surplus if more 
made her very happy. 

The town talk thing came to hand today and it doe an t 
look like much, i’ll send a copy along with the Natchitoches paper, i 
believe the Natchitoches brief history, knocked off,at a single 
1 sitting, appears 00 page 9 but if the article doesn t read any better 
that this so called *Special Edition" looks, it will 
scarcely be worth your time glancing through 
W; “ 1 4- • / 

I wish yu yought see the Manhattan flower Show 
Minnias, now at their prime. They are huge and lovely and as 
colorful an assortment of gaiety as a patch work quilt 
made from pieces of velvet, A bowl of them daa nods sedately 

here on my desk with k each tap of the keyboard as al r though saying 
howdu with each letter in each word, as touched off to 


the. u atchitoches quota for the 

1 * . i 

i the first couple of days and thus 
than the quota is desired and that, natur 


HOOt'O 

fall 08 ■" • 
v Ltii; s b't 0 \ 00 A 


s.\b bdjit 4 
as 

aOttOLL.J it* 


ei-aoicou 
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and* instead of pushing and pulling, I have to slow him down 
from time to time . I reckon he is about 15 and never pauses at 
a new word although once in a while he gets an odd pronunciation 
but never spells out one that is new to him, 

J, H, Henry took off on Saturday afternoon with 
- rr J.I.. -,-.-±+-- 1 - r. their first 

Alaska being something over five t ousand 
Henry expects to be back 


Monday, July 8th, 1957 • 

v: atqoaq qn -•«. .ut-oA 

.■■a flt .teim ,l bit,-, 

9 .T 08 \i ant i o i i i ioq Htt t 


\0 U0ii-U-vCGi5B £l(ibl(S5W 

i-'ico, arts no r.o*r\ 

oir qn boose To*ni<5> : .'onao 
8 i ?.8S- 

* »o »'■! aw 5':s 

Hi \ iaz - 8 A bju\ bLaOiSz a 
Memorandum : 




J. Williams in the latter’s De Soto 
point of call in 
miles from here. As J _ 

within 10 days, you may r eadily see why they hope to 
cover about 800 miles a day which is ridiculous, of course, 
anddoubly so as both of them are notoriously careless drivers, 
They are traveling alone. Celeste took off for town to 
play bridge about 1 o8clock and J, H, left a bout S, I 
never have become accustomed to this custom I have witnessed 
time and again, the wife taking off for a round of bridge 
an hour before the husband takes off for a trip around 
the coutinent or the globe which seems the more strange as 
the wife claims to be oh, so madly in love with the husband, 

' j . a o • 

She told me this e veiling that during yesterday’s 
bridge game, JoeEvans of Ferrid a y had telephoned Beth Cloutier 
who -oas playing, to tell her that she as well as Leutcher Stark 
and Ur, Hodges had all washed their hands of the Briarwood 
business, Beth said somebody, —it was assumed Sudie Lawton, 


Deep summer and soaring thermometer -readings 
and everything growing madly, except the koljj weevils 
who can't be found to begin with and who can t stand 
heat when found, c 

■ . .0 L L. J . i ■ r ... L- • ... 

I know not what delayed the plantation at sundown 
but whatever it was, the clerk and John Venk didn’t 
respond to the supper bell until nearly 7 with one result, 
at least, that I missed all news programs which I vastly 
regretted but I shall catch up with some of them, perhaps 
when they get round to re-broadcast some of the things, 

I am hoping, too, that 1 may catch up with a re-broadcast 
of yesterday ’s Meet the Press since I should have liked to 
hear what the junior Senator from Idaho had to say, for 
while I know nothing a bout the gent, I shouldn't mind 
learning something about it, 

4 88 >-1 j. •' alVj H08” ' - - •» - A* ‘.>*t 

>v r ind speaking of Seantors, J was a little disappointed 
that the junior Senator from Massachusetts, Herr Kennedy, 
stuck his neck out in the Algerian matter for 
I am inclined to like Mr, Kenedy and think he has more than 
usual gray matter but somehow he seemed to go off the deep end 
when recommending Algerian independence'^Personally, I am 
inclined to think Algerian independence would be just fine 
if that's what the Algerians want, £ut as I understand it, 
the political situation is in yuch turmoil in that country 
that' the real Algerians wouldn t have a* chance, once France 


Texas relations with the United States, I have 
forgotten my dates concerning Algeria but J am under the 
impression it has been-a part ofFranoe in varying degrees of 
intimacy for ever so-long, —perhaps since 1836, —rather 
longer than Texas has been a-part of the United States and wt 
the time element really doesn t matter, I can hear a 
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Tuesday, July 9th, 1957. 


howl going up by people recommending separation of France 
and French interests in and from Algeria on the part of 
Ameren politicians if some French Senator stood up to 
recommend that the Unttd States return Texas to it's 
former independent status, especially were Texas at the time 
the suggestion was being made should find herself in the 
turmoil of an uprising, sponsored largely by disgruntled 
ex-Spaniards and ex-Mexicans whose ancestors may have 
out-dated the ancestors of Texas birth of whom 
contempoary Texap are descendants. 

I spent a long, hot day at Arenbourg where the 
crepe myrtles are especially lovely at the moment. The 
curious late freeze of Spring "cooked" the pear crop, for 
which I am not sorry since it will discourage marauding 
at cotton time, and although there are very few persimmons 
because of the same weather pphenomenon in March, still 
there is one tree that is but loaded. 

6 1 o" i; * •• v* •• Jiv.i.' 

I canvased the air wavep at .the appointed hour 
for "Conversation" tonight but couldn t find it. Perhaps 
Mr. Fadiman et al have gone on a vacation. I think 
it one of. the better programs on radio and every time I 
think of it and always as such, I cannot help laughing in 
my beard that Mr. Patterson of the Congressional 
Library wrote me that it couldn't be recorded for the 
Blind since it wasn't educational. What a dolt that 
Patterson person must be. 

You asked the other day if the Reading Maohine 
isn t t functioning at the moment. It isn't. I have 
a hSlf dozen things I want to explore, such as 
the Davenport biography of Mozart, the biography 
by an author whose name I forget on Emily Dickinson and 
so on. I shall send the thing to Baton Rouge for repair 
shortly and perhaps Bill Bridges will being me a 
new machine or my present one repaired when he 
gets up this way next August. I might send 
the present machine to Baton Rouge by Carolyn but 
I imagine she ispi?obably "lost" somewhere in Mexico 
and therefore isut. likely to make a round here 
before September 




• oo* * «;imr »«o.. «o vW '■» - r- ^ " 

•\o .. ■ -jroO'8 \o H i'' r *vi 1 'o»i •• 5 - 1^- • , v 

Memorandum : • 

•• .•< J< • ' 1 V . ■ . 

Our warm weathe continues, the sky an inspirationin 
blue backgrounds and big old white puffs like giant 
cotton bolls and the artist parks herself early beneath 
the pecane tree- along side her house and paints all kinds 
of skies except the type that changes to be obtaining at 
the time she is plying her brush. 

j.H . telephoned last night from some place along 
the Canadian border so, by tonight, l suppose, both J. H. s may 
be well inside the border of our neighbor to the North. 

It was only this morning at the coffee hour that I 
recalled, the reason I had supplied much flowers for the house 
next door was by way of decorating the place for a party 
which,.it was said, turns out to be o great success, whatever 
that implies. Tomorrow morning there is to be a coffee for 
Atala Uertzog, down from Washington, and 1 reckon there will 
be a flock-of ladies whom she may have known many a year ago when 
she was a Cane u iver belle., 

vl l . i \ W ;; -Ai I ito no\. 

' n’ 0* r.u; vni uooo boa *.-i 

Wit\i the thermometer maintaining a high 
level of late, the inevitable stirrings of religion 
are becoming manifest and the revival business is 
rocking more thaii one little remote church along this 
or that half hidden bayou these recent moonlit nights. 

I must sometime take time out to study exactly 
what is what in such matters. It is generally accepted 
that Monday is gems usually the least productive day in plantation 
operations, aS, I suppose, may well be the case in many 
another line of human enterprise. It seems to Se I recall 
that many of the stores in T aris, for instance, didn t get 
around to open their shutters until Monday noon, giving the 
employees an opportunity to "get over" the week end, I 
assume. The wheels of human endeavor are inclined to begin 


gBcrtria 
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turning very slowly on Holiday morning, too, 

But yesterday Clyde Anthony, a man of some 25 or 
30 summers, was among the first to appear : and 
seemed fully of vim and vigor, He was 
employed in the hay field all day t —and exhausting 
job to say the least, but at night he was ready to 
head out with his wife and their several children to 
the revival being held at St, Mary's-on-the-Bayou, and 
that night Clyde was converted But what it is 
that conversion doep, I know not, for on Tuesday morning 
Clye didn t show up for work but did send a message, 
saying that he was going to devote the balance of 
the week to praying and that he would be baptised 
in Little *iver on Sunday, Surely theological 
finer points never trouble the untutored peasant but pray they 
must and pray they do for days on end and I confess I find myself 
curious to know what they are praying a bout. 

Puny’s daughter by an early marriage is scheduled 
to be baptised in town on Sunday, hard by the bridge 
in the very center of Natchitoches , I, understand there will 
be a baptising at St, Mathew's, --up the road, and one at St, 

Paul’s in the Bermuda areg, and at least two on 

Little Piver, —St, Mary’s and St, Augustine’s. Surely 

for one likeCarolyn who has never made a mouie of a baptising 

but has been longing to do so, this coming &abbath would 

offer a boutas many opportunities as one community would 

be likely to serve up in a single Sunday, But I assume 

Carolyn may be in Mexico or Waco or the Lord Iplows where, 

as I haven^t heard a peep out of herand 1 can t worry about the mist 

opportunities that come to the surface when she fades from 

view and contact, 

■ -j % i 

I am hoping that the artist s Catholic services at St, Augustii 
may not prevent her rom'attenting St, Akgustine s 
aquatic festivities for while she needs nq± reminders as 
to what co stitutes a baptising, her presence at one 
during t e current season might well inspire her to do 
bigger and better compositions in that field, should she 
find herself amongst her Baptist friends once more, 

. 

This is a dull letter. Perhaps the heat is 
going to get me into a revival mood,,,,,, 


•• 


l(U' 


r.i 


Wednesday, July 10th, 1957, 




3 O 9’ii. 


1W 


4 » 


•,n 


sbiu: 


.ETSVn-'V.rd \,Q i-.9-.Tl .UilJ 9i\cr \,G i.O'UJ 

Memorandum: 

i . . •. " • - c _.. 9S3 ai -o qis 'K 9.1 

Tonight the moon must be full, it’s so big 
and fat and golden, and I enjoyed walking the Bermuda Road 
coming South which meant I was facing it. It in 
no way reminded me of the Henry ya?i Dyke lines : 

^ 0 • : 01* r iiii C • if w - • ’* Z “ f v - * l• 1" Z 4 

"Night by night I saw the plantts 
Range their glittering Court on high, 

Saw the Moon with queenly motion. 

Mount her throne and rule the skies", 

for the moon was already on the rim of the eastern horizon 
a t sunset and her radiance was so great, one scarcely 
noticed a star but it was pleasant in the cool of the evening, 
a sort of silvery rendition of a too burnished glittering day, 

Vo . ;■ • 

I had gone up the road to look at an armoir and 
a wash stand belong to Madame Balthazar-Chevalier, 
of the old Cane River noblesse, She had sent me word she 
was go ng to California and wanted to dispose of these 
two items, described to me as very old and very in¬ 
expensive . t turned out that they were very old, of about 
the Gay ’90 vintage, of cheap wood and common design and 
would have been expensive to my purposes if priced at what it 
would involve to haul them from kr there to here. But I 
was glad of the opportunity to sit on the gallery with the 
lady, in her 60’s and listen to her viewpoints on life and the 
world in general. She is of the unreconstructed generation, 
wonderfully conscious of the superiority of cafe-au-lait 
■' over cafe noirq and it was ■.interesting to hear her express that 
nicety of balance as between the reverence shown for the local 
priests as servants of Jesus as opposed to .the 
blank spots they have in their understanding, according to 
her r —so wise in matters of The *ible but so ignorant 
- of the proper gradations of society and their, ineptitude 
in letting "[those people", referring to the negroes, of course, 
into "our" Church, From Madame Balthazar-Chevalier, one learns 
how locally the Catholic Church has been able to impose 


mo .9 1 9 A z. 
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of heart for one's fellow man but rather a certain 
charity on the part of the mulatto, not for the negro, but 
for the representatives of Rome who are so wise in religious 
{ as the old lady pointed out, but so lacking 

in understanding the more fundamental facts of life as regards 
membership in the Church of the Children of Strangers. 

Little King came to see me yesterday. Re * 8 . 

camp in Colorado Springs. He said he had to ^y40do22ar3 
Shreveport on his way home for having run a red light, and 
last niaht he found himself in the Natchitoches J a il . 

for drunlU driving and that is costing din 105 dollars^«liich 
is certainly running up his vacation expenses without doing 
him much good. 

I have just had to .get up to close the doors giving on the frojxt 
gallery. X think 1 mentioned that Raison of the Raison and Blanche 
team of tiny white kittens, died the other day and * buried poor 
Raison under the lemon treen near the gallery. nut aa 
I have been typing, a visitor in the form of a dog must baue 
paid Yucca a vist, and possessed of grave digging propensities, 
exhumed poor Raison as I wrote, for suddenly the air grew 
denser and although the moonlight flooded the gallery more 
brVghtly than i can remember, I couldn t find the corpse but 
its presence i3 sa obviously close by that closing the 
barrier ‘seems imperative unless I move my desk out on 
he back gallery. 

I 'am not enclosing a letter the post brought from Briarwood 
as X want to run through one sentence ff it again m which 
Hiss Dormon mentions her book. Not a word does she breathe 
about the current rumpus although she does re er to the 
publication as being an assured thing. Naturally she does.i 
know how well my grapevine is functioning from Hodge* to 
Storm and b a ck again. Apparantly she is still holding the 
thought, .—and a vain one it is, - that la Storm will 
cough up the 5 thousand which, by demanding lb, she lost from 
the Leutcher-starks, and perhaps she feels, along with 
Radam Cloutier, that enough people, will au*ao.r.i*« d» aflu«» fifty 
in advance to engineeer the publication which I doubt. La Cloutier 
telephoned me today to say the u hreveport article wiL\ appear this 
week or next, —the *imes, under the arresting banner head - 
line "Audubon of the *ild Flowery". And this, of course, reminds 
me of .Lyle's parody about Carriei 


Oh, misere . 

As I went to address the envelope,H 
discovered the ribbon had not been tracking. 

I shall enclose the memo regardless alto ugh 
you may beable to make nothing of it. I think 
the salient point X touched on was the fact that 
the first butteffly lily of the season 
unfolded tonight at 7:30. The enclosures 
pretty much cover the balance of the remarks in 
the memo itself......... 


tt The 


_ y will place monuments where 1 haye trod. 

For sometimes 2, B Audubop and sometimes I m Cod. 

The Houston letter took 5 days to get here. I am 
responding, asking how I can get hold of some Pi** a a for 
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Memorandum: 

The 7iirp.de of the 1957 "birth of the "butterfly lily 
transpired at 7;30 this eveing, five or six minutes after the sun 
had officially vanished "behind the Montrose Hills. This morning 
two white spires, an inch or so high, pushed themselves mp into 
the sun andx remainedstationery all day long, waiting for the 
intense heat to disappear, I suppose, "before starting to unfold. 

After Martin Agronsky's 7:05 "broadcast, I placed a chair 
near the stalk and Blanche, paying no attention to what was about 
to occur in the floral section,climbed up into my lap and then 
on to my shoulder. Somehow the slight tremors of the buds re¬ 
minded me of those Ufa films that used to do such wonderful things 
with the opening and closing of lilies andwhat not. And then, 
although I was watching intently, the miracle occurred and, regard¬ 
less of the calendar, the summer season was really under way. 

There was a plethora of mail today, some of which xxxx 
I enclose under separate cover. I was chibly glad to hear from 
Daisy in the Dell, what with it containing a lost memo, perhaps 
of the 50th. I can think of no one I should rather have find such 
a page. I suppose my senility is revealed by the fact that I 
closed th^Aemo by mentioning her name and being intent to dropping 
her a line, made out the envelope in her nar* . Surely the heat is 
playing tricks with my brain and I must have a care when knocking 
out a vast tide of correspondence that I do not repeat such an 
error. 

I guess the letter from Carolyn was the surpise in that 
it turns out she did not go to Mexico as I had expected. She asked 
if I had hear from Martin. I have not. She suggested a rendez-vous 
next week, Friday with her nephew, Helen and two other ladies. In 
response to this letter I shall manifest but mild enthusiasm for 
this contre-danse. I have no idea how many months it has been 
since we have had any opportunity to do any desk work and exhaustion 
bn her part as prevented as much serious conversational planning as 
in crying for attention. If indeed, the Plantation Primitive is 
going to explode in November, we should be working like beavers 
right now to prepare copy for magazines, Fashion sheets, newspapers, 
and so on if we are to get a maximum of advertising benefit, not for 
the clothes but for the canvases of la Hunter, from where I sit 
it appears Storm Lake will get priority during thebalance of Jhly, 
and a Welfare Movie willclaim August. Then September will get 
the Pilgrimage stuff, andOctober will produce nothing since it 
will be too latefor the magazines in October to touch on November 
releases in the d. othing field. I must write all this in a letter 
to Pirates Alley in full realization that I shall be singing psalms 
to a dead mule. In the meantime, that is to say, Friday of next 
week, I shall be one in six at a social gathering and shall 

naturally have no opportunity todo any serious business. I wish 
the rendez-vous for the five might take place in Marshall, and 
after that frolic was finished, the lady wuuca would come down here 
for a day or two of concentrated labor on the Picayune article, 
the Reader* s Di ges t thing, the Look article on the Gourd festival, 
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andthe preparation of the Fashion Features for the impending autumn 

tas w. 

™t??ed off this Sip-trap, I on the other hand, thank you for your 
llltlnt .in permitting me to blow off steam since it is only in 
the direction of Lyme that I can mention such matters andperhaps the 
opening 6 of the safSy valves helps me a heap in getting myself hack 
into a better, saner state of mind. 

vtv Cooelandof the Chamber of Commerce called to ask for a 
to l^held at Hatchltochee for the entire industry. The Society ie 

^*:^i%“d 3 °S e eorfurhfar4^^r?o B 5o?n a in S “pXagnTt|i r 

well organized for 1958. 

The card from Rosalyn was unexpected, a feeler for October 
TH^ffrimaae. I°miT>POBe. Lordy, Lordy. what a flock of otuff ie still 


Friday , Julff 18th , 2957 


3- i bp. viv.oia, v. in t ,.te\ bno qsi vsf. \i»t. adi nswode i»a<!a 

Jviool Ai,)..- ■ «s 4- . a <i t. t \j»u Ay" 

8\iuwv.fi o»*iti t to ted Beoi'aiit&ui.ooni hone 

Memorandum 

oeib si31 ita.ki tfioio'o i- 1 .'.u jT.. ItocU*' si dfr \i8e\jie 

Another day ef full summer but a memo 

which ie something other than a shadow , I trust, 

* u 3 v *•’ u * ^ " " 4,u ' 4 .. V, i * *4 • .0 

'•v; I am penning t this in the dark and have adjusted the 
Denholme.margin a little , more or less by guess, I 
am giving myself the pleasure of keeping the doors open 
in order that the butterfly lily perfume may saunter in 
from the front gallery and I usually close the doors in that 
direction when I turn on the lights, what with the 
insects still a problem in spite of screen doors • 

8 ' „V> 1 '- \0 HoilllV bd'j- . 8' v '>4 H08113. 'it'c V d.t ‘\i sJ.'i 

I usually try to get the 22*30 news at noon but 
got no where today because just as I turned the dial , 
somebody tapped and the tapee was none other than 
I, S • Willard who couldn't sit down because she was 
en route hqme to Natchitoches from Baton Rouge and 
had merely paused to glimpse the Hunter renditions in 
the boudoir, I migl\t add that she really did end up by 
pausing long enough to perch for a moment , for it 
wa8 3*3Q before she finally pulled out 

i:\jl had a pleasant demi-tasse with Radam Regard this morning 
didn t see the ladies yesterday as they-had gone to 
town to have the lady doctor give Radam, Regard a 
shot against her arthritis, I saw her daughter • 
momentarily yesterday afternoon whofelt mother-.is likely to 
be an ever increasing burden but this morning she 
was unhampered , what with her mother feeling more spritely 
a nd a ccordingly had headed out e arly to go swimming early 
with some of her girl friends but promised to be 
a 48 ' • 1 t isoq a’^oboi hi is- c-.. 88 t.-' ' • i :'88 

S'. 0 i.ujji'• td 3t".'o , 01 oD I'B'id , • • , •- «W 

•tai.'oi'- bit# a. l 4 tuodi: citiiV3 on pjtiy>C8 iti eo*l .vb$8v o 


ir.o*i\ «»aw3 ad 

s i i dw ’ .in i3 i 
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Sunday, July 14th, 1957 


b a ck by noon, giving the duo at the coffee cup3 much 

opportunity to get caught up on unfinished business. 1 

even showed the lady my leg and what nice progress it is 

making, never b eing able to talk about 

such inconveniences to her daughter who always 

favors rushing one off to the hospital, I laughed to 

myself this fternoon around 4 o'clock when it was discovered , 

bees were trying to swqrm by the front screen door of the lady a 

gallery, Hen were out with spray guns trying 

to drive the things away but without much success, ( 

Tife must look grim indeed tonight, what with mother s 
joints and o bee hive on the front doorstep, 

I wa8 interested tonight in the several news broadcasts, 
each of which identified the new Agah Kahn as a former 
Harvard student but only Charles G ollingwood quoting 
the.new spiritual leader as having been the room mate 
of one of the Stevenson boys, The mention of an offspring 
of A, Stevenson reminded me that T have lost track of that 
Democratic standard bearer, The last I heard of him he was in 
South Africa, or le a ving South Africa and expressing the 
opinion the racial thing wasn t getting any where in that 
neighborhood under seggregation treatment, but 1 never did 
hear it said whence he was going after quitting Cape Town, ^ I someti 
am astonished at my own dombness, especially in spelling, jo 1 
must have seen the name of theAgga Kahn thousands of time8 in 

print and still don t know how it is spelled, 

* 

It’s pleasant to repo-rt that Blanche is making nuite a 
go of life, —up to now at least, AAhough not more zhan 
4 inches long, she frolicks about with gusto and even followed 
I, S,W, and me as far as the gourd garden today, via the African 
House, Dr. Miller's cabin. Miss Alberta's house and thence 


Memorandums 


The postman, being an hour ahead oj s cr 
on Saturday, had departed before I made a ri 
but I believe Eugene mailed things in Hateh\ 
delivery may not be delayed although it is t 
that if Miss Lee should not be in Lyme at tl 
or two wouldn t make much difference so far 
is concerned, 

J; Li i 't§ 1 I * L •• t 

Madam Regard oontinues to get a bout wi 
difficulty, less, perhaps, in getting a bout 
up or sitting down which does not, however, 
daughter from maintaining.her squirrel s ca 
• 1 •' •'* ' 

As she is usually home at noon to dine 
especially if J. M. is dining at home, J. M 

* . . , a i _ i- ... J T aiii alnn 


time difference between Alaska and Louisiana ana « 
Celeste from Fairbanks, Alaska on Saturday noon but all the 
sati.Sadion he get *«««»» »*£*; ""“I" C ' USU 


frolic and Madam Regard reclining. 


was in town on a_ 

I don't seem to know much about what is going on up 
and down the road although I am told a car load of local 
youths headed out for the bright lights of Houston on 
Saturday morning where the Texan metropolis seems to be 
exerting almost as'much pull on colored folks today as Alexandria 
did during the war years when the camps were a-buildmg 
in that area, I reckon my new secretary must have been among 
those.venturing so far afield for’ he failed to show.up 
either yesterday or today, But a former one, having been lured 
west a while back, has had enough of it a»d has returned 
to rural life once more so I reckon, so far as my helpers 
are concerned, I shall just^bout come out even. 
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Monday, July 15th, 1957, 


ot* h) 


thought it would be an excellent idea to have 
Carolyn do a gourd s tory for the Picayune in some subtle 
fashion that would imply that October pilgrms might have 
look at something extraordinary in the gourd line. 

I said I thought that would be nice but didn t 
say that I should like to know how 3he or axyone else 
expects or known any means of catching up with 
little 1 /iss n amsey to write *must " articles, let 
alone gourd trivia. 

"A Natchitoches lady of artistic merit is the f 
way I believe I phrased the opening line in,Friday s 
Cane ^iver Memo and I did just that in order that I might 
see if any one claimed the coat, so to speak. In her 
telephone conversation, Thelma.thanked me for ^having thus 
referred to her and two other ladies have phoned to say 
I was right in not mentioned I. S. Willard sincethey 
could recognise her type of story so readily. A couple 
of gentlemen have mentioned the matter, trying to guess 
the identity,of.thq teller and nobody.seems to have 
thought of Posalyn. 

< 

I noticed today's upper 90 heat more than usual this 
noon when I came out of the freezing air-conditioned house 
across the fence, following dinner. I encountered three 
horses grazing fitfully here and there and much inclined 
to scamper in three different directions at once. I had to 
track them down from front to b a ck and back to front, not to 
mention side w a ys, too, from Iris garden to Bulb garden and 
from the old j tore by the front gate to 
the solitude of the little garden behind Ur. Miller's 
garden where my pumpki"* have been sprawling over every¬ 
thing, including the greensward, with such abandon. I 
didnt want any more damage than possible to be done by 
18 long legged, heavily shod animals and so I kept 
up the pursuit but nqver did make a final round, after 
finally getting* them out fh* front gate, to see how much 
wreckage they had caused. One horse's hoof on one giant 
zinna plant and that, o^ course, would be the end of 
that zinnia's existence. 

There is talk about aurora borealis this summer and I'm 
holding the thought that little Miss Lee may encounter their 
marvelous spectacle, should she venture into the country . 


Memorandum : 

t " J / to - ^ • .. - - 

How nice to know there's a letter from 
Lyme, locked in the the armoir, awaiting 
temporary respite in the current heat wave which 
seems to be doing such odd things to the 
secretariat. 

On learning that thb new secretary who 
was a bout the best I had rounded up thus far, had 
gone on a frolic to some remote metropolis, I 
rattled the grapevine and a new amunsis 
put in an appearance early this morning, hours before 
the in-coming mail had arrived. Picture my 
- distress around noon when somebody asked we if I 
h n d heard about the new secretary. I hadn t. It 
seems "he done got religion'', meaning that 
he is mooning around somewhere or other and 
will probably be continuing in that state until 
after the impending baptisin' which, H I hope, 

-may be thi3 coming Sabbath. Heat and vacation time 
certain works wonders at this bend of the river. 

m . •) *• *. 4 ..U ’< • 0 • * * • o • • « •' 

• There is a new memberof the household 

interruption .an endless telephone from 

one of the college professors, just b n ck from visiting 
Mississippi Southern University at Ifattiesburg, and 
I have forgotten what I was going to mention which probably 
wouldn't have been to'o fascinating anyway. 

But one thing the professor had to fill me 
I found amusing. He said The New Republic had just come 
to hand and had a long article in it about the Gerard case 
nd the writer of the article went to some trouble to 
t cite another case or two in Japan wherein, as in the 
instance of Mr. Gerard, the superior officer had 
signified the case as* being within the jurdisction of the 
American Court Martial since the • charge was made against 
i a iman while carrying out official duties, and this previous 
i case had to do with an American soldier in Japan who 

:> ■ ''i 1 <• =) • 
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Tuesday, July 16th, 1957 


had broken into a house and raped a Japanese girl, 

This was 3uch a flagrant case of stretching "official 
line of duty" to the breaking point that even the 
Americans had to admit that the soldier had, indeed, 
gone a little beyond line of duty in performing the rape 
a nd thus the case was turned over quite properly to the 
Japanese court. 1 


■iiv:: ■ ' VS" 1 MiHBO ''' 'i. ° •*' *' r . 

Memorandum: 

When the thermometer dropped from about 1 00 to 
the mid 70’s along about 4 o'clock this x fternoon, and 
a pleasantlittle shower descended from over head through 
the' slanting rays of the setting' sun which kept right on 
shining despite the rain, people and vegetation seemed to take 
o new lease on life before one's very eyes and while human beings 
will be sleeping luxuriantly in tonight's coolness, the 
plants will be larboring joyously, I suppose, to catch up for 
lost time that our recent heat w^ve hat occasioned. 

I heard a couple of things in the fields of fact and folk 
lore that interested me today. One came from Carmen, in 
the folk lore section, stemming from andther encounter she had 
had with Hil Mary's grandma who told Carmen, on learning 
Carmen is a maiden lady, that she was worrying 'about her but 
felt God would make a special dispensation in Carmen's cas e 
because of her kindness in spite of the fact that "the Mible 
say no lady can git into Heaven without she done been married 
to a man," 

' HsY' Ai 04 ■ t . » ' ; ■ ' ; '■. ^ 

I had never heard that supersittion before and wonder 
if it may explain in part the fact tha't one so seldom encounters 
a colored old maid,-. I must cast about among local friends 
to discover if this idea perks in this locality, too. 

And from the artist, who came to’see me about 6 o'clock 
this morning, I learned that i has long been the custom 
in this area for people intending to do some serious gambling 
to get themsleves a "toad-frog" and to excuse themselves frequently 
between games in-order that a^oisit may be made to said 
"toad-frog" down whose throat is pourd a teaspoon of whiskey 
during each visit, and that this really guarantees winning 
hands right along . Naturally I feel dorry for the poor 
"toad-frong" who probably has no inclination for whiskey 
and reaps no benefit for having consumed the firey s tuff, but 
even more I am filled with wonder at the explanation of 
two contestants, both of whom may be pushing the same method 
w in fr. i\ * » « «* * ; ' o* 


While looking over the gourd situation today 
to observe how many gourds and'worms "the ®od Jehovah" 
had been preparing, I carrii my observations to the 
top of a step ladder, introduced into the picture in 
order that I might get a better gander at a moss 
of vines climbing some 20 feet up a couple of b a mboo 
poles at one corner of the gourd garden, 1 was quite 
delighted to find several different varieties of the 
fruit, all Within a 12 inch level, —the hob-nail yellow 
ones, the yellow so delicious, 3et off nicely by small 
striped green and white one of dark hue and 
some foot long, thin numbers ,f pale green which, 1 take 
it, are dish g rag gourds and two or thee white numbers 
n bout the site of a basket ball. The opulence of such 
a cluster, perhaps 12 feet from the ground, and somehow 
shihg through the rich green leaves of the vines, certainly 
presents a pleasant picture which a color camera might 
catch but the artist could never paint. 

Things being dull at the Red Cross, I reckon. 

Carmen telephoned me this a fternoon to say she had been 

requested by -her office on the West Coast to check on the 

condition of the wife and children in Natchitoches Parish 

of one soldier, Jones, Carmen was perfectly 

delighted with the name of soldier Jones' daughter which was 

and officially so, H a il Mary Jones. Somehow 

it reminded me of "God's first name", as cited by 

a local citisen in naming h‘is child from the 

1st .verse bf the Lor's Prayer, - Hallowed. 

If there had been but twins in the Jones family, they 
might have used both of these which really would have 
"stumped the experts'", 

There's much heat lightening tonight, , the garden 
intermittently black out and brighter than day, and 
Blanche and the butterfly lilies looking doubly 
ghosti-like in between . 
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to win the other's money. It must be almost 

as confusing as it was in the 12th century when amilitag 
force carrying a banner or a likeness of the Queen of Heaven 
in thie ranks, felt assured of victory although more than 
once the encountered opposing forces shielded by the 
same magical emblem. Surely something has to give in such 
instances and I'm hoping in the gaming department, it isn't 
the poor "toad-frog". 

On the factual side of things, it was interesting to 
hear the same report from two different plantation workers 
c ncerning the current hopes of the former overseer, 

Mr. Youngblood. Kiiig Hunter, the artist s son, passed this 
way a bout 7 and mentioned he had been talking with Mr. Youngblood 
in town where a crew from here had been orking today. 

Mr. Youngblood is currently working for J. H. Williams, 
of all people, and is unhappy and wants to return to his 
former job at A elrose which he Had given up so unceremoniously 
in May. He told the same tale to another of the workmen 
who passed it on to me later tonight. But it is said 
that J. H. has learned that Mr. Youngblook pretty well dismantled 
the old cotton gin of valuable gear while he was supervising 
the renovation of that gob of plantation equipment, 

Mr. Youngblood taking the various metalic parts of machinery 

to construct the saw mill he was rigging up somewhere outside 

of Natchitoches. And it is further said that some of 

the local people, probably Fug a bou,, who lived near the Youngbloods 

that siad neighbors reported that atruck used to c ome from 

Baton Rouge to the Youngblood house at night to pick up 

sacks of pecanes. 

;„ 'li' j’}’,. \ *• v . :mwh ecAS 

Partly in view of such things but even more because 
the overseer pulled out in M y, just when the crop was 
getting under way, J. H. t I feel sure, is not likely to 
let the man return but it does seem odd that 
so little time had to elapse between Jiis withdrawal and his 
desire to return. ) 

Before this afternoon's rain, j made a round of the pumpkin 
section and was delighted to find several small ones forming 
and a few about the siae of corquet balls. This year 
the pumpkin vines deem to have had an i. rest a ble impulse to 
climb everything within rach with a result that a nice pumpkin 
appears to be thriving from a branch in a doawood 
ohs in a red bud and one in a Chinese magnolia . sugqestinq 
Strang Fruit, sure enough . J 9 ** * 


Wednesday, July 17th, 1957 • 
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Memorandum : 
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J. H. telephoned from Seattle this morning to say 
he would be in Shreveport at 7:30 on Thursday morning 
and suggesting a car be there to meet him. I reckon 
Clyde Claude Emmet Davis and John f'enk will be at 
the air port. «. 

As I wrote .the word, Seattle, just now, it occured to 
me for the first time in my life that its pronunciation 
is rather more distinctive than words in English having 
two vowels together. Without s topping to think a bout 
other cities beginning with the letters, 8, e a, a couple 
of names in Hew ersey spring to the surface, --Seabright 
and Seagirt. How odd they would sound if we handled 
the vowels as we do in Seattle for surely by 

following tfie Seattle pattern, we would find ourselves saying 
See-abright and See agirt which, even in Hew ersey, would 
be likely to startle if not puaale citiaens of that State hearing 
such pronunciation for the first time and I reckon anyone 
in the State of Washington would be equally unhinged momentarily 
if someone asked them something about Seettle. Surely English 
and American are difficult languages to explain and Seettle and 
See-abright are excellent examples in making the point. 
jiy, . '.uAorsl i v'v-:.o 9i'iu 9 \ & '-."'4 

..v:oV.T \a ti '-a J:- Jt..' in :,.' ic loitneo 9 At 
Our later afternoon shower last 
night kept temperatures down during the night and 
sleeping was made that much more pleasant. But the heat 
was on again this morning at sun rise and quite prepared to 
flatten into jelly the delicate membrains of the butterfly 
lilies which seem to jell if to heat is added the direct 
rates of the sun for too long a period. And as all those 
currently in flower are long the front gallery at Yucca where there 
is plenty of sun, I thought I had better do something about it 
■ v~ \ • •. \ il 1.196 v ' -- 'TO 1 . : 

’j r) j sic, riCisil jrus iii icixifresi tefw hufriii': 
rrt'^ sit bates. ;us o ; 's efttoq 

■ ly , sa u oaz oi o;;i Affu:;. .>109 A i .t 

..V s j a '3 * W.v ' 5 oAi * »'• 
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so that the clusters would be a pert and redolent with 

perfume at sunset as at sunrise. And so 1 out half a 

half dozen bamboo i poles a * out 18 feet in heigh, tying 

three of them together loosely a bout 2 feet from the top, 

and repeated the game with the second three, after which I stood 

them up like the framework for an Inidan s teepee and place 

n nother b a mboo pole horizontally from the meeting place at 

the near-top of the one group and on the other. On this 

pole I pinned an old sheet a»»d placed the teepees 

which are light and as moveable as a breeze, 

to the butterfly lily blossoms would not 

get the direct rays of the sun, moving the whole business 

a second time in the early afternoon when the sun got around 

to the west tide of the contraption. The net resultuns that 

all during the blistering afternoon and early evening, the 

individual lily blossoms stood up as crisp as could be and 

I found myself again wondering hpw ever I should attempt 

gardening, were I bereft of bamboo and the thousand uses to which 


Memorandum : 

• 

It's so nice having the picture of Lyme, sketched 
just before little Miss Lee's departure. I cannot 
restrain myself from expressing astonishment and admiration 
that time was found, in all the hurly-burly, inevitably 
attendant upon such departures, and I only regret that 
the lady may have put herself through beyond measure 
in her determination to afford pleasure, —pleasure and assurance, 
for others. >. 

It goes without saying that Z was terribly sorry 
to learn of the misadventure experienced by the girl 
friend . It's amazing how many crosses she is called upon 
to bear and while the physical one must have been terribly 
Painful and no end iji inconvenience, still 1 reckon 
the physical is the lesser of those burdens which somehow seem to 
get themselves pJaced on her generous shoulders. 

From the date line of the letter from Lyme, 1 was 
glad to note that departure date came just in time 
to permit departure without knowledge that the 
memo of the last day of June had failed to head out on 
the properline so that ap explanation of its lateness in 
arriving would be noticeable only after the delayed memo 
had had an opportunity to catch up with subsequent ones, thanks 
to the promptness of Daiaey-in-the-Dell returning same. 

Another letter from said Daisey in today's post will 
go forward at ttmmarne time this does. You will be interested 
in her. account adventures with the friends of Weeks who 

sound like people possessed of ideas above an oyster which 
is original, to say the least. 

James, in his letter, must h a ve forgotten he told me 
to skip reference to his remarks about Briarwood, since 
he asks if I got h.is letter. In responding to that 
letter a week ortwo b a ck_, I answered one question he had presentee 
and, in order that it might not seen that he had written me, 
so far as lai'js knowledge of same was concerned, I retailed news 


afternoon, while fiddling around on top of a step 
ladder I found myself face to face with twin gourds, 
but nof of the Siamese persuasion, for they are not 

jointd togher but are simply handing, quite independently of each o 

from a single stem depending from one of the runners or 

branches of the vine s stem, reaching out from 

the central or main parent part of the plant. It goes 

without saying that I am hoping the 

God Jehova doesn't prepare a worm to smite them for 

I should much like to have them flourish until they are 

sufficiently large for use in a gourd 

arrangement which I shall stir up along at Pilgrimage 
time for I do think they would represent something 
of a novelty .to the casual visitor and doublly will they 
fascinate the gourd growers passint ft his way. 

Last week-end I sent Carolyn a Special delivery that must have 
demonstrated vast restrain in enthusiasm on my part a bout the 
posse she suggested bringing tis way this coming Friday. 

I haven't, heard anything in responsevia post or 'phone and I'm sro 
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coming to me quite independently of 
such as that from Aunt Willie, Beth 
on. He must have somehow missed the cue, which 
prising, since he usually doesn't. 


Memorandum : 


The letterf rom Miss Mah suggests she has quite fallen 
in love with Kay, I am so glad that this is so 
for I think Kay has always needed heaps of affection, much 
more, probably, th a n she ever got si that her delight 
with Miss Mah will undou tedly match that of Miss Mah's for 
her,[, It was thoughtful of you to say that you thought 
the article in the Town Talk alright, for, as you know, 

I prefer your opinion to all others, and in this instance, 
a s in- the case of the majority of the articles in 
The^nterprise, I have never heard hoM) the t ing sounded 
and accordingly am the happier to be assured that they 
are passable, It was characteristically thoughtful of 
you to mention the presence of articles by la Holoman, 
for nobody had told me that she was contributing to 
this edtion although * assumed she was since I believe 
she is still on that paper, 

: ' '• - •''•J ■ " -*H 

It is noble of Robina to take the stand she does 
regarding her latest afflict&M, Her reaction to 
the diet seems to filled with mastery of the situation 
a nd I'm glad this is so, it will make the diet that 
much easier, of course. 

On the home front, it is pleasant to be able to 
report that J, H, arrived right side up this 
morning around 10 o'clock and appears as fresh and 
free from travel fatigue as though he had been no further than 
Natchitoches, He said gravel began 30 miles beyond 
Edmonton and although the g rave l road is marvelous in that 
it was built within a few raMMfcg during the midst of the 
war, stillrit was rough rtr^tru^ji nrf gojBS'ythrough 
country tbat is beautiful but of unchanging sameness. 

He 3aid vhe moteljs along the route were what we in 

tec States would style 4th rate, a nd such absences as, say. 


All in all, it was a busy day. Although I had heard nothing 
after the letter from Carolyn of last week, I had outlined a program 
in my response to same §o that all the ladies would converge on Tucc 
at 7 tonight, and since nothing to the contrary had come 
through, including today's post, I assumed, naturally, 
that silence gave.consent to the proposed twilight 
tour for Mesdames Baldwin, Ramsey wi th nephew, Denard, Ambler, 

Word and all, and I fortified myself accordingly, 

... V ' S . 8 

I7ie sun rose like a leaden ball of fire and the thermometer 
immediately jumped to the 1 00 mark. But with my mind set on 
a pleasant tour, I gathered things at dawning, —the blossoms of 
the baby bangna, —pale purple and very lively, some 
newly flowering philipine lilies, a gob of zinnias of exquisite 
variations in coloring, and I borrow a field hand to put on 
the finishing touches to odds and ends in the garden that would 
appear to advantage at the twil ght hour when all would 
appear. The brass and copper objects d’art were burnished to 
an appropriate pitch, much stuff was put out of sight-such as 
correspondence awaiting answers and so on. As I had suggested 
a rear rather than a frontal assault on the place, paths 
from that quarter were put in apple pie order and I busied myself 
long beforethe coffee hour in setting up screens to protect the 
butterfly lilies against too direct heat from the sun so they wculd 
a ppear to particular advantage at sunset, 

■ • . V ... t . . > ■ . • oj ■ ■■ - 

At 6:30 I bathed and put on fresh raiment which I certainly 
needed, rigged up places for, 6 or ,8 as the case might be 
both oh the back gallery and inside, and thanks to an afternoon 
shower along about 4, the temperature was cooperating 
nicely and 2 plunged through a bath with infinite, satisfaction 
in the realization t at all was "sot". 
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or ather, to be mo e precise, to the turn in the road where the Permuac 
way reaches the ontrose-Helrose road, so that she might ride 
going as well as coming • All this represents o tremendous 
concession on th part of the racial conscious such as-.Celeste and 
proves again, as has been so widely proven in Catholic circles 
during the past^year, that the communicants are either seeing 
the light of, a e a ven as enunciated by the priests or have had Hell 
scared out of them from the same agency. And I demonstrate my 
own lack of true Christianity by asking myself if la Hunter would 
have received an invitation to ride, had there been a Baptist Church 
along side the Catholic one and if Celeste had been going to the 
Catholic one ayd Clemence to the Baptist - ^ 

. •• 

In short, I seem to be viewing the world with a somewhat 
jaundiced eye even as Cele te was during the 9 o'clock 
coffee hour this morning She seemed greatly dissatisfied with 
something or other, ah impression she always seems to exude immediately 
aft.r J. H . has returned from a trip although, in fairness to her, 

I must add that this musi or rather may be only a coincidence 
and have nothing to do with the fact that otherwise one might 
think her resentful that he has been tearing up the big road while she 
hasn 't. 

But I was sufficiently bored with the brief sitting as to 
feel impelled to decl'ine her pleas when, an hour later, J saw her at 
the store and she asked a couple of the R. £. A• people there to indulge 
in a cup of coffee with her. ^alf way a cross the roads, she came back 
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Thia^ afternoon .at Is30, Carolyn telephoned from 
Marshall, saying she had changed her plans and she toght 
she could make it here by 4 in time to get pictures of 
the baptisin '. She made it by 4:30 and the doings 
had just started on Little River when we arrived. It was 
a little cloudy and thecurve in the river where the 
services were going on wa3 deep in the shade of luxuriant trees, 
heavily festooned with Spanish moss. I an wondering 
if such twilight permited the camera to catch anything 
I hope it may have. 
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but 


that 


As there were a bout 1 00 cars parked along the du3ty road, 

I suggested when .the festivities were over that instead 
of joining the parade of most of the vehicles to Cane “iver 
we simply mosey down the Little a iver road as far as St. Mary s- 
on-the-B a you where it would be peaceful, affording an opportunity 
to outline a couple of ideas on movies and so let the dust of the 
roads settle. We got out of the car, e a ving the doors unlocked, 
Caryolyn taking only her wallet with her, and walked across the 
br. ’e and , sat for a while on the church s teps. Eventully 
we got back to Melrose but just before arriving, Carolyn 
discovered 3he did not have her wallet with her and so we 
retraced the several miles to St. Mary's where I 
got out and cross the bridge to pick up the wallet still resting 
peacefully on the steps wettere we had been sitting. 

We didn t stop at ^elrose but went on in to 
town for a d a b of supper,chattering like magpies 
c once rnipg articles, movies and what not, after which 
she drove me home but did not get out herself and as 
it is but 10:20 now, it does seem as though we did cover 
quite a dab of ground in talk in this first opportunity 
for such business in qu$te a while. I still think she 
is qu}te wrong in letting the articles pile up at too 
dizzy a height but I suppose the current chance to make 
movies must take first place and 1 can appreciate her 
desij^e to round up as many jobs as possible as she hopes 
through their medium to be out of the red by October which 
will certainly be a pleasant and, t imagine, somewhat 
novel sensation. 

^' P 0 : 0 

On the hme front, John Wenk told me he is going to 
Shreveport tomorrow for a week or so in order to take 
flying lessons. I believe he is 14 or 15 and seema rather young fo 
piloting a plane but I suppose that is an old fashioned 
view point for one like myself who is so far behind the times. 

By now little Mia's Lee will have returned to Lyme and 
finds herself as busy a s a bee, l'm sure.. . 


S- 




iW 




HO 


at- o i'\, 
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30 


Memorandum: 

M y . *; r 

This was one of those rare mid summer days in Louisiana 
when one never does see the sun. I suppose the humidity 
has been at about 99 and 44 one hundredth all day except 
between noon and 2 p.m. when it must have been at 
100 per cent since .it was drizzling during those couple of 
hours, naturally things in the vegetation line are growing 
madly in consequence. 

** .1 : 11 i.• . 1 4 • 

At the store this morning I saw Madam Fug a bou from 
whom I obtained Blanche and the latter's late brother, 

Maieon. Mme. Fugabour inquired regarding the r spective 

states O s health of. the two white kittens and it was with 

regret that I told hen of liaison's passing. But the lady N 

3 aid that Blanche had another brother that she was dying to 

give away and so I sent Murphy over to pick up a new M a ison, 

and. thus there has been great delight among our furred friends along 

the front gallery where the re-united brother and sister have 

jumped and tumbled all over each other throughout the daylight 

hours and now both of them, like cherubs at the base of 

a Murillo Madonna, sit on the doorstep, just their heads 

showing 'above the bottom of the screen door, eyeing me with 

vast curiosity as I tinkle the keys of this machine. 

I was looking for Carolyn to stop by with the boards for 
the artist between 8 :30 and 9 but circumstances in town 
delayed her arrival until 10tl0 and as she hoped to be 
Cin Baton Rouge by noon, she paused only long enough to 
deposit the boards and, in their place, to take on my Reading 
achine which she will deliver to the -Welfare Lepartment 
in Baton Rouge for me. I suppose Mr. Bridges will 
be bringing it, "or a reasonable facsimile thereof when 
he ventures, up this way sometime in August. guess I 
had better drop him a line telling him not to ship it by 
Express or Parcel Post since such agencies invariably knock the 
stuffing out of such delicate instruments “ - 
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Tuesday, July 25rd, 
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Memorandum: „ <. i 

:. 0 S':.. 

Such a busy day, and so much of it unexpected, 

- ; C . .b 3 ' '• v. ■' '• ■ 

I had a lot of odds and ends to attend to befoe mail time 
although my early morning was cluttered up with gardening in 
large measure• . 1 

z ■ • 0 3 0 -• & r.;. v :V- ‘ 

Ur, Beckerman telephoned me at 3 :30 to say the office, 
staff was in gales of laughter as my script for this week s 
Cane iver Memo was passed around before it went into 

the lineotype, He had something else to tell me that was a surprise 

He said that gent whose name eludes me at .the moment, the one who was 

with Facts Forum before coming to orthwestern, had also 

been with the .the Atomic Energy c ommissionas security officer 

a nd that it was he who started all the outrageous racket about 

Dr. Oppenheimer and that recently the same Dr. Evans, —that s his nav 

had been called to Harvard to testify when it was announced Dr. 

Oppenheimer would give a services of lectures there. What 

this Evans person is doing here,, at Natchitoches, 1 cannot :■ j no, 

but he is on the colle-ge faculty. I also learned that the y eason 

for Bis Bentley' 8 visit to llatohotches when still at rand outeau 

was with a view, of getting a job but too many people on the 

faculty were, opposed to here. Dr. Evans hasn t been down here 

in a long time and if he never comes back, it-wilh be soon enough. 

If he ever gets around to read my article on Emmet and u rwin, 

I .reckon he will be after my scalp. 

A little before 9, a ofruitt of men'came from the Health 
Department jio spray whatever houses I wanted done. B accompanied 
them throu gh Tucca, the big house and the African House, having them 
soak that thoroughly to ward off inroads made by the dirt yet 
daubers • As a matter of course 1 had them spray the big house and 
Tucca well, both inside and out, and B thought nothing about it 
when they moved out a chair from the wall here and there, and especial 
the one just behind my desk here, which I have used for the past 
twenty Mars daily and nightly . i 

I henthe clerk at noon came Over for a dab of wine before 
dinner, he said he smelled, gas- but I opined it was just the 


You will get a kick out of the latest 
twist from Madam Beaufort • She telephoned me 
yesterday to say that in accordance with her promise 
of a week or two back, she wanted to let-me know that 
contrary to her expectations, the "Audubon of the Wild Flowers 
article did not appear in Sunday's Shreveport Times 
but that she felt c.ertain it would a week hence and that 
she would let me know. She so id that there was an 
article about Hodges Gardens. i.n this week's Shreveport Times 
which she thought 1 would enjoy. And then, half an 
hour later. Carmen telephoned me to ask if I .should 
like to hear the a rticle appearing in the b un day Shreveport 
Times about the "Audubon of Wild Flowers" which she proceeded 
to read to me. She said that on the opposite side of the 
page was quite an interesting article about Hodges Gardens 
and that she would put the page in the. mail .on Monday so 
that I might have it on Tuesday. I suppose it 
will com,e within a day or so, and when it does, I 
shall forward it for your d electation, naturally 
I didn't call beth b a ck to point out the a rticle about 
whi^fa she has done so much anticipatory talking • I 


twelve thousand five hundred, the Clubbers hope that by 

such an article as the Times carries may impell enough 

people to volonteer sbuscriptions so that publication 

may be assured regardless. The. article struck me as 

being excellent and may indeed bring forth many subscriptions, 

none of which, of course, wojild bave been required, had 

Carrie not kicked over the traces and demanded that 

the Leutcher-Stark8 not only advance as a gift the cost 

of publication, but kick in anpther ten thousand by way 

of extra profit for the author who ajso expected to 

take all. the royalties on sales to boot. 

The busiest time and place I have seen during the past 
24 hours pere obvious along the front gallery at first dark. 
Sia'ikr eight big clusters of butterfly lilies are in flower 
ondttoiy and the feeding bottle filled with strained honey on 
an adflicent post were hosts to the largest assortment 

Ue d $ di u P mii i« 

of L yme in the talisman of the bottle from Lyme •••••• • 
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D. D. T. stuff all over the place. After dinner I returned and 

when knocking off a note on my typewriter, I paused to light 

a darnel, and Lol, —like Madam Beaumont, 1 almost g a ue 

brith to a little girl, too, for a sheet of flame shot 

between me and the Hephrite window and the papers on my 

des)$ burst into flame. I grabbed them up and got them on to 

the front gallery. My right arm below the elbow was singed a dab 

and my eye lashes on that side and my eyebrow and, oddly enough, 

the hair on the left side of my head wassinged, too, and the hair 

on my chest, — had removed my shirt. >It shrivled the ends of 

my finger nails on the right hand and I am conscious of a 

twinge of vague pain a 3 my fingers on the right hand touch the keybo 

of this machine. 


■ 

Memorandum 


r turned home at 6 in order to start out again in an hour to 
frolic at the Country Club from which she returned about midnight 
after her husband had come in from the club and wakens this morning 
to wonder why she is ,tired and has gone to the doctor to 

see if something can t be done about it." 

' 

have so often heard the lady doctor express herself on 
the social butterflies vh 0 wont stop flitting but will keep 
on taking up her time, asking her why they are tired and discontent! 

I wi3h we had a candid camera shot that might have been 
snapped of me at precisely the moment theblanket* of gas 
exploded yesterday for * imagine, in view of what 1 have 3ince 
noticed, that I would probably have suggested a firey steed 
which should have made a funny picture, what with fire issuing 
from my nostrils . I must have been inhaling at just 
the second the stuff ignited, for what in K the afternoon I 
had supposed to be a mild case of sniffles turned out to be 
a dab of blisters inside my nose and on the ouside running from 
the tip of the nose back to where the nose joins the upper lip. 

But 1 keep that department well encased in vaseline and in a day or 
v two I shall have forgotten the present inconvenience. 

My right arm continues a little 3ore but not muoh while the 
blisters running along the little finger and hand'.remain 
unbroken and so I mash down on the keys of this machine 
a glmgerly on the right hand side of the board, f 

Suremal. was lucky in this whole business and I am now concerning 
my8el^mfith Others who might not be quite so much so as I, having 
sent ilfti letter about gas gagets, signed "Subscriber" and 


vestigation, discovered that there is a most innocent looking little 
button on the back of the gas pipe, opposite'the handle that turns 0 , 
and on the gas on this side of the pipe. Had I ever looked at the t\ 
I should have assumed it was simply the screw that keeps the handle 
oh the opposite side tight, but on examining it I discovered that 
the slightest pressure on 3aid little button release a full stream 
of gas and why, during all the years 1 have used this chair which mu. 
stood right against it, the darned thing never p blew me sky high, . 
cannot imagine It's .incredible, of course, that any manufacturer 
should make such a thing without some protective bar and that any 
gas company would install such a thing, for the pressure of a cane 0 . 
an umbrella, stood in a cpmer along side, might have set the t ing 
off, and when I think of children in a thousand homes playing 
in the neighborhood of such an innocent part of the gas pipe, 1 camu 
imagine why something really serious hasn t occured. Perhaps 
it has, and for all 1 know, that may have m been the cause of more 


As for myself, I'm glad 1 lighted the cigarette when A did and 
did not unknowingly leave the thing going all afternoon when the fum 
would probably have reached the pilot light in the bathroom heater 
and the whole place would have gone up in <t bang. As 1 daubbed 
vaseline on my arms, fage and chest immediately afterwards, I began 
giggling, recalling how Bessie had quit her, job at Celeste's 
'cause l ain't never go in' to work no place where the 
gas stove jumps at me". .. 
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having knocked off a column for next week’s CaneiHuer 
Memo/ I am asking Mr. Beckerman if he doesn t think an editorial 
would be timely, too, and 1 shall dash one off that he can use if 
he cares to without using my name. Wf>at 1 want to do is to get the 
Legislature to pass adequate laws to protect the public 
the gagets that nearly wrecked *ucca, and, if these gagets 
cannot be removed, at least to make the gas company provide 
adequate metal guards to protect the unsuspecting users of 
butaine. I believe the Henrys are heavy mve t ors m butaine and 
as this may cost their company something, they probably will not 
be too enthusiastic about my efforts but the live of the public 
are more important, I hope, that a few ciphers, more or less, on their 

dividend checks. 

I never did see the sun today and the humidity remains 
pretty close to 100, with an afternoon shower and the promise 
of more e a ch day f or the next five days. You may have noticed 
I am having something of a struggle with the envelopes to 
aet the empyt ones unsealed before I insert a memo and 
the big copper pot holding gourds from last year, dominating the 
marble topped chest of drawers he?e in my boudoir is giving 
offf a curious odor, indicating that the gourds, long since 
thoroughly dried, are beginning to develope some sort of fungus 
growth. A hundred years ago old Isaac Erwin in his "lary 
opined that in Louisiana one should have heat m the house every day 
of the year to discourage the d ampness. One might have supposed 
that yesterday’s momentary heat in the boudoir might have 
slowed up any suggestion of milddew and it certainly did m so 
far as my arm, nose and perruke were concerned. 


Thursday, July 25th, 1957. 


■\o " 

j ■ i I 


i . At 


T9-: 
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I reckon the Old Maid's Pin c hshion would do better 
were the weather less damp but even so I notice a few purple balls 
at'the ends of the stems. Theyyax are about the size of golf 
balls, these thistle like flowers from the plant x got from 
Wayside Gardens in Ohio a year or so ago. I tfiink they 
should out-grow in sine, at least, those 1 h+ve gtfju -flourishing 
in Connecticut gardens but possibly the LouisiatiObeai or 
dampness or both may be too much for them.* 

n ^ L . ^ > * .Vv 

There must be 50'or 60 stalks of flowering butterfly 
lilies at the moment and might pretty scent do they give the gardens 
for lengthy radii around .. 


Memorandum'. 


L. 




First off, the letter from lay..,.*.. 


I am endorsing the check you will find attached to 
her letter » If you do not find it convenient to cash this 
check, please return it to me and I shall cash it and 
forward the fifteen bucks in the usual Hamilton and Lincoln 
design. And this suggestion is. made on thp assumption 
that a ticket, as described, may be obtainable for the 
show mentioned. If there is any inconvenience about 
getting the ticket mentioned, I trust you will not hesitate 
saying that they are no longer available from your former source 
and I shall return the check, —to lay,. of course. 

: •. 3 'c *oos' c 9‘t.3 - r.bih 5.* b*6'slo»*i V. sii. 

In the event a ticket should be obtainable for one 
pf the dates mentioned, I hope you will feel free to handle 
it any way you please. If you care fo bother with 
meeting the lady, —her aunt or whatnot in Hew York, I 
suppose you might retain the ticket and present it 
to her when she reaches Manhattan. If you prefer, you 
might send it to May, sking her to forward it, or 
you might forward it, s>f course, to the Hotel mentioned. 

Or, on the other hand, if you prefer to have me handled the 
thing, just advise me whatever, —with or without the 
ticket, and I shall ,be glad to carry out your wishes. Per¬ 
sonally, I think it 8 going a pretty far piece a round 
Robin Hood's barn to have .initiated this matter in 
the first place, —An aunt learns from a niece that the 
latter has learned from a girl friend that a boy friend 
of the niece's husband knows somebody who, etc., etc., — 
just the type of thing that it would never occur to me 
to do. Indirectly it would seem that pdrolyn must have been 
appreciative of the service you renijrfed’. her since she mentioned 
it to May or *unt "illie or both fctft how one or the 
other had the courage to start such a 1 request on its rounds 
involving as much as it seems to do is quite beyond me. 

However you handle the matter will meet with my whole hearted 
approval. I do take the liberty to suggest, however, that 
in the event a ticket is available, you accept the 

■ • ssoW’Misjfs/ssi 

assurance that there are adequate funds the ladies have 
to draw on to reimburse you with gratitude for whatever 
figure you might name. 
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Friday, July £6th, 195Y. 


I am not at all thrilled at the prospect of proof¬ 
reading the Jalon thing under the circumstances outlined 
in the letters from husband and wife. The presence in the 
Parish of husband and wife for a few days will mean that I 
shall have to invite them out for dinner and they will accept 
andthis prospect doesn t enchant me at the moment. You 
have seen all corespondence from that quarterof late, which isn t 
saying much.,, and. you must he as impressed as I that it 
is wonderful how a desire to r ealize something, if no more than 
the services of a listener, does bring forth correspondence 
than nothing else seems capable of doing „ 

As for news about the new swimming pool at 
The U luff, 1 give up. Or am I wrong in finding it peculiar 
that the swimming pool heiress finds it perfectly natural to 
make the f aforesaid jaunt around RoJtin Hood s barn, but, 
for all 1 know, that may be the way swimming pools are acquired. 

i 

. I saw J., d . at the K s tore , this morning and told him 
that while I realised he didn t care a hoot about gourds, 

I did think he might be impressed by the color combination 
of the one, the upper half of . which is light yellow, the 
lower half dark, dark green. He took o quick glance at it 
a nd dropped everything, sayng he had never seen anything 
like it and asking me if he could keep it until the morrow as 
he had someone who. would be equaL ly amazed at this new creation. 

I was pstoni3hed at his interest and he brought up the matter 
again at dinner and at supper. t For he dined with us today. 

1 coffeed with the ladies at 9 and found Celeste jumpy. 

She was particularly annoyed because Dee was late in arriving 
, and all the girls were supposed to gather together 
for a frolic at the pool in town. A luncheon followed 
some place, mean ing J. H. would dine with us, and 
"poor Mother " was still alone at- first dark tonight, what 
with her exhausted daughter still on an endless frolic. 

Although my nose is still quite sore, am glad 
Cele ste was busy^with her own unhappinesses, that she 
didn t no tits my\ a/ppearance and nobody except the colored 
folkS on the plantation knows of my adventure a couple of days back. 
I am glad the blisters on my right arm and fingers haven t 
burst and 1 am quite used to them now and manage things 
very ff&belyterprise telephoned to say both the fig story 
of Cane “iver Memo and the letter from "Subscriber" 
will appear in tomorrow s issue and no one reading both will 
ever suspect they were penned by the same person...... 




• * , . , :' — » \ » 4 v w ^ C 

Memorandum: 1 

>*..* , X H ft Q i) ;i J) ^ 'f ^ | <1 i «'_»•'< 45 ^ * '* ’ 'I* 

For the first time in I know not how long, it c ^ 
didn't rain today and the humidity never did move about 90 degreees 
which made things seem wonderfully dry. I shouldnt be 
surprised if we were now heading into some dry weather 
that will be just as well for the cotton and the gourds, for 
the gourds have begun dropping from the vines b ff 01 ' e J . 

especially in places where the sun,doesntreachthem,the stems 
tending to rot. The dampness hasn t hurt the cotton but 
it has induced growth to great heights which will make a difference 
a month hence as the bolls begin opening for the considerable 
height of the plants prevents the sun from penetrating to the 
bolls and the lint accordingly rots and falls to the ground. 

How that air planes are equpied to defoliate, however, the 

leaves can be removed quite easily by spraying from the air and thus 

open a way for the sunshine to penetrate although I- suppose 

this mus~t be done at some magical moment when the plant 

itself no longer requires leaves to bring it to proper 

maturity. 

Celeste telephoned me at 1: 30 this fternoon, saying 
"a little davlin'" is here who wants to speak with you. And 
the next voice•heard was that of X. 8. Hillard who 
was returning to “atchitoches from Baton Rouge with a couple 
of ladies as her guests and they,wanted to come over here which 
they did. The three ladies were delighted with some new Hunter 
canvases they saw here and, after leaving, stopped at the 
artist '3 cabin and invested in some pictures. 

• • 

Last evening the artist had told me she was going 
to rest for the balance of the week end and not 
looks in the direction of a paint pot Wore * 

warmly approved that resolution for she has been painting 
too much and too-fast. But, a s we chatted during her little 
visit, I made the fatal mistake of speculating on how 
a picture of the Holy Family would look is adorned with 
phillipine lilies which must have intrigued her imagination 
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Sunday, July 28th, 1957 


for she came bach to see me about 11:3V this mommy, 
ashing if she might have just one board and ashing me to tell 
her again about the Holy *amily. About 3 o clock she us bach 
again, bringing the finished picture with her and mighty 
pretty it was, too, what with much tall lilies all about and 
Mary and the little blach Jesus, with lamb and goose in the ofre- 
ground, she having completely forgotten to insert a likeness 
of Joseph, 'It was all very gay, and strictly speaking,perhaps 
she got in the official family regardless, even if she did omit 
i Joseph. 

■ The mail brought a nice letter from “artin Hirsch concerning 
pictures, the c lare 0 ordle thing and all, also ashed if 
I would tell the artist the stories in the "esop Fa bles, and 
aet her to do some pictures on special boards with special 
paints and in the Biblical section, recommend Noah s Ark and so on. 

I shall respond, pointing out that Aesop Fables contain the 

characters in the animal word, many of which are unknown to 

the artist. People forget that the artist has never seen a lion, a tic 

a n elephant aiid so on in her life and probably has never even seen a p 

of one. I shall ecall that extraordinary painting made m 

the 17th century by an artist who hadn t seen non-European anima.ls 

who was reproducing from dexcriptions in aBen a iasance manuscript 

of a masque presented to Florence by Lorenzo, the t Magnifici 

festival in which n giraffe appeared, b a ving been imported by Lorenzo. 

he artist followed the description closely enough but the 
results achieve in no w a y resembled the giraffe, and u aU* mls “ 
givings about the artist's probable results. After all, the value 
of her work is in its composition and coloring and now m the painting 
drawing and if people can t find something to their liking 
in which the artist has s8t forth subjects with which she is 
more or less family, —she did once see a dummy angel m 
Natchitoches show window, - such prospective customers had 
letter look elsewhere to satisfy their wants. 

d » 

I had quite a few telephone calls concerning today s Memo 
on fiqs. The college library telephoned to say it h a d wanted 
extra copies but had been unsuccessful in obtaining them either 
on the news stands or from The Enterprise, the edition 
having been comple ely sold qui, —which certainly must make 
the bechermans happy. I don t mean to imply that t'‘« 6o,, e j«r tao 
cause the sell out although several people, finding it entertaining, 
did say they were getting extra copies to3end to friends. And 
on nnnther week olaus out.and i'm.hoping^yme is getting relaxation 
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Monday, July 29th, 1957 


Dr. Briere telephoned me today, the same Haitian 
whose name 1 had understood to be Bruyere. He said he was 
in the Natchitoches area and merely wanted to say Howdy and 
doubted if he could get down to see me but did want to 
ask how things were going. It is always a pleasure 
to hear his voice. 


Memorandum : i 

t And so I folded'up my beard last night around 
9:30j and.in the dark began searching the air waves 
to see if J could run up on Meet the Press, Face 
the Nation or Invitation to Learning. 

I didn't have much luck and after a while, without 
turning on the light, I arose to answer,a knock at 
the door. It waylay and James. 

And 30 we chatted until midnight, sampling 
some mighty dry imported Italian wine that sometime 
or other in Hew Orleans I. S. Willard had told them 
was a favorite of mine which came as a great surprise 
to me, and also we sampled a .slab of chocolate cake 
they had brought me, along with a little cherry pie, 
from Miss Mah. i 

I was much interested in what Kay had to s ay about 
Miss Hormon and her %ild Flower number. It seems Carrie 
had Written books to Kay on zhe subject, pointing 


There was only mild tension at dinner today although 
there was some. The latest bee in the bonnet is Bamff and Lake 
Louise because the lady heard you see lovely people in such 
places. Ifcere is talk about <p ing to Oregon and the State 
of Washington and this ttsx hejira will undoubtedly be based 
on the Banff-Lake Louise Mecca It does seem to me there was something 
said the other day about Las Vegas, too,—a jaunt with some girl friends i 
and 1 suppose the girls will be lift there and the lady strike 
out for the lobbies of the hotels in theCanadian-Pacific Railroad 
chain that beats the drum for Bamff and Lake Louise. I can only 
marvel at the impulse that keeps the squirrel whirling in its cage. 

It is pleasant to report that, thanks to much vaseline, my 
nose has lost its outer coating of s kin, puffed .up by the 
Monday adventure and, if I may touch on such an intimate 
detail, my chest remains minus anything suggesting a hair mattress. 

he end3 of the last two fingers on my right hand are 3till a 
little numb but they are coming along very nicely and I continue 
thanking God for my escape. As so often seems to be the inexplicable 
case, the Monday doings seems to have hastened the improvement 
of my knee, just going to prove, 1 suppose, that in the old 
days the doctors may have had ,a point when for any physical 
a lment, they would blister the patient. Well, my head got singed 
and my knee got better and so all's well that ends well. 

I Z • 

There s a book to hand bearing a card from Mrs. Josiah Titaell 
and it is Something about Colette and, so far as I can make out 
Anne fartrish had nothing to do about the writing of the book 
so at the moment 1 cannot figure out why I was honored with 
this copy which comes directly from the publisher who, by 
t\e way, is not her publisher, — Anne's. I'll 

put it in the mail for you within a day or two and perhaps you can 
capture the reason for it being sent and in the mean time, I 
sh a ll w rite apolite thank you note, although I shall put off 
writing to Georgetown Jor a day or two, hoping that some note 
of explantation from that quarter^ay account for the presence of the bo 

It was hot and humid without rain here today. I trust 
it was ideal in Lyme.... 
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And i -ay saeth further that Carrie wants /.er 
and Aunt gillie to supply ,a few thousand to get the book 
across but that they aren t dreaming of doing same but 
whether that be subject to change, l know not. 


Tuesdg, July 50th, 1957, 


Well, so much for last night and then came 7 

the Registers came down, bringing v a mes manuscript, tempoeranly 

entitled Jalon, Slave Prince of batches, In *t* v i n(lu Parts 
it vaguely suggests the Binet opus, John Brown a Body. Parts 
of it have splendid color of a truly poetic twist, H J 
has done a tremendous amount of work, that is cleare o g • 

He has filled in gaps in the story by giving a P*cturs of 
events swirling a round batches as between 1800 and, 

18S0, handled nicely but supplying an excess of J la ' J0 
in the absence of substance, so far-as his cUara ° ter3 ar } e 
concerned, I caught a few Errors as he read along for hours 
on end , At 6:30, Celeste telephoned, saying she thou 3 ut 
it would be darling If we all came her way for a be J r '> A 
so we broke off .and had a beer and then went to town for 
some supper, returning here to re sums the reading uutil 
nearly midnight, I think James wasn t^too delighted whex 
my head began to nod. As 1 arise about 5 and they about 
10, the few hours difference in the morning seems to take 
its toll at the other end of the day. 

Tomorrow while Kay goes to Briarwood, •'ames will spend 
his time here, reading the balance of the manuscript to 
me and again we shall go to town for supper tonight. They 
. h , iUe iu.miud^4-iM9--io~ia&6-Uah. , -*~ui-tlisir way-home on Wednesday. 

Kay is justly proud of her husband's industry and says if 
only Farley had some of the will to do something that oames 
has. And speaking of Farley, she brought forth for serious 
consideration the plans for thi,s winter. Sometime m 
November, they plan, —I haven t heard James express himself 
' ^TTthe point, to go to.JtiliXa££ia, —Kay, vane a and *lunt 
Willie, to remain on the West oast, doing California 
during December and January and perhaps a little longer, 
and Kay says they, —meaning the afornamed people, pi us 
Irma and Parley, want, me\to come , too. It was polluted out 
we could all have such a wonderful time together, ihqt 
any of them could believe ould be perauadedto take 3Uch 
a winter out of circulation or perhaps m circulation, I cannot 
imagine and, in my opinion, James probably isn t dreaming 
of doing anything of the kind either but far be it 
from me to disturbe the surface of domestic felicity 
'by asking either of them about such a Roint. Ptna f l11 9 lve 
the answer soon enough. But the houraavancaa a » 
must fold. Do hpe all goes swimminglyLyme which, 
according to my radio, had moisture today . 


Memorandum : 

And so it was decided that Kay would bring James 
down here between 8 and 9 this morning and that Kay 
would drive up to Briarwood, returning here about 5, to 
pick up James and .me and so go to town for supper. 

This schedule was followed more or less except that they 
got here at HtSO instead of 8, 

James and I immediately after dinner fell to work on 
the balance of the book and ± think it good, after the ( 

manner of John Brown's Body and requiring considerable fixin 
before going to the publishers. He asked advise on s uch 
a step, the method I judged best of interesting reviewers 
when it appears and 30 on. Of course the .best possible 
aid in the publicity he could hope for would be through 
Carolyn who has the inside track on the newspaper people 
but the frost that he brought on at MardisGras time has probably 
knocked out much chance of arousing much active interest on 
Carolyn’s part. 

After finishing talk on book matters, we got around 

. ^ ... . . a -r j l j J. -i. I. - V „ 


to family chit-chat. As I understand it, the relations 
between Jame^s and la Storm are on a more friendly basis and 
the husband and wife association appears ideal a t the moment. 

In referring to the new swimming ppool 
at The Bluff, .it seems there was an unexpected extra dividend 
on some Storm investment or other than brought forth a sixty 
thousand dollar windfall to a part of which the swimming pool 
stands a 3 a monument. In a telephone conversation with james 
in May or June, la Storm mentioned the surprise check sha had 
received and asked him if there was anything she could do for 
him. responded that a barrel of ice cream would be fine, 

what with the hot weather settling over Dew Orleans. A new car 
or two were bought for kin folks on the West Coas.t and 
how the rest of it was disposed of, x know not. It's 
interesting to note how the imagination works when people a re 
possessed of more money than they know what to do with. 
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Wednesday, July 51st, 1957, 


The Registers accepted my inivtation to supper in town 
± a nd K a y spoke of her afternoon with Carrie who convinced 
her that she had been more or less right in her handling 
of the Wild Flower book. Kay didn't mention-.if she gave her 
a few thousand or not and I shouidn t be surprised 
if she did or didn't. Kay said Carrie didn t seem 
informed as to when the wild flower opu would appear. Perhaps 
that magical moment may depend in part on whether Kay gave Carrie 
few .thousand to bolster the project, 

After supper, we returned here until 11:50. They left, 
threatening to pass this .way early in the morning to pick 
up a potted lily they want to take back to flew Orleans 
with them. They plan to go only as far as Baton Rou e tomorrow, 
however, spending the night with Miss Mah and continuing on 
to the Chrescent City on Thursday, 

Kay said that Carolyn Ramsey is or was in flew Orleans 
last week end. As Old Bonita .had been on the agenda for last 
Saturday and Sunday, Carolyn must have changed her plans, I 
assume she parked my Reading Machine at Raton Rouge on her 
way southward a week ago yesterday but that is merely a hope, as 
I haven t heard from her. 

While James and 1 were concentrating on his book, 
the artist dropped bye to bring a picture 3he had apinted for me. 

She is painting as badly this week as she apinted well last week. 
Something must be biting her as she appeared as I told her, 
to be in a hooking cow mood. I gave her another board to 
work on but let her take back to finish up a couple of 
pictures she had neglected to complete, --a wagon the wheels of which 
she had forgotten to put on and such like. t Her mood may have been 
in the frizzley chicken manner because she may have discovered that 
through a request to me from a arold Kaffy, the Natchitoches 
banker, asking I supply the artist jwith a board on his behalf for 
the arti3t to paint him a picture, that sjie had charged the banker 
precisely one half the price she always charges me and proba ly, 
being shame-faced on the point, she re-acted naturally in such cir¬ 
cumstances, feeling resentful at me because of her own dubious 
ethics. Gently I shall take the qrtist down a peg or two on the morro 
by cutting my order for this meek s painting, which,as in the case 
of a thoughtless child, will probably have an excellent effect on her. 


Mem r andum: 

How pleasant i3 some kind of a routine, especially 
on the domestic side ajter one is able to resume it, following 
the absence of same for a few days. 

• 

When the Registers said Goodnight 24 hours ago, 
they said they would be stopping this way "in the morning" 
as they headed south for Raton Rouge Knowing how brief their 
mornings are, I said that would be fine and that it 
would be so ifrkasant if they could amke it any old 
time except Wbween 11:50 and 12:50 which is usually 
a hurly-burly time on Wednesdays. They laughed and said that 
they would certainly be able to make it, having decided to 
pass this way in the morning. And so they arrived at 
11:20 and settled down for a nice chaj:, etc., etc., and 
again 1 marveled to myself at differii^concepts of Time. 

But they finally got off, bearing gourWn for Miss M a h and 
some for lihemselves, a Hunter canvas, a potted 
butterfly lily and so on. It's horrible to think of 
expenditures in connection with a visit of friends but 
I did so u/hen 1 realized that their visit set me back 
one month s income and figuring that ± if^the tables had been 
reversed and 1 had been visiting themfew Orleans, they 
would be about five or six thousand dollars p t oor if one 
used the same measuring stick as to- tffie host s income and 
it all struck me as beiug a fine example of howdifficult 
it is for people in such different financial brackets 
to exchange social amenities. . 


they were gone, the artist 


Shortly^mter 

came to see me and 1 was glad to note that the 
hooking cow and descended from her high horse as of yesterday 
a nd all was sweetness and light .once more. And tomorrow 
the Old *ge Pension aheck arrive and so x declined to 
do anything about painting until after the week end had 


IT 
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The first class mail sacks must have traveled 
on to Melville or Buckeye or some such place today, 
forit does that sometimes and so arrives a day 
late. Perhapse it was just as well that 
it was today and not tomorrow that the skip 
took place for tomorrow morning along about 
6 o'clock, oldsters will be gathering together on 
the store gallery in anticipation of the arrival in the 
post of the Old Age Pension checks and although they 
don't seem to mind killing time for 3 hours before 
the postman can possibly put in an appearance, great 
ud uld be the disappointment, I reckon, if the w 

sack containing what they have been "studying about 
for the past 3 1 days should fail to turn up, 

1 have been impressed by one subject in world events 
of recent date because I have heard so little about it. 

On Sunday I heard harrowing details about the earthquake 
in Mexico City and neighboring com^toities. Be¬ 
cause of the presence of gue3ts since then, it is true 
that I have done .mighty little ews gathering from 
over the either waves although tonight 1 did have a good go 
for an hour between six and seven o'clock at the news and not one 
.peep was madg about the Mexican disaster although much time 
was spent op speculations as to what Mr. Secretary of State 
would be dving in London.to revive the Disarmament Conference 
which appears to have a bout petered out. I don t suppose 
the purveyors of world news can keep on talking 
about the week end disaster until today just because 
I havepeople about during the time of the main 

bnaadcasts but it does seem a3 though all of the net 
j.at matter on ice with considerable speed. 

»people from around here who were planning 
Ico City tl*i3 week and others who had t 
n .,. u to go next week but at this writing, I haven t 
a ny idea if they have had to change their plans because 
doings down yonder. . 

Only you can imagine, in view^JJ my recent, Sunday, 1 
guess, reports on Bamff and h ake Loui-se, when I tell you that 
wa^ts to drive la Storm to California via Lake Louise and 
Bamff this autumn. With what eagerness my 
neighbor would listen to this and how envious she would 
be were she to learn 1 had been asked to make the trip. Saints 
would be sinners, sinners would be Saints ...... 


Thursday, August 1st, 1957. 


go t 
in mind 



of the Sabbat 


Kay 


Memorandumi 

Mow nice, how nice, after yesterday's failure 
of the 1st class mail to arrive that there should be such 
a heavy one today, and best of all, two air mails from Lyme. 

These contained such a vivid picture of the recent 
travels that, thanks to. their magic, I was almost whisked 
back into the Susquehanna Valley qnd Asylum and all. 

Surely it is lovely country and I m glad you had such wonderful 
opportunities to, get a breath of country air and to find your 
feet on the good earth and you eyes gazing at flora and fauna 
of that old .but somehow wonderfully 19lt century civiliza¬ 
tion, if, indeed, it still lingers on as it did the 
last time I was in tha.t neighborhood. 

And may T say how especially touched I am by the reference 
to my recent adventure and the part.iuclars regarding 
the tape recorder. It is so wonderfully thoughtful of 
you, never thinking of an Esther Williams swimming pool 
for yourself but always concentrating on others. Mow 
that August has arrived, I suppose K may be looking for 
friend Bridges to make a round up this way, possibly bearing 
both a reparid reading machine and a tape recorder 
to boot, as it were. I know not what type of machine 
the Department dispenses and if there will be too much rigamarole 
for me to go through in order to secure one but if 
the thing is within my non-mechanical comprehension to 
operate, I suppose that becuase of the. conditions under which 
it is consigned to me, 1 shall probably be able to get 
the tape or records at a most favorable rate, too, and I 
suppose thht point is something to be c o{isideret when 
finally deciding on what is what. And so we shall rather 
leave, the thing in the balance for the moment and await 
■he arrival of said Bridges during the current month. In 
the mean time, need I say that even though I may end up by 
securing the Governmental thing, 1 shall always associate 
it with little j^iss Lee who guaranteed the presence of one here 
for my aid and comfort. 

\ ivf.f t t 2. * ••is-v V’'- ; • 
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Friday , August Snd, 1957, 


-And I think it was so uer gen.e.ro.'US. -of. little Miss Lee .. 
to help me bear my shame-faced appearance the easier, regarding 
the Daisey in theDellmemo that went astray by confiding 
in me the near miss of another memo that nearly got out of hand, 

I have known for. ever so long thacb I can make errors but 
I could boot myself about the block when a thing like the 
rber business transpired but I agree with you that she certainly 
took it with infinite grace, 

I was impressed by what you had to tell me regarding 
your impending trip across the bay. How lucky for the 
husband of the lady you mention as going with you that he 
had the blessing of labor as an excuse, I must say that 
I wa3 vaguely surprised to learn the age of the celebrant 
of the impending festivities, I am hoping that the 
p a ssing of the years may have introduced a mellowness that 
sometimes seemed a somewhat rare quality on occasion 
in the old days. 

It goes without saying that I shall be dropping 
Kay-a note tonight regarding the good deed yoif did 
in behalf of her on her aunt's account, IVasn t it 
remarkable that you should have secured a place identical 
with that occupied by Carolyn, I know Kay will be delighted 
and her aunt as well and it goes without saying, too, that I 
m probably t wice as grateful for having t\yus again demonstrated 
for the billionth timehow widely you can operate in seemingly 
unrelated fields in order to achieve a gesture of kindness 
on my behalf, ^ 

,4/id speaking of Caroly, I am wondering if she, like Daisey 
in theDell, got lost somewhere. I haven't heard a peep out of 
her sincd she passed this way a couple of weeks ago, 

I understood Kay to say she was in - J ew rleans. Perhaps 
she is having the narration done on the film or some 3uch, 

Your reference to the rural residence of the President 
recalled my visit to that town when returning from 
Louisiana and Mississippi to>!Iqw York in 1958, Things have 
such a way of tying in, Lestan s visit, little Miss Lee's and all 


Memorandum 

And so the week tcomes to an end and August gets 
under way and news items for the mo3t part appear interesting 
only to those participating in the events. 

The C, Vernon Cloutiers got back to Beaufort 
yesterday, having been to Hew rleans to speci alists 
with their only child, , Vernon, junior, and they must 
have been more depressed than surprised.at what they heard 
from the medical top brass, to wit, that their only child will 
grow steadilyworse mentally as time marches on, Beth, while 
weeping over the plight of her child, is most careful to stress 
the point which I doubt if the doctors made, that 
the mental condition of her son has in no way been due to 
inherited weaknesses, As .everyone knows, the 
Williams family has a lot of dubious mental attributes 

a nd the succeeding generations hate more and more asylum cases 

of which Vernon, Jr. is one, I have heard it said 
that one of Ora s sons is inclined to be a little on 
the wacky side and c-h.'ildr$n of two of Bek’s half sisters, 

Rth Pierson and la AjLcott, are out of social circulation. 
Everyone, naturally, feels sorry for Beth but rather more 
for her husband for Beth only has a child light in 
the head while her husband has.both the cl\ild and 
a wife to worry about. 

The squirrel’s cage on the home front gives promise 
of turning again before another week is up This morning 
plans were mentioned for heading south on Thursday with a 
view to attending some we dding somewhere on Friday, 
with a retrun home either on Saturday or Sunday and 
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Sunday, August 4th, 1957. 


departure on Monday, the lZth, for Las Vegas and 

God knows where else just as od knows why. Since 

none o these middle aged ladies gamble at 

Las Vegas, I know not why that point is 

selected to strive for but merely a point, ax y 

old point, is all that is wanted just so long as it 

supplies a direction in which people can travel when they 

have no r eason on earth for doing so. 

Yesterday one of my Little River friends came to 
see me to ask me to call the Welfare Department forhim as h is 
Old Age Pension check did not arrive although 
those of the other oldsters all came through 
on schedule. I tought 1 detected a chuckle 
in the voice of the proper person to handle the business 
when 1 finally effected the connection. After 
I had transacted the business to hand, the man whom 
I know pretty well, told me he had been handed a 
completed form and that he had glanced at it just as 
his telephone had sounded. Re-said it was a. conventional 
routine thing and was filled out well enough 
save in one place. The form ran thus : 


Name: Mary Johnson 

Address : 3 Jackson Squ re, Natchitoches, - .Ui'-- 

< ■ 

S&ri Twice a week. i 

Well, no wonder'. 


The artist received her check on time but this morning, 
in something less than S4 hours from its receipt, she w as 
asking ntl if I didn t hav something for her to paint as 
she was out of funds She mentioned 3he thought she would 
buy a goose, from Ray Balthazar on the morrow b t she 
obviously had invested in a dab of wet grocer es, —prior 
to the goose. And, incidentally, since she paints all 
her geese with red combs and red wattles, suggesting a 
rooster in spite of their web feet, 1 have given this.Hunter 
bird a new name to fit the new bird, —a gooster, don t you 
think so . 


1 1 ° 

Memorandum : 

It was a quiet week end in these parts, hot-hot and 
nothing but clear skies in the face of Weather Bureau predictions 
of widely scattered showers. 

My time was frittered away for the most part by people 
of little or no interest to me. J. R. sent me a flock of 
pecane growers Saturday afternoon, followed, by a couple of 
ladies from Shreveport, wifies of prominent lawyers up there 
and they were.dul'l, too. Th.is morning I permitted Mr. Norris of 
Dr. Knipmeyer s s taff to bring down his son-in-law, a South Louisiana 
.. publisher from the L ake Charles neighborhood, —a small town 
named Maplewood, 6f all things, showing rare imagination on 
the part of the person who named that place since of all the 
trees growing in the Pelican State, the maple isn t one of them. 

% 

As I cross the cattle gap yesterday morning, heading 
toward the Post Office with my mail, a car stopped in front of 
me and one of the three lady occupants inquired if L could 
directer her to the home of Clementine Hunter. I could and did. 

Then the lady s aid she was a friend of Helen Baldwin and Carolyn Ramsey 
and that her. name was Odette Gauthier Smith and I responded by 
asking her to move over a little so T could get into the 
car, too, and the ladies all laughed and 1 got in and 
drove them or directed them to drive, to the back of Yucca 
where 1 handed them over the fence and gave tern a look at 
the African buildings and then sent them on their way to the 
artist's house. I think we shall be hearing from Mrs. Rmith again. 

I believe she said her husband has something to do about education 
in Texas or perhaps is an archiologist or some such. 

My secretary mho vanished into Houston a month ago, — 

Lee, the 7 footsolx of Doreatha, the cook, came to see me last 

night, quite as unannounced as had been his departure. He 

says he got a job yonder the day he.arrived and returns to it tonight. 

He thinks it is better for job-seekers to have some sort of 

grade school diploma to get a good job and so he says he is 


I 







1 


From the Francois Mignon Papers, #11-3889 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 


University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


nas'tf 


8751 




P*S' 


I'm posting the "Close to Colette" under s eparte 
cover. Keep it, 1 pray, if you please. 
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Monday, august 5th, 1957 • 


returning here at the end of the month to finish off his 
last year at St. Mathews. The son of the b a rber's wife 
who flew out for Shreveporta while back is returning by u abor 
Day to resume his St. Mathew's studies, too, according to 
the barber who came to shear me yesterday • He said the boy wanted 
to get his secretarial job b a ck on his return, If we live 
until the end of the month, we ought to have a plethora of 
secretaries but something tells me there will not be a plethora 
of jobs for them 

i 

I didn t smile outwardiy at what the cook said when I 
mentioned that her son, hafL returned for a week end. She beamed 
with delight and, in response to my question, a sking her 
how she thought he looked, she said she found he looked 
brighter than before he left. . t 

You may .recall that in the Cane *'iver country, the word, - bright,- 
has but one meaning, applying only to liglttness of skin and 
in no Way relates to mental agility. That Lee should look 
any lighter of color, I cannot imagine and he seemed as 
dark chocolate as ever to' me. ^ recall once when Carolyn 

was leaving, M e irose around five o'clock one morning two or 
threee year's ago, she chanced to meet Mitchel, the axe, and 
by way of greeting, and in a most natural way, remarked to 
him that he was bright and early that morning. Mitchel 
has never forgotten it and continues to refer to Miss Carolyn as 
one of the finest ladies he ever saw at Melrose, —all on 
the strength of her "bright and early" remark which Mitchel 
attributed to her as a gesture of congratulating him on fris 
lightness of skin which, in reality, is unusually dark for 
a mulatto. 

I thought Tames had a point the other day when he told me 
while H a y was at Briarwood that he had misgivings about Kay's 

oil 


lawyer holding her Power of Attorney, the 
la,Ud3 in her „name, t plus the fact that Kay\ 
a ll of Aunt illie s property, which woul\ 
hands of said lawyer, who, shortly a fte 


recent sales of 

likely to inherit 
t everything in the 
recent sale of some 


of Kay's lands, put a 92,000 dollar addition on to one of his 
hardware store properties. lames says Kay is fiddling with the 
idea of a Foundation while her lawyer is against it, wanting her 
will all her property to the lawyer s hlma Mater, - Tulane. I 
must put my aget to work oir this and 1 think 1 have one to do it, 


to 


Memorandum : v 

How nice to find two letters in a familar hand 
among the 11 letters coming to hand by today's post. 

Vhatwith a general scuffle going on within the 
ranks of the secretariat, I shall take up digesting 
of the mail on the. morrow and thus-tonight my two prised 
envelopes are tucked a may behindStfle locked door of the 
a mmoir, each holding the promise of guaranteed 
happiness on the morrow. 

I don't recall whence came the ather letters but 
I guess they were all of secondary interest. °h, yes, 

I *believe there is one from the main office of 
Weingartner in Houston, probably telling me that I can 
or cannot obtain Pissa crackers from Shreveport. by mail. 
This is probably in response to a letter addressed to 
the home office a coup.le of weeks back when M failed . 
to elicit any response from the Shreveport branch office. 
I notice there was nothing from HewOrleans which leads me 
to believe that the Register may have lingered longer at 
Miss Mali s before returning to the Pontalba than 
they had'"planned • 


telphoned me this afternoon, a 

Curry whom x do not know. He wanted to 

about the Reading ?■achine and to recommend 

Sage", a 
40 years, 


4 Somebody 
man named Leo 

ask something _ 

a book to me entitled "Riders of the Purple 
Western novel pf ancient vintage, —perhaps 


which 1 have never read as Westerji 
cut much ice with me. Leo said 
up byEloise and Frere-Joe Metoyer 
the big two story house which was 


love stories never 
ad been brought 
'ien they lived in 
aken down and made into a 


modest single story house where Fugabou now lives and 
lep,opined that I might have heard Miss Cammie speak of Eloise 
I certainly had and am going to telephone Leo in the 
morning to see if he has a picture of her. d believe Leo 
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Tuesday, August 6th, 1957 


lives in the Bermuda or Cognac neighborhood 

and could easily fetch down a photo if he has one. 1 

may or may no of spoken of Eloise before, She was 

a "stout, double jointed lady", who always played the fide. 

for the local dances and the artist tells me she used to 

go to such social a ffqirs ’efore she was married which, 

parenthetically, wasn t yesterday. Whenever Eloise 

was to supply the music, a round table was placed in 

one corner of the room and a chair placed on top of it 

and there Eloise would preside over the gathering, 

using her bow as a sceptor if any of the gay youi^g blades 

inclined to get out of hand, One w a ve of Eloise s 

bow usually brought sobriety back to the most inebriated, 

but if anyone failed to observe decorum, Eloise 

would decend from her dais, lay one hand on the neck 

of the fr^L<csome one, lifting him with one arm right off 

the floor and pitch him into outer darkness. She was 

a tall woman and as strong as an ox and a gifte 

musician and everyone loved her and her little old low 

husband, just a chip of a man . Recalling all 

tf\is, I telephoned the artist who had much to 

tell me about Eloise, including the fact that 

after Eloise's death by 3mall pox, Frere Joe gave 

Clemence the round table on which Eloise had always 

sat. According to Clemence, --and here 3 the beginning 

for a d n b of folk lore, the fiddle Eloise had always 

played was placed on her round table at the time_ 

of her funeral and nobody knew wtt how it as but 

all of a sudden somebody noticed that the fiddle was 

going up in flames and it burned a big round hole in 

the round table, so that musician and instrument 

both deported at the same time. Clemence can t 

recall what she did with the table but she^sSys she might 

find ifiaround at some of her kin folks. Guess who wants 

the table • I am holding the thought that Leo 

m a y have a photograptc'of Eloise and wouldn t it be grand 

it it included the fiddle, too • Eloise and Frere Joe 

never had aini .children of their own for, as 

Clemence 'demm.ly observed, "Eloise, her, she was too much 

of a mari"Wut she and Frere Joe were always so kind 


Memorandum : 

Thirty billion times would not suffice to find ways of 
expressing my delight that was mine when getting around 
today to. read yesterday's mail, •. 

The portraits to which youreferred somehow seemed 
to have been painted almost in anticipation of the wail 
I let out a few days back when ~ ’ J - 

the ridiculous aspects of me '' 

City friends, . 

I gather that they hag no 
has not only tons of imagination 


was fulminating aginst 

_ v ' i trying to entertain my Crescent 

From their acceptance and your anticipation 

imagination at all and little Miss Lee 
i but intuition as well. 

Frankly various typ'es of painting coming my way had tended to 
embar ass me with the plethora of primitives and nothing else 
so that the presence of portraits injecting themselves 
at precisely the moment they arrived put e very thing back 
into focu 3 gain and the world seems rolling along in a much 
more stable and at the same time gives the impression that 
the .worrisome side of things has been both beautifully and 
adroitly bridged. 

That E-ay should lack imagination about getting people 
into a hole is understandable in a way but it does seem as though 
James whose career up to a year or two ago has been so close 
to the edge, would somehow contrive to avoid the pitfall that 
his friend might end up in, under existing circumstai ces, But 
neither of them took into account how love and wisdom 
flows from ^yme and only Little ltl iS3 ±ee and Lestan can according 
appreciate how muchsuch perfection means, the one to the other, 

I had so much mail to glance through that 1 read none 
of it with the thoroughness I want to expend on it but shall 
not get around to d q until the morrow but even so, 1 am 
delighted to liave so thoroughly enjoyed the first reading and 
am looking forward to the second with equal impatience, 

It was bo good of you to give me so many particular about 
which J knew nothing and although the radio must have 
mentioned the Aga Kahn's will and its reference to Miss Beyward, 
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Wednesday, August 7th, 1957 


And it was kind of you to take the trouble to 
acquaint me with the items you found in the library of Congress 
list and I m so glad you again included the Saxon-Proust 
titles, I’'did not know a bout the Kenneth Roberts matter 
either and, of course, the particulars regarding 
n ell illustration", as my secretary read it, Fenina and 
all, constitu ed news of first rate interest to me, 

nnd thanks for telling me about the letter 
from Carolyn and the request she made of you for the new 
material about which 1 had never heard a peep either, I assume 
her letter may have been posted in flew, rleans although that 
is merely u guess oq my part for I haven t heard anything 
from her and so don t know if she be in theCrescent City, 

Baton ^ouge, Marshall or Mexico and 1 shouldn't be at 
all surprised to learn that she has been hiding in any one 
of those places, I dropped her a note on the day following her 
lust appearance here a couple of weeks back, suggesting that 
as the state L ibrary hui'iding must be approaching the finishing 


Memorandum 


All the talk locally is a bout the weather 
for in, spite of the dazzling sunshine and the glowing 
light of the moon, thanks to cloudless skies, the 
thermometer last night dropped to 63, the lowest 
on record for August 7th in the Weather Bureau files 
during the past 80 years. 

This, sort of thing, if not qi ite so extreme, 
happens every year, it seems^to me, —a night 
when the thermometer sags below the 7O's, and al¬ 
though everyone knows there will be plenty of hot 
weather ahead, there will probably be cooler nights 
than the rest of the summer and so daytime highs 
don't cut so much ice, as it were, since one can easily 
catch up on sleep, thanks to this moderation, I 
reckon most people miss this sign of the seasons, 
what with air conditioners being dL 1 over the place 
but I find compensation in the absence of the artificial 
cooling systems in this manifestation of Mature which 
never seems to put in an appearance dL ong a bout t is 
time of the year. 

Dr.s. Smith and a arris of the Experiment Station 
near Shreveport were here checking on pecanes today 
and John Wenk rode back home with them. At breakfast 
he said he was going with his family on a vacation 
in Florida but he didn t know and the family apparant'ly 
hadn t decided just where their vacation spot 
would be, Florida is.a big State, of course, and a 
flock of motel operators are going to be lucky in 
missi?ta Some customers tips year but I'm already feeling 
sorry j&r those who aren t so lucky. For this 
week's Cai e River Memo, I did a piece on August vacations 
mor or le3s, and while I didn t have the ^enks in mind, 

I guess a line or two of it might apply to them, 

• 

The artist came to see me this afternoon to say 


point and that as EssaeMaeJs tenure of office expires with 

the dedication of ~fHe building and, furthermore, that as AuntWillie 

is the one who engineered the Library Commission legislation and 

got Es3ae Mae the job, it might be an opportune time 

while making the Welfare movies to contact Essae Mae to 

see about doing a film for the State Library that would 

record its progress during the past 85 years ancf at. the same time 

prepare a sort of Coronation film for Essae Mae s career, I 

think E33ae M ae doesn t like Carolyn and that miqht tend to 

slow up film making but, nevertheless, Essae Mae s 

eelf esteem might bridge the personality thing and 

bring forth’a contact for a movie regardless, How this 

suggestion struck Carolyn, 1 know not, for, as I say, I haven't heed 

from her but 1 reckon she will be telephoning one of these days and 

then we shall learn what is cooking. In the mean time, if 

I .knew where she might be found, 1 would supply her with the addresj 

of a radio man 1 know wit h a wonde rful v oic e whose services she mig 

be glad to secure at a favorable rale for doing the talking stuff 

in her current films, as this man is currentl y studying medecin e 

n.t, Tu'i,mf mid probably would . be deligkited to pick up a few 

sheckles which would be advatageous in the production cost. But 

Such matters can wait until she finds time to "allow as 

where she is at". . ^ 

flow 







From the 


Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




8757 


in 


she had just returned from a little visit to the Rand 
camp where 'Blythe, Trances Jack and the latter's boys 
were spending the day She said Blythe looked better than 
during the past year and that she had sent a message 
by Miss Hunter to yay she was coming to see me at 
5 o'clock, I didn t ask at 5 o'clock on which day, 
week, month and year as I perhaps should have done for 
I never did see the lady but I reckon that now that 
she has started coming up this way again, she may do so 
more frequently from now until snow flies. 

In yesterday's Memo, I intended to thank you for 
having spoken of the typographical errors in the Cane 
River piece. As I never h a ve heard a single one of these 
column read b a ck after going into print, I am 
quite ignorant as to how^they come out. The use 
lof the word, parrot, regarding tobacco w a s employing 
-an old term in vogue in the late 18th century which 
struck me as mighty odd the first time I ever heard it 

Carmen telephoned me today to say there was something 
the paper about Mrs. Jumes Aslwell entering the Writer's 
Work Shop or some such thing in Atlanta, I assume this 
to be some course inwriting, given between semestres or 
some such. I regret this isn t a full length course 
which would give me hope that-Rosalind might therefore 
not be back by October lZth and 14th, therebye saving 
me the trouble of easing her out of Yucca at Pilgrimaqe 
time. . 

Mrs. Wood telephoned to say hqr son, -Charles, is 
returning tonight from his 6 month s training in the 
military and that he and his brother will go to college 
m September and that she will take a few classes of 
graduate work at Northwestern. As her husband has 
just parted company with the milling concern with which 
he has long been associated, the Wood family must be facing 
a problem, - regular income severed and three headinq out for 
college. ( J 

I haven f yet learn who the person mght have been who 
dropped a package of Pizzas at the store for me on Wednesday 
oj last week, — prob a bly somebody from Shreveport headinq 
for /Jew rleans or some such and not pausing to 
exchange amenities. I was glad the Pizzas came to hand when 
they did for I could hand them on the same day to-James and 
Kay as they headed out for Baton Rouge, although the nobility 
of my gesture to get them acquainted with the product was spoiled 

tysPyf 3 fiM l ¥ K i'f s ije l ge$%inq t s}lme e ma? P t h r ! L l pted t{? keep thera -for 

purchase one of these days...... U Sur P riSe 9ift or direct 
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Thirsday, August 8th, 1957 • 


Memorandum : t -- «. 

It's 1 0:30 and B scarcely know where to 
what with the sort of mild hurly-burly that 
my day. 


begin, 

characterized 


If B can find it, B shall enclose Lionel's 
mentioning his cancer operation which came as a 
praise the Lord he is up and doing again. 


letter, 
shock, but 


He 


to Charles ^ollingwood, a tap came 
was C a rolyn, toating a new Reading 


put 


Machine • 


Supper was on the silly side butthere may have 
been a basis for some of the .talk which sounded too good i> to 
be true. Dan had been drinking and was in an expansive mood, 
said he had sold his house in town and was building a 
new home at Madeville, 80 miles from New Orleans. B shall 
out inquiries regarding this tomorrow. 

As iCa listening 
on my back gallery. B± u a i vj-w, 

She remained until about 10 and had so much to relate that 
we accomplished nothing unless skimming over a flock of 
topics means anything. 

She s ays Bridges is coming up to see me next week, bringing 
a recording device. She said the first movie seems fine and 
she is upfib her hips in the script of the second. We took 
it as remarkable that the Welfare Department, having somebody 
who works in a.oil mill and is blind, in "atchitoches arish, wants 
a part of the film shot somewhere in town, requiring transporation 
of cameras, etc., up this way, moving Carolyn to think it 
would be an excellent opportunity to get a few movie shots 
of the artist before the crew* returns to tfer rleans, and 
so we did an outline of a movie on C lemence's. life_ and 
,selected some scenes which could be taken at this season of the 
year against future shots that would be done in the Spring. 

Writing a mere movie script within half an hour was but one 
of the major undertakings in this jammed in sesssion. 


o 
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Tesss Crqiger has rented an auditorium in Hew Orleans 

" ns 

Ve alsopiJmZ so «publicity on tUe SspUnter Sir* release 

the Hew York Times Book Review which.would have to be g 
before x let it-go forward, of course. 

Carolyh and Ola Mae Word, who carries Hodges 
publicity in Shreveport, have entered into partnership 
to do a magazine, tentatively known as the ^ic circle . . 

The magical circle starts at Hew rleans and 
follows clockwise around the Gulf, It seems tha f 
hut a very few miles, the land travel is now possible m 
this go-round. One, for instance, can now drive his car 
from Kw -rleans to Miami or Hey West and have the car 
ferried across to Cuba and arrangements are being made 
to Further the ferry service from Cuba to oamica, 
t ence to Guatamala and so, without further ferrying, o e 
drive up through Mexico and b a ck to ■ m> rleans. 

The Magic Circle will be using Holidejmore or less 
a s its pattern, gorgeous photographs of piaces 
falling within the circle plus a text which (both) ^ 
fall in Carolyn s province. Ola Mae Wore s busmes 
to supply the advertisement ad publishing, 

I pointed out the wisdom of having tangents to the 
circle included, —Haiti of Black Majesty, 

Ttinadad, H 0 ndor s and a flock of adjacent places a., 
that seemed logical to the Editor, 

4 From all this and scads more, you can readily 3ee 
how the evening could pass quickly enough without getting 
a n opportunity to go into anything veijy deeply. 

She had seen James and K a y following their visit here and 
I wasn t surprised but was nevertheless 

James ms especially nice to her, Hummmmmmmmmmm, Both s'** 
and 1 got a kick out of the fact that with some show of PJ lde , 
Knv mentioned that 1 had invited them out to dinner. With 

«!2 5TMC." 


may 


be 


C 


Friday, August 9th, 1957, 


Memorandum : 

The ground is so dry, it would be wonderful if 
Bertha would toss us a dab of moisture but I guess she 
can't -he depended on. This afternoon there was a mere 
sprinkle‘, 7 *-a "trace" as the Weather Bureau styles it, since 
there wasn't enough to register anything in the gage, 

I thought - the pin poihts might swell into rain drops but 
by evening the skies cleared and tnoight is 
radiant and cloudless, the fattening moon turning the 
White Garden %nto day while the radio says Bertha continues 
westward from L ake Charles and so will probably get lost 
somewhere "deep in the heart of Texas", 


tomorrow' s 


The ladies got off South Louisiana and 

wedding and their absence always means J, H. dines with us 
I like that. Something was said about the big talk about 
building a home and taking up permanent residence 
in Mandeville by the younger brother, as of last night, but 


and 


J. H. laughed at such 
what people may think 


nonsense and said 
up when drunk. 


there's no telling 


This morning at 7, Carolyn telephoned from I. S. 
Willard's to say she was heading across the river to 
get a cup of coffee and might see Carmen and Toosie 
on Pilgrimage and book bu3ines3S, But I gather she 
probaHLy got ahead of the town's folk for although 
she had dropped a package of plates at Milspaugh $ on 
my account, nobody had seen her, I had suggested she 
leave the package at the door if the place wasn. t open, and 
this afternoon Carmen called for a dab of gossiping and 
as she ddn't mention any morning visit, I assume 
the lady scooted straight up the road toward 
Marshall. She had envisioned returning through this 
neighborhood on Tuesday, en route to Hew rleans but 
I shouldn't be at all surprised if she stepped up herplans 
to make it Monday or even Sunday, for I gather she is 
n n x ious to get b a ck to the Crescent L ity to work on the 
movie manuscripts. 
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Sunday , August 11th, 1957 


I chanced to put on an unread page of John 'Mason Brown's 
"Through These Men" at a point where he was speaking 
of the a obert Cppenheimer case and mention 
was made of Ward Evan3 whom I take to be the Dr. Evans 
of Northwestern, mentioned before'. From J. M. Brown's 
■interpretation of the case, it would seem ’that the Administration, 
e-spec ially Admiral Straws and Mr. Eisenhower, engineered the 
Oppenheimer business as a polical move in their stru gle with 
oe cCarthy and that Oppenheimer was put through the 
sringer for Administration benefit since, had they felt Cppenheimer 
should be dropped, he would have automatical ly vanished anyway since 
since tenure of office was running out and the e simple 
nethod on not renewing his services would have obviated 
the whole thing without a rumpus although, could the junior 
Senator from Wisconsin have gotten hold of the scientist, 
he might have- relished making mince meat of hiscareer 


will be heading into a confusing few minutes when'we get 

to settling her account. She painted a couple of pictures 

for the taffy's or the Caffy family last week, that family 

being the millio.'.aire banking house in town. The artist 

at the time of the order got them to ask me if I would let 

her t have the canvas to work on as 3he had none and bankers 

don t seem to kijow where or have time to obtain such materials and 

although I didn t want t o let my dwindling supply go, I did accommoda 

them. The artist told me the bankers wer$ to pay me for the 

materials but the b a nkers told me they had covered payment when 

.they purchased the pictures. Be that a3 it may, the artist 

charged them 40 percent less than she charges meand expects me 

to supply the materials to boot. She will feel distressed when 

the amount is deducted from her account and even more soprobably 


h n ve so mutiimoney as I since theyafe gainfully employed and I 
a m not and^herefore t since I would be a ?resident of a bank or 
plantation if I didn't have loads of money, I must be exceedingly 

confusion 1 '%e fteaAifig in fo^o^tWe morrow" utile fl e %&r* f d%$ount 
is settled . 




\ 
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I had two other ideqs, both on the whimsical side, 
as of today, which ^ shall jot down for fun. 

first j I may have mentioned that Jame3 is using 
as illustrations for his book the sketches of 

Lasseu r . a rench artist traveling in this countrty in 1828 - 
18 30. He made several drawings of Hatches along the river, 
showing Silver Street, leading up to the 

town from Hatches-under-the-hill, a panorama of the Bluff, showing 
.the Lighthouse and so on. They,—these drawings, were discovered 
in a museum in La Havre, Frai ce. of all places, recently, and 
copies are available from some Historical Society in - ew England, 

I believe. My tought on these drawings, being birdseye in 
nature, is that with an air photo of the same places today, one 
could do a fasc nating series of aritlces of gobs 
of Arne ican cities under some such general title as 
"Lasseur's America of Yesterda —and today". I have aksed James 
to find out for me if Lasseur got over to Hatchitoches and 
sketched its Front Street. Surely that would delight the Lemee 
Old House ladies if it turns out he did. 


aid, second, I thought of a grand project for Kay if 

site only had a sense of Grandesa• The site in Hatches on which 

the lighthouse stooQ is in the residential section along 

the Bluff bu a large measure of the site is in a field occupied 

by storage bqrns of a lumber company. Kay ought to buy 

the warehouse land 7 ob d as much priiate property immediately 

surrounding it and then reproduce the light house, which 

wasn t very elaborate, so that it would again dominate the 

whole Hatches and Mississippi River panorama, presenting 

the site to the city or the State and making the 

three sides of the square not giving on the river, for the 

lighthouse would occupy that space, --using these lots 

on the three sides for residential developement, 

smart shops and such like. She could easily manage it 

on her present income and could hasten the final push witltin a matter 

of months when her wealth is about to be vastly increased thro ugh'j 

the Loisian a oil lands, it is said. $y restoring 

the lighthouse, she would, be able to present the city or State 

with a replica of an hisotric monument of its past and 

at the same time, by developing the surrounding real estate 

turn an extra penny for some other project to 

herliking. On the base of the 

light house might be carved some such legend as; "A beacon 
in memory of men and ships ujho passed this way." I suppose 
the basis of fun is imagination and how much fun Kay could have, what 
her millions, if only her imagination could be quickened. 


*at t s c ar 
taken the wee 




Monday, August 12th, 1957, 


Memorandum : 

The heat is considerable, as it should be in 
August but we don't necessisarilu require the 
high humidity accompanying it. 1 must ask somebody who 
knows about such things if air conditioning units are rigged 
up to lower humidity. It would be a gre t advantage 
to e verything subject to mildew. 

The last couple of days have had a tincture of the 
unpleasant about them all around.- Before they were out 
of bed on Sunday morning, a telephone call got Celeste out of 
bed but the call was for J. H. who immediately responded, and 
that ended sleejf for that morning. The call was from 
Alexandria, Dan s wife calling to say her husband was spending 
the night in jail, having been arr.ested for drunken 
driving. J. H. 'phoned the u atchitoche3 Sheriff to 
have in get in touch with the Alexandria police to turn the man 
out. Dan blew in here about 8 o'clock this morning, parking 
his car in front of the store and be-takiJig himself to 
the big house where he spent the day, coming down for dinner 
and supper, and departing for God knows where at first dark, — 
prob a bly his house in town. Frances Henry, who is now with 
Essae Mae and the Library in Baton Rouge, telephoned Celeste 
around 2 to say she was in town and was bringing out a guest 
and would Celeste contact me to see about a tour. Celeste 
had forgotten about the presence of her brother-in-law and 
I reminded her of it and the fly that was therefore in the 
ointment for a f tour. At the inception of her call, 
she had said Frances ipould be here at 4 but as 1 never 
saw her and her guest, 1 assume she changed her mind, and 
somebody saitf she had stopped by Celeste s and then gone on 
down the road to Magnolia. 

Last night I read a little from M arcia u a venport's 
Mozart. It strikes me as a good book but I regret one 
aspect of it'and am'puzzled by another. What I find 
unappealing to me is the Harnett Kane influence wherein 
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the chqracters in their conversation suddenly 
and for no very excellent reason break out into some 
word or phrase of another language, Mozart, for example, 
is holding a lively c nversation with Miss Weber, his first love, 
and as the book is written in English, the words they s peak 
are in the same tongue qxcept whiten one of the characters 
instead of asking, *Isn t that true, say s the same thing 
in German, or, if a remark is made that something is 
wonderful, the Enlish word .is eliminated for the German, 

I suppose writers do this under the excuse that it tends to 
add a tincture of flavor towhat is being said but 
it invariably strikes me as disturbing and slightly 
riduculous, 

What puzzles me about the book thus far is 
the unpleasant p cture painted of Paris and Versailles 
especially in the 1765-1764 visit of the Mozart family and 
the sameslant when Mozart and his mother re-visit Paris 
14 years later when Mozart .is SI and mooning c bout in 
his love affair with Miss Weber, too tnalged up with 
emotions over that lady in Germany to give muc-h attention 
to his music in France, Perhaps Miss Davenport intentionally 
paints o dark picture of *rahce to underline ■something about 
the lack of success Mozart enjoyed after reaching his majority there, 
the 1765 visit was such a success, the drab picture scarcely 
seems' justified. For instance, in 1765, the streets of 
Paris are so filthy and sloppy one cannot negotiate them without 
a carriage or sedan chair and are filled with .the starving 
ba 3 tards of the aristocrats, I^suppose paving wasn t an urban 
pracitce in those days and the aris streets were probably as 
bad or worse than other cities of its size, but surely there 
w a s something more than filthy streets that made Paris, And 
Versailles had nasty bac kstairs and marbled rooms where dogs 
sullied the corners and the tapestried walls were damp and wine 
migfrt freeze on the table, and Pompadour was coughing 
and' smitten with disease, etc,, etc. It is ture the lady 
was to die of tuberculosis the following year but the disease 
implication seems unpleasant and unnecessary, I shall always 
<j 3 sume that the Versailles of 17 55 to 17 65 must have been 
about at its cultural best when the little, Trianon 
was a-building and flowers and the Arts alike were cultivated 
more assiduously than before or since, and I, personally, like 
Mozart's composition the better because I think he caught and preserve 
many such manifestations of "la vie delicieuse", if * may borrow a JTd 
Davenport failing by introducing a foreign phrase,, . 
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J Tuesday, August 15th, 1957, 


Memorandum : 

Pat usually has his breakfast about half an hour 
after Eugene and I do, Tliis morning when he appeared, 

I think there was a little slip of paper at his place, 
expressing the hope that this day would be especially fine for 
him, — a butterfly lily attached to underline the 
thought, for this would be his natal day, 

I can't recall if P remarked in yesterday's memo that 
Carmen had ■'told■ me Pat had bought Mayor Keyes house-, the 
Mayor having purchased a new residence in Pecane Park, — 
a Henry-Watson-Williams developement on the edge of town, 

A telephone call from Old Bonita this morning indicated the 
lady in that place would be heading south for the Gresecnt 
city late today and would prob a bly spend the night 
in town at. the I, S, Willard's, 

I told her I had received another telephone call 
from The Eterprise, indicating there had been additional 
inquiries from one newspaper or another, asking about the 
possibility of syndicating the Cane Hiver emo, 

I don't know if anything will come of all this but 

it is interesting to note that there are reactions coming 

in from var-ious quarters, I shall explore the field further 

before deciding anything about it. What I should like to 

do iS‘ to knock off something for the Sunday newspapers 

or, in case the papers interested are not Sunday publishers, use the 

thinkg for thei Saturday issue, even as The Sun used to use the 

Richard LeGallienne Paris articles, This may be difficult 

to arrange for the publishers of Sunday papers would not 

want to publish a column which had appeared the day before in the pape 

which do #ot have a Sunday edition. And another thing 1 

should like to arrange is a Hunter illustration with each. If 

one could get a contract for 52 Sunday coumns that 

would carry a reproduction of a Hunter composition to 

illustrate or in some vague way lend flavor of the - 

plantation variety to the column, entitled Plantation Memo, 

much good work by way of publicity for the paintings would 

of course be achieved, 
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Wednesday, August 14th, 1957. 


On the social side, I expected one set of visitors 
and got three. An Alexandrialady who had been here at 
Pilgrimage last year brought a friend, a charm.mg 
lady, from York, England, But before they arrived, father 
Roberts from Boyce appear unexpectedly, bringing a Reverend 
Father from some place in M assach.usetts, with rum • l likea 
the' Massachusetts man much and as he had known Lyle in .tew York, 
was' unusually interested in local souvenirs of Lyle s 
17 years spent in this neighborhood, And after supper, 
just as I was about to get the days round up of news, Ann 
Williams 'Britton and husband, 'Jack, their two children and 
Jack's father and mother put in an unannounced appearance 
which, of course, "cooked" the news thing, Mai son end Blanche 
followed us to the car at fi,rst dark and the boxer chased them 
into the b a mboo hedge and I know not if he. caught them or 
not. It is now a little after 10 and they haven t put 
in an appearance as yet but perhaps they will return with 
the dawn. 

The Britton children^ appear to be pngels, for the 
little one slept throughout the visit and the other never 
made apeep until the boxer knocked him down 

I read a little more from Miss Davenport's Mozart 
a ,id find it easy reading, I hadn't realized before that his 
mother had died while in Paris with him in the late 177 0 s 
when he was mooning over the Weber girl whohad already 
tossed him aside for a "protector" in Munich, Surely 
he must have been a difficult person for those who were 
sponsoring him, —Baron Grimm, Madame d'epinee, etc,, 
and the fact that Baron Brimm was attached to the Due d Orleans 
faction probably made things no easier for Mozart at 
Versailles. I hadn't realized before that he had been 
offered the place of organist for the royal Chapel at Versailles 
which paid a couple of thousand pounds a year, or rather for 
six months of the year, for the position g a ve l}Mi six months to 
do as he pleased, Havingbeen a pet of Marie Antoinette s 
'mama and having known the little girl when they were both 
in the pre-teen age, he might have gone far through the Versailles 
portal, I imagine, had only his papa been capped up in Salzburg 
<and un a hie to engineer his moonstruck son into making the most 
of what most certainly w a s a most advantageous possibility. But 


regardless. 
does m cul 


of that, he will always occupy in music what 18th century 
ture the one sets off the other to vast advantage• 


Memorandum : 

• ° • 

Do you recall, —unhappily, --the last time 
you were clearing tlie decks for painters to re-do your 
a partment. .I'm sure it's one of those t ings nobody forgets 
no matter how much one wovild like to. Well, I m 
in precisely that situation, —but without the painters. 

Yesterday J, H. told me that oe c hevalier and 
Mitchell, the Axe, would move in on me this morning but 
Joe had to go to town on some business or other and where 
Mitchell went, I know and care not, But the living room 
is , ready for them whenever they make up their minds and 
until they have accomplished their undertaking, Grandpere 
graces the b a ck gallery, along with a sofa, a flock of charis 
and the u hapel houses pictures, draperies, etc., and my weave 
a bout the boudoir uncertainly, what wit the flock of end tables, 
chairs and bric-a-brac by the mile, all compressed 
into q few feet. But just so long as the typewriter 
doesn t get inundated by all the debris, I don t really 
mind so much. 

Only the clerk and I dined together today, it being 
said that J. H. wad in Alexandria "for a meeting , A never 
a sk any questions but os his brother wasn t here either, 
pne may assume the "business" had a legal twist to it. 

Carolyn telephoned late last night to 3ay she had 
arrived at I. S. Willard's and had gathered up the boards 
on my behalf for the artist '3 use and would deposit 
them here a little after six o'clock this morning which 
3 he did. She did not coMe in as she had an apppintment 
in Baton Rouge for mid morning. She said she 
expected to begin "turning" her second .movie for the Welfare 
Department this afternoon, I believe. She said 
big old machines were gouging out a new swimming hole at 


X 


■■i 
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Thursday, August 15th, 1957. 


Old Bonita and construction work on the dam was going 
on apace and that 3he hoped to get b a ck to see the progress 
within a bout a week or ten days. 

The^nterprise telephoned in mid morning to report that 
my column had not come to hand this week. .1 had mailed it 
Monday and surely it should have made the 15 miles within 
48 hours. As the house was already in an uproar, what with 
everything by sixes and sevens on account of the painters 
who weren t to appear, I had a little difficulty in 
setting hdnd to a duplicate copy of the gooster piece, 
a 'id what with the thermometer at 97 f it was with relief that 
after eventually tracking it down, ■‘■he^nterpri se called 
to say the envelope had at long last come to hand. I 
took the opportunity to suggest that a picture be run in 
connection with the article qnd so they sent around to 
Millspaugh'3 to have it photographed. The picture is 
somewhat less than average but I thought it a good idea to 
have it appear with the gooster article with a view to 
using the combination when we getaround to do something 
a bout the syndicating of the articles. 

ft 

When T passed by the Post Office at a quarter of six this morni 
I heard a couple of familiar voices calling to me from up in 
the bamboo, hard by the old store. It was 

Maiscn and Blanche who, I take it, must have spent the night 
,on such unexpected and surely uncomfortable perches. At the sight 
of me, they came scurrying down and after a hearty breakfast, both o, 
stretclied out on the gallery and spent the whole day at gtting 
caught up on their rest. Tonight they seem back to 
normalcy and are having lots of fun bouncing around 
on the tufts of the giant’s beard edging th.e gallery. I 
am glad that old boxer d dn't knock them out . 
when they all ran ±a .into each other as Ann and cortege 
was departing. 

. t ' ■ o 1 •<* 

And now I must up and see if I can pick a path from 
this d esk to the bath tub and thence to 
my downy couch, almost Alpine in the hazards 
what with all the unusual mass formations cluttering 
up the place.. .. 


emorandum : 

I m U3t see the artist and have her do a picture 
indicating the significance of this date for in her 
"Christian" Church there is some sort of observation, 
either something a bout Obligation, as explained to me by 
the white folks or something about the Assumption as rattled 
off by the colored folks And equally important up 
until the last year or so, it is also the magical moment 
when everyone hikes out for the hills to -gather the leaves 
of the sassaphras bushes and trees from which filet would 
be growned to powder for the autumn and winter gumbo. 

» y 

I did see the artist for a few moments this afternoon 
and 8he did mention going to St. Augustin's this morning 
but I didn t get an opportunity to isk her about tlte filet business 
for there was too much doings, inside and outsi e the house, 
tp afford much time for polite conversation. 

! K 

I should think a primitive rendition of a rural 
Catholic Church and perhaps an adjacent ,Convent in the background 
witti people issuing from the portals of the Church and hurrying 
off to the bushes where people are already 'gathing (gathering) 
the ingredient of filet might lepd itself to something 
ausing under the artist's brush , Perhaps a picnic might 
ne arranged in the lower right hand corner of the picture 
to counter-balance the Church doings in the upper left and general 
succrying about on the part of the faithful as they turn 
from the worship of God to the stripping of bushes. 

The painters finally made it this afternoon and thus made 
a gesture of starting to paint in the living room. The ceiling 
was the object of their attention but the floor seems to have re¬ 
ceived the major portion of the paint. Thanks to the heat ,— 
it is about 100 ^ - the paint that was slapped on overhead and 
scattered under foot seems tp h a ve dried almost as soon as 
the brushed, pppsed over a place. I wish they might finish the living 
room by the week end, enabling me to move a few mountains of 
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Friday, August 


Memorandum 


The thermometer is getting-u around 100 
now that A gust is on the decline and it remains 
around the 80's at night but seems much cooler 
than that. 

The painters put another coat o a portion thereof 
on tlte living room today and will not attach 
the boudoir until Monday which sugge t I 
shall have a busy Sabbath, moving havoc from 
boudoir to living .room as I pray the Lord 
I may not be honored with any week end visitors, 

I had a telephone around 7 this morning 
from Carolyn whoasked me to guess where she might be, 

I guessed tlatchitoches and guessed correctly. 

She said she had arrived rather late last 

night and as it had been decided not to start 

shooting the movie in Baton Rouge until Monday, 

she had made the most of the opportunity to 

gallop to Old u onita to see how the dam was 

progressing. She said she was returning to 

Baton Rouge Sunday night but that i t.wouidxi would 

be so late that she would not pause to telephone 

on her way down but that she expected to make the trip 

to - J atc hi toe he s with Mr. Bridges next Friday, bent 

on the taking of some scenes for the current new 

movie and would perhaps find time to pause at that 

time. Something tells me the dead line is 

getting might close for whatever she is going to do 

on behalf of the Pilgrimage publicity but she knows that 

r 3 well as 1 do and so I am saying nothing about it. 

There is also supposed to be some sort of a 

party, --an autographing party in - J atchitoches, on 


Iplucked a number of likely looking pumpKins ana suspend 
them along the mud walls of the front gallery above the 
antelers and as their orange .coloring deepens, the contrast 
with the gray-pink mud of the walls will be pretty 
enough., and doubly so w hen gourds begin appearing 
there and splashes of crimson when the hot peppars are 
added for heightening theeffect. 

The excessive humidty of the current season seems to 
have done odd things with vegetation, aside from keeping 
it green, T g^ve alook a,t the persimmon crop this morning 
a nd was astonished to discover that much of the fruit, as 
green as grass, was so utterly ripe that the skin of 
t e fruit when held in the hand g n ve one the impression 
one might feel, were the shell of an egg removed leaving 
the contents in the thin-thin little tissue that exists 
between shell and contents a nd was as wobbley as might 
be a sack of ce'lophane, sealed, after having been completely filled 
with water. I sampled .the contents and discovered a vast 
sweetness indicating the fruit was indeed ripened in spite 
of this early date of the calendar and the fact that 
the skin of the persimmon was still as green as 
a green apple. I had hoped to use persimmons with 
gourds in rigging up some platters of home grown stuff 
by way of decors for the Pilgrimage but it appears I shall 
have to be using something other than persimmons if this unusual 
ripening continues. 

I must now knock off s me mail and, if not to sleepy when 
that has been accomplished, try to join u issDavenport in getting 






From tin- FRANCOIS MlGNON Papers* ffl1~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


I 


« • 


8773 


8774 


“V*" • -Ci 

1 ,\ *» 1 


such hodge-podges in a calendar so scrambled that 

ii would wither me, were I to give it the slightest 

serious consideration . I suppose there must be a 

compensating intoxication m such a mad whirl bu 

there wouldn't be enough compensation m it to satzs/y me ove lf 

the losses that I know would be mine, were I to harness myself 

up to such a schedule 

I don't even keep up with Par sh events in 
spite of mg slothfulness, however, for I only learned this 
evening that "So-say-shun" got under way on 

Wednesday and reaches its high point tonight. This ye ... 
it is being held somewhere in the town of Natchitoches which 
means more traveling for participants from downthis 
way than when it is held at s me place like St. Mathew s. 

Only once since 2939 has it been held at St» Augstme 

With Miss Davenport's assistance last niht, I finally 
not Herr Mozart married off and was inclined to agree 
with the biggrapher that he probably dia about 
as well in the marriage mart as anybody of his nature 
could. Surely it was a gret misfortune he had 
to be so moonstruck over theWeber bag he ne ve r did ™ rr V 
for with that phase of his life coming just at the timehis 
career might have got realy going in ans »»» */»« tlewi \ dom 
he seems to have chucked every opportunity out of the window 
nlthouqh MissDavenport doesn t make that point. Lo thinK 
that he turne down thejob as organist in the Chapel at 
Versailles when the young M a rie Antoinette with whom he 
had played as a child was the l/ ersailles Queen and 
inclined in ever increasing enthusiasm to sponsor 
theatricals on a private level. What a perfect set oj co- 
incidents to have made a marvelous -entry for the . 

young composer who urely played his cards miserably at that 

stage of the game. . , , , „ .. 

Some tourist called today, asking I called to s ee if 
we could do through the house 1 '. 1 felt like saying 

that I can t get through *ucca, let alone the big house . 


Sunday, Agust 18th, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

Such a nice quiet week .end at this bend of the river and 
may it be ever the same at Lyme. 

I had expected the painters to finish their labors in 
the 1 iving room but they took Saturday off and so the place v 
remains void of everything.. s a ve the floor, walls and ceiling 
in juxtaposition to the boudoir which, of course, remains 
piled high. 

I suppose the local hovkkytonks had their usual week end 
ofboistrousness but it was the hill-billy section that 
took the palm for violence t is week end. The 
postman who brings our mail lives in aV 0U Matches. 

He has an older brother liuing in the same neighborhood, and 

the brother sometimes hauls cattle for Melrose when quantities 

are being sent to Alexandria for auction. This elder brother 

made his final trip on Friday for on Friday evening his son or 

his stepson, know not which,—a teen aged youth, shot 

him dead. When the Sheriff arrived to investigage, he 

asked the boy is the shooting had been accidental but the boy 

assured him it had Hot* He said he didu t like the way 

his papa fussed at his mama and so he felt like 

killing him and did. It's wonderful how simple 

such people can make crimes of violence, it seems to me. 

j. h. appeared at my door around 9 this morning 
to invite me over to breakfast. I accepted, --the first 
breakfast on a Sunday morning which I had indulged in since 
1948.’' Pat, J. H. and I dined together at noon, after which 
I was alone on the plantation so far as white folks were concerned, 
One of the afternoon requests came from the Dark Duke who 
asked me if I would call the lady doctor to see if she 

give his wife an entry slip or. order that site might 
a Shreveport hospital for treatment. I knew the lady 
hadn't been feeling well but didn t know the nature of her 
indisposition. Her husband said that "her nerves 


would 
go tq 
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is dying and it look like her* spirit a bout 
One must always be prepared for suck unexp . 
and the worst part of it is that often col 
do seem to simply waste away for no appara 
thanthe spirit playing out. 

Yesterday'8 weather report promised a 
for this morning at 7 which would bring rd 
convinced since the high for the day was p 
a nd the low for tonight 76, which doesn t 
to me. Well, we got the clouds but that w 


Monday, August 19th, 19 57 


Memorandum: 

And so somebody in plantation circles died 
which took the painters away for another day and 
so I continue sitting in the midst of the con- 
fushion to which, strangely enough, 1 do not 
grow accustomed. 

Carolyn telephoned frm Natchitoches this 
morning at 6 30, saying she was heading South 
and asking if she might pick up the Reading Machine 
and return it for another and I allowed as how she 
might. 

I handed her a cup of chocola te as she came 
to a halt SO minutes later and as she drank, I placed the 
machine in the car, and within five minutes she 
was on Iter way to make a 10 o'clock appointment for 
turning the movie. And ten minutes later , I. H. 
took off for BatonRouge for a Board meeting. He took 
Alton Johnson and some other Southern University youth 
with him. Alton, by the way, has just won another 
one thousand dollar pripe for car designing which 
suqqests his initial effort of years back continues 
to flourish in originality and power to persuade 
the judges. It seems to me this was a Chrysler 
prise and not General Motors which he has be successful 
with), too, as I recall. 

A new wrinkle in the Cardinau case comes to the surf 
which' gives the murder a slightly novel twist. There 
seemfd to be some confusion in a. H.'s mind when telling 
me of the episode, as to whether the boy was a son of 
Cardinau or a step son, and now it turns out, according t 


Without knowing athing ^bout it, I assume that one or another 

of the fuses in the machine is either not working o is perhaps 

tot a lly absent. Naturally I regret the failure of the thing 

to function but perhaps this is as good a time as any for 

a new machine, delivered by hand, to require reppairs for 

there is a chance that Mr. Bridges may get up this way this 

week and this can be a prise exhibit of the point I have 

been trying to put over for some time, to wit, that 

even as Manhattan has typewriter repair men who.make rounds of the 

offices fo keep the machines in order, so the Welfare Department, 

as agent' for the Libra y of Congress, should have a man 

touring the State or perhaps L 0 uisiaua and Mississippi, 

to put the reading machines in order and not only keep them services 

for the convenience of the users but also to save the wear aiid tear 

on the machines when circumstances require them- to be shipped 

to BatonHouge for a going over. Obviously a machine, perfectly 

repaired, is likely to be out of wh^ck by the time it has 

negotiated the hazards of Parcel Post or American Express since 

machines of such delicacy simply cannot stand the rough 

treatment any package gets through such media-of, transportation. 

If a machine, brand new and handled with the ultimate in carefulness 
needs attention on its delivery, how much more likely is 
an old machine, exposed to the rigors of the common carrier, 
likely to be imperfect. 

And now I'll see if I can find Meet the Press or Face the 
Nathion a nd a ttempt a d a b of shut-eye a gainst.the morrow and the 

painters........ 
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there 
man ' s 


my informant, —Carmen, -who knew of the faily for 
years, that the boy was indeed both. And here is f 
how that strange bit of geneology works : The boy s 
motlier was married to somebody and the man was ill 
could be no children by such a union but 
wife was seeing Cardinau frequently and 
lady's husband was amazed when he learned his wife 
was pregnant, the result of the pregnency being 
a boy. Eventually the husband died or was divorced and 
the lady married Cardinau, already the actual father 
of her child but in the eyes of the Law merely the step¬ 
son of the husband of her second marriage. Hence 
the confusion as to the status of the youth, now 18, 
and how the writers of ancient Greek tragedy could go to 
town on such a set up. 

Maison and Blanche are growing so fast they will 
soon be outside the kitten stage. ^aison is now 
bout twice Blanche's size a"d not only eats 
a hearty meal here three times a day but also courts 
the cook for hand-outs on the ledge of the kitchen 
window. 

And speaking of the cook reminds me to say that she 
spoke of her sister to me today, her- sister being the 
wife of the Dark Duke. It seems the latter didn t 
tell all yesteray when mentioning his wife s dying nerves 
and drooping spirit. According to the cook, her 
sister hasn t stopped bleeding yet- since the birth of her 
last b a by t(Bo months ago. It seems mighty odd the hospital 
would discharge the woman in such a. condition, and doubly 
outrageous wh,en, as I learned, she h.ad returned to the 


hospital a 
sent home. 


month after the 
It all brought 


child was bi 
b a ck the cal 


in 1940 when.he w a 3 discharged from 


nd was a gain 
Elam Brown 
^oital 

while still having a tube in his chest cMWhing off fluid. 

Qf course Elam died after a few days and I alw a ys th.ought 

the hospital and doctors in the case should have been 

hailed into Court a nd fined a plenty. The present 

child is the 6th or 7th the lady has brought forth and therefore 

is no no ice in such matters. How the medical profession does 

function on occasion . 


Tuesday, August 20th, 1957. 


Uemorandumx 

I only regret 1 haven't 
picture of me to send to you 
note. 


a candid camera 
as I knock off this 


The murals are hidden by sheets. The bed stands in the 
middle of the room. So does the grandfather s clock. 

Except for the armoir in one corner and 
a tabourtt on which this machine stands aiid 
a chair in which I sit, there s nothing else 
in the room and the whole picture is one of 
wonderful disorder. 

For some reason, the workmen did not cement in 
the places in.the living room fireplace that 
required repairs and thus it wasn t possible to 
put things in order in that room either and so 
the confusion in one room is equal to that in the 
other. As Joe Chevalier is about 70 and has been 
considered first rate in carpentry, painting and 
general.household repairs, 1 assumed he was taking 
care of the chimney in all good time but when it 
came fie o clock tonight and signs of going 
home were in evidence, I summoned ooe and his'helper 
and asked about the chimney. Joe seemed amazed 
that I wanted it put in order. I manifested equal 
astonishment thathe had taken care of the matter 
before he began painting. - J et result : the 
chimeny was repaired before both gentlemen 
departed. How that this has been accomplished, 

I am hoping the chimney maybe all ship shape. 

Still no card from the widows and old. maids 
on the L as Vegas jaunt. They must be having too 


U * 
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Wednesday, August 21st, 1957 


Memorandum : 

I am about to cease complaining about 
the confusion about the boudoir. The work inside the house 
was just bout accomplished, so far as splashing paint was 
concerned, at supper time, after which I began 
cti other day by eliminating newspapers from the floor, 
sweeping, moving stuff backwards and forwards in the process 
a nc’ gradually getting things around 

• 

he draperies which before the paint job looked white 
now appear to be unbleached linen, suggesting that one 
thing leads to another and so thing swing along. 


wonderful atime to write• 

I think «/. H. must have had one of his 
rougher mornings at sun rise this morning when 
too mai y of the plantation workers never 
showed up and those wfyo did would have 
better off, lad they remained in bed, 
with the hang-over3 
J. H. sent for Fug „ n 
because he was sick 
a couple of minutes a 
It seems he remaned h 


been 
what 

'they brought out with them . 
bou who had remained at home 
", I saw him on Sunday for 
nd he was as high as a kite• 
igh all moifday and was 
ng. I don t see how they can 
er seeming to want to 
e, stays t drunk much of the 
Fu‘ ahou s mama is 
ntinuously, according to 
< ought to know, Maude s 
r helper of the! artist, 
y and went to Fu^qbou's 

_,ce them for drinking and 

they wlii'pped him soundly and headed him back toward 
Little River with his brolter, Pal, (Pal) who 
has also been high, off-.and on, for years. This 
is the only family I know in which fine members, 
made nrf up of two brothers, their sister, her 
husband and the husband s mgter, all staggering 
from one drunken brawl to another. 

ing Hunter must have been drunk, too, for 
he appeared au Yucca about 8 o'clock to 
p n y me a dollar her had borrowed. He always 
pals back on a Saturday anything be borrows during 
the week but never before Saturday and so I 
suppose he thought Tuesday was Saturday. Anyway, 
he said he was resting today and he certainly 
looked as though he needed .something of the sort. 
The Dark v uke and Charlie burner didn t show up at 
work this morning either. They took the Dark 
Duke's wife to the hopsital in Shreveport yesterday 
and must h a ve folicked all the way back home after 
le wing her. Surely the dog days are upon the 
plantations at the moment and things ought to be 
real good a week or two hecne when cotton beings 

rolling ...... 


the fact that 
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I planted some at a place in Arenboug when one 
wouldn't be likely to look for thm and these are 
flourishing even more mightily than the 
Yu ca ones so I think 1 may have the splashes of 
regardless when r ilgrimage time arrives. 


red 


Fuj n bou took himself to 
'see if he could find out why 
The doctor told him he ought 
It has always puzzled me how 
for days on 'end suddenly find 


the doctor yesterday to 
he is feeling so terrible. 
to 'get a lot mbre rest. 
people who stay drunk 
themselves wondering 


they 


are 
doctor's 


it. 


feeling terrible. In my opinion 
advise was so wrong for on the strength of 
week or two off, so far as work is 
when confronted with endless 
will be hitting the bottle harder than 


why 
the 

Fug a bou will take a 
concer . ed and thus, 
time to do nothing, 
ever. ' 

Theartist called me in the middle of the afternoon 
to ask if she could bring me a picture on which she 
needed my advise. I told her to r ema n at 
home and that I would pass that way to see her, —that we 
had too many painters here at the moment. She 
called my attention to a picture she had just completed 
that showed a "So-Say-shun" in progress, —a Church in 
the background and scads of people on a frolic in the foreground. 
Sht allowed has how she had painted it on a board her sister 
h a d brought her and saidshe had studied up the design 
during the night. She doesn t know that I know the person 
who brought her the boards and it wasn t her sister. 
a nd 1- remarked on how pretty I found the church but r estrained 
myself from asking her, as I wanted to, when she had 
taken to painting Louis XIV windows in her Churches. 

I assumeone of the ladies occupying the camp behind Fugabou’s house 
brought the matierals an.d the artist must have asked one of 
the lady’s to sketch in the scene, accounting for the presence 
of the unHunter-like windows. 


I reckon this memo 
one’s written late. 

I shall not do so b dly 


may well be classed as 
Forgive me. Perhaps 
on the morrow....... 


among the dulls r 
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Thursday, August BSnd, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

The weathercontinues sort of 90-ish and 
dreadfully dry bui) the humidity is down to 36 and 
so the heat doesn t seem so bad but the gardens 
are beginning to look on the seamy side. 

The letter from Helon Hughes from Little Rock 
seems to set the seal on the completing of th_e 
slightly w a ck circle they have made during 
the past few years, Serasoto, flew Orleans, Lake 
Charles, Hew Orleans and b a ck home. Hone of 
it has made any sense to me up to now but I am 
glad that they are back home again where I am 
hoping they may get their feet on the ground 
for a while at least. 


It \s pleasant to h a ve the house more or less in its 
customary order although one more inc redib'le 
wrinkle had to be inroned out before I was 
finished with the painters .and they could begin 
slapping on the white stuff at the big house. . 

This morning they began their day by concentrating 
on the b a ck gallery, —their task to 
do the doors giving into the hapel and 
the ones on the opposite end of the 
gallery. I left them to their own d&vises and 
was only vaguely surprised when, after concentrating 
on some gardening matters, I returned toward Yucca from the 


opposite side of. the house to see 
toward the big house. I asked if 
and they said they were. And so, 
I stepped out on the b a ck gallery 


them heading 

they were already finished 
on re a ching Yucca, 
to admire their handiwork 


1 sueppea uuu an vnc u -. n, j 

only to discover that they had neatly painted the hapel side 
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of the gallery but hadn't touched the opposite end. 

j suppose if, when painting a room, I didn t put my 

h a nd on each one of the four sides of the room, they 

would paint merely three sides, or perhaps two, or, 

for all I know, only one. Thye didn t seem to like it 

much when I sent for them and pointed out the half 

of the job they had ignored. They were as resentful has 

an occasional culprint T have caught up with in 

the act of lifting something, the attitude on 

their part being that I should be ashamed of myself 

a nd apologise to them for having caught them red handed . 

Brother, am I glad that this round of painting 

is over. What they do by wat of the big houqe, I 

don't care ,and if the La.s Vegas number doesn t like what 

she bumps into in .that section where she will receive 

at Pilgrimage time, then she can worry with the paintj pots 

for I c.m quite indifferent as to what they do or don t 

do from here on out so far as this season goes. 

A letter from James mentions his impulse to do 
abook on Isaac Erwin. I shall be glad to lend him a 
hand since I have all the materials c ncerning that 
gentleman, including much of the diary, etc., 
but my guess is that unless the biography is 
handled in a veri unusual way, no publisher would be 
interested in printing it. But perhaps that doesn t 
m a tter. , Perhaps the important thing is that 
concentration on such a work would provide the 
household witli something to concentrate on for 
year or two and thus cement the marriage habit 
a little more tightly which seems to me advantageous 
for both sides. 

The artist came to see. me this morning, hoping to borrow 
a little against some future picture. Two oarx hours later 
when going in the gneral direction of the store, I 
saw her heading toward the zinnia bed and I called to 
her in order tltat I might not startle her after she had begun 
gathering a bouquet which I felt instinctively she was 
intending to do. She explained she had been hoping I would 

come along so ( r‘ ' - v * -* 1 - ---- 

So the artist i 
and everything 
in other mattei 
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come along so she could ask me if she might have some zi nnias, 
So the artist's house has a fine bouquet tonight, I reckon, 
in .the floral line is just fine fnnot 
. . surroundings...... 


Friday, August SZrd, 1957. 


they 


Memorandum : t 

Another week is about played out and 
although much that occupied much of my time this week 
will have to carry over z into next, —painting and 
such like, still, I'm glad the major portions 
of such undertakings are behind and not ahead of me. 

Somewhere I got the impression that Mr. Bridges 
and Miss Ramsey along with other? were planning 
to shoot movies in Natchitoches today and were 
"studying about" coming to see me. Well, it 
is still early, not yet 9 p.m., and so perhaps 
will. 

Tomorrow is the Claudia Williams wedding 
a nd‘great will be he concourse at the Cathedral 
and the reception, I reckon. Ora tele phoned 
me this noon to say that J. n . Williams, as father 
o'f the bride, had asked her to get in touch with me 
to inquire if wedding guests from the home if the groom 
of Quincey, Illinois, might indugled in an 
afternoon tour at Melrose. I received them,-- 
8 or 10 of them and found them very nice although 
one of the gentlemen in the group was rather more 
boistrous than I should have expected. He rqng 
the big bell on the East side of,the African House, 
always disressing since it summons everyone on the 
plantation for miles to a fire, and after that incident 
had been adjusted, he placed an.d exploded a fire¬ 
cracker in the mouth t of the olfax cannon, making 
a great racket on a hot, dry afternqon. Everyone 
present wds quite sober and seemed deceptively 
civilized which made the bell ringing and 
explosion that more astonishing. I manifested 
not the slightest amusement at either performance. 

It was good to see Ora again but I was 
~ a little a'lramed at her figure for she is either 


irs in her immediate 
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getting extremely hippy or else she is wearing 
a maternity dress that is tossing her figure 
a bout in such a fashion as to make her appear al 1 
How twice a grandmother, she would be unfortunate 
indeed if she were to be pregnant, not because 
she has grandhcildren h t because her last two 
attempts at having children nearly killed her. 

Just before 0r a }}ad her Quincey cortege arrived, 
Billy Hinton and three sons, his wife and mother 
arrived. They were heading for Lake Charles 
from Ster'lington where they live, some dozen 
miles from Conroe. I always liked ■‘illy very 
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;y\v p. s. 

Envelopes are sticking madly these days before 1 
jet au empty one open to insert a memo 


can 


much 


and his mother is equally grand, 
alright, too, but a simple soul. 


His wife is 


/ 


I told Ora today I thought 1 had a case in 
which her husband might represent me if I decided 
to file suit agains Sears, Roebuck and Company. 

1 ordered some paints from said house, totaling 
$£.91 cents and I was impressed but puzzled by 
the size of the package-arriving in today's post. 

On unwrapping it, I discovered that they had sent me 
not only the paints but had also included a catalogue, 
one of which 1 already have, the thing being about the 
size of the Manhattan telephone book and therebye 
increasing the postage and various postal 
charges from the price of the merchandies, $£.91 to 
$3.80. Wouldn t you think! could collect 
something on that. Of course, I should prefer to 
h a ve them settle the thing out of Court. (Smile). 

C ’ 

It seems to me it has been a long time since 
last 1 heard from Bob Segleau. Perhaps he is currently 
touring Europe. And with all the hubbub, I am 
once ring if I sent you the letter from James reporting 
that Miss v ormon had s'lcpped a mor ' t Cace on Briarwood 
to pay for the printing of the ' WildYlowers, what wi 'iTi 
the Alexandria banker having, withdrawn is offer to 
finance publication. Surely Carrie did a wonderful 
piece of business when she let fly at the Leutcher- 
Starks, Hodges, Storms and so on. How oddshe should 
work herself into such an impossible situation. I 
must write her a letter designed to push away some of 
gloom that logically would be but rob a bly isn t 
casting shadows over thebriarwood sky...... 




the 


Sunday, August £5th, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

A quiet, hot, dry, pleasant week end and 
here's hoping at least the quiet part obtained at Lyme. 

The Las Vegas girls travel six or seven hundred miles on 
Friday to reach home in time to catch, some sleep and so be 
up and doing in time for the Williams wedding on 
Saturday morning. 

I saw Celeste for a few minutes on Saturday 
morning and she said the trip had been darling 
but that she had developed a cold and the latter was evident. 

She said they-had a darling time in L a s Vegas and thatsix 

people usually played at whatever gaming she and her four girl 

friends indulged in, —the five of them and a peffectly 

darling man representing the gaming establishment. I 

suppose he as especially darling because she is accustomed at home 

play with the four people with whom she was playing at 

Las Vegas which at least lent novelty to the presence of the six 

player whom, of course, none of the five had played with before. 

Of course the house rather than the players won but the huse 

must win to keep going and everybody had set money a side for 

entertainment anyway and the gaming provided that. Five 

ladies chasing from Louisiana to Nevada, all five of them together 

playing with a representative Of the house which must have 

been quite flattering to the professional gamster to think 

five biddies would go to so much trouble on his account. 

Nobody went outside the hotel because it u as hot outside 
and the lobies were cool and simply darling. 


AS for the wedding, it was perfectly darl ing on 
Saturday morning at 11 and so was the reception which 
followed, after which Celeste went to Manaura, picked 
her mama and returned home. 


up 


At dinner and supper today b heard much about the 
costumes the brideq maides wore, the food served at the 
so on. But T didn t hear anything about 
ever gone *else is talking about. Some of 
among the long list of wedding guests, 


one episode 
the- youths 
decided to 


reception 
which 


at 
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Monday, Auguast S6th, 195? 


Memorandum 


- It is so pleasant, just glancing in the 
direction of the armoir where all of today's 
incoming post is awaiting the advent of tomorrow, 
including a letter by air from Lyme, 

For a change, the secretaries- were on time today 
but the postman was hours late in making his rounds and 
so things in the correspondence department 
didn 't dovetail worth a cent. 


through 


In the same post with this memo goes a little 
Package . of persimmons, —all from Arenbourg, The 
ountiful rains of Spring and the recent heat plus drought 
has induced this year s crop to come into production 
much earlier than usual, fflien I noticed how fast 
the persimons on Arenbourg were ripening-, I figured 
I had better gather a few for you while they were 
still a little on the green side and get them 
packed this evening and shipped tomorrow for I 
assume they may not reach your ture hand until 
a bout a week from tomorrow, what with the labor day 
week, end just ahead, I suppose they may ripen 
in transit or shortly^fter arriving at their destination, 
I put a paper sack in the top of the box for your 
convenience and added a few sprigs of bay leaves 
from the neighborhood of the big iron pot and nothing 
else so that if you should discover, on receiving the 
package, that it gives signs of over-ripene3s, 
you may chunk it in a strash can in full rea. ization 
that you will have missed nothing, for a new sprig 
°S b a y leaves can always be sent along Inhenever 
you may eare for them, 

I got around to add some things to the front wall 
of this house today by way of decors, --some big gourds 


‘Also this afternoon came Ed and M artha somebody, 

Ed being with one of the Natural Gas companies and *artha, 
his wife, being secretary to Dr. Smith of the 
Pecane Experimental Station in Shreveport, I 
liked them both and shall probably hear more from them. 

And so the week ends and begins again and 
now I shall turn to see if 1 can fish out something from 
the air w^ves such as Face the s 'ation or Meet the Press and 
that, -*■ t ust, will finish off the day...... 







T 
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about half the bolls open and they will give a pretty touch 

of harvest time, too. 1 shall not hang up 

the peppars for another couple of weeks as they 

are 3till growing and haven't all turned re-red as yet. 

Since Mr. Bridges threatened to honor me with a visit 
"sometime in »ugust", I rather expected I might have 
news of him today but nothing came from 
either Mr. B. himself or Miss Ramsey. Perhaps they 
are both concentrating on movies. The last time 
I heard Carolyn mention a tentative schedule 
for doing the Hatphitoches Pilgrimage publicity, 
it would be over ‘the long week end of Labor Day when 
she hoped I, S. Willard would be out of town 
so that she might occupy her maisonette . but I. S. W. 
to I'd me when she called the other night that she expected 
to spend the ■ abor D a -y week end in town which 
ought to help change thp P.amsey plans somewhat, if, 
indeed, they haven t been changed several times since last 
I heard them spelled out. I am sure the time has 
run out that would have allowed color picture 
to be incorporated in any picayune issue prior 
to Pilgrimage and I only hope the black and white 
stuff for other newspapers doesn t drag along 
to the point that it will be too late also. Carolyn 
is entitled to one excuse, the atchitoches laides 
haven t yet made up their minds what houses are going 
t6 be on the Pilgrimage and naturally any articles 
including such points c uld scarcely be stirred up 
before one knows which ones are to be included, outside 
of Melrose hnd C’aklawn. But a feature ptory might 
have been done on Oakland, which is also a positive, 
and months ago I suggested one or two stories having to do 
with the, neighborhood that might serve 

a s publicity although not.actually ear-marked as such, but 
the middle of October seemed so far away at that time. Well, 
that is one thing I don t have to consider my problem, 
although I should think-'Carolyn would give especial 
attention to it since 3he is expecting the ladie3 
involved to do something nice for her by way of 
autograhing parties for the bow .made by her book 
on September 23rd but that, too, isn't my problem. 

1 Painting goes on at the big house and cotton 
picking began in the fields today and I am impatient 
for the morrow for a chat with Lyme........ 


Tuesday, August 27th, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

How nice to be able to read, your air mail which 
arrived in yesterday's post and to learn that although 
mighty busy, things are jogging along alright at 
Lyme. 

And May I thank you for returning my letter 
of the 18th which should have been addressed to Miss Kate 
Perkins. I kept my weekly letters going in several directions 
in spite of the bubbub attendant upon the topsy-turvy situation 
occasioned by the paint job bijt since it is said that 
it seldom rains that it doesn t pour, it is a 
lamentable coincidence that on Monday when I mailed 
quite a stack of week end letters, there was one which 
was handed b a ck to me by the clerk becuase it bore no 
address on the envelope. As you have already guessed, 
this was my Avgust 25th letter to her, and so I took 
the one of the 18th you so kindly and so promptly returned 
nd placing it with tike one of tike 25th, added a little 
note to the two successive Sabbath letters, and got 
them into a single envelope and sent them on there 
way. There u/as q. cqrd from Miss Kate in today's post 
which 1 didn t get round toread but I imagine she is 
expressing conern that L have failed her on at least one 
Sunday. 

At the coffee hour this morning, Celeste told me she plans 
to go to Alexandria in tike morning. Tt seems the General and 
wife will be coming up to that city where the General 
is to make a speech and Celeste will dine with 

her sister-in-law. It isn t known if the Baton Rouge-ites will 
be coming on .up here for slipper and to spend the night or not. 

The big houqe is in such an upset condition and the smell 
of paint so s trong, they would be well advised to skip 
an overnight visit, I should think Eut far be it from 
me to make any suggestions on that score. 

The artist came to see me rather early this morning. During 
the night she had painted a cotton gin scene, approximately 
f feet by 4 feet which ia have installed on the wall 
to the right of the boudoir door .giving . an the front 
gallery, —just under the stock of the Kentucky rifle and the 


l 
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Wednesday, August 28th, 1957, 


powder horn you may recall as being just above said door. 

It's a good c mposition, —the picture, with much blue sky 
a nd some white clouds, somewhat organdie-like in texture, 
a big red gin and a hugewagonful of cotton in the 
immediate foreground.. The artist said she would like to 
borrow twenty dollars against her OlcAge Pension check which 
is due next Tuesday for she has some teeth s/.e wants 
extracted wit out suffering throung until her check 
arrives. t seems to me I can recall two or three occasions 
when she has had all her teeth extracted and two or three 
new "racks" made to substitue for same. But c s she is 
always prompt inp a ying back her borrowings, - unique 
among people of her order, one never has to give her a hand 
financially to tide her over to Old Age Pension 
check time, even though some of her reasoning for 
borrowing, a s in the present case, appear slightly 
unimaginative or fantastic, as may happen. 

A telephone from the Editor of the Enterprise this 
morning brought forth a request that I do a bit of 
"planting" in the days immediately ahead in a field 
in whichnti impulse to run for the V. S. Senate might spring up 
in J. H.'s mind. It seems that a number of his friends 2 bout 
the State feel that J. H. should consider such a possibility, 
primarily because they feel he woulcf make a good,one but 
so far as is known, the matter hasn t been discussed with 
him and it has been felt by several of them that some 
planting of seeds on .my part would be helpful. In their 
opinion, the Long magic id 11 be low whenever it is Russel 
is next up for election and bes des, for no reason 
most people ca:i imagine, Russel wants, to forego the Senate 
for the Governor's chair, a nd it is felt o'. U. would 
m^heexcel'lent timber for the Senator’s seat. Pers nally 
I doubt if J. H. would ever consider .running for any 
public office a^d. I doubt very much if he would ever 
receive interim appointment, should the e be such a thing, 
sinceGovernors are likely to appoint themsleves or 
some of their more intimate political assoc iates than anyone as 
independent as J . M , Be that as it may, it is interesting 
to know that a segment of State leaders are fiddling 
with the idea.......... 


Memorandum : 

Hot-hot and dry-dry .. 

• 

Celeste drove to Alexandria this morning 
and telephoned back that the . General and wife 
would not come for supper, plans having been made 
for them to sup here, following the General's noonday 
speech. And so, as usually happens in such cases, 
the General arrived in time for. supper, his wife 
having returned with Celeste earlier but she did 
not join us to sup at the big house. I went 
over for £ minutes tp Celeste ’s to say Howdy 
to her and that was that. 

The General . had an opportunity to make 
a. tour of the plantation before supper and he 
lingered at t z ble after the others had gone to 
chat with me. He had much to tell about the 
strike of the United Mines Workers at the Ethyl 
plant in Baton Rouge. The strike last 49 
days during which time he was able to get. home 
but 5 nighs out of the 49. They expect more 
difficulties in February when the current 
labor contract runq out. .He said little Stephen 
is better and didn t seem depressed regarding 
his physical status g.t the moment, 

In view of the lateness of our sitting, 

I missed tonight's 6:15 to 7-05 news broadcasts 
but I'll catch up with events at 10 o'clock. 

I heard this nocn the + ’ r 1scc:r-'v. hed el?c*vd 
' R -publ ’.? ’ S. * ■ r C g: r.: - ' w. 

I fear this ribbon is misbehaving and I'm 
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hoping it doesn't make reading too difficult. 

. Frankly, I haven't anything important to say and so, 
if you are having difficult with the script, 
don t try your eyes on it, for, by skipping 
it, you will have lost nothing. 

The hum of Industry issued from the direction 
of the gin today for the first time this season. 

Cotton is beginning to roll and from now until 

pecanes are harvested., I -shall have n-o one to 

lend me a hand in the gardens. And this doesn t matter 

so much since the drought is holding b a ck 

growth generally. 

I harvested more gourds today and suspended them 
along the b a mboo polls just under the £cves on the 
front gallery. One of the sugar gourds weight 
32 pounds and a companion weighed 35. .As I usually 
suspend about 10 or 1 5 gourds on each of the 
pole between the pillars, you may easily imagine each 
pole must be prepared to support at least a couple 
of hundred pounds at harvest time. The sun beginns 
to lessen the weight rapidly, however, after they 
have been hung up so that the total of, say, 2 50 
pounds of gourds is reduced by about 2 00 to 22 0 pounds 
within a matter of weeks. 

I noticed today that, in the last panel, —the cotton 
gin, which the artist did for the boudoir, has a most 
peculiar quality, something that she never noticed, 

I am quite sure but I shall call her attention 

to it on the morrow. When one is looking at the 

picture at a distance of 2 or 3 feet, the center and 

lower section of the sky, occupying three quarters 

of he panel, appears gray, - gray clouds and white clouds, 

and blue sky a bove. When one views the picture from 

8 or 10 'feet, say from my esk or the side of my 

bed, the whole sky looks blue-blue and 

the gray clouds and much of the white ones seem to 

disolve into blue. Although nothing at all 

in a parallel manner, but almost as. remarkable, the 

change that deve'lopes as ones moves away f rom 

the picture, is almost like the seeming 

change of the eyes in St. Veronica's Veil. 

I suppose this a'lteraiong of the coloring must be due 
to a synthesisbrought about by a change in 
the directioii of light rays which probably operates 
as greater distance intervenes between the picture 
and the person viewing it. At the moment, this 
doings is quite magical. I'm hoping that when I varnish 
the thing, it will not eradicate this peculiarity,,,. 
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Thursday, August 29th, 1957. 


Memorandum : .3 

Again hot-hot, dry-dry. 

Two cards from Miss Kate indicate her failure 
to receive her accustomed Sunday letters. Thanks 
to your thoughtfulness in returning one of them 
3.0 promptly, plus the checking up on my last Sunday 
out-going mail, the poor dear has both letters by 
now and so is .relieved of-her anxiety. Don't you 
love, the way she w rites as in such phrases os.. , 

"I pray, etc.," It reminds me of her frequent inclination 
to send "love to you,, —or rather" love, ,etc., to you, 
the Henrys, etc." I think both combinations are so 
wonderful^, —"Love and so forth" and "I .pray and so forth". 

t 

I didn ,t see Madam Regard atcoffee time today a s 
she is in the bed, —arthritis and so forth. The 
lady doctor came dowji this noon and g a >e her some 
medecine that will ease her over her present difficulties 
and later will have some pictures made. 

Celeste pointed out to me that, there, were a great 
many i dvantages in living in town. She said she was 
going to see about having someone to 3tay with her 
mother, a practical nurse so that when she "has"to go to town, 
there wi-ll pe someone to look after hex mother.. . 

• 

I did not attend this afternoon's meeting of the Restoration 
Board but I had one of its members, - Eugene Watson, 
in mind at 3upper. J. R. mentioned• "Ch, by 
the way, I g a ve Gene Watson three dollarsAfor your 
fee as member of the Board when he to&JWe the otlter 
day tpat everybody had paid except you and &udie Lawton". 

I was frankly provoked and told J. H. I 
thought the least Gene Watson could have advised me 
of the charge w before going to someone not a member 
of the organisation to tellof the fee a?id to. accept payment 
on my behalf while I remained in the dark that there was 


mm 
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a)iy dues, and, needless to say, I have put three bucks in 
<i!i envelope and p'la.ced same on J. H.'s'desk. You may recall 
that Eugene and Arthur Watson have a common grandfather as 
J, H, in the person of old Joe Henry and I sometimes 
think Eugene Watson got plot of the disagreeable 
residue that some of the younger enrys received by 
inheritence. 

I was glad to see little Whitfield Jack 
this afternoon who came over to say Howdy with a boy friend. 
They had been at the camp a couple of days and were returning 
home this evening. They 3aid D'lythe is staying at the Jack 
home in Shreveport while their papa, General Whitfi'led Jack, 
is out in Nevada for the bomb testings going on there, 

I believe Frances went out to join her l^usband, 
stopping at — of all places —Las Vegas, 

Whit, Jr., returns to Washington and Lee next week . 

He said that quite aside from the primary purpose of 
his w visit, which was to say-Hojody, he wanted to 
tell me that if ever 1 decided to sell .the Hpnter 
picture of Jogh influence on one side- an,d a 

lady with a goat on the other, he would like to 
be the first to be advised of my intention. It 
is such a remarkable picture, I suppose I shall never 
dispose of it hut, were I to do so, 1 could think 
of few happier hands into which it might fall than 
Whit's. 

I heard something today that makes me laugh every time 
I think of it. Mme. Knipmeyer mentioned having bumped into 
some woman in town the other day who asked her 
if she knew anything a bout Melrose and that disagreeable 
mulatto down there who wouldn t let people visit . ttye 
place, naming me. "A disagreeable mu a tto", —don t 
you love that. 


I suppose the long week end will begin getting 
under way along out tomorrow. I am hoping 
there may be a measure of leisure about Lyme. Hr. 
Bridges will have to get a move on if he keeps his 
promise to get, up, with my Reading Machine and 
the tape recorder "sometime in August". I 
continue to hear nothing either from him or the movie 
producer. perhaps both are so tangled up in film 
they haven t been able to get untangled before 
the month r-uns out . 


Friday, August 30th, 1957. 


Memorandum: 

And a merry uey P. Long birthday to youi 

It wasn t until this morning that I realised today 
would be a State holiday, with ba)i ks and state offices closed 
in honor of the birthday of the Kingfish. It recalled to mind, also, 
that the first time I ever knew there was such a Louisiana holiday 
was when I chanced to be in New.Orleans on August 30th, 1938. 

And today is just as hot and dry as it was then. 

, » 

At 6 o'clOQk this mroning, I placed anote and three bucks 
on J. H.'s desk in the office, not seeing him about, but 
half an hour later, a youth appeared at my door. bearing the 
envelope with the three bucks enclosed, the youth saying : 

"The boss say 'Don't get mad',... .them places never 
tells you when you' se owing money and you don't owes nothin' ." 

I coffeed with Madam Regard, sitting along side her bed. 

Her daughter was in town for a hiar do. 

At 1 0:30 I was on the front- gallery hanging up more 
gourds, just p'luched from the gourd at garden when I heard 
somebody tapping at the window on the b a ck gallery. It 
was little MissRamsey, pausing momentarily on her jaunt 
from Baton Rouge to Marshall. She said the housekeeper in her 
father's home was waving lamps at him and it was her unpleasant 
duty to go home, pitch out the lady and round up another house¬ 
keeper over the week end. 

With Carmen having called me yesterday about Carolyn's 
where n bouts, with a view to doing the Pilgrimage 
publicity, she said she would call her from here but 
the line was busy. The\) Carolyn said she had, been thinking 
she could do an article a bout two Cane “iver museums for the 
Dixie-Roto to*get it in before mid October and what did 
I think a bout it. We ran over in our minds a half dozen pictures 
that would be suitable from the African House and the 
Oakland Plantation at Bermuda, whereupon Carolyn telephoned 
Mr. Ogden at the Picayune, she having discussed this 
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slant with his assistant. The conversation wilt Mr. Ogden 
was long. He said that what with all the rice, sugar, sweet 
potato and the Lord Knows what all festivals, the Dixie Xoto 
was just about jam-up right now for the post Labor Day 
issues to hi'liday time and so whatever he did would have to be 
limited. But he said furtherthat he did not want to 
do a "V museuty stuff at present anyipay but that he would do 
a personality thing about me and so I reckon that may 
appear in place of the museum piece, i'll let you know 
if and when such a move should be made. I suppose whatever 
n pears will be }n the October 6 (Sunday) issue, although that is 
only a guess. There is to be an article about Carolyn's 
book in a September issue, which ever date is nearest to the re¬ 
lease date, which, as I recall, is the £5rd. 
this and let you know. 


I 'll ask a bout 


garolyn was in such a'rush, she didn t sit down,and was 
off again, heading toward Marshall, within a few minutes. 

I telephoned Thelma Kyser this afternoon and got Joh. He reported 
fine vacation in,upper Michigan and Oklahoma, having secured 
lot of Indian photographs he wants me to see. 

'Then 1 talked with Thelma and got a premise out of her that 

she would this day write a letter to Mr. Hodges, asking 

if Ola May Word of.Shreveport might give a lecture 

with color slides of Hodges Gardens before the Old House 

group at Pilgrimage time. T don t understand what 

wtc all this is about but it has-something to do, about 

Ramsey-Word politics and I was glad to engineer it. Thelma 

3aid she knew I would be ^delighted to learn that Rosalind had 

just returned from Georqib. I should be glad to 

hear that I'm sure. (Smile). ' 

I got an American report on, European matters 
from Mr. Glass of Natchitoches, a slaesman who passes by 
the store weekly. He had taken a £ week round trip to 
Germany to visit his daughter whose husband is in the 
Army in Bavaria. He said everybody in Germany is working 
mightily but that nobody is doing a thing in France. 

I regret he didn't hqve time to fly on to Moscow so we might 
learn what is or isn t doing in that quartern* 

I reckon there will be no out-going mail on 
Labor Day but normal correspondence should l?e folowing along smoothly 
by Tuesday, I suppose. I do hope there isn t too much. 

Labor at Lyme this prolonged week end........ 


Sunday, September 1st, 1957 • 


Memorandum : 

• t 

Hot quite so hot, not quite so dry, for . 
tonight, about first dark, after a--full nr afternoon of 
cannonading from pn high,some water fell, —a pretty 
good shower, and so it is now copier. 

I had many interruptions from morning until night 
but. in spite of that I accomplished quite a lot of desk 
work, including a review for the nevrspapers of 
Carolyn's new book which I have never read-., and three 
or four .i columns, all of which seem to have escaped me 
momentarily until j pause to think, - of yes, - 
one on Editorial Hrrors, one on Putterf'ly Lilies, one 
on Gourds and. the fourt eludes my memory. 

I usually keep the doors giving on the front gallery 
closed during the day, it keeps the house so much 
cooler. I responded to an occasional tap and 
around £ o'clock, q ite shirtless, I quitted the 
typewriter to answer the door, where, to my surprised, I 
found Sister Frances Jerome, two other nuns and a n 
Alexandri school teacher. 1 rounded up some covering 

and bade them enter. Sister Frances is just 
as gay a s ever but is somewhat thinner, I think, she 
said she was en route to San Antonio from Washington D, C., 
and had broken her direct route to pause long enough to 
say Howdy. had, spent last night at the convent 

in nlexandrlcQ coming up here with her companions 
to church this morning and, after dining at the local 
convent, had come over here for a little chat before 
they took her to the train to resume her trip back 
to home base at Lady of the Lake College in Texas. 

I was delighted to see her and she and I talked while 
I plied her companions with cold cokes and 
occasional stories by way of entertainment. 
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My own 


dinner had been excellent as to fare but 
+, 0 air was electric, What with Madam Regard in bed and 
much complaints. by her daughter about the slavish 'role she 
to play for an unipprec iative husband. I always find 
such sessions just dandy for digestion. 


has 


I guess Sister F. J. remained a bout an hour and, after 
asking me to pay her respects to the people across the fence 
on whome she did not call, she departed. 1 thereupon 

resumed my labors when the head of th.e Cheneyville, La., school 
with wife and daughter, appeared. 1 dispatched them forthwith 
and, af\er resuming my plape at my desk, responded again 
to another knook, --Dr. McCook of /Jatchotches with 
some delightful people, man ajid wife, from Cologne on 
the Rhine. With .them, I made a little tour and so got 
mentally rested from my typing. At 5 my telephone 
rang. It wa3 Celeste, saying we were dining at 5:30 
instead of 6:30 because the Wenks were coming at 7. Just 
n s we finished supper at 6, the Wenks blew in and, it began 
to sprinkle. I assisted them through the paint pots 
to the big house as the rain began in earnest. They tossed me 
a n old .bath, mat for a covering and beckoned me to follow them 
in the direction of J. H.'s. f dashed through the 
rain but at right angles to their course, arriving pretty damp 
at Yucca but in a mood to knock off another article which 
I did. It is bound to be either dull or dreadful or both 
as the night wears along across phe fence and I must 
say I am delighted to have put myself right where I am. 


On Saturday evening, twilight, the artist tapped on 
my door. She asked if she.might bring two ladies over 
see her paintings. She might. But, of course, 

chance ever of a Cane L^aer resident travelini 


to seq her 
there s no 


on such occasions in small groups a nd so the two ladies 
turned out to be her boy friend, named Benjamin Metoyer, 
three mulatto ladies, two teen a ged girls r and three 
sort of 8 e ighteen-ish aged youths. I wg a delighted when 
I took paints to point out the portrait Wf Grandpere 
to his descendants for at the same moment, the teen agers 
caught sight of this week's copy of Life lying.on the 
sofa and they all glued their attention on it, exploring 
its contents as avidly as though they had never before or ever again 
might see a copy of Life 
to shift for itself. 


and Grandpere's portrait had 


The artist didn t mention what J. H. had tul ked 

JMrtie’Wett-atS body 

else h a lf an hour earlier here where the Bermuda road runs into 
the Melrose-Uontrose highway. So runs theweek end 
a nd may it have been less active at Lyme . 


8800 
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Monday, September Slid, 195? • 


Memorandum : _» 

Hot-hot and humid-humid. 

he rai n gage this morning showed an inch and a half 
of rain from last night's shower. Vegetation looks so much revived 
and I reckon cotton bolls, a bout half of which were opened, 
will now begin bursting apart at a great rate. 

The Wenks remained until after supper tonight but 
I should make a.^mark on the calendar that this was 
one visit in which varying degrees of insanity figured. 

Usually the sane periods go in cycles of about 11 days and 
this must have been one of the middle periods between 
extremes. 

I coffeed next door as usual at 9 and 
Celeste and I were joined first by Sister and then 
by Dee Hertsog who said that Maganolia had received but 
n slight sprinkle last night as against our inch and a half. 

Dee had arrived to pick up Celeste, what with both 
ladies heading out at 9:30 for Be a nfort Plantation where 
they planned spending the day at bridge, "Mother looking 
so much better". And so Madam Regard remained in her room, 
house servant being under the same roof until one 
o'clock or so, after which Mother could make it alright by 
herself alone. Surely this is a mighty strange manifestation 
of affection on the part of the daughter for her mother. Per¬ 
sonally, 1 should think the daughter^would, feel a little shamed facea 
about it but somehow sl^e has convinced herself that she is 
being very wise and very noble about the who'ld thing 
since it is only wisdom to do the Las Vegas stuff just 
s much as possible as against th.e time when Mother will 
expect her io be at heme wit} f.tr, ihtrebye denying 
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the right to frolic constantly which, I gather, is as basic 
as anything in the c onstitution and the first ten Amendments, 
the Mights of Man and whatever other Bills of Rights one 
can think of. 

The peculiarity of Louisiana holiday observance was 
manifested again today when four out of the town's five 
drug stores were open as usual and some of the general stores. 

Of course the plantation operated as normally as it ever 
does on a iy Monday which.isn't say ing too much but I was 
surprised to see that Coca-Cola trucks were making 
deliveries as usual. Whether any of these businesses 
functioned on Huey 's. birthday, the 30th, I know not, 

I believe it is a week from Friday that scenes for 
the current movie being made for ie YJe'lfare Department 
will be filmed in Hatchitoches. Perhaps Mr . bridges 
will venture up this way at that time, bringing 
. vast assortment of "sour flour, wheels und reels" as 
Ihe ante be'llum Hatches newspapers used to enumerate in 
notices of public auctions on the steamboat landing, I did learn 
from Carolyn when she passed northward the other day that 
she had not turned over my reading machine to the 
Department for the Blind during her last trip but had 
left it at a motel and, before he ing up this way, had advised 
that department, —the Blind, - to pick it up at 
said motel which, as- I understand it,- is ten miles donw 
the road in the direction of Hew Orleans. I am hoping 
Mr. Bridges may bring a new one with him along with the 
recording device but, as I understand it, he is a cuatious 
man and not inclined toward rushing in to t ings, so I 
shall thump my radio as a poor substitute until something 
shows up. 


And so, accordig to American custom in 
calendar matters, the summer season comes to a close and 
the fall season gets under way, —on a dull enough 
note, Heaven knows. 

I hold the thought that there was a measure of pleasure 
in Lyme over the week end and a dab of 
relaxation, to boot........ 


r.OBH 
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Tuesday, September 3rd, 195?. 


Memorandum : 

Cool and damp. 

It sprinkled some during the night and 
a half inch was registered in the gage. An equal 
re ding was recorded by noon today and during the afternoon 
a intermittent drizzled, added another half inch. 

.The opened cotton doesn t need the rain but the un¬ 
opened boll3 do and my side of the fence can take 
a l'l the dampness the heavens have to offer. The 
barometer is unsteady and the forecast for the 
morrow is cloudy to partly cloudy with widely 
scattered showers and a temperature of 9S against 
today's high of a bout 7S. 

This morning, a momentary downpour revealed a 
leak in the Yucca roof. a "d, thanks to some available 
sections of tin roofing, which I had "borrowed" 
from stock in the old store, I had something handy to 
save the new paint job in the bo doir ceiling. 

, I placed the great sheets in the attic, tilting them 
so they would drain off at the edge of the gallery and 
thus the .trick was turned successfully as a stop¬ 
gap and the materials can be seeji by nobody unless 
in the attic and as it requires a ladder to 
get up there, mighty few people are likely to 
discover the engineeering materials involved. 

I thought the weather provided an excellent 
excuse for undertaking a dozen minor repairs 
inside the house and although they represented 
tiresome piddling, I was delighted that they had 
been .taken care of, once the piddling was finished. 

It seemed to me an excellent opportunity, too, 
for training M a ison to go after food inside a boot. 

%?e Teamed readily enough and K I iaf let him play 
around inside as much as he plegsed. He now enters 
with casualness and backs out only when he is ready 
in spite of Blanche 's efforts to wedge herself in beside him. 
All this is in anticipation of Maison going under 
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surgery on Thursday when this little tom will 

enter the boot as usual but at that moment, 

the top of the boot will tighten a bout hi3 hips 

and a minute later, i-faiSon will back out, a tabby, 

so accustomed to the boot that h,e will assume that 

he has merely been participating in a game and probably 

will never realize he has been an operation patient. 


, I got a good laugh tonight at the results 
of much' doings yesterday and this morning with the artist, 

W e talked endlessly on two different occasions 
a bout a picture she was commissioned to do, --one 
in which a gray gin would figure in bold relief against 
•c pink sky. The color of the gin didn t really 
matter, we agreed and, if she felt so inclined, it 
might be just as pretty, should it turnout to be 
blue or whatever but we both felt a gray 
or a silvery painted one would be nicest, just 
so long as the sky was pleasantly pink and whether 
it had any white clouds in it or not. Of course, 
as you have already anticipated, she did the picture 
along the lines we had discussed, and sort of blue and 
gray gin and a jnahogny cart, heaped high with 
cotton and not the v a gue t hint o anything 
suggesting pink, red, scarlet in the heavens, 
but rath&r a leaden y a y sky stre+ked with brownish-gray 
clouds and so laughter, naturally, was 
inevitable. Miss Hunter was in an usually happy 
frame of mind without the aid of a stimulant, x think, 
although today was Old Age Pension check day. 

She simply had talked herself into a frame of mind that 
was prob a bly all pink so that any old color she 
dipped her brush into appeared pink enough to 
her with the result that she might well paint 
a real likeness of a gray battlership is she 
simply took the paint from the gin picture and 
stirred up something nautical instead. 

1 

Ark a nsas, notoriously the country's HqJ 1 hill¬ 
billy State, seems to be living up to the reputation, according 
E. R. Murrow's broadcast tonight about lltttle Rock schools.... 


Wednesday, September 4th, 1957 . 


Memorandum : 

might write a review <?; - J l t to me m order that I 
When I presented her'with a rial** qll ] te taken aback 

cu ad t ing •*/ naVing le f* ^oe where *** 

quo.es might be inserted. 


a couple of direct 


without 


^t.^l^oVuldn^Tmaintain thVblfk * 0 8t °/ y a " d worked on 

which she seems to take as a matter X ° S Ue deadl ^e 
pictures and the serial L„! wtter of course. The 
tomorrow morning 'dnd we ant r, t0 ^ 0rlea ns 

draft last night. * 90t aroBnd to o^r the first 

Mr. Ogden 9 werl changed on tel Taatt . er in Person with 

then return to Old Bonita un+l ^ ° r Ur ’ C 9 den * and ‘ 

f e iim Ct tha°t f 9 ***'* illustrations in aToleTf WiU 

in view of 'all -thill"^'shluldnH i C0 " °’ ily iv %9 in * and > 
th^e article never nets ? ? V* sur P ri sed If 

sdbedule would kill me but nossfhi S y C>l ° 

SU seems to take it as a Lttlr o/oofrse-J- iS "** li U 


it 
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Well, to make a long and tires me story Inger 
and more tiresome, let me go on to say that Mesd.ames Ramsey 
and Word, scheduled to arrive at 2 arrived precisely at 4:45. 
They had remained in town to get off the script and 
some pictures off to' Mr. Ogden with a letter saying 
the films shot this afternoon would follow in the next mail. 

Che colordd children I had kept around all afternoon 

were instantly in their places in the pews of the Chapel, the 

first ± item on the docket. Something happened to 

theflash outfit and nothing happened. By 5:15, the „ w 

ladies were off aga^t threatening to honor me ajan sometime 

Sunday. Mr. Ogden will he advised by 'phone that if he 

can hold up publication until Monday, he will get the additional 

films then. My gue'ss is that he will not wait and, as indicated 

a bove, I should he surprised not at all if he chucks out 

the whole s tory. 

Well, so much for the day's doings which didn t strike 
me as very profitable but it did afford me some excercise 
in making various preparations which turned ^out to be pointless, 
nd unscrjmbling things again which seemed likewise. The 
ladies, I suppose, are dining in Shreveport tonight and 
I hoping th,eir day doesn t seem to th>em as pointless as mine 
does to me. 


I listen with attention to the doings in kittle 
Rock and the doings of the Governor At breakfast Pat 
remarked that the one thing certain in that racket is that 
the G 0! j e rnor has gudranteed himself re-election.. Perhaps there 
will be another split in the Democratic Party in 19 60 which 
certainly ought to make things easy for Mr. !Jixoit or 
whoever is Republican standard bearer, 

I don't recall who once opined that "people get 
the Government they deserve". If the Southern hill billies support 
the formation of a 3rd Party in 19 60 and get a » ultra 
conservative Republican Party of riches for the few and crumbs for 
the many, they ca» thank themselves and thetr '■stupidity for 
what they get^ £ 

Our ra in^spell seems to have vanished, giving ’way to 
blue skies and viarmeir weather both of which seen very delightful, 
following our couple days of the pther kind I’m 
hoping it's nice in Lyme although it's a.little early yet for 
Indian Summer, I guess, 
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Thursday, September 5th, 195?. 


Memorandum : 

The weather vias so perfect all day that the 
o 2 one gave one added impulse to do no end of things and 
tonight it is socool and delightful ' f I am bound 
to arrange a musicale by St. Giggin s fountain, 
featuring Mozart, Tchaikovski and Freyer. If the 
telepathy department isn t working over time, 
it will be nobody's fault but cir umstances 
beyond Lyme's control. 

• I regretted to find Madam Regard looking mighty 
frail at the coffee hour although in a dressing gown, 
she did manage to make it as far as the front 
gallery but, as I learned later, went back to 
bed immediately. 


Celeste was distressed because the 
h a d mentioned the drowning of 
sister in a swimming pool■ in Alberqueque. 
h a d known her in school. 


morning radio 
ex-GoPernor Kennon's 


Celeste 


This noon the game I have been playing with 
Maison and Blanche on the front gallery, —extracting 
food from the boot, paid off. M a ison entered to 
get himself a fine pie cte of steak and the 
top of the boot closed about his hips from 
which he emerged, two seconds later, as 
a nxious as anything to get on with the steak. I 
reckon the momentary pressure about the hip section 
made him utterly unmidful of the operations 
a nd as soon as he had finished his dinner, he jumped up 
on my lap for a little siesta. He is about a 
third larger than his twin sister and now that 
he has become a tabby, he-will probably be twice her 
size wityin a few weeks. 


i;o 

Li 






! 
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Three letters from James came to hand 
and I am retaining two for material they 

1 contain which I may use in a column later. He 
mentioned in one letter that Kay was going to 
the Bluff during the last two weeks of the month 
and that he might get up to see me, September 
is going to be a little busy, ?ehrp a s Kay will 
not go, 1 hope. 

I seem to have developed a Denholme margin 
on turning the page and that reminds me it was good 
hearing from that lady. 

Reverting to James, he also mentioned in one 
of the letters that some shop in Hew rlshns is selling 
Hunter compositions at thirty dollars a throw, explaining 
that they are the work of ai old slave who s tags drunk 
bout half the time. That lady what" g^ve up being 
a Baptist in order to become a Christian would love that. 

I got a call from Carmen today, saying she had 
been appointed to get in touch with me regarding 
TV appearances on behalf of the Pilgrimage\ in 
Monroe, Alexandria and Shreveport. I m glad I 
declined that invitation to spqak in town on the 1st 
of October or whenever. I don t know which, of the 
IV things I shall accept, if any, but I do 
think three is a fairly large order, coming as these 
will at the time when T shall have'all 1 can say grace 
right here in preparation for the impending go-round. 
near as I can make out, there aren t any old houses of 
interest, except the Lemee House, that are to be 
open on this year's festival ’dates. Everybody 
things it's a wonderful idea to h a ve houses 
on the Pilgrin ge but nobody will go to the bother 
in town to open their homes. Surely the presence 
of Melrose and Oakland on the tour are about the only 
two places that makes the Pilgrimage possible. I 
think most people, out for a week end frolic, would find 
that just these 1 wo places would make the thing 
worth while but, in view of 'the lack of coogertion 
on the part of the town's people, 1 shouldn t be at 
fll surprised if this year's attempt'would be the last. 

And now to the mail and thence to the musicale 
, ; :id it will be pleasant letting my thoughts run in 
the direction of Lyme...... 


over 

As 


P.S. —Carolyn just 'phoned from Marshall. She talked 
with the Picayune today. They want to use gourd harvest 
at African House for front pageof Dixie Roto in color 
' / 

loith other shots in color which they must have all developed 
on Tuesday. Carolyn and Miss Word will come here for 
pictures Sunday. Hope camera is working. 


Friday, September 6th, 1957 , 


Memorandum : 


The 
share it 


weather is 
with Lyme. 


so perfect, I wish I might 


issue 
a map 
is to 
other 
seems 


Under separate cover, I am sending the 
Louisiana His'orical Quarterly or whatever it is called. 
There seems to be a picture or two in the front, 
which seems novel for that publication. In the 
same envelope, there are a couple of clippings, a 
duplicate of the one about Carrie on one side and 
Hodges on the other. I can t recall if I sent you a 
duplicate before or not. Tfie other clipping 
has to do with the Fort which cp peared in a June 23rd 

of the Shreveport paper, perhaps. Anyway, it has 
showing the place where the proposed fort restoration 
take place if sufficient fui\ds are raised. Perhaps 
papers h.ave shown the same thing but this map 
to be as clear as anything I have run across. I 
suppose 'the article itself is about the same as others which 
h a ve already come to hand. 

Mrs. Wood brought me the clippings this i fternoon. It 
would seem that her husband is making some business 
change and that they will move to Kansas or Alabama 
shortly. Perhaps I had better begin scurrying around 
for an African House hostess, although perhaps I would do 
just as well not to, for it just occurs to me 
that the nfrican House might be the ideal place to 
parK Rosalind during Pilgrimage. Anti racial as she is, 
the African House would be just the place for her 
and what with Miss Hunter up stairs, the set up ught 
to be perfect. 

I haven t had a call from Rosalind since, her return to 
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Sunday, September 8th, 195? 


Louisiana but somebody said she was back and that she 
had dined with Thelma and John on Sunday night, last 
past. 

Across the fence, things rock along much as usual, 
with Madam P e g ■"d venturing out on the gallery at 
the coffee hour. She walks wit considerable uncer- 
ta nty and is. agile ncugU m ■' ’'l-'y bn* r. ,V'w 
reminds one of a person not too long awakened from 
sleep, conscious of all going on about her but vaguely 
detatched. <. 


Memorandum : 

It wasn t supposed to rain yesterday and it did, and 
it was supposed to ioday and it didn t and was pleased 
all around. 

Mrs. Wood telephoned me on Saturday morning to 
say she is moving to Wichita, Kansas, or however one 
spells the name of that place. Among oMter things, 
he r* information spelled out the fact that Iftad better 
get busy to line up a couple of hostesses for this ^ 
year's Pilgrimage. I c'alled Ora and she siqd she 
thought she could if the World Series doesn t get in 
the way. Mr. Lester has asked them to come-to 
Milwaukee for the opening of the baseball business. 


She i showed most animation when we spoke 
of Father Wroble who is supposed to reach the Cane *iver 
country from Bihand tonight. I am looking forward 
to a quiet chat with him some time soon as he will be 
the first person with whom I am no friendly terms of 
long standing who has ventured beyond the Iron Curtain, 
and it will be especially interesting to learn how 
hi3 family, including his mother and several brothers 
and sisters, are making out and what they think of 
the world, they live in. 

I. tried an experiment in this week's column, 
also going forward under its usual separte wrapping. 

I thought - 1 would put something’ perfectly outrageous 
in the piece to see if anybody would notice it. It 
happens that two or three in-coming calls today ■have been 
from people I know but slightly and in the course of 
conversation, each person has remarked upon being one 
of the column readers and mentioned they liked th-e last 
line in the a rticle and nobody apparantly noticed the 
outrageous paragraph just above wherein • I remark 
that perhaps the biggest flurry, because of an error, 
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Half way through dinner today, FatherWroble 
put in an cppearance, and in all the ensuing excitement, I 
saw my half finished plate disappearing with its 
fork and so I never did get a nibble at the salade 
but as there is no great loss without some small gain, I 
did get two instead of one demi-tasse. 

Igot the impression he looked fine and, naturally, 
we plied him wit billions of questions. He feels its going 
to take a long time to "unlearn" a generation the cock¬ 
eyed concept they have about America. Haing had 'it dinged 
into their ears for so long that they are the ones who 
a re living in a worker's Paradise, the Poles find it 
impossible to belie e that anyone in America except the 
excessive-ly rich ar*% having anything but a horrible time. 

For instance, he said that even his family couldn't believe 
him when, in speaking of automobiles, he told them that 
there were millions of cars in the United'States and that 
laborers and field hands owned their own. He said that 
since the October revolution of last year in Poland,' 
things had eased a little, but very little, although things 
which we can t imagine as a blissful gain, is nothing short 
of thaft for the Poles, as, for exa pie, they Still do hiot 
dare to converse in public on a 1 y su ject for fear of 
being hauled off for subversion but they do now feel, 
and this is a great blessing, that they are able to express 
thoughts and opinions within the sanctum of their own family. 

He said he had no difficulty getting int'o or out 
of the - country and • did not feel he was being shadowed. He said 
the greatest financial evil is the necessity to bribe everyone 
in any transaction whatsoever. He cited two examples, as 
in the case of his appearance at the desk of a ho Lei 
where he asked for a room. The clerJc said he could 
take care of him alright as he had a place in a room 
with seven other people. As •these rooms were small and 
sleeping almost impossible, and as he had al eady learned 
the Black Market custom, he told the clerk he wanted a room 
by himself, expecting, i s did happen, that the clerk told 
him there were no vacant rooms and the only■ space 
available was with the other 7" people, these rooms being 
limited to the accommodation of 8. Then the clerk was 
told that a bank note had been placed under the desk 
blotter, just in hopes in might inspire the clerk to 
be more diligent in his search for a s ngle room, — 
and one was immediately forth-coming.. In restaurants, unless 

the waiter.gets an expec ial handout before you a re seated at table 
you can sit at your table for hours, eally, and never get served. 


Memorandum 


Tucked awpy in the armoir is a very special letter 
which came in today’s post. The three ring circus which 
the sec retar iat'has taken on in the time just before 
school opening, what with cotton rolling and al1, I 
may have to leave the letter in its safe nook for a day 
or so but in the mean time, my heart will be bubbling 
over with delight in the sheer knowledge of its proxmity 
a nd the pleasures awaiting me when things get 
right side up again in &cretarial s circles. 

This morning T telephoned Pat’s girl friend, 

Juanita Barbaroose and invited her to serve with Ora as 
my hostesses at Pilgrimage time. She seemed 
delighted at having been asked and Pat, himself, got 
in touch with mq later to say he really appreciated 
my kindness. I an vaguely puzzled b all this gratitude, 
especial ly % on the part of the lady for it’s a tif^§ome 
jobt receiving endless numbers of people, I 
think, but 'perhaps the ladies get something out of it 
that I don t appreciate since being invited to serve seems 
to be one of the aspirations of society generally. 

And speaking of telephones reminds me to s ay that 
on Saturday night 1 had a call from a negro who lives 
somewhere \n the Parish, — I'm not sure just where. 

He said he got m y number from the a artist and h<^ 
wanted to tell me that although he doesn't read, ^ 
his children and his grandchildren read for him and 
that he always enjoys my column and wanted to say as much. 

I didn't catch one thing when he first mentioned it, 
that he liked the one in whicjt '/ mentioned a "pilli- 
can", but'I soon converted tj/*e word into pelican and 
we went ahead . He hadJja^ Se alot to say about the 
gooster and the fri z^foc^phiakens and said he had 
some of the latter ap€ that if I should like to 
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Tuesday, September 10th, 1957 


have a pair of the frizzled variety, he would be delighted 
to have his boy fetch me down a pair, which I thought 
very kind. 

Blythe, of all people, showed up this afternoon un¬ 
announced, bringing some lady with her. She parked at 
the side gate and within five minutes, Celeste came over 
for a chat and remained until the ladies left. 

Blythe brought me some pudding which, 1. shared with, 

Madam Regard and Celeste and some white which 1 did not. 

Blythe says she has spent f ten thousand dollars 
on her new home and still doesn t like it and 
wonders if she will not perhaps end up b. returning 
to he old home which she hasn't sold as yet. 

She s.ays she has been sue$ to a big house all the 7 0 

years of her life and can t get accustomed to 

the narrow hall in her new place, explaining that 

whenever she steps inside, it appears the waJ Is are 

going to fold in on her and crush her. I told her I 

once had a cat that suffered fromClausterphobia and she started 

be^'ing at me for comparing her with a cat. 

Celeste asked her to join us in the Pilgrimage 
doings and I imagine perhaps she will. She 
says she intends beginning to spend time at the camp, 
a nd 1 suppose that on the mid-Octobe• week end, 
she might spend Saturday night there to rest up between 
sessions over here. Perhaps she meets lots of people 
at .such, a thing and recognizes old friends. Cue 
isjbound to encounter such adquaintances but 
it^brikes me one has to meet too many uninteresting 
unknowns before encountering int jesting old friends 
to make such an investment of one s time and 
energy but Blythe seems to have lots of both. 

'm going to bed qM+te early tonight as I seem 
to be tired from not having done much today. Were the 
standard reading machine to 1 would use it but 

the "spare” which James g : v^mtsf%s packed away and I 
shall sample radio programs instfyid, glancing now and then 
in the direction of the armoir alia being happy, withal, thanks 
to little ^iss Lee . 
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Wednesday, September 11th, 1957 


Well, the up-shot of the whole thing is that Mr. uecherman 
will contact the bus people and see if they a re interested 
and, without disturbing the ladies, there probably will be scads i 
pilgrims than they ever went after and they will never know 
that Hr. Beckermanshould be thanked. 

Shin ling goes on at the big .house and the progress appears 
to be good and the appearance isn t at all bad. For the first 
few weeks it will probably surprise me momentarily every 
time I look at it, even as I used, to be surprised at the 
ppearance of “a rie Antoinette's little farm just after 
the finishing restoration touches had been applied, for 
it did seem so different from its ap-^arance in the o'U} days when 
it was so mellow in its neglected state. But it doesn t 
take long for weather, especial ly in humid. Louisiana, to 
make a roof lookante bel'lum enough, and I am delighted that 
the house itself is getting this new lease on life. 


Memorandum : 


Just to keep the record straight, let me 
co.ifess that I was wrong about the Sunday pictures ,— 
at least one of themthe one requiring light from 
behind which it didn t get, —the .window here by my desk, 
for, according to report, it is so beautiful that it 
will be used on the front page of the Picayune's Magasine 
Section in the Sunday, October 6th, issue. 

The weather was pleasant at dawning and I felt 
impelled to write a column on the Little Rock scuffle which 
I may or may not send in for next week's Enterprise , 

But just as 1 was getting to the last page of the thing, 
a nd the hour was 8:50, my telephone rang and Mr. Bridges 
of BatonRouge, was calling me .from Hatchitoches and 
a sked if he might see m.e in fifteen minutes for a 
ten minute chat as he had my reading machine for me. 

I telephoned Celeste that ± would not have coffee 
with her but bumped into her at the Post Office where 
I had gone to deposit my out-going mail before Mr. Bridges 
arrived. She made alot of strange noises and nearly wept 
because she had no one to tell her pro helms to and 
so I helped her carry her packages .and listened to 
a lot of childish talk and so missed being at the gate 
when <r. Bridges arrived. I wanted to be there for J 
anticipated he might feel constrained to lift th e^l^g vy reading 
t&chine out of his car, which he did, in spite ofTiia recent 
spinal operation. How I 3hould--love to give one spoiled brat 
j great bfg hand. ^ 

I liked Mr. Br idge.s, ,Li s ten minutes stay expanded 

into two hours and he 'scurried ~b a ck to town to tell Carolyn 
I was wonderful, Don t you love that, He'^ai it— —^ 
that Carolyn had her movie crew in Marthavflle, --somewhere 
off over in the Hodges Gardens direction and shjejiad sent 
a message saying she would have to be in Uewlberia or some such p'lac 


Celeste continues very unhappy because the contractor from 
town,' engaged to do over the fireplace in her living room, changing 
it from red bricks to red bricks.which doesn t seem much 
of a change although it is possible the thing is to be raised 
or lowered or some such. Be that as it may,, she can t get 
the inside of her house painted, she says, until the 
fireplace has been done over, and, in view of my adventures with 
fireplace probelms and painting on my own hook a couple of 
weeks b a ck, I have some notion as to what she is complaining 
bout and, although she doesn t know of the inconvenience 
J encountered, she oughtneverthe'less, 1 should think, be able to 
h ndle the natter in the same manner I did, merely by letting 
the p-inters do the rest of the house, finishing up her living 
room last. 

I was amused today when the clerk told me she had confided 
to him that she had contemplated inviting Pat's girl friend 
to serve as her hostess in the big h^use but that 1 had 
telephoned Juanita ahead of her. I haire no dou t this is true, 
but it must be admitted, she had invited a couple of Cohen ladies, 
etc long before B invited Ora and Juanita Mfd B c a n t think 
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th\s evening but WQuld be back on the week end. 1 thought 
that was fine and sent my regards to her by Mr. B. 

In the middle of the afternoon Carolyn telephoned 
me just before leaving for South Louisiana, asking me ij 
I would telephone r. Ogden in Hew rleans as he wanted to 
confirm a couple of dates. She said she hoped to get 
back up this way on Saturday or Sunday to^get 
pictures of the gals in their costumes. She said 
she had been unable to get the color films into the hands of 
the Picayune people until this morning and that they had to 
be'flown to St. Louis tonight, --the ultimate, the final 
deadline, I suppose . I-told her I thought she was 
going much too fast and I wished she would slow down but 
I reckon that was singing psalns to a dead mule. 

And so I talked with Mr. Ogden of the Picayune. 

I found Mr. Ogden very pleasant. Me said he was delighted 

with the pictures and the story and that the shot of me 

at my desk by the window would bereproduced in full color 

on the front page and that inside there would be other pictures, 

I understood him to say tliat sonje would be in color and 

some in black and white • I shudder at w.hat may be done to 

the text which liad errors in it, I think, before he 

(\t) got into the Editor's hands and when the blue pencil 

gets to working and the pasting of unrelated data gets 

pushed around, there's no telling what the results may he. ( 

But it's the pictures that will sell the Pilgrimage and that s 
all that matters, 1 reckan. 

I suppose the General's wife will get a jolt when 
she sees the paper, - she who doesn t mind saying she 
ashamed to be known as being related to the people owning 
a, lot of old tumbled down buildings and her youngest 
brother-in-law will probably have a spasm on general lines, 
aid Harnett T. Kane will be unhappy, as he once told me he 
would give anything, —and that's something from him, if ^ 
could eufir make the front page of Dixie Roto. Well, that's 
how thii^s go and now must sample my reading machine to see 
if it really is readings. T7. . 
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Thursday, Sept . 12th, 1957. 

Memorandum: 

Four billion attempts would scarcely avajl anything 
by way of• adequacy in expressing my delight in opening 
the message from Lyme, containing so much news a bout little 
Miss Lee to delight and distress^me, and to discover 
that again it is Arenbourg's birthday and that portraits 
are* in' order for whatever project appears next and in 
which ever direction they may best be applied against un¬ 
foreseen str ins. It'is so wonderful to have the broad, 
Panoramic view of' recent doings but regrett a ble that 
such an impossibly busy time stretches just ahead. The 
lull, if any, being scheduled to arrive beforq the end of the 
third week in October leaves no time for one to catch 
breath before the holiday commotion is upon one. In 
co sideration of such circumstances, I am praying that little 
Miss Lee will not attempt writing letters at all. An 
occas io-KLl, card would be a leaf in the breeze to indicate 
t how things are swi-ling and I should be the happier if 

I could know that correspondence time, should it become 
available, might be used for momentary rest, and 
Heaven knows that will be short enough. 

* I was so sorry to learn that the girl friend's accident is 
still a painful reminder of that misfortune and what a pity 
that to the physical woe should be added the uncertainty of 
certain aspects revolving a bout the where-wi th-a'll to 
maintain the family fireside in a measure of security. 

* I don't mind confessing to you that a candle in the *ha. el burns 
-in hopes that things may be eased in that direction, a situation 
I think c bout so often and find myself wondering why some 
shoulders, not too strong physically, h a ve to carry so many 
heavy burdens. 

I am delighted with the clipping coming,to hand, the 
mention of Ghennenceaux and the presentation methods regarding 
historical aspects of half forgotten yesterdays. I think 
the recommendation that America give the matter consideration 
a splendid one. I have long been casting about for 
proper entertainment for Pilgrims in Hatctiitoches on 
the Saturday night of the Pilgrimage, an4 I shal1 be 
delighted to have this card up my sleeve for presentation 
at the proper moment when 1 get ready to unfold my plans 
for the tableaux con erning he advent of St. Denis, etc., etc. 

My day w a s quite incredible in the helter-skelter 
department. Y/e had a two inch rain which began at 8: 30. 










Hi** 


From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS* #M~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


JtUrW 


8819 


i 8820 


When 1 headed out in the doupour to sip a d a b of 
coffee across the fence, I put my outgoing mail in 
my pocket. But a s I was quitting the coffee, a car 
rolled up to the side gate and so, instead of going to 
the office, I went to see to whom I might be indebted 
for a call, and so- by-passed the Post Office, After that, 

I never did get to the post office until 4:30 p,m,, and 
so sent out no mail but I have marked your out-going memo 
of yesterday's vintage "Air Mail, so you may have it Monday, and 
this will prob a bly reach you Tuesday,' 

.The unexpected guest was Carolyn who wanted some more 
pictures. We got them and the house was upside down from the 
rush of pushing stuff about. The last flash bulb exploded 
a s the -Knipmeyers arrived, they being late becuase of 
the rain, Carolyn -went on to photograph some things at 
Oakland and thence to town to dine with Carmen, after taking 
pictures, interiors throughout, of Inez Chaplin or some such, 
and the Knipmeyers departed for Maganolia in the same rain that 
Carolyn had left in. 

There was a- lot of doings immediately after my own 
dinner, including the straighte ing up of the house, 
a nd before T knew it, Carolyn was back to photographed 
Celeste in costume by the fireplace of the big house. That done, 
she headed out for Alexandria to see a bout marketing her 
book and- said she would be back in Natchitoches either 
Saturday or, perhaps next mid week. After her departure, 
a secretary, throroughly rained out of the cotton patch, 
arrived and I had the pleasure of communing with little Miss 
Lee. I had to deny myself the pleasure of opening a 
second letter that-arrived in the post I had Just picked up, 
for that will have to await tomorrow when'the weather bureau says 
it will rain pickers out of cotton patches and that will 
delight me. 

The draperies in this house are at the cleaners and 
my desk lamp shies brightly on the b r .ck gallery. There 
may no seem much proximity between Hephratite and 
Mais-on b^t said boy friend sits like a little white 
ghost on th& other ^side of the window pane here by my desk, 
watching me 'type and occasionally standing up on his hind legs 
to reach for a moth circling above his head in the 
.direction of Egypt's Queen I am so glad the Picayune 
picture on the 6th will give you in color the appearance 
of the wi-ndow and especially just what relation little Miss 

lee’s .gift to. the window stands in relation to the 
radiating objects and to me. The letter and all 

are so wonderful. How can I say Thanks . 


Friday, Sept. 15th, 1957. 


Memorandum: 

Although it'didn't rain today, the clouds 
in the morning kept the cotton fields 
wet and hence foot-loose secretaries were 
available and I was enabled to get on 
with the mail, and especially with the 
letter from Lyme in yesterday's post. 

I had not heard of the death 
of Anne Parrish whose obituary you so thoughtfully 
forwarded so promptly and I thank ycu sincerely 
for your kindness both in sending it and in 
the expressions you voiced, 

T was frankly shocked for I had never 
thought of the lady was quitting us so soon, — 
of le a ving us at all, 1 fear she has departed 
without leaving U3 the emoires which I had so 
often urged her to set down. The world will be the 
poorer for the gaiety she would.have incorproated 
in such a work and would have had a better, more 
complete view of many a;i important person, had she 
jotted down portraits of them as she brought 
them to life again by her facile pen. But she did 
so much with her talents in spite of having 
omitted her Memoires that one will always be indebted 
to her for her contr.but ions to society. I, for 
one, will always be so thankful she did the Tubman 
sketch, in "A Clouded Star". 

Perhaps some one will edit her 
correspondence and, if so, such letters as 
might be included should throw many a beam 
on personalities that deserve something 
better than being forgotten by this generation and 
the next. _ 
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glad you must. Lave felt that you declined to participate 
in the travels and, as for myself, I must say 
that my week Las been ever so much tLe fuller because 
of all the splendid things coming my way as a result of 
time expended in carrying out such matters as you 
undertook while others were vacationing . 

Tu'lane University, according to Blythe the other day, 
found some of my letters to Br. Rand in his papers which 
the University is going through, and Blythe said 
the University had written her son, Horace, for 
my address. A letter came from them today, asking for 
particulars regarding data the University is trying to 
collect on ante bellum personalities instrumental 
in getting Science going prior to the “ivil «or. I 
may be able to help them a d a b tut I shall have to 
receive further details from them before seeing if 
1 can give them a hand in anything they may ho 
already have, 

I had a few telephone calls today from peope'l 
who are interested in butterfly lilies, and a few 
calks from old friends of Miss Cammie, each taking 
the frouble to thank me for the butterfly lily 
column in today's paper which goes forward to you 
in this mail under separate cover, Hext week 
I shall probably draw some brick-bats since the column 
will probably be, were it to bear a title, something 
like "Big Shadows Over Little Bock", 

I have read 'a little, but only a little, from 
the Emily Dickinson biography by Johnson at the close 
°f day for the past two nights, Mr. Bridges told me that 
my machine had been thoroughly checked and that it 
was in perfect condition. This I was glad to hear but 
felt'a little shame-faced for having sent it,b a ck for 
repairs. I must write Mr. Bridges tonight to say that 
the machine operates just fine in playing one record, —and 
then ceases to function. It all reminds me of a doctor who 
told a patient once that there was toothing wrong with his 
eyes except that the patient cou’ldn t see, all sounding dreadfully 
like a Mary B^kerEddy without Lydia~Pinkham's 
brew just in case one thought there was something out of 
joint. Again may I say how indebted I am to little 
Miss Lee for such a wonderful week . 
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Sunday, September 15th ,- 195?. 


Memorandum: 

The week end- has seemed so much like 
■ a Bpring day in Paris, alternating skies of blue and 

gray, minor showers and dazzling sunshine, the promise of warmer 
days ahead and a sugge ion that winter is something 
that has gone, not coming. 

Saturday was busy enough but I cannot seem 
to recall just why, but last' night, I finally 
got around to era coax my reading machine into spelling 
out a few pages of theBmily Dickinson biography and 
I found itjood. - As the lady never 

went any'where, expect for a trip to Washington in 
the late 50 's and a couple of journeys 
to Boston in the early I860 1 s for eye treatment, 
a ny biorapher would have to stick pretty close to 
, her comfortable Amherst home and probably would have 
to lean heavily on a discusson of her poetry in order 
to round out much of a biographical sketch Mr. Johnson 
who is the present biographer does a bit of techinical 
•work on the poems which must be interesting to 
poets in particular 

I am perhaps a third through the book and haven t as 
yet'eome on any description of the Dickinson home 
which I regret. I believe the Dickinson house still stand 
in Amherst and therefore shouldn't be too difficult 
for a writer to sketch since the said Johnson has 
obviously made a mighty thorough investigation of 
the family and the neighborhood in which it dwelt, 

I think a statement of the financial condition of the 
family might well have been-incorporated, too, since 
it might make more comprehensible to the reader 
how &ily could afford the luxury of’staying put" 
throughout a life time when so many Hew England 
people would have had to strike out beyond their own 
front gates, regardless of their impulses. 


3 S v t 
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Emily, it seems it her mature poetic 
stride about 1860 and many poems have thus far been 
mentioned and quoted between the years of 1852 and 
1864, I know not what the balance of the 
book will hold, but it is a striking fact to me, — 
although the author hasn t breathed a word a bout the matter 
as yet, that Emily in either her poqms or any 
correspondence thus far quote, hasn t given a 
hint that she realises ther is a Civil J ar going on, and 
surely many people from the little Amherst town and 
many friends and relatives of her correspondents 
must have been engaged in the scuffling going on 
south of the Mason-Dixon line during those years. 

Perhaps that matter will be touched upon later, or 
perhaps not at all. 

It is true that Emily was madly in love during that 
period although nobody knew it, prob a b ly, not even 
the object of her infatuation, the Rev, Wadsworth, 
whom she had heard preach when, returning "from Washington, 
she and her sister hud sioppe off in Philadelphia 
The Reverend and his family had thence gone to 
San Francisco, and there's something a bout t is 
blindness to things around her at the time on Emily's 
part that reminds me so much of la Davenport's 
Mozart in Far is whennothing seemed to count in Mozart’s 
mind but la von Weber in Mannheim or where ever. 

But the reaction of these two people was so different, 
for Emily's consuming lovewas the thing that transformed 
her into a unique artist while the Mozart 
Paris intelude only seemed to make him dull. 

Parenthetically, I cannot help laughing every time ^ recall 

the Davenport sketch of Paris and Vienna in the 18th century 

Paris being a place of streets afloat with mud and 

slops, spattering all over the bastards of the 1 rench 

aristocracy while Vienna was the lovliest place 

in the world, apparently no mud and only 

legitimate children, presumeably of burgher parentage • 

l t 

Wei, this certainly turned out to be ^literary session, 
I'm folding up early, I hope, for I want To listen to returns 
of the German election and perhaps catch up with 
that horrible Arkansas Governor, reportedly scheduled to 
appear on some interview program,,,'',,,,,,. 





Monday, September loth, 195?, 


Memorandum:- 

And so the morning post arrived, bringing a 
Package from Lyme, I pause for a puff a s I project a 
message by telepathy to little Miss Lee m appreciation 
a nd as I pltin to catch up with Pat in the morning before he 
heads out for town, so that I may have the new ribbon adjusted 
a g a in st the morrow's chores which will involve much 
use of this machine at just the time it begins getting a 
little'faint and inclined toward kicking ober the traqes 
now and then when it is supposed to reverse and doesn t ,— 
pro b„ ULy because I have worn out the ribbon at just the 
point where, under normal circumatances, it-would 
function perfectly, had F not hammered a little hole in 
the ribbon quite unwittingly, 


I had two telephone calls around 8 this morning, 
both of which interested me, the second in particular, 

he first was from Carmen, telling me that there 
was an article about Carolyn in Sunday s Picayune, 

She read it to me and said she would put it in the mail, if 
I wanted it, I said I did, and it will come to hand 
on the morrow, 1 reckon and I shall send it along 
to you and I shall get one for the scrapbook department, 
too, if you should require a second, although 1 am 
under the impression the pictures and article are all 
on one side of the two pages. 

The second call was from Mr. Beckerman who 
asked if I minded if this week s column on Little "ock 
were transmitted to various newspapers, for he liked it 
in manuscript and thought he would be just as delighted 
with it in*pint, I think, —I know, - it is badly 
written, for I was conscious of a jumble in the middle of the 
thing butif iijs message', egardless of style, will serve a 
purpose,‘that s al 1 that matters. 

He said he wanted‘to 'tell me, too, that when going 
to Hewlberia to attend a newspaper convention, he had stopped 
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off in Alexandria to take up the matter of my plan for the 
bus lines to push the Pilgrimage and Chirstmas Festival 
things through their public relations department. They 
were entranced with the whole business and are going to 
push it mightily. I asked Mr. Beckerman to advise 
Thelma Kyser, President of the Pilgrimage, but not 
to mention my name for -i see no use in getting tangled up 
in that business. 

At /lew Iberia, during the two'day session, there was 
endless talk about the L ittle *ock thing. The general 
understanding is that the u overnor of Arkansas is acting in 
beh a lf of a'H tu e Southern Governors who are beginning to see, ■ 
a ;i d perhaps correctly, that the powers of the Governors of Stati 
is waning. They hoped, by the Arkansas move, —one 
State alone, might hold b a ck the tide but obviously it 
isn't working out that way. It was felt that the Arkansas 
Governor, feeling that the Senator's Job is becoming 
more i iportaht thait that of the *oernor,' the "die-hards" 
will be able to ditch Senator Fullbright and that the present 
Governor may grab his Job. It is interesting to peep 
behind the scenes and glimpse something that gives more clarity 
to all the shadow-boxing going on in Little Pock and Newport. 

Mr. Beckerman said that this morning he had talked 
with barren Cgden long distance, with a view to getting 
some extra copies run-off of the October 6th article and 
thdt the Bixie-P.oto Editor had expressed delight at the in- 
trest a newspaper up this way was thus manifesting in his 
forthcoming publication. 'He said that Ogden was anxious to 
meet me and that he had invited him to'bring his wife up 
to Natchitoches some week end and that both faiHes would 
honor'me with a visit. He reported Ogden as saying further 
that the P.amsey photographic work was always first class but 
that he, himself, never' knew in advance if St. Louis, where 
the color printing is done, would handle the coloring well 
or not. He said Cgden s work on the article is finished and 
that the presses are already poised and that a 'phone call 
was going‘ through ot S-t,. Louis to order extra copies of 
the color things of the October 6th issue. I mention 
this so that you'-may be~assured of copies in case your local 
dealer should disappoint you. And now I must pause for 
a nother-puff nd then get gotng on the mail. It has been such 
a happy time that the package from Lyme and ill it 
imples lias b ought to me. . 


Tuesday, Sept • 17th, 1957 
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Wednesday, September 18th, 1957 


recognise the error. 

I did a little reading last night before 
folding up my beard and anong other things, I 
rand across a Dickinson poem a bout morning and evening 
that delighted me. I shdll not take time out 
to hunt it up but shall quote it from memory even 
though I may not get it down here precisely as 
Mr. Scourby transcribed it'on wax: 


Uemorandumt t 

This is usually the date the re<i Guernsey lilies are 
at their best on the parterre in front and back of the African 
House. This year, however, even as last, they are a 
little behind in the parade .but there are many stalks ready 
to unfold and some of the flowers are already introducing 
patches of color in sufficient numbers to give 
some notion as to the lines they will form with such force 
within another few days. 

I am delighted to report that hurricane Esther which 
dumbed 6 or 7 inches of rain on New Orleans this morning 
epraddlsd in a Northesterly direction from that point and 
sprawled over Mississippi, giving us only a few clouds 
and a brisk breese to indicate her presence in the area. 

Both yesterday and today the carpenters might well have resumed 

hammering shingles atop the new 1855 house but 

Asian flu seems to have flattened them out temporarily. 

Lots of the schools around Alexandria are closed because the majority 

of the pupils a r e victims and many of the football^games 

have been called off because mo§t of the players are 

unable to chgee that little old ball from here to there 

or where ever. I am glad the thing is,mild so thyt 

one merely has to take a few days out to recover and that 

, ■ __ i ^am <^h it mMA/vv/llDM J . 


"I'll tell you how the sun rose, 
A rhythm at a timet 
The steeples swam in amethyst. 
The news like squirrels ran. 

The hills put on their bonnets. 
The bobolinks begun 

And I said softely to myself j 
'That must have been the sun. 


But how he set, I know not 
There seemed a purple stile 
That little yellow girls and boys 
fere climbing all the while 
•Til when they reached the other side, 
A Domini in gray. 

Put gently up the evening bars 
And led the flock away." 


As the biographer, Johnson, points out, the critics 
6f the day, - the 1860's, were as unprepared for this 
form, the changes in temp, the intentional avoidance 
of rhyme, eto., os were musicaly minded people in 
Europe who were unprepared to accept the 
'contemporary Vagner and his newly turned "leit-motif". 

But I like the colorful dawn, the steeples swimming 
in amethyst, the scurrying s quirrels, the hills 
putting on their colorful hats the larks bursting into 
son, and then that personification of the sunlit hours, 
the little yellow boys and girlg, and the suggestion 
of failing light in the grap garb of the priest and his , 
Well, another literary evening, it would appeai^Forgive 
me but let me bless little Miss Lee a-gqin for.Jr 
the ribbon of St. Lydia...... — r 
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on returning to her room, and naturally turned out the bathroom 
light, Rosalind had discovered that there was one room in the 
house with no light and so had set up a terrific racket, 
claiming that some intruder, seeing a window from which no light 
was issuing, might well be expected to select just that room 
for unlawful entry. 

In contrast to such business, there is the case of the 
Uazurette Little *iver farm, some 3 to 5 miles from the nearest 
white neighbor, situated on a road on which plenty of colored 
folks live and Charles and Ida let years elapse between their 
visits to the farm and never once has there been an entry 
or anything in the yard or barn . touched, 

A letter from lames contains some data I want to use and 
I shall therefore not enclose it. He says Kay is going 
over to The Bluff for two weeks at the beginning of October 
and asks if it will be alright for him to come up, I shall 
.respond in the negative, I don t suppose either he or Kay could 
possibly imm a gine how busy I am-bound to be at just that time, 

I h a ve mentioned that I shall have to go to Alexandria, 

Monroe and Shreveport for theTV programs but I suppose 

that means nothing to them, they are so a ccustomed to flying a hout, 

Then, too, there are lots of things requiring attention to get 

the place back in order, if and when the shingling business 

is terminated, the African House rigged up, Tucca put in 

order, etc,, etc. It seems to me, under the circumstan ces, 

that it is perfectly natural for them to ask if they may come 

but, I hope, they will think it equally natural if I 

suggest a later date. From Miss Uah s letter, I assume they 

are likely to bring \\er, too, a nd entertaining three people 

at such a season ion t my idea of a swell time for anyone concerned, 

I had a couple of calls from colored folks a bout the Parish 
today, —people who seem to. know me but whose names and voices 
ring no bell in my memory, L'aoh telephoned to say he or she had 
heard me on the radio, I'm sure not one of them could tell what 
I was talking about but, as one naively explained,"it sure 
was good — jus 'h a vin' you so a bout", As I am not in the 
telephone book, I assume they must get my number from the store or 
from the artist. And now I must whack out some mail and 
then turn to Emily D, before folding up my beard . 


Thursday, Sept, 19th, 1957, 


. T©/tG S. 
I 0 i T ©£ Jt i 


bsrte: 


Memorandums 

8*M r t o?.-[ JO „0 8 

I'm not sure how this memo is going to go,— 
that is to say how far it will progressfor I 
tried to emulate the girl friend today by giving my left 
-i wrist a twist which can't be described as a sprain but 

something like an overstretching of the muscles, I guess, 
about the wrist, thumb and index finger. But now having 
thus tried typing, it seems to jog along pretty well if 
I go light on theletters calling for the use of siad index finger 
and if I remember to thwmp the space bar with the right 
thum instead of the left, « * 


... o ■ 


I shall soak the thing in hot water tonight right 
after this little chat and fold up immediately thereafter 
1^ seem to be on the sleepy side, 


as 


I had the good luck last night to stumble over the 
interview between some Columbia radio man named something 
like Mackaylis and Governor Harriman, I found everything 
Mr, Harriman had to say of the upmost interest, This is 
the same program on which Mrs. Roosevelt appeared two or 
three weeks ago which I believe I mentioned, Next week 
on Wednesday night the radio man will interview Ed,Wynn in 
his home and the following week Frank Lloyd Wright, the 
architect, K should very much like to hear eaoh of these, 

I have long admired Mr, Wright for his brain but not for 
his architectural designs. Unless he has changed in recent 
years, he still prob a bly inclines in the direction of 
the functional in architecture, I have always thought 
of a home as some thing other thana place designed exclusively 
along such lines, I should always prefer something for the 
soul as well as the body, were I to employ an architect 
to design one for me, I shouldn't count it much of o love- 
match if the primary interest a boy had in a girl was 
how perfect might be her health. In hum a n being and human 

ere will always be provision for 


h a bitations I hope 


the heart, 
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Friday, September 80th, 1957 


across the fence, I recommended white, of course, out was 

told that was old fashioned. And so Madam Regard s room is 

going to be pink, J. H.'s room blue and the living room 

and dining room gray. Pink for Madam Regard strikes me 

as fine. I am dubious n bout blue for the bedroom, —o sky blue,- 

for I doubt if there is much chance of blue wall paint remaining 

blue long, it being the most elusive and fleeting of 

colors. The living room had been finished and work was beginning 

on thedining room when 1 got a look at the gray. Somehow 

I had envisioned an oyster gray with white wood work but I 

was wrong. For it turns out to be sort of a dark 

battleship type of coloring. The tall magnolias outside 

the house induce shade and the wide gallery never lets sunshine 

into the living room and there are no windows in the 

dintng room and the walls, are newly painted a dark gray, —simply 

because somebody in town as a room painted in that color, 

I predict within a week there will be signs of disappointment 
and within a few months the walls will have another going over in 
some other and lighter hue. Of course a couple of brilliant 
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Sunday, September 122nd, 1957 


• You mentioned some confusion a a to your understanding 
about Carolyn'8 visit here on Thursday, a week ago, I 
probably omitted to say that after dashing in at 9 in the 
morning, amidst a pouring rain, shooting pictures and 
dashing on, she had made an appointment with Celeste for 3 p,m,, 
to shot a picture of her in ront of the fire place in the big 
house. Both ladies arrived at said spot, the picture was 
snapped and Carolyn dahaed on in a continuing downpour to 
see somebody or other in Alexandria about newspaper a rticles about 
her book or some such, I think it time I have a chat 
with the lady before long for her arrivals and departures during 
the jqst six months have been so bustling with confusion that I 
haven t had an opportunity to get striaffyt in my mind half the 
porjects she has mentioned concerning Natchitoches 
material that astings House, Ola 1fay Word and the Lord knows 
whom all have been tossed up for consideration as possibilities, 

I am glad to do what I can to lend a hand in her various projects, 
as- witness the captions, but I am not going to get entangled 
in any of the projects on my own hook while so much confusion 
and chasing about like a chicken with its hat off continues 
dominating her existence, The hurly-burly of her existence, perhaps 
provides her with some sort of a compensating delirium but 
mere contemplation of. such a pattern simply wears me out and 
I prefer expending my energies-, on less enervating levels. 

The artist brought me a coal blaok kitten about the size 
of Blanche who is much smaller than 1/aison, now that he has 
emerged from the boot . I asked the artist his name and 
was tol it was "Noir", The artist is a sight. 


Uemorandumt t 

t "• - 

I suppose a columnist never knows if he has 
a following or not un&Hihe stirs up a hornet's nest 
and so is able to calculate from the screams how many 
people are ttyrtng to keep up with him, 

.. Z\JU l3V-\ tfts '6 bftii 

The article about the&overnor of Arkansas turned 
out to be one of those hornet's nests, and, I must say 
that in spite of the barrage of brickbats and bouquets, 

I relish learning the fact that scads of people are 
reading the Cane River Memo, and that probably^ as a result 
of the hubbub of this week end, many who haven t started 
will fall into line forthwith, 

o 311 9 ni-.i-msbiw 0 %: #410$ ft# V> ,$*:*«*»?*« 

A Natchitoches physician, Pierson by name, who is 
married to a cousin of the Senrys, K oame down on the 
Enterprise .like aton of brick on Friday, It is an 
interesting coincidence, of course, that the article, 
written a week or, two beofre, should be printed in 
a n issue that hit the streets on the ery morning that everybody 
was warming up his radio to see what was going to happen 
that day in the h ittle Rook Court, I suppose the uncertainty 
of impending events provided just the proper elements 
for an explosion and the article provided the dynamite, 

■ i - 

I am told that the people in town are bussing like they 
havent bussed before, One voice stressed the point 
that I had cooked my goose but thoroughly so far as 
one member of the L ommittte was concerned, delegated to 
make the selection for the annual honor, "The i/an of 
the Year" for which+. it was said, I. had been at the top of 
the list, I laughed at that news, pointing out that 
v I should' much less be the Man of the Year then the guy 
who struck a blow in favor of hupian fairness, 

A member of the faculty at Northwestern stopped in 
the Nntperpr.iee office on Saturday to congratulate the 
Editor on having prints my article and that tended to balance off 


Several calls from town today came from people disagreeing 
with me on the stand I took about little rock in today's 
column, I suppose there were many more who disagreed but 
didn t voice their opinions, Mr, Beokerman called to ask if I 
thought my readers would be interested in my stand on the Fort busi¬ 
ness, I told him I would knock off a column tonight and 
send it along but that it would be mostly "old hat" and 
that I would send one in which and early Prudhomme figured and 
he could use either one, saving the Prudhomme thing-for a subsequent 
issue if he preferred, I am glad to say my wrist has vastly 
improved and will be OJl, in a day or so. If only the 
pressure on little Miss Lee at the moment could be as speedily 
relieved, * pray there may be an escape before • 
exhaustion engulfs such a stalwart soldier,,,,,,. 
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Monday, September 23rd, 1957 


I have no means of knowing oi d never shall learn if J, H, 
had heard anything a bout these rumblings, Rut knowing 
him as we do, it is a little surprising that to ay at dinner, 
he put down his fork and turning to me, said that 
he had just read my column of Friday, —this is the frist 
time he has ever mention the column although Celeste tells me 
he never fails to ask for it, and then he went on to say that 
he felt so strongly about the matter in that he felt I was 
100 percent right that he simply wanted me to know that I 
hqd expressed his own feelings completely, Naturally I was 
pleased, 

t i 0 ' 

I should point out that there was an error on the 
part of the lineotype machine which dropped a line and otherwise 
mixed things up a little ^in the printed version of the 
column, Ihis gave a false impression that it was 
Miss Cammie who had made the remark to me about the 
necessity of being born in the South to understand the negro, 
whereas my script stated that Miss Canmie had chuckled when 
one of her guests, 4 <j definitely un-Reconstructed lady of 
the old school, had made the remark to me. This doesn't 
matter really but Jor your own information, I wanted to 
indicate how the omission of the line altered the eeming 
origin of the remark, 


Memorandum j 

I listened to several, news casts tonight 
and found the Ed, Murrow one the best, I thought 
his collegue in Little Rick, by playing a tape 
recording of the sounds of the mob milling a bout 
the school was the most effective, I also liked 
the Murrow quotation at the close of his program, - 
the words from the American poet who said the 
worst word in the language was "exclusive" when 
people began setting themselves apart from their fellow man 

The best single word cp plied to the Arkansas doings 
was used by the President in his proclamation j- 
"disgraceful", 

* The biggest surprise quoted by anyone was 
from Senator McClelland, for I hadn't heard a peep 
out of either McClelland or Fulbright since this 
business got going, McClelland was quoted as saying he 


believed the Arkansas Governor was legally 

correct in stating the President could not use Federal 

troops in Arkansas unless the Governor invited him 

to do so, I m not sure about this point but I think 

the President probably can use troops aiywhere if 

Federal 'laws are flouted, as they have been in Little Pock 

Bet that as it may, it may be as good a time as 


It has been.cloudy iai.th occasional sprinkles all day and 
it was amazingly dark at noon when the new gray walls of the 
living room and dining room across the fence g a ve the 
impression of being more subterranian than ever, 

L•: O' • '■ . O’ 

The response from Rarper and Brother suggests they are 
more interested in making money than a memorial, I 
shdL 1 write them suggesting they might do a thing oalled 
"The World of Anne Parrish", merely using her letters for 
the main body of the book, but I doubt if they will con¬ 
sider such a thing and so the letters may rest in piece 
in the Lyme files and, we may be quite sure, will never be 
requested, I have but acouple more pages of the Dickinson 
biography to read. It is not much of a biography but 
a good college thesis about her writings, I never did encounter 
a description of her home or her home town of Amherst, s owing 
clearly enough that this shadowy character in this effort is 
also left with a shadowy stage as well. And so beings 

*“* how plaoid °* 


xvo v is it u Ur o tis I nu y p • u inu y wo u youj u v r h»o 

ever for the Federal Government to exert conirol 
over the individual State, When the Federal Government 
began in Mew York it took longer to get a message 
across the river to New Jersey than it now takes 
a message to be flashed around the world aid California 
is closer to any place on theEast coast today than 
New York was to Brooklyn in 1789, The more 
I witness chicanerywaste and corruption, no to menti 
"fixin", bribery a nd circumventing of the Laws on 
State levels, the more convinced I become thcut 
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the country would be just as well off if not better if 

the number of counties were cut from 3,000 to 

about 1 ,500 and, perhaps, the number of States deminished 

in about the same proportion. It is possible Texas is too big, 

Rhode Island too small. Considering merely the latter, it 

strikes me that cliques are too often inclined to get hold 

of small States and it seems to me that 7 capitols 

for a n area the site of flew England is ridiculous. 

•V '• $ $ r , o ‘i - V. i. . ‘ v. ‘3 6 *_ '> ; 

Bu changing the subject slightly, I was pleased today 
when Father Wilson of-the Episcopal Church sent word to 
me that he appreciated my courage in putting the 
Arkansas column' into print. I told him the co ngratulations 
should go to the newspaper publisher. But he hurried on to 
say that he liked the article enormously and thought it high 

n me somebody had the courage to make such a statement, although 
was probably the only newspaper voice in Louisiana that 
had been heard. 

J '• '“l, i i Xj f ^ ' v 0 O i J- ^ > “r- ' ' ^ •' * ’ * o > •- 

We were supposed to get some sunshine this afternoon 
but we didn't but we only got an indh and a half of rain 
last night while Natchitoches got three inches. The ud rkmen, 
of course, are not shingling the big house until things dry up. 

Mrs. Wood came down to say Goodbye during the qfternoon. 

She leaves along about Friday to m a ke her home in 
Wichita, lans a s She has as fair a mind as anyone could have 
when posssessed of a "little rook" as ak heart in matters 
racial She chanced to telephone me just as I had written 
the first sentence in this paragraph. She had three columns 
from the Shreveport Times she .very kindly, wanted me not to 
miss. One was by David Lawrence, one by Paul d arvey and the 
other by somebody I never heard of. - Meek or some such sounding 
name. That she would read such columns puts her above the 
mental average of my immediate neighbors but the fact that she 
couldn't see through the dubious logic of d 1 three is 
surprising Like Robina. she appears to take her political 
food from the Shreveport Times which is justaboutaa cockeyed 
as The Chicago Tribune underColonel McCormick. and. 
if I haven't said so before, let me hasten to say how glad 
I am that the Colonel is dead. But I know not if his 
departure from The Tribune madee the Paper any different. 


ii 0 


•>UJ" 


It's 6 7 by my thermometer and the night 
should be grand for sleeping. May it be even so in Lyme , 


..U* 


uesday. Sept. 24th. 1957. 


it i 


-10 
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Memorandum : 

Dr. Mattas died, according to this morning's radio. 

I was struck by.what amost appeared to be the 
stressing of a point which wasn't called for. it seemed to me. 

Perhaps it was the way the sentences were arranged that seemed 
to stress a suggestion, by w#j of denial, that nobody would 
h-ve thought of, had the phraseology been arranged differently. 

What was actually said, I cannot remember precisely but it was 
to.the effect that Dr. Mattas had been married to a Miss 
Landry who died in 1918 and there were no children. According 
to Lyle,-Miss Cammie, Dr. Rand and others. Miss Landry, a 
somewhat simple soul, as contrasted with the doctor, had been 
his housekeeper whom he married, to everyone s - surprise, some years 
after the birth of a son who grew up a »d followed the practice 
of medecine, being farily well known as Dr. Landry. Whether 
he died before his father or not, I do not know. Doesn t it 
seem a little odd that the brief radio announcement of 
Dr. Mattai' death should have made mention of the fact 

that "there were no children". 

;i. ■ n ... t t . -■ . ' "1 

Thelma lyser telephoned me to talk about a flock of 
things and I took the opportunity to suggest that since 
many people relish the thought of appearing on TV programs, 
it might be an excellent idea if I be counted out and 
that people needing one more drop of enthusiasm to make things 
work more briskly were invited to do the TV things in my place. 

And I suggested that instead of having one or two persons do all three 
programs, one 3et of people should appear on the Alexandria 
net work, another on Shreveport, a third over Monroe • 

I suggested my nearest neighbor be recommended for the Alexandria 
pe rformance, feeling sure it would be excuted "just darling", etc., 
etc. It is merely a detail that in this particular instance, the 
lady is planning to frolic in Dallas on the date in question. I 
left the whole thing up to Thelma and she can do as she pleases, but 
it goes without saying I shall be delighted if I can get out 
of repeating last year's perfomrance plus the Shreveport and Monroe 
thing, --that from a selfish point of view, - and at the same 
time secure greater enthusiasm on the part of people for the 
ilgrimage thing as a whole by being thus pushed in front 
of the cameras. 


9 
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Wednesday, September £5th, 1957 


I laughed in my beard when Thelma employed this 
phraset "Carolyn has so many irons in the fire", and Thelma is 
one who ought to know what she is talking a bout when 
speaking of an ample supply of irons in the fire, for she 
herself has but a plethora, The reason she brought up the point 
was because she suggested that I do a booklet or 
pamphlet on Natchitoches which the Old House folks.could sell 
and both the Old House folks and I could make aprofit which would 
be advantageous if we cut Carolyn out, buying, if necessary, 
her photo graphs for the pamphlet, I balked at such a 
suggestion bui only said that as I had dL ready suggested 
such a booklet to Carolyn, I would not decide on how 
I would participate in compiling such a work until I had 
discussed the matter with Carolyn . If I ever get to see her 
a nd if there is five minutes for us to discuss anything, 

I shall.suggest that we issue a preliminary booklet which 

Ola Hay'Word might run through the presses for us, and 

this would tend to discourage the Old House folks from their 

project and, through the measure of time thus secured, 

we'might be able to go ahead and do a full sized volume on 

Hatehitgehes, But at the same time, 1 shal do 

§ little pandering on my own plans, having in mind a volume 

a volume that would oarry the brief history of Natchitoohes Parish, 

done for the Town Talk, as a sort of Introduction, with.a dab 

of historical stuff and a bit of Cane Hiver Memo tucked in 

for fillter, I believe, however, that people will buy pictures 

more than anything else ®d T ghould, 1 think, do better if 

I secured a flock of photographs from Carolyn before 

giving much thought to publication, I think the Old House folks 

don't realise that only through Carolyn are they able to get 

the sympathetic ear and word of the press and that for 

such a specialised subject at Natchitoches, it s going to take 

a f a vorable press to get very far with such a project as 

Thelma was trying to sell me,Time is the biggest t ■ 

elelmgnt (element( in ditching the Old House folks from 

plamphtering and I know not where things stand with Carolyn's 

present endeavors in too many varied fields • I suppose 

I might write her in triplicate , - New Orleans, B a ton Rouge 

a nd Marshall, h 0 P i,l 9 one letter might reach her but, for dl I know, 

she may pop in here any moment When such matters coul tbs settled so 

much more saitsfaotorily in a brief conference, 

■ - t,,-.. * v :,/'j ftaiUrtinoVitt s' .•. tspt oalfrostya-s \o 

Our day has been sunny and the shingling has gone on apace, 

uo mans rtfri-a j" ■ " 1 - ■ 

I hold the thought there may have been sunshine in Lyme today a s well 


Memorandum: 

e I *. - • i a&vLim oh >J •<’« , - f »<l 

I read a little before folding up last nihgt, 
taking whatever chanced to be at the top of the pile on 
the bench on the front, gallery, I. thought it would 
be pleasant to read anything since it would distract my 
mind from the outrageous doings in kittle Bock and 
the disappointment 1 felt over the President's speech which 
had thoughtwould carry less of the legal justification 
of his Federalizing of the Arkansas National Guard 
and something more about the details of his conference 
wifh theArkansas Governor of a week ago which, as Edward Murrow 
suggested, might be helpful in throwing a co nsiderable 
light on the confusion in the public mind as to just 
what did transpire at that meeting, 

a • y 11''-- - 

And the book I drew turned out to be Thomas Craven's 
"Men of Art", which I like and am glad to skim through again. 

It turned out to be timely, too, for the first p a ge or two 
draws o» excellent picture of the turmoil and bloodshed 
in Florence along a bout Renaissance time. 

My clock had stopped because I forgot to wind it, and 
so T turned on the radio to get that straight and 
found myself on the Amos and.Andy show on which, as 
guest artist, was singing one Georgia Gibbs, and in view 
of all the talk earlier in the evening about ational Guards, 
Miss Gibbs's ditty peemed most timely, in that it tunefully 
urged all hearers to be a real American and join the 
National Guards, That must have gone over with a bang 
if any Arkansas hill billies, resentful at being inducted 
into ?.the Girards *ht the moment, chanced to be listening, 

f tt! -if, a •' - 

The shinglers shingled today but they will not tomorrow, 

I believe, for the clouds are low tonight and the promise 
is for more rain tonight and tomorrow, <. 

I hope -health and weather are more favorable for such 
operations next week, for I should like to get the 
refuse out of the way before thw hoop-skirts arrive. 
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. <; .. 


At supper tonight, J. H. said he had just 
come in from Little Eva Plantation, the overseer 
on the old McAlpifi place having telephoned him to say that 
"those Houston people", meaning Messrs Wortham and 
Evans, I suppose, had sent me some wine. I told 
him, if there be more than one bottle, to 

divide it, when deli verging, taking half to his house and he 
seemed please, for while he doesn't indulge, his wife does. 
Knowing the Evans-Wortham affiliates , I take it there 
must be something in the wind unless this is a gesture 
in remote pursuance of their dedication of their St. Simon 
Church last Spring. Eventually we shdl see what 
we shall see, no, down, in a manner of speaking. 

■ Tja-p ji.jow ti aoiua bon o.fr siiceo*!** si 

I am wondering if Natchitoches is experiencing merely 
a fad or a renaissance along historical lines. I 
don't think they will collect many one hundred dollar 
gifts for which theyare asking to adoquire the fort si$e, 
but from every quarter comes word that most unlikely 
people are so enthusiastic a bout the venture • I 
laughed when I heard there was quite a lot of jealousy 
being manifested in town in my direction. This seems 
to be spear-headed by Peyton Cunningham, of al 1 people, 
who claims I have read the historic records incorrectly and 
come to throng conclusions on one point or another. 

I shouldn't be surprised if this be true, for the fact is 
I ha e read mighty few records and most of my reasoning 
has been based on facts, such as the presence of the African 
House on Melrose, which may well be open to all kinds 
of conjectures, impossible to pin down utterly • 

- i (J ;• jo a'*. bs>v>. o." •• ;>*'• <oot”'\jU 

Of course what delights me is the fact that due to 
sove body' 8 efforts, and I may be the guilty party, 
people in Natchitoches are beginning to wake up, although 
they may drop off to sleep again before beooming sufficiently 
aroused to do anything much, and I take the wind out 
of the Cunningham sails by merely voicing the opinion 
that I think Payton is probably.correct a nd asking 
if axyone can tell ,me where Payton was when, quite alone, 
and without his or anyone sleeps aid, I was doing all the 
digging a decade or so ago whenewe everyone was too busy 
to lend a hand and too indifferent^ in thosedays to do other 
than scoff. 1 reckon there may be a little Cunningham animosity, 
too, for Charles who pints the Times is Peyton's brother. 

But all that matters is the fact that the* towi is getting 

conscious of its heritage which means my job Is done 

a nd Columbus can agai n tap a boiled egg and stand it on end..... 


rjkth. 


Thursday, September J!f>th, 1957. 

ei . jonb .. auA a - ' naa? j m . oc. ;s" t esa. - . .'out: a V. 

a. v&' at vru •>« to on 

gnoAr. onix> aucsvitO '4*•• os oasoio ~ ’’ "i * hs a t - 

oono so 8 «ooob. »oo'\. o it l >i\i 

Memorandum: t 

jO V, {.A y O', o TOO 0*10 HO o . '..11 4 "100t\ O. 1 . ,0 A T. 

I have Just listened to the speech Jby the Governor 
of ^Arkansas and regret it was so much more effective than 
that delivered by the President a day or two b a ck, for the 
President probably influenced few people to the side of 
decency, Faubus emotionalised a lot of foks into his camp, 1 
imagine. Of course, what the Baitle of the Bluge had to do 
about school children in Little Hock, J wouldn t know, and 
I disagree with the *oennovor in his stat ernent .and implications 
such as the suggestion that Little Hock is Buda-Pest, Arkansas 
is Hungry and Washington is Moscow • Surely he is doing a vast 
disservioe to-the nation and the terrible part a bout it is 
that he is suceessful ingiving the impression he believes 
.( what he -*-a . saying 

«_■ U • . . ' b 4! C * r -■ •' • • 1 • ' 

X often think of people like M obina who reads all 
the stuff handed out by The Shreveport Times which 
might well be considered the Public Relations Department for 
the Arkansas Coventor, and aL 1 the chicangery (chicanery) he stands 
for. Like Robina, Eugene, the clerk, reads the 
Shreveport paper and accepts everything it says as Cospel 
and with each issue, the clock seems to get set back another 
i decade or so., X so often think of the Oa'lsworthy 

lines these days and think X shall include them in a column 


8*1 fco 3U 


. one of these days : * * 

•o •tsSi-'O! a-'.ar \c Siiaet v.y \i Vio :.•* i. a 

"Peace on earth, we pr,ay and sing it 
And pay a thousand jiriests to bring it; 

After two thousand years of saying Mass, 

We've got as far as poisoned .gas." 

; a* v i . ' - v. 1 : - - ■ o oS •• * '■ /v - 

On the home front, everything seemed wonderfully quiet, 

■\ . vfor. it ,drizzled all day and carpenters never appeared and cotton 
1 pickers must have stuck close to their firesides. The 
promise for the morrow is more drizzles and while pumps 
are working over time in New Orleans to get the oloud-burstsout 
..no bjid r.98o'*. 
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Friday, September 87th, 1957 


of stores and houses, Shreveport hasn x naa a arop. ± ■ 

we are nearer Shreveport, geogracipally, by at 

least a third but much closer to New Orleans atmosphen 

The letter from Madam Brandon was at once 
heartening and disheartening, for it is dreadful to 
think of the poor thing flat on the floor and un a ble to 
get up but, still, we are bound to rejoice that 
she didn t break any bones and is able to write • 

t 

The clippings from Mrs, Stirling and 
her letter hold items of interest, as always. I read 
the review of Cajuns on the Bayou with grec it haste 
and somehow failed to get the same im/r ession 
Urs . Stirling drew from it. 

Doings in this r arish include the death of 
a man named Hyames, or some such, —a nyme 1 never did 
see in print. Me used to come here quite frequently 
a few years b a ck. I believe his funeral, —he was kille 
an automobile accident, on something like Tuesday and 
left a widow and five children, I believe, although 


Memorandum •, 

v wpt aftSJoUbA oAai * . . i • - 

The continued cloudiness, the coverage complete, and 
the occasional sprinkle, not to mention leaves from 
the pecane trees be ginning to fall, has Autumn seemingly on 
the threshold. 

- . . . • ' ■ ■" ■ • ' 

. I had a telephone call a little after 6 this morning. 

Carolyn was calling from New rleans to say she would be passing 
this way between 1 and 8 with a view to taking some quiok 
shots of various types of logs in the several buildings. It 
seems an article on early lumbering in this section is 
in order for Ola May Mord's magazine, —which one I know not. 

• 

And so the lady did, indeed, mpke it a bout 8 and 
naturally I was astonished. She explained that she had to 
be 50 miles away, perhaps a little farther, considering Many, La., 
between, fo there was ai cp pointment with Mr. Hodges at his 
Cardens this afternoon. Oh, brother, what a schedule. 

. • ^ ' - .1 

And so we did not sit down but scurried around to get 
shots of the weaving house, Dr. Miller's cabin, the bindery, 
the African House and Yucca, —all close-ups a nd some 
of early carptenry tools, —the broad axe, the toe adae and 
30 on. 

hc<'. »«>:• 4 • *' ‘ * HI*' 3 * l:: b ,jC ‘ *' 

During the morning had prepared a prospectus of 
the pictorial book which ought to be done on Natohitoches 
Parish before the ladies of the Old House get a move on to do theirs 
I am still a little resntful at Thelma for having 
suggested we cut out Carolyn in thgt venture, 
in view of the fact that Carolyn had mentioned that she and I 
contemplated such a thing when she dined with Thelma a couple 
of weeks back. 

. . .. i 'U' ’ A | ' 1 * - 1 J 

If you can imagine planning o booklet while chasing about 
from house to house, snapping pictures and generally up-setting 
the entire establishment to get the w rong things out of the picture 
and the right things in. I think she got some worth 
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Sunday,, September 29th, 195T, 


while pictures and the success of them in this magazine 
may well bring on a more elaborate study for 
some architectural magazine, 

it appears that Charlie Phillips who handles some of 
the Hodges public relations business wants to secure 
the rights for a Hodges Gardens movie since he is not likely 
to get the right to do a book on the place which, it is 
thought, will be given to la Word, The point of the 
Ramsey appointment with Ur. Hodges is to turn that 
arrangement about or some such, as near as I can figure out. 

It would appear 'less Cariger wants a book on Louisiana 
plantations. 1 take it she is enthusiastic about the 

b a you book, James ran the colored slides for Carolyn's 
lecture, Hay has put off going to The Bluff for 
another two weeks. She says if James doesn t go with her 
to California this winter, that will, be the end. It seams 
to me I heard something to the same effect if he didn't go 
to Charleston wit‘* x her last year . I gather another storm 
is brewing, Hay says she plans to make the Bluff her, home more 
and more, and for that reason isn't, buying real estate in flew 
Orleans, It a ll sounds so hurly-burly somehow. 

And so Miss Ramsey took off within a few minutes following 
her arrival, threatening to pass this way next Wednesday which 
may well mean Tuesday or Thursday or^Uonday, I suppose. 

The African House and the Yucca gallery looked as though 
a cyclone had passed this way and I immediately set to work 
to push things b a ck into their accustomed place and found 
a sort of knap-sack containing gobs of flash bulbs, films 
a iid the Lord knows what all. What hr the lady m a y imagine 
when she discovers her loss, I know not and if she planned any 
pictures at Hodges Gardens, that will be a disappointment. 

I wonder how much longer this merry-go-round a can 
keep whirling before it flies off into a dozen directions 
a ll at once. Carolyn said she plans going to Havana for 
a rest, perhaps at holiday time, I forget when she said. 

Oia Hay Word has hotel vouchers that might just as well be 
used up. Photographing a revolutiion might be nice if Senor Batista 
could arrange such a thing, and I should imagine that might not 
be so difficult. 

„ Well. I must do, so me mail now and then attempt a dab 
of reading before calling it a day . 


Memorandum : 


-•T 


It didn't rain yesterday in consequence whereof 
the carpenters shingled both morning and afternoon which 
is unheard of, the afternoon part, for a Saturday a fternoon 
in these parts. 

Along about first dark, x recalled that the Fair 
was scheduled for the Children of Strangers Chur h across the 
river and remembering that the mulatto widow lady, 

Sarah Tyrell, had, on occasion, made some wonderful 
sweet potatoe pie that tasted like pumpkin, I headed 
out in that direction but had gone no further than 
the gin when I met father calahan, out for his evening 
constitutional. I hadn t seen him in some time and 
as I was headed in the Opposite direction, he said he 
would, walk back with me • At the convent where food was 
being prepared agajnst the flight crowds, not yet amived, 
it was said there were no pies, save chicken, this 
year and that they were being prepared at the Rectory. 

And so Father Calahan and & went <xuer there and 
the place smelled wonderfully tastey, what with the 
pies just in the making. And so, in the absence of 
the sweet potato item, I asked for some chicken pies, 
thinking I would drop them- at the house across the 
fence against tonight's supper, and while I waited, 

Father Calahan and Isat in his reception poom and 

chatted about Arkansas doings. He mentioned the letter 

in this week's Enterprise, along side the column and 

remarked that the writer of that letter obviously 

knew not only the negro's mind but God's as well, since 

the writer had stated that racial mixtures were hateful to 

the Almighty, a statement which I found quite gay 

for the sedate and profound ex-official of Duquesne University, 


I 
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My Sabbath has been a quiet t one. Aside from, 
the usual correspondence, I didn t accomplish much 
a lthough I did write one letter L hadn t expected to. 

The Dark Duke, as drunk as a Lord, tapped on my door at 

mid morning, Maxine, his wife, had returned from 

her prolonged stay at the Shreveport hospital and 

op par anti y the Dark Duke began celebrating yesterday 

and she had walked out on him. The purpose of 

his visit to me was a request that I write her 

a "smooth" letter, asking her to return to him, etc,, etc,, 

and I dashed it off, adding a persond greeting 

on my own hook. 

Tonight I encountered an excellent example of the 
differences in presenting news. From 5 until 5:15 
I heard some commentator out of Washington who, among 
other things, mentioned the return of Mrs. Roosevelt 
fromRussia, Me quoted her as saying that the one foreign 
story played up in Moscow papers during her visit was 
the Arkansas business and when asked what she thought 
about the East-West c ntroversies, replied that 
it wasn t arms but a be.tter way of life that would 
win in the end. She also gave some personal impressions 
of the Bolshevip Party Secretary whom she had interviewed 
in Y a lta, Naturally I was intere.sted in everything. 

Then, at 5:15, Pa,ul Harvey car\s on and, when 
getting to the Roosevelt storf remarked that "Mrs. 

Roosevelt returned from Russia , today and had something 

vague to say about it", I suppose Mr. Harvey 

may well be considered on the extreme right in everything and 

I have gathered of late that he inclines in the 

direction of Governor Faubus but he, himself, being so 

vague in discussing that matter that he can easily 

switch to either side whenever he feels his public 

is being swayejl one way or the other. 

Yesterday J. U. paused when pssing me in the road 
and said he thought he would h a ve new shingles put on 
both Yucpa and the African House, I was glad to hear 
that since both are leaking badly. Later I saw 
thisweek's column a bout the inexpensiveness as a premium 
that a new roof insures on.ante bellum buildings but 
I know not if this column had cut any ice or not. 
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Monday, September 50th, 1957, 


an cii o.r a 1 .;>- 

Memorandum: 

It's air-ish, around 60, and the suh never did make up 
its mind today. But the WeatherBureau says no rain is 
in sight and tapping goes forward on the roof at the big 
housi.never 3 eem to get around to read all ihat James 
writes these days. He includes quotations from ante 
bellum newspapers and w^at with things bussing at a great 
rate around here, I don t get an opportunity to clip 
them out on the first reading to hold against some 
dolumn or other and so I ant getting quite a stack of 
letter which I hope I shall be able to wade through eventually. 
In one dated yesterday , he quotes from a contempoary paper 
by way of a change. It is from the Picayune, reporting 
that Alonso La^dsford has opened a picture gallery 
on. S + . Peter's Street, New rleans, I am hoping he 
will have success, 1 must inquire how things stand 
t the Delgado but unquestionably, Lan'dsford would not 
be opening a gallery if he intended returning to the museum, 

I laughed tonight when passing by the big house 
jugt before supper and noticed the cook had set the board 
for but two. She said the clerk had been at , H,‘s, 
watching the erection of a new TV tower when she 
passed by the store and that the boss had told her that 
everyone except me and possibly the Engineer working on 
the TV would sup here as everyone else was going 
to a barbecue in town. Only two people at any meal 
at elrose is unique and so I wasn t surprised when 
five people put in an appearance instead of two, and 
one of the five was J. H. -himself. 

Carmen telephoned today on^behalf of the Pilgrimage 
Committee to ask me if I wouldn t appear on at least 
one TV program, preferr a bly the NBC Monroe station next week. 
I said I preferred not to, thinking it better to entice 
somebody not so sold on the Pilgrimage business as I, on the 



And now I'm going to fold up my beard and see if I 
£H>it§*tabiS 9 Cthibfay<i*bM.'eitl}.™e Arkansas Oaaette 
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theory that such participation might quiten the interest 
of such a person. We left the thing up in the air. I 
certainly h a ve enough to do without chasing off to Monroe 
next week. 

I was impressed by the news of the fall of another 
Cabinet in France today on the Algerian Home Rule issue. 

E. Roscoe M. says the bill was so watered down anyway it 
would satisfy nobody, —and even that was rejected. 

I believe this is the 20th Cabinet to fall within 9 years. 

Su el V a multi-party system doesn t seem to work and I'm 
hoping that the U. S. may never fallow the French custom 
which strikes me as being both foolish a nd veil nigh fatal. 

O'* j. 

.7Yie artist came to see me today. She had much to say 
a bout h a ving attended the Fair across the river both on 
Saturday night and on Sunday night. It was the first time 
she had ever attended one of these mulatto sponsored under- 
. takings. She said there were lots of balck folks there 
and everything went off alright even though some of the 
patrons were drunk. She said she won a fine cake on a 
bingo chance and a little silver something, probably a tray, 
on a,no ther chance. *he did)i t say how m a ny $imes she had invested 
that brought no returns. She said there was an orchestra 
f° rla *t night s dance in the Convent and that nobody seemed to 
mind if black folks danced and some of the girls cut in on 
good dancers , —u mulatto girls, if the darker boys 
manifested signs of being especially good at "swingin' out". 

I may have expressed my unending mild surprise in last 
'll 9 *. 8 memo re 9 ar ding a S a bbath night dance, sponsored by 
the Church in the Convent. I shall go a step further 
§nd express genuine astonishment tonight in reporting what 
the artist reported, —thata booth was set up 
at the edge of the Convent playground where whiskey and 
wine were dispensed " a n' it sure did look like that 
place was takin in plenty of money". , Ho wonder some of the 
patrons appeared sagging at t'he seams. I must inquire 
further a bout this matter which, I think you will agree, 
sounds quite extraordinary off hand. y 

*The enclosure is from the Shrveport Times o‘f 
September 29th, 1957, - Sunday. It seems to be 

Z a n e heiT.°.[ a . b .]V. D ° h ° Pe "'* 1688 in V° ur neighborhood 
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Tuesday, October 1st, 1957 . 


Memorandum• 

na t i Z.tt lif/rZZr V/&il U r°l°’V 

you Ln t. to get a Zft.VY/ «»<» V «. 

but if not, this one 3 win ttieir coloring 

general composition. ^ 30me con °eption of their 

J ,, { shall have particulars regarding Dr. Matas' 
will to 3end along in a day or two. He left a * 

million dollars to the Tulane Medical Library. 

I was talking with Madam Enipmeyer who 

ii d JH rk l d Wi * th ? r ’ Uataa tn 3Ur 9 er V a nd was very- interested 
in some points she recalled from the early 1920's. 

She said everybody on the hospital staff was 

V\u h Vu ed "}*{ * im ' he waa 30 kind t0 everyone. -He was 
usually assisted m his operations by what the paper 

described as his step-son", Dr. Landry, who always 
referred to his father as The Chief. V 

°’ m P hitheatr f of the operating room was always 
crowded wheneuerDr. Matas was scheduled to operate. 

-f 08 J! ta c “ 3tom t0 lecture as he progressed with the 
operaWon and on ocoasion, when he was getting pretty 
well along in years, the nurses were sometimes in a 
Panic when they felt that he was forgetting the 

io 8 thl a ltld^nV ld a>l i h di9reaaed at 8ome len 9 th to point out 

was DroareVsiln I" d m P hith eatre just how this and that 
was progressing in the operations. 

J ‘ orever concerned with dll manner of 
* rf » Pt *‘t'W re »«»<*«»• matters of ordinary living 
usial to hi°', C ri a8i0n ' f° llowin 9 an operation, he retired as 
nut nn Hi. dr J 3a \ n ? room, removed his costume and 
put on his coat and hat and had gone a piece down the 


t 
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corridor on his way out of the building when one of the 

doctors, encountering him, remarked to him that 

he had forgotten to put on his trousers. "Well, so 1 have," 

Dr. Matas responded, and thanked the doctor for reminding 
him of it and so returned and retrieved hts forsaken 
P a nt $• 

• He had the good fortune to have a housekeeper, following 
his first housekeeper's death, who took wonderful care 
of him, always preparing the foods he liked best and 
generally relieving him of the necessity of bothering 
with household dperations. A remark a ble linguist, 

Dr. Matas spoke perfect English . He looked like 

something out of Aragon or Castile, so Spanish was his appearance 

and his "step-son" resembled his, father not at all. 


I saw the artist today and I asked for more details 
regarding the Fair. She said the hard liquor was 
set up as prises for "some little old game where you 
put down some money and were giv somelittle old rings or some 
such and you'se supposed to throw them over somethin'", 
and if you won, the wine or whiskey, as chance might have 
it, was your reward, and the place did more busiiiess even 
than the popular bingo tables. I dropped James a 
line last night, suggesting that next year at 
"So-say-shun", the Baptists should take a page from 
the Catholics by introducing a saloon at their conclave 
as I felt sure it would turn out to be an enormous success 
for everything except sobriety. 


Our cloudy weather continues but without rain. 

I doubt if the thermometer got up into the 70's 

today here in the^ulf area while up 1forth in^Le Nebraska 

area the radio mentioned th.e probability of 9<rdegree readings. 

From fames' letter', * t gather that the autographing 
Pa T " b V f or Alice Walworth Graham's new bqok may have been 
yesterday, if not-next Monday. I haven t heard anyone mention 
it as being reviewed as yet. Perhaps that will come next 
Sunday. And so the week gets under way and tonight 
I hope to do a d b of reading which will be pleasant, 
following a busy^day out of doors. 


a \ A bi 
i © »tt< 
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0 I8000 0 
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Wednesday, October 2nd, 1957. 

✓ 

.• jno i-.iftOJ.--o -ty va• * aitoo *1*0 

uWc as 1 j . 0 - b«.\ ft -It . v'H. i.JLO 

t'- ■ * 

Memorandum : t 

The opening of the “orldSexies must have altered many 
a program across the nation today. 

,«•*, .■ :r .t ; L . • -ih r. v.t 4 

I can t say say that it had anything to do with 
the 1st class mail sack having gone to Buckeye or 
Melvil or where ever but, nevertheless, there was no 1st 
class mail. 

- „ -j- .. • v.. •• r. .• r n‘\ -- - 

In the Yankee Stadium, things got under way at 
1 0:45 our time and so, because Eugene is a baseball 
fan, we ate early, swallowing our food whole between the 3rd and 
4th inning and the store remained closed until the 
last bat had been swung which was about 1:15, I guess. The 
same program will be in order for the morrow, too, I 
suppose. 

1.41} . At 4 0* 300 II" 0 • -• ei-0 i. .... C-. J itt 

With characteristic disdain of hard and fast rules 
for plantation operation, J. H. told all the tractor 
a iid gin folks to take a couple of hours off so they could 
keep close to their TV sets, being but s single example 
of the way of doingm things that, makes him so different 
from other planters such as J. H. Williams, or some such. 

Carolyn called from Old &onita last night, saying , 

she would get down this way some time during the day. She wasn t 
quite sure.....interruption..... 

Carolyn telephoned last night, saying she would 
pass this way today. She called this e ven in gat 5 
and I went in to town with Eugeneand we 


STH I 3 w bf.i. sc : st »0. .q s-'J 

. nitv 1 . r i a*v t. ’.'•*» t. . 4 ■' i 0 8 1 ' Sj ■- SC 

. J- ;/• t 

}T Q'yi STO*. SHU DTSOitt 10\ ,4t 4 TSOOO U 3i, t 

- i 0*' br.ft \© %ms, b \o 0 

.3 ... j. U .. : S" u i 5 i -Ah 4 . . ;A » ' 
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Thursday , October 3rd, A957 . 


\at week 


covered considerable ground concerning articles 
for Ola Hag Word and prob-ble articles for other magazines 
and I was back home a little after 9, the lady bringing 
me down but not coming in, as she plans to get 
started for flew Orleans or some place down that way 
at the screech of dawn, I shal 1 be amazed if that 
program carries through, what with all plans seeming to 
be postponed from one dead line to ai other ad infinitum, 

Instead of participating in the flatchitoches Pilgrimage 
and autograo hing books at the Comus Club in torn, Carolyn 
decided to go over to Waco where Ida is going to have an 
autographing party for her and would like to stage it on 
the 18th when there are festivities at Bcyllor ColAbe f o 
end, during which time an honorary degree will be pdnndd on Cecile fii 
l)e Uille, etc,, etc, I imagine she will sell more boo«« 
in Waco than she would in Uatohitoches and think the 
selection, of that date a good move, Besides, it provides 
another excuse for getting into the big road and 
that lure is certainly more entrancing at the moment, what 
with the Louisiana roads about worn out with the flying 
up and down between Marshall and theCrescent 
City, i 

tt - 

The interruption a few minutes b a ck was a telephone 
call from the artist, of all people. That she 
should be calling me at 10 o'clock at night 
is unusual and, by the manner in which she laughed, I 
suspect the arrival of the vId Age Pension check in 
yesterday's post may have inspired her to throw a dab of 
a party, ostensibly the. reason for the.call was 
to say she had finished apicture she had been painting 
to my order but that is not an unusual event and 
information regarding the state of. the nation is 
usually reserved for 7 or & o'clock in the 
morning, 

J, H, passed this way and said he thought it too bad to mess up 
the place just before Pilgrimage and wouldn t I prefer to 
h n ve the house shingled some time later, I tyld him 
I didn t care if the pilgrims got lost in flying shingles, 
that a covering for yucca was more important that 
a couple of days of Pilgrimage and he acc-crdingly agreed that 

PMtsl9foV lcl A*d9i» jWthMl§O80ri§ $HtMHe^9M if it keeps 
lip, I 11 begin to think it is resembling Lyme, . 


Memorandum: 


9 ". 


a*' 


«. g 


; ! at -d V. 

■ Aaaiu Se 


Sucha busy day, 1 My engine is turning over a 
billion revolutions a minute although, at the 
moment, os it is not in gear, I don t seem to be 
getting ax'ywhere in spite of all the speed potentials, 

Carolyn had said last night that she had to 
leave for Baton Rouge early-early and so I wasn t 
surprised when my telephone rang at 6 this morntng. 

She 3a id she wanted to jot down a couple of things 
on the timber article she had taken pictures for, with 
a view to running the thing in some paper for la Word, 

She said also that since this was about the last time 
the butterfly lilies would be appearing in huge clusters, 
she thought it might be a good idea to get a shot, both 
in black and white and in color, of the artist 
sitting beneath the tall sprays and that if I would round 
up the artist, she would be here between #;30 and 9, 

'At 9 :30 T telephoned her at I, S, Willard's and 

discovered she had decided to do the article completely 

and would send it off on a bus to Shrefieport, I 

told her the sun would be collapsing the lilies almost any 

minute and I couldn't keep the earth froin rotating 

much longer. She said she would hurry but didn't 

think she coul’d make it before 1 0t30. 


The artist came and I sent her b n ck home. Dinner came 
jid we ate with the same speed as yesterday so Augene could 
get to see the TV, Carolyn arrived at 18:30, The 
artist came a few minutes later. The butterfly lilies 
h a d long since collapped for the day and so the artist 
was sent b a ck home, *Later she told me she thought 
‘Carolyn 8 eye’s looked terribly red. She took an Asian 
flu shot yesterday and apparantly the preventative is os 
b a d as the malady it is supposed to ward off. At 
18:4 5, she was b a ck in the big road again, heading for 
^ Baton Rouqe and thence to Hew Orleans, I wonder how 
"long she is going to be able to keep up this pace. 

She speaks of the advantages of going to Havana for 
a rest, I should say off hand that any bed, being closer to 
hand, would be much better, 

it * u art, sAe rtoiiVsi \C 97C;: **'“ 5 uo< *r» 
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Andy had already arrived before Carolyn departed and 
together we put up curtains, carted all the books out 
of the living room and on to the gallery for a 
thorough -cleaning, and somehow I wedged in some 
hill billy pilgrims, etc., etc., etc. 

J. H. passed this way this morning, giving me 
an opportunity to congratulate him on his 60 th birthday. 

He had one of the carpenters with him and remarked that since 
the roof couldn't possibly get its new oo vering before 
next week'8 pilgrimage if the job was undertaken on the 
morrow, didn t I think it would be better to avoid the 
confusion and let the whole£ thing go until 
sometime later in the month. 1 told him I did not, 
and that even though pilgrims might have to crawl over heaps 
of old shingles as the new ones were taking their place, I 
should prefer that sort of a thing to putting off the 
job. It strikes me it's wise to make the most of the 
thing right now and trust no uncertain futures. Accordingly, 

I suppose, the■ carpenters wll begin raining down 
old shingles on the morrow and I shall be as happy as 
a clam, regardles'e of what they tear up. 

I'm not sure if I set the record straight on the 
painting across the fence or not. I was wrong when 
I predicted the gray paint would prove unsatisfactory within 
a few months and that the t ing woijld have to be done over again 
The fact is that the painters hadn t finished the rest of the 
inside job before Ceieste had decided that the two coats 
of. gray already applied to living room and dining room were 
too dark and so-a third and lighter coat was applied forthwith. 

\ % - 

I saw Father froble for\p moment yesterday. He said 
the 0 hrch cleared about 1, 500 dollars on their last week- 
end fair. 

Madam Beaufort telephoned me, ostensibly to say she had 
purchased.Carolyn '8 book and loved it. She asked me to bring 
her to her house. 1 reckon she wants some good phptgraphr- 

and perhaps a little publicity. She said Miss “ormon got 
the mortgage money froi} some coffee people in South Louisiana. 
She asked me if I didn t want to s buscribe to or for a copy 
a bout the release date of which she was uncertain. I suggested 
that for themoment JJ 8he might sit on attack, that is. Madam 
Beaufrot, not Miss u ormon, what with Miss D. being so thin . 


Memornadum : 


"October's bright blue weather" is obtaining at 
the moment, and may it so continue for a couple of weeks. 

Hot too longafter sun-up, a vast clattering began 
as a flock of carpenters began mp putting up scaffolding 
at Yucca and before the morning had advanced very far, cascades of 
old shingles were beginning to inundate the buttefly lily 
beds along the fr % ont gallery and hammering at a great 
rate began as the new shingles were being nailed into 
place. • < t 

I coffeed alone with Madam H e gard on h,er birthday, 
her daughter having gone to twon . The two members of this 
family, uncle and nephew, doing business in twon, were 
down for dinner, the uncle wearing gray face and mumbling 
a out how if he had his way, the whole dam place could rot down. 

In the afternoon about 3, while scurrying a bout in 
efforts to get rid of trash in the form of ex-scaffolding, shingle 
etc, in front of the big house, I received my first greeting 
of the day from Celeste. Her response to my salutation 
was a ges ure of dispair and a forward gesture of her hands, with 
wail about looking at same. I looked and didn t see much 
but it seems they were dusty, she having been putting some 
books in order in the library. It was all so terrible, having to 
one’8 hand and I was assured that next year there would 
be no pilgrimage, etc., etc. and I said I hoped her mother 
was having os happy a birthday as hpr appearance in the 
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Sunday, October 6th, 1957, 


As for myself, 1 have s tuck to my knitting to 
the best of my bility, gathering up trash as quickly as 
possible as it catapaults from above, telling myself 
the Weather Bureau could be wrong in its prediction 
that there will be rain on Monday. 

cCedar shingles are replacing the hand-hewn cypress 
ones that covered Yucca before. Of course the .hand-hewn 
cypress were more appropriate for a house of this type but 
I notice one thing I hadn t ,thought of before as the 
old shingles are tossed down from the roof. Thi3 is the 
fact that the hand hewn shingles vary vastly in thickness 
with a result aht many of them are still sound and might 
be expected to last another decade or so. But otheres, 
prob a bly h a ving been cut thinner through human variation 
in such a chore, are utterly worn out, some of them as powdery 
a s tinder and others tending to go into an up-sweep like 
a drake's tail . I had never before thought of 
such differences obtaining in the hand hewn shingle department 
a nd I am p onvinced, naturally, that the pragmatic value 
of materials thus used, like that of the weakest link 
of a chain, depends not on the. qual ity of the best 
but the d.is integrating potential . of the weakest. I shall 
regret that the old cypress roof has had to be replaced but I shall 
be thankful that the one replacing it is more or less standard 
inquality. 

Tonight's radio seems to. have lots to say 
about the success of the Russian effort to put an 
artificial moon into circula-tion. In three quarters of an 
hour of rest and news listening, I heard the thing would last 
two and a half days and. then fall to earth and 

on another w a ve length, that it would last for about five years 

a nd be consumed in flames as it. approached heavier atmospher 

when it was finished and be mb consumed. So I still have 

lots of latitude for learning on such matters, and especially 

about artificial moons about which I understand nothing. The 

single report I liked best was t at the thing measured n bout 

81 inches in diameter and could be seen with aiL or idnary telescope 

readily enough, --its distance from the earth Tming 

only about 500 miles. With a good telescpoe, seeing anything 

81 inches in dimater at a 500 mile distance 

strikes me as awfully good. Well, I, for one, am going 

to remain contented with the. bigger and older moon to,whiabl have 
so long been accustomed and loved so much and those who will may 
take on the newer and more fancy models........ 


Memorandum: 

The weather was so perfect this week end, cool 
and bright. The rumpus that went on Saturday 
was incredible, as much in contrast to the 
, atmospheric as one could imagine. 

People descdning from the American Indian should 
always be careful about drinking and Sister had 
plenty before noon so that by the time her youngest 
brother had arrived for dinner, the two of t them 
had quite a field day about what they didn t like 
about the way Melrose was being handled. When they see 
today's Picayune, I suppose they will both go into 
spasms. 

i. J. H. brought the paper from town tonight, a 

copy for Celeste and one for me and said it was a fine 
article and the pictures were pretty, too. The rest 
of them will simply have to 3 torm it out, I guess, and 
while it is tiresome to have to put up with their gaff, 
one doesn't mind so long as the General, Joe and 0 J. H 
are pleased. . , • 

It looks like a busy week ahead, what with 
the carpenters not yet finished with the big house, 
and much scaffolding remaining there. And, of course, 
the shingling at Yucca is just getting nicely under way 
with the amount of trash about beyond measure. 

I got two surprises this evening when Celeste 
f ,, on mentioning that she was leaving for Dallas on 

Tuesday morning to see My Fair Lady r returning here 
Thursday night, casually remarked, —aifd this was 
tjja+isurprise, - that she simply wouldn t be a ble to 
Seejto it that the big house got a thorough cleaning, 

secondly, she had told Thelma that although she 
ha<$ promised to be on a TV program with her in 

• •••»••• 9 8 0 C1 U ' i\ i. £ 
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Alexandria on Wednesday, sUe, of course, would be 


un a ble 


to do so, what with Dallas being in the cards, 
a nd asked me if 1 would mind taking her place. 

She will get b a ck in time tq get into her hoop skirt, 

I believe. 1 certainly don t want to have to crawl 
into tat regardless although I don't mid cooperating 
where it is possible. 

,fhe Saturday rumpus stemmed from the fact that Sister 
didn't see her name mentiqned in the article a bout 
the tour in last u unday's Shreveport Times. Imagine. 

She and her brother are determined to close down the 
place, jealousy, apparantly, being the primary fac or in 
their "mad". I have always found it puasling that 
with neither of them raising a finger to keep the place 
going, they can make such a racket r bout the business. 

, I take it there must have been a joint 

mix up with the telephone and electric wires somewhere 

in the Parish last night arouifd midnight, for the 

electricity went off and didn t come on until 

between 9 anq 10 this morning and the 'phone 

service wasn t restored until the middle of the afternoon. 

didn t find myself greatly iticonvenienced although 
I should have taken off my beard a little earlier 
than 1 0:30, had there been any water, for the water 
system functions by electricity, —which i3 most of the 
time, thank Heaven. 

I a m 80 glad that the Picayune will afford you an 
opportunity to see how Ilephratite dominates the window 
here by my desk. I think you will agree that nothing 
in the nature of a gift could have been more perfAt 
in giving just the right tone to the whole composition. 

I thought of R. B. and Ora this evening when 
the radio announced that Milwaukee had won today's 
game. I'm sure this must have pleased them, especially 
for the sake of their friends who invited them 
up for Fr Saturday' 3 and Sunday's gaitoy. I suppose 
the two of them will be winging f their. way back 
home tonight which probably isn t such a long trip 
by air although much farther than 1 3mould care to go for 
such a purpose........ 

\ 


P.S. - I believe Blanche appears in the gourd photo 
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Monday, October 7th, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

The weather continues.perfect, in sharp contrast to 
reports from Lyme, suggesting considerable iuclemncies 
in that quarter. 

At coffee this morning I found the ladies unhappy, 
the elder because she had.just received a donator's bill 
together with one from the druggist which she felt eroess i-ve, and 
the youngsr lady iistrs: 333 d about the oxceosivo demands 
life -takes on her. 

ttS -r t*tioo t aes ' V-"' »t • 'O 

But tomorrow morning she will be taking off early for 
her three day jaunt to D a llas and so everything will be 
rosey by then, I expectt. . 

It is pleasant to report that today the carpenters 
covered about three quarters of the southern slant of the roof. 

I suppose they may begin on thq slant toward the Horth 

sometime tomorrow but they can t possibly finish the 

East and West sl a nts f before the week end and I care not 

n bit about when they conclude their work, —just so long as the new 

roof eventually gets tacked on. 

The clerk mentioned this .noon that Sister declared that 
she intended coming to the Pilgrimage this week end and 
that ^ought to just a bout bring the house down, —not only this 
house but all the others, for such a visit would be made 
only with a view to causing a riot and such an 
intention would surely induce her to fortify herself he a vily 
with fire water before hand, and just what that bridge 
may be like, we shall find out when we get a round to oavss it. 

It goes wit out saying that I a m finding these days 

quite filled with various undertakings a »d 1 think 

I shall let reading rest tonight and probably shall 

give little heed to the radio. And mentioning that medium 

of information and ente-rtainment, I must say that local stations 

a re growing-astonishingly poor in material at just the time I 

thought the quality of their programs would pick up. I am 

, told that so many r^diostations are making money on TV and so 

are content to let radio play second fiddle, and the radio 

station making money these days is tjie one which pandSrs to the 

taste, fif the hijLl billy type of mind which must explain 

tbS °S dreadful chortles around the clock on 

m osiBtations. 


•: 3 I 
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Tuesday, October Bth, 1957 


As I turned the.page, I, S, Willard 
telephoned, She began talking O bout the business 
in yesterday's Picayune and it dawned on me then and 
there that I had neglected to take a look at the 
m a gasine today and so I find myself quite ignorant as 
tothe contents of the article • And so I 
fished the thing out and glanced at the pictures again 
as la Willard talked, There may be a couple 
of points I have mentioned before, but I shall 
touch on them again regardlesst The cover might 
deciver some people as to the time of year the picture was 
taken in view of the presence of a cape jessamine on 
my desk, Most people would assume this flower would 
indicate that the month was mMay or June when cape jessamines 
are doing big stuff in this latitude, But it chanced 
that I found one on that Sunday morning in September 
on the day Carolyn pulied in so far behind schedule and 
got some pictures regardless and this was one 
of those pictures, It was twilight outside at 
the time the shot was made but the blackness of the 
window panes suggests it,might have been night, 

Of the other pictures, I take it the one under the big 
o a k may have been snapped in February or March a year or two 
go, Surely there are mighty few leaves on the oak, and 
I cannot tell if there are any Chinese magnolias in 
bloom or not. The other two pictures onthe same page,- 
the bed and the gourds, were taken on the same Sunday as 
the cover, -lastSeptember, t On the opposite page, 

I cannot tell if the hinese magnolia to the right 
of the sugar pot is in flower or not but a3 I cannot 
see the gourds suspended from the eaves I take it that 
this was a picture of a year or two ago, and thq same may 
be said of the one with the artist, for I haven t seen that 
skirt she is wearing since she made the TV film, It goes 
without saying that your panel, - Wash Day on the Plantation, 
was taken a year agoi~ I a 1 * hoping you may get some notion 
of the ooloring from this print. The picture of 
the Chapel was taken on the late September Sabbath evening. 
The liiftle girl with pig tails is Dolores Davis, the 
artist s grandchild, the other little girl is Emily 
Solomon, King Solomon's eldest daughter. 

And so I load you up with details which ^re already 
known to you, but I hope you don't mind the*repetition, 

And now I must fold with the thought that Lyme 
may be restful tonight,, . 


days of ain had come to an end. but, unlike the 
sport's reporter who was thinking 3 bout tomorrow's 
Wolrd Series' game, I have little Miss Lee in mind. 

Two letters to hand in today's post, —the one 
from Robina which was as pleasant as usual, and the 
one from Harnett Kane whiqh was certainly unexpected, You 
may be quitq sure he wasn t wasting three cents of postage 
merely to send me felicitations and I have no doubt the 
real reason for the letter may be found in whatever it was 
he had to say about seeing me soon or some such, 

I shall, of course, acknowledge his letter and you 
may be equally sure I shall .make no reference whatsoever 
about seeing him, either soon or late. That he knew me 
well enough to call me by my first name in his salutation 
was amusing, I thought, in contrast to the fact that 
he must have thought I might have confused him with some 
other Harnett since he felt constrained to sign 
both his first and last name, 

I shall reply affirmatively to Robina's question 
in regard to the sending of a copy of the Picayune to you. 






f » 

-M 
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The fact that she brought up the matter suggests a desire 
on her part to send such a greeting and, in the event you 
should have no luck in securing copy locally, the one 
she may8end will be doubly appreciated, In the event 
you should want any extra copies, I cjn qi ite sure 
I shall have & ample supply although these have no as yet 
come to hand but probably will within a day or so. At the 
moment I have the one J, H, g a ve me and a s he misplaced 
his copy, 1 feel I had better keep this one to hand as he 
has twice asked to borrow it, 

I paused for a fewminutes this afternoon in my 
labors when Blythe appeared, bringing some lady with 
her and telling two Californians whom she found at 
the front gate that she was sure I would be glad to 
give them a little go-round. When she saw the vast 
j mount of work piled high that would require attention 
before the week end arrives, she simply couldn't 
believe her ears when I told her that Celeste had pulled 
out early this morning for a three day frolic in Dallas, 

Thelma Kyser telephoned me this morning and appeared 
equally astonished, She had hoped I would participate 
in tomorrow's TV program in Alexandria but expressed 
.herself as understanding perfectly when I declined 
to join her and her husband. 

Along n bout first dark tonight, 1 went over to 
do a d n b of antique baby-sitting and found Madam Regard 
in a hapy frame of mind at being alone. She had been 
entertaining carpenters all d a y, a new mantel being installed 
in the living room and new walls, deling and flooring 
in .one of the bat room I suppose perhaps 
the colors aren t fashionable that were incorporated in 
the room 3 or 4 years ago when the room was added to the house 
in mid summer. Anyway, it's being done over to the extent 
of new wall boards, new 1 inoleum, etc,, and things # 

are a ccomplished with far greater ease when the mistress isn t 
about, n ■ t t 

uA frAoi* t ».\ v oAff ftucd ieus 

Madam R e gard spoke with so much pleasure of your 
message to her on her .birthday. Things have been 
swirling so fast during the past week that she and 
I had little opportun ity to compare notes and it 
gave her such obvious pleasure to speak with you 
orrather of you in the peace of our evening sitting alone. 

And now I must do a d a b of mail and then fold up against 
a busy day on the morrow . 


Wednesday, October 9th, 1937, 


Memorandum : 

How very nice of little Hiss Lee to make my day 
the happier by causing the Hatchitoches wire service 
to telephone me this a fternoon, indicating that by 
telepathy we might spend the balance of the day sharing 
our happinessat the same time, all distance eliminated and 
two hearts beating as one. 

With the message getting through in the early 
afternoon, I assumed that either little Hiss Lee had 
passed by her favorite news stand on her way to the office or, 
by some miracle, had taken time out for a quick breeae 
across town during a lunch hour. But what wifh out of office 
lunch hours so hard to come bye these days, I found 
myself hoping that which ever way it was, thq visit to 
the source of supply didn't entangle the day s program 
too much. 

Be that as it may, my afternoon was so joyful, 
which made the industry slide dL ong so smoothly, just 
realiaing that little Hiss Lee was pleased which, naturally, 
was enough to make me as happy as a clam. 

And I am so qlad to have the particulars regarding 
things that haven t happened as yet regarding 
the Hastings House publication, it w a s my understanding 
that a copy of the B a you book was scheduled to reach your 
true hand, on or before the 19th, As previous 
correspondence, however, may have indicated, I believe 
the author has lost all track of time and has forgotten 
many a thing which was important to her, — a ll because 
of the pressure from too many fronts against a background that 
was never very famous for correspondence, I should have 
thought Hastings House would have got the book reviewed in the 
metropolitan press before now but perhaps lots of publishers are 
elbowing their way into'the book review sections and some 
haven t made the grade as yet, 

• t\ \ 4U*. . - r ' 0 A. " t J 3 •' 

The book review I-wrote for publication on the date nearest 


in 


1 
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Thursday , October 10th, 1 • 


September 19th, hasn t appeared yet. I g a ve pages 
1,8, and 4 to the author, asking that page three be 
typed in with the quotations I had led up to. It was to 
be returned to me on the 18th, last past, as I recall, together 
with an illustration from the book, which would be printe along 
side the column. D ut neither the review nor the picture 
h a s come to hand and I nientioned it but once prior to the 
18th, realising the lady was so busy with movies she had no 
time for the missing page' and print. She had also promised 
a black and white gourd picture to be run in connection with 
this week s column which is about gourds, but that article 
goes to press tomorrow and without the illustration. 

I a m sorry there is thisl a pse of memory and inability to stick to 
schedule but 1 c a n understand it perfectly a nd am sorry 
the lady is putting herself through so mightily and so short¬ 
sightedly. 

Ur. Burke > Promotion Manager of the Times picayune,— 
whatever that is, telephoned The Enterprise tociay, asking if it 
would be possible for him to contact me on Saturday, 
should he and Mrs. Burke get up this way for the Pilgrimage. 

I shall be curious to see what he has in mind Well, we shall see. 

Carmen telephoned me this morning. &he mentioned 
that Rosalind had appeared at the President's reception the other 
night and looked wonderful but that Thelma had not counted 
on her presence, as she never can count on her. Thelma 
believes that, contrary to Rosalind s theatrical report 
of thievery at her home during her summer in Georgia was 
just some thing Rosalind trumped up in her own mind. One of the 
local ladies, perhaps Thelma, who has certainly done everything 
for a osal ind<, is contemplating writing to Rosalind’s uncle 
in Georgia, recommending that her mother or some member of the 
family cqme ouer.here to stay with the lady. Just so long 
a s I don t hear from her over the week end, all will be well, so 
far as 1 -am concerned. 

Ora telephoned this morning. She and R. B. breakfasted 
with the Lesters at 6:30 yesterday morning and were back home in 
Natchitoches when the noon; - 1 o’clock whistles were blowing, 
the plane have set down only once, --and very gently at 
Little Rock, on the way down from Milwaukee. But I must 

man m - i 


Memorandum : 

Sunny and pleasant today and I’m hoping 
the sky may remain cloudless for another day at least, 
what with all the shingles having been ripped off 
the west end of Yucca thisafternoon. Rain 
would put a crimp in things on Saturday and 
Sunday but, should one have to make a choice, 

I should rather have the crimp then .than 
at the moment when there is no covering. 

At breakfast this morning, the clerk told me 
that Celeste had telephoned him at his house at 11 j30 
last night, saying she and her .friends were back from 
Dallas and that she had been ua a ble to get 
a response to her telephone ccxl to J. H. but 
the clerk had no difficulty when he tried. She had 
her car in town but wanted J. H. to come to town 
so the two cars could make the trip down here, thus 
avoiding the necessity of driving alone. Imagine. 

At coffee this morning. Madam Regard and -i had 
five minutes of chat before Celeste put in an appearance. 
Madam Regard remarked how glad she was the new bath 
room was finished during Celeste’s absence so that 
there wouldn’t be that to fuss a bout. Hhe said 
she had seen to it that it was in order and that 
the servant had gone over it to boot in spite 
of .its newness, just to be sure. Two 

minutes later Celeste appeared and complained bitterly 
bout how filthy the new bathroom was. Naturally 
1 didn t glance in Madam Regard s direction. 

Everything was out of joint and although 
the Dallas thing had been perfectly darling, everything 
she found on her return was simply terrible. How , 

j, H . put 3 upwith 3 uch unending disagreeablenes3, I can t 

. i.rna • 

I guess there wasn t much in today’s m a il of 
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interest but i'll send some samples along. In his 
letter, James mentions8 that Carolyn will be up here 
"on Wednesday" but I didn t see her either on 
Wednesday or Thursday and so T assume she may have 
gone to Waco for the week end, although that is only 
guess, Madam M f }lspaugh telephoned me today 
io'sqy the book isn t selling, not because people 
aren t interested bat because they find the price 
of $5,75 rather more than they want to pay. As 
I do not keep up with book prices, I know not if 
this one is out of line or not although I must say 
that possibly because I am not in touch with book prices, 
#5.75 does strike me as being rather high for 
a book of this type which, in spite of its illustrations, 
is promarily a volume of text rather than pictures, 

Ur, Reams just telephoned me for a little 
chat, I had not heard from him since he 
left on his vacation in eary summer. He 
read something or other from Time, * believe it 
was, indicating that u oddingCarter s Greenville paper 
is supporting the stand of the President 
rather than the Arkansas Governor, That certainly 
required courage, what with the vast bulk of 
Southern papers all making strange noises in f a vor 
of the^oernor, or, at least, against the President, 

All the racket going on as the shingles cascade 
from on high in clouds of dust, I can t blame 
Mai son and Blanche for paying longer visits 
day after day on the cook where a measure of 
peace has returned at the big house. Where 
little old Iloir has vanished, I wouldn't know 
hut I'm hoping her will put in an appearance 
again, once the racket of the carpenters and 
the pilgrims die away, 

I must knock off some mail now and then 
fold up my beard, I hold the thought that 
sleep has long since blessed Lyme,,,,,,,, 


• or.' 


Friday, October 11th, 1957, 


. 

Uemorandum : 

There never was a prettier day, so blue, so gold 
so just right in temperature, 

Dowreatha the cook sent word she was down 
with the flu. But Carrie, Celeeste 's servant, 
was b a ck on the job after a 84 hour rest and 
so the world seemed.^al 1 biright and fair across 
the fence. We dined there at noon quid suppeed there 
tonight but we had our breakfast at the big house, 

I h a ve waited until now to state with a degree 
of finality that Yucca has, indeed, a new roof. The 
carpenters began taking down the scaffolding along 
r bout 3 or 4 o'clock this afternoon and in spite of 
much resulting hurly-burly in the rain of stuff, 
still I don t mind the confusion at all, what with 
the pleasant'relaisation that, "excusin' o big wind", 
the interior of Yucca ought to remain fairly 
dry for a few seasons ahead. And I must say 
that is a particularly pleasant sensation, what 
with the tricks I have had to effect during the 
past couple of years while things were gettingaround 
to the proper moment for the re-doing of the 
buildings, 


Mr, Beckerman telephoned me this noon. 

He said he recalled the picture in the Picayune showing 
the gourdq on the front gallery and that since 
this week s column hud to do-.a bout gourds, he 
thought it might do no harm to put an Editor's 
note onthe column and run it on separate sheets 
for the Pilgrimage, and that he would send down as 
m a ny copies as I would like, if I thought the idea 
a good one and if I thought e a ch Pilgrim would 
enjoy being given a little souvenir of their 
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Sunday, October 15th, 1957 


Melrose visit. He suggested that he would add a note 
suggesting that the reader might call attention 
to the column to his own Editor and thus we might 
find someone else in the newspaper business who 
would be interested. I thought it very kind of 
him to offer to make the re-prints and send them down. 

I, of course, shall be in the African House and 
after leaving the big house, most of the Pilgrims 
will encounter me there, after which they will visit 
the Yucca gallery and be knocked down by the vast 
array of gourds, probably, and then, once inside 
the house, Ora or Juanita can give them a 
copy of the column and so it should turn very 
neatly, I should imagine. 

Carolyn had promised me a black and white picture 
of the gourd scene which I had had in mind to use 
in conjunction with the column and it would have been 
nice if that picture might have been used in the re¬ 
print, but I reckon she has been too busy to 
get around to t(»e glossy print and so we shall 
do without it. As I haven't heard from her, 

I assume she has probably gone over to Waco 
and.I know not if she advised the Hysterical Ladies 
that she would not be at the °omus Club to do the 
a utographying, as had been suggested. 

I read a little last night from the Thomas Craven 
"Men ofArt. His chapter on Goaya I find most entertaining. 

I thought it as well turned as his chapter on Paul Peter rubens 
His account of Venice, "Courtisan of the Renaissance, 
is exceptonally fine and the way he takes 
16th century Spain down the slides is 
devastating, but, I fear, too well founded to 
en a ble anyone to call Mr. Craven biased • 


Memorandum : 


The week-end Pilgrimage was a success • The weather was 
perfect, the number of pilgrims just right and everyone well be¬ 
haved . 

vv, t •. 

Blythe came to see me at 1 o 'clock on Satu day and 
lent me q hand until a little after 4 at the African House which was 
n great help. Miss Hunter was at her post in the upper 
section of the African House, Ora and Juanita at 

Yucca and Heaven knows how many assistants Celeste had at the big house 

I think more people came from greater distances this year 
than previously. On Saturday, six different sets of people 
from Hew Orleans mentioned to me that they had come on the 
strength of last Sunday's Picayune article. 

Hatches, Mississippi, was well represented although 
there were so many people swirling around when Hatches appeared 
that I had an opportunity to speak but with a few of them. Among 
those I did chat with was Mrs. Barnum of Arlington and 
Monmouth * She told me Roane Fleming Byrnes was in bed with 
■ the flu which accounted for her n bsenoe • 1 


I never did hear where Miss Ramsey spent the week end 
but there were lots of people from Marshall and Jefferson, 

Texas. I assume Carolyn may or may not have gone over to 
Waco but that is vague a s to any precise point. I believe James 
had said something n bout sending me abottle t of wine or some such # 
by Carolyn who was coming t is way on Wednesday although he didn t 
seem sure about the point although when last here, she had mentioned 
she would be here on Wednesday with a camera maii to shoot some 
cotton pioking scenes but I never did see anything of her. One 
piece Jitting into the picture, although I a ”i not quite qyre where 
it goes, is the ,statement of a Saturday pilgrim who delivered 
a message to v\e from the owner of the motel, —The Louiaianne, in 
town, the pilgrim saying that the Louisianue operator had asked him 
to request me to send him a couple of copies of the Picayune article 
■«u ah Liiw AaiAa a hi ai oqo oaate Atiw 

iiit... ' LQ to • ■ • ' 


Too many telephone interruptions have 
interjecting themselves since I began this memo and 
so if it seems unusually disjointed, pray be charitable 
The weather forecast is for fair days over the week end 
May the people be as well behaved as the weather . 
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Monday, October 14th, 1957, 


0<i 


if I happened to have extra copies, as Carolyn had told the 
Louisianne operator that she was under the impression I had 
extra copies. Couched in that tense, it would seem that 
Carolyn might have been at the L°" isia " u l . 8omet ' m * 
last Sunday but that is merely an assumption and she majiiwiJ 
have been ina half dozen different places other than Uatchitoches. 

Among today's pilgrims w a s that man, Chocker o some a “ ch > 
from Mimosa Hall, somewhere between Jefferson and Shreveport wUere 
Carolyn and I had stopped a year ago last Spring. I s^oui 
h„ve enjoyed taking time out for a little chat with him bu 
the pressure of pilgrims denied me that pleasure. 

Tonight about first dark, after the last pilgrim had 
departed, some of Miss Cammie s kin folks from B a you h afowrche 
stopped off, —their first visit to Melrose. They had had to 
go to Shreveport to accompany someone entering a hospital there 
nd so stopped‘Off here on their way b a ck. They lingered a 
little longer than they should have and thus supper was put off 
until everybody had a pretty good apetite, I believe. As 
for myself, I know ± was hungry and now that -J have supped, 

I find that I am getting sleepy and I proba bly shall 
hear little on tonight's radio 

Saturday's post brought a letter from Alice jkias but 
I didn't have the luck to get anyone to lend me a hand with it 
for its script looks mighty difficult and I may have to wait 
until later in the weekbefore exploring its contents. 

I had thought Ora or John Xyser who, with Thelma, came this 
afternoon, ■might lend me a hand but the pressure of business 
was too great. 

On Saturday Ora brought down the the re-rpints of 
this week s gourd article, a couple of which I shall enclose 
■so that you may see how they turned ou although you have already 
seen the V column itself. I thought it so kind of Mr. Beckerman 
to think of this gesulre and to execute it and Or a and 
Juniat gave-svery one visiting Yucca a copy. 

. • ^ 1 *' 

And now I must knock off some mail and then fortify myself 
with sleep again the morrow, which will be busy enough un- 
tanglingthings and getting the place back to normal.. . 


Memorandumt < 

Just to underline the fact that the weather was 
really being co-operative over the week end, the clouds 
were heavy-heavy today and occasional sprinkles fell during 
the afternoon. 'The prediction is for rain in the form 
of thunder showers tonight and by noon today, Shreveport 
had already received three quarters of an inch and nearby 
Texas a couple of inches or so. It is such a 
pleasant seansation to contemplate the finished roof over 
my head tonight • , 

I was impressed by two things l heard on tonight s 
news, --Mr. E. Roscoe in speaking quite sharply about 
the Administrations handling of the defense Department, —stronger 
than usu a l, it seemed to me,.and secondly, what Morgan Beatyy 
had to say to Frank Lloyd Wright and the latter s attitude 
regarding Washington, D+ C. architecture. Perhaps it is this 
Wednesday night that Mr. Wright will star on the 
program whose name T forget, —the one in which Mrs. Roosevelt 
h n s starred, Ed Wynn and others. I shall be interested in 
that program. I h a ve always felt Mr. Wright unquestionably 
notable architect, was too much inclined to stress the 
functional side of that line of human ende a vor. It has 
long seemed to me he leaves out of account the human craving 
for beauty and it is quite possible he is one of 
those people who, being unable to touch, see or feel that 
elusive element called charm, is inclined to dismiss it as non¬ 
existent, ■■■■ t 

Sometimes his pronouncements on artchiteoture remind me 
of that school of thought, inclined to be so active in the 
1920's, which was forever stressing physical matters in 
human beings and somehow succeeded in giving the 
imp ession that in any loorld which they might create, 
people would be attracted to each other, especially when 
contemplating matrimony, only by considering the physical 
attributes of the prospective life partner. I 

h„ve heard some pretty good architects say they felt Frank Llyod 
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Wright to be one of our foremost architects of our day 
which, for all I know, may be ture, especially in matters 
functional. In my opinion, Saint-Simon was the out¬ 
standing diarist of the reign of Louis I1V, —a fact which 
h a s impelled people to quote his writings as Oospel for so 
long, and yet, in spite of his many excellencies, he was 
just as cockeyed as he could be on the very pivot in 
personality around which the whole age revolved 

I can't remember if I mentioned last night afkat 
among yesterday's pilgrims were Mrs. Walter Parlange, — 
senior and junior, and the latter 's-mother, Mrs. Brandon 
of somewhere in the Woodville neighborhood • I think 
I had not seen Madam Parlange since Christian and I stopped 
at Parlange Plantation in 1938 before 1 had ,ever visited 
the Cane River co ntryYesterday she didn t t look at 
a ll the way I remembered her. Perhaps 1 didn t to her 
either. But it is possible-, too, that like Miss Cammie, 

Madam Parlange a ppe ars to better a vantage at home than 
on tour. She was wearing a very smark black suit and 
black hat but she looked so small and her personality was so 
much like little Miss Alberta that I couldn't help 
remarking upon this fact at the coffees hour today and 
Celeste said the same thought had struck her. Perhaps 
the impression was doubly felt by a contrast that was present, 
for while Mrs. Brandon was also in black and looking very smart, 
her daughter, Mrs. Parlange, junior, was larger in appearance 
thai either her mother, or her mother-in-law, was hatless 
and wore sports clothes, —a striped sweater and awfully 
tweedy looking skrit and tacket, and exuded the breexiness 
of a cow-girl or some such. 

i .j . . t : ,.o v 'v,t> 

I didn't getaround to investigate the contents 
of today’s post but I notice- there is o card from 
Bootsie 6 fay a nd a note frovc^fda Maxurette, prob a bly both 
having been penned in reference to the Picayune article, but 
I can imagine two more sources more unlkike although 
both envelopes were cancelled in the Crescent City. 
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Memorandumt 






t 


How fortunate was the dates for the Pilgrimage, 
so far as weather was concerned. After two such 
perfect days as Saturday and Sunday were, the clouds 
n iid the rains have been heavy with a couple of 
inohes of moisture falling today and a promise for 
a tornado or two between flew Orleans and 60 miles 
/forth of Baton Rouge which would, had they come earlier, 
have discouraged travel from down that way. To 
the lforth, Shreveport has had 8 or 3 inches while Jefferson 
I ''and Marshall have had between 7 and 8 inches which 
certainly wouldn't have been helpful in 
persuading people to get into the big road, had 
such doings been going, on a couple of days 
earlier. 


By way of a pleasant change, Yucca remains as 
dry as a bone inside but the big house had plenty of 
water inside in spite of the new roof. This was caused 
by the failure of the workmen to remove broken 
shingles from the gutters so^that the drains were clogged 
and the water ran down the sides of the house and 
spread all over the ground floor. 


\ 


On the political front there is a mild flurry 
a-stir concerning State Senator Sylvan Friedman of 
Bayou Hatchex. The newspapers and radio 
devote some space to the Senator s loss of 1,1000 
dollars in 1 00 dollar bills from his pocket on 
Saturday night between the hours of 18 :30 and 1:30 
yihen the Senator spent half of that t ime at the 
Governor's mansion in Baton t Rou e and the other half 
at a flight club and he wasn't sure at which 
pjaox.he lost the money. He wasisure he had the 1,1 00 
dollars while at the mansion and naturally everyone 
hints that perhaps this represented a pay-off of some 
kind. The Senator says the money belong to people 
betting on a football game but it seems odd all bettors 
, i.i ftuiib bi>j utj'Vi V, 


And so to some correspondence and thence to my downy couch 
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Wednesday, October 16th, 1967. 


should have provided the Senator with 1 00 dollar 
bank notes. His wife was not with him, having 
3 pend her S a turday and Sunday afternoons helping 
Celeste rece ve at the big house. 

I struggled through a part of the letter 
from a lice 1 oklas but found it very hard going. 

What I gathered from this first attempt has 

to do with Bernard fay who seems to be back in 

Pariah from Switzerland, having received a full 

pardon. The newspapers haven t mentioned the 

matter. It was my understanding that either 

Vichy or the Nazis had imprisoned him but that he 

had escaped but to where, l know not, probably 

Switaerland. But I had assumed that everybody 

who had had a rough time of it from 194 0 to 

1945 had long since been restored to their 

normal status. I am accordingly convinced 

that I h a ve no understanding • of the situation at 

all. Perhaps the letter will go into that further 

a longWhen I dropped over the fence for coffee 

this morning, I found both ladies had gone to town 

and the ervant not present, being at home again 

with the flu. D ut a couple of painters were 

present, a ll sot to put a coat of gray paint, 

the color of the living room walls, on the new 

fireplace mantel which is a lovely wood and 

would look elegant if simply waxed. But if 

the thing had to be painted, it strikes me that 

white should be the color and not the same gray 

that will make it sink into the walls of 

the same hue. But perhaps after it has been 

painted, even os were the walls, the mind 

of the mistress can be changed on its own momentum, the 

paint removed and a fresh start made. 

JThe cats seem to revel in the quieA currently 
obtaining a f ter so much excitement cauMd by carpenters and 
pilgrims. Maison mounted a ladder at the 
big house oday and olimbed slap to the top 
of the roof, appa rantly to inspect the job but 
Blanche is quite content to loll on 
the Yucca gallery and drink in the peace that is 
now hers at long last...... 


Q9T 


Memorandumi 

\ ,* 1 [ , • 

I'm trying to think why these days seem 
so busy but I don't seem to get anywhere with 
a satisfactory answer. 

I did get quite a lot of mail read today and 
shall enclose some herewith or under separate cover or 
both but I think there is nothing of great interest 
in any of it 

I found Madam Regard a lone at the coffee hour 
this morning, her daughter having one to towi or some 
place and the servant being, home again with flu. 

Madam Regard said that Celeste had complained about 
having so much to do but when the mother told the daughter 
she was chasing a bout too much, the daughter responded 
that she was-doing exactly what she wanted to do. Her 
mother said that after all the doings of the past week, 
the daughter went to town yesterday morning, yesterday 
afternooon and back again la3t night and then wonders why she 
is tired. 

Carolyn telephoned from the Louisiana motel in town 
this afternoon around about five , saying she had stacks 
of work to do tonight and was taking off at 5 in the 
morning for a 9 o'clock appointment in Baton Rouge. 

She said she reckoned she would be busy enough to take up 
every minute and would not.be dropping in at this 
bend of the river. I told her I thought she would do well 
to get whatever rest she could without a ttempting to 
get down here. 

She said she had enjoyed the Vaco week end and 
liked Cecil de Mille but that Ida Orand had not planned 
to stage her a utographying party for "Cajuns on the B a you 
uttil a week or so hence when Carolyn will go over again. 

At the moment, Carolyn has only two dates for lectures 
i •• D soaisJfro llr/6 1 frosL-r but Li t* »«ob 
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Thursday, October 17th, 1957. 


on October 8l3t, — Monday, —one in Natchitoches 
and one in South Louisiana a nd both for the same t 
hour. Now she expects to get out of that, I wouldn t 
know but probably by turning up in *aco for Ida s 
p n rty . She said she has been dragging the two bottle 
of Chianti James sent me all over the Gulf area but 
didn t know when she would get to deliver them. I told 
her I w a s in no particular hurry for any Italian wine 

I talked with Nr. Beckerman this morning, asking for 
aprice on the booklet planned for Natchitoches 
shortly, the one in which Carolyn will supply 
the pictures and I the captions and text and which 
I shall probably ask Kay to invest a thousand dollars 
for production . When Carolyn called, I suggested 
she get in touch with him a boup details of the picture 
points involved . I suppose I shall hear from Nr. Beckerman 
before I do from Carolyn • 

I 

I learned from Carolyn that Bastings House hasn t done 
but about advertising as yet, —nothing perhaps, and * 
that she felt her agent in New 'fork should be chunking 
the book clubs about doing her book. I have lost 
track with the book club business but, if memory serves, 
they always were more or less controlled by certain big 
publishers such as Doubleday and prob a bly aren t rushing 
out to get some other publisher's books for quantity 
production . 

When I contemplate the mad rush everybody appears to be in, 
I can but wonder how long each will last and to what 
advantage each will achieve when the individual machines 
finally play out • 

• 

Nark, a former secretary, son of "ill dodgers, appeared 
in the African House today when I rushed in there to round 
up something or other. He siad he got b a ck home this morning 
after having been stationed in Korea. He said he was not on a 
furlough but had been placed on an inactive status . 

I'm wondering if the Army is already beginning to weed out 
a ll but career soldiers as has recently been hinted would 
be the new policy And now I must knock off 
some mail and after that I shall attempt a d a b of reading 
before calling it a day .. 


Nemorandum: 


Our fair weather has returned and the carpenters are b a ck 
on the job, having started this morning at daybreak to rip off 
the shingles so that tonight the west side of the building 
is quite denuded and one holds the thought that the sky may 
remain cloudless for a while. 

While think of it, 1 want to mention the source 
of suppy in the shingle department. The ones being used are 
suppled by a Houston, Texas, dealer but it seems the 
shingles themselves come to Louisiana from Canada. 

Joe Chevalier, a local mulatto carpenter of a bout 70 
told me he could recall when there were lots of shingle 
factories in Natchitoches Ba ish, the nearest one 
to Neirose being where St. Nathew's School is now 
situated. But no one around here seems to know about 
a ny shingle factories in the State at this late date and it 
does seem to me an interesting sidelight on the present 
status of the lumber industry that one has to go all 
the way to Canada io round up such items. 

I have an uneasy feeling that this ribbon may not be 
functioning properly but as there is nobody about to take 
a look at the results being achieved, I shall plough ahead 
regardless, holding the thought that you may not be experiencing 
too much difficulty in making out the script. 

I never did hear anything more from Carolyn so I 
take it she must have spent the night in town and taken 
°ff before daylgiht for BatonRouge. 

The letter, sent, yesterday, from Robina, mentioned the 
possibility that she and the Joneses might get down this 
way on Sunday. I have written her, recommending that they 
put off the trip a week or two. The reason for this 
delay is based on the fact that I am hoping to have a conference 
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Friday, Octttober 18th, 19 57. 


with Ur, Beckerman and perhaps Carolyn concerning the 
picture booklet on !latchitoches which might, --who can tell,- 
take place on Sunday, that day being more or less free 
for Ur, Beckerman and what with Monday being the day 
Carolyn is supposed to give the lecture at the college. 

But whether Carolyn will make it at all, or if she will 
put in an appearance on Monday or Sunday, I wouldn't 
know. Still, it would appear to me adviseable to 
h n ve the decks clear in case such an opportunity should 
arise. 

I don't know if x have talked much a bout the pictorial booklet 
or not, Carolyn brought me a.dummy format of what 
$he thought might be nice, —a thing a little smaller 
than the cook book and bound at the the end rather than 
the 3ide, The thing would sell at about a dollar or 
a dollar and a quarter. I didn't like the size, feeling 
that the public midd i3 too closely associated with 
those pamphlet type of a dozen or two post cards 
all fastened together in a long strip when pulled out and 
sold for a dime or a quarter or some such. My thought 
on the contrary was a booklet about the six of 
a large theatre program, or say, like one of the 
Christmas ,,festival programs, with the photographs covering 
at least three quarters of e ach page, each having a farily 
long caption and leaving the text to be compressed in a page 
or two at the beginning. My thought was that the pictures should 
tell the story and that people would be much more likely 
to invest a buck in a folio of large pictures than in a thing so smi 
it could be inserted in a coat pocket, Carolyn doubted if 
we could get a printing job done at a price that would 
be worth while for the trouble involved but after 
taking up the cost schedule with Mr. Beckerman, I 
was able to secure a figure that was a little lower 
on this larger format than Carolyn had been quoted 
for the smaller size booklet. Off. hand, it seems to 
me it might be nice to have the statue of Uncle Jack on the 
front co er and the grave of Uncle *om on the back cover, 
with a pictorial plate of the Cane "iver country s omewhere inside 
a nd a ^aP of the town of “atchitoches, including the fort 
somewhere inside. I shall try co have the whole thing doped out 
before this week end. Do hope Lyme is having a measure 
of our lovely Indian Summer weather....... 


Memorandum• 

There's a touch of autumn in the air, what with 
the shjy inordinately blue, sunshine that dazzles but 
doesn t warm and blocks of leaves falling from the solid 
walls of green in the pecane trees. Tonight's 

forecast is a low of 44 and the evening chilli lends p'lausability 
to the preeiction. 

E 

But the abundance of ozone in the air 
seemed to neutralize the chill in the air and I welcomed 
the opportunity to get in some good 

licks in the gardening section. It seemed to me the 
painters at the big house waved their burshes with increased 
vigor and the roofers on the African House went after 
their hammers with unusual vigor . But there are 
fewer carpenters working this week than last, several of 
the force being flattened out with cold or flu or 
whatever the present distemper may be called. 

Last night -i finished reading Craven's "Men of Art" 
and found that I liked the whole book as 
much as I did on the last reading some years ago. The 

only American to get a chapter in the book is u yder although, 
in passing, mention was made of Thomas b art Benton and one 
or two others. Mention was made to the murals 
in the School for Social Research in flew York on which 
Benton did some mural work. I think I never saw 
these murals and wonder why I never did. 

Craven finished off C a ugin with a slap and 
expressed my own notions about Picasso in speaking of 
Picasso's concentration of the mechanics of 
planes at.the expense of the finished work, pointing out 
that great painters accepted the necessity of a knowledge 






From the Francois Hignon Papers, #H-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




8881 




8882 


* . ✓ 


Sunday, October S Oth, 2957. 


of the mecUai ics as a part of the equipement 

for getting a panting under way while Picasso has been content 
to come to a full stop at the rudiments of theory without 
bothering to go on and paint a picture. 

There doesn't seen to be a n U space given over to Durer 
and theCranaiChs who might well have been included, it seems to 
me. His three favorite French painters seem to be 
Watteau, Daumier and Cezanne but for the latter, only Ui3 
fruit pictures These three woulQ not figure 
first in the French painters who m have meant most to me 
but perhaps Craven, hinselve, reverted to mechanics 
when selecting his trio and mechanics form but secondary 
interest for me in considering such matters. 

At t he coffee hour this morning, my assistance was 
sought in hangiug a mirror over the newly instal led 
gray fireplace in^the living room. There was a vast 
assortment of yard ^sticks and measuring rods of all descriptions, 
and ah endless amount of to-do and when the thing was finally 
in just the place where it had been envisioned by the lady and she 
had expressed her complete satisfaction, x was impressed by 
ihe fact that the mirror itself reflected nothing but the 
deling or are the vowels the other way around in English. 

Wfll, be that as it may, my guess is thai about 
tomorrow there will be a set of new ideas and the inordinate 
bout of picayune fussing n boutdetails will have to be 
Undertaken again for J should imaging that eventually 
almost everybody having one mirror in a room would w a nt 
it so hung as to reflect something other than 
the plrjin white ceiling., the base of the mirror itself 
being n bout 7 feet from the floor and there fore a full foot 
or more n bove the top of one's head. We certainly 
know some of the oddest people. 

And so another week end rolls ' round, one that may well be 
less busy, x hope, than last week's and one providing 
much by way of relaxatio , x trust, at Lyme . 


emorandum: 

The lovely weather continues but a little on 
the cool 3ide in spite of the brilliant sunshine. 

It was just as well that I discouraged Robina 
from bringing herself and the Joneses down for Sunday afternoon, 
although I^did so primariiy because I wanted to do some 
work, not much of which did I ever accomplish. 


But i 
I am glad 


$ 

k 


should have had no.opportunity to chat and so 
kept the decks dear for the unexpected visitors. 


J. H. and Celeste departed for tte State Fair at 
Shreveport between 1 and two and shortly after they had 
left to pick up J. H. and Claudia Williams to accompany 
them, an old friend and former secretary, now living in Houston, 
dropped in for a little chat and before he had departed, 

Blythe and Urs. Frantz of Alexandria appeared quite 
unexpectedly. As kobina and Blythe neper hit it off too 
well, I was glad both ladies were not here, and before Blythe 
had got nicely seated, a» Alezandria .cou'lpe, the man 
being an architect, appeared, sent up by the 
Spanish p ainter L lort, or however that man spells his name. 

1 waved th'em to tHe 'kfrioan House but did not invite them 
in at Yucca for I wanlyyd to chat a bit with Blythe but 
got scant opportunity for almost imme iately 
James Smitherman pnd brother and theiM respective wives 
ofJhreveport arrived. The wife of tm younger Smitherman 
is a c usin of Blythe's son-in-law, Whitfield Jack, and 
so therei^^ a contact th,ere, not to mention the fact that 


the s 
Jack 8 


i ithermans live not too far from the 
filed Avenue. 


BlythM and l a Frantz departed first and I gave 
Blythethe biggest gourd raised in the current season as she 
had been eyeing it with much yearning on Saturday of last week 
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at Pilgrimage time. I reckon 3he will be making a doll or 
some such out of it which will afford her some entertainment 
and it will never been missed from the locai collection . 


It was first dark before I was alone again and I 
a cc rdingly had to 3curry along to keep my date with Madam 
Regard with whom I supped and sat for the interval between 
the close of day a»*d the return of the road runners who 
got b n ck about 6 or 9. 


,They reported that in spite of the fine weather, there 
didn t seem to be §s many people as last year, and 
this conformed to the radio estimate that only. a bout 
70 thousand as opposed to one hund ed thousand of ia st year 
put in an appearance . 

Saturday was quiet enough and I welcomed the 
opportunity loft night to do a little reading for 
sheer relaxation. ‘l'he book coming to hand was 
"Lincoln's Children" by Ruth Randall, or some such. 

It is a book that reads itself andlike most a books with 
such a virtue, it is probably easily forgotten. I think I 
h a d never realised before just how outrageously the 
youngest boy, Tad, beh a ved and in what an uproar he seems to 
h^ve kept the whole Executive mansion during the entire 
Lincoln tenure. I had realised the Theodor Roosevelt 
children were sufficiently uninhibited hut I hadn't realised 
before thatLinc oln children made life miserable for everyody 
and their mother never restrained them and their father lent 
encouragement by a l ugMmg- at^djjie ir outrageous doings There 
seemed to be an excuse for Madam Lincoln's failure to 
make her of facing behave since she was off center 
mentally butlMee less excuse for A. Lincoln except 
to humor his ife,at the-expense of everybody having anything 
to do with the White House. 


rt bvt 
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I didn't get around o■ read yesterdl 
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Memorandum : 

Strange doings all about, In the first place, 
both radio stations to the !forth and South reported rain 
for tonight and as it was cloudy all day with a day of 
sprinkles now and then, it seems odd the carpenters went home 
without putting a canvas covering on the unshingled parts 
of the African House and it is raining right now. 

And then I'm wondering why J, H. raced down to 
Baton Rouge this mo rnin g to have lunch with the General and 
got b a ck for 5 o 'cl 

And then there is the lecture probably in progress now 
at the college, with Miss Ramsey doing the lecturing. Last 
week when she asked me if I intended to be among those 
present, I said I expected to be there. But then I 
learned from two sources that, a3 of Friday, the 
speech was to be given before the Professional and 
Business Women's Club and nobody knew what hour. I 
took it from that that the plans had been changed and 
assumed I would be getting a telephone froni Carolyn 
whenever she reached town. I tried a few 

telephone calls in town subscriber listings and could get 
no information. I stuck pretty close to my desk 
most of the day and my 'phone never rang once. I 
tried the Knipmeyers, I. S. Willard and Carmen but got no where. 
At 7-45 I telephoned the Louisiaiine Motel and learned from 
the propiretor that Carolyn had come in late, explained 
she was exhausted and was going to try to get a quick nap 
prior to her speech at the college tonight . I asked that she 
be not distrubed. T reckon she will telephone me on the 
morrow. It seems odd Celeste who mentioned the Women's Club 
matter at the coffee hour didn'th a ve particulars properly 
rigged up in her mind, s ince the lecture would have provided 
a n excuse for going^a0ff0tc‘e. The absence Pf the written or 
spoekn i>ord or both^Jomthe lecturer makes me think 3he 
must, as usual, beating at her usual pace. I am sorry 
the raW lifiTl’ probably cut down the attendance tonight • 
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I called Carmen '3 number, knowing I would not get 
her but expecting to get her sister which I did, for Carmen 
h a d flown to Atlanta on Synday, On Saturday she, 
her sister and the latter s husband, drove to Shreveport, 
or almost there when there was a car mix up and a resulting 
wreck of several car3 including Carmen's. Many of the 
people are in the hospital but the occupays of the Breaseale car 
were only banged up but not broken although the car was 
demolished. Lordy, Lordy, what a heap of doings. 

' " ' ‘ • ' : 1 '' *■*' ' '•* * l 

I finished the "Ltnc'ol n Children t by Randall last 
night 'and was glad I read it. j didn t know that 
Mrs. Lincoln and her son, Tad, spend two years, — 

1860-1870, in *\aiikfilrt where Tad attended Herr Hohagen's 
school. I hadn t realised beforjJtdiat her eldest son, 

Robert, finally had to have hH^^tther declared insane 
in a Chicago court and that she was in a sanitarium as 
a sort of family guest of the director of the place for 
n bout a year . Shhe never did forgive her son for h a ving 
taken this, a bout the only means possible, for her protection 
at that time, but. after she returned to civilian 
society once more, she denounced Robert and be-took herself 
to Europe for a longer stay in the late 1870's, Pau being 
the only place mentioned in this volume as one of the places 
she visited. 

Robert, successful at aChicago Lawyer, was 
Secretary of War in Garfield s's and Arthur's Cabinet and 
was American Minister to Great Britain, ‘returning to 
enter business and become a millionaire, - President 
of the Pulman Company . His ioife afud three grandchildren survived 
him, the wife leaving the fan ily fortune in trust to the 
three grandchildren, none of them having heirs so that 
the trust fund will, on their death be divided equaly among 
the Red Cros's, some other thing and, unexpectedly 
enough, the Christian Science Church which was somehow 
a surprise • 


Well, so much for litjfjfai^^md 
On the news casting /r'ohi^^SH 
Lasseur announced E. Roscoe is suf 
problem. Ho\o that old flu does ge 


tiers Qn this rainy evening. 

E sressed when Larry 
ing from a bronchial 


Tuesday, October SSnd, 1967. 


Memorandum j 

It rained an inch and a half last night 
and another inch today and is still 
prinkling. The African House is really getting 
quite a soaking but I think it will not 
harm the mural s since they are shellaced both front 
„nd back • 


I seem to have devel ped a Denhome margin 
'without realising. 

J. H. did some talking at supper tonight 
bout the Arkansas business . ’ I ca>» t recall if 
I mentioned last night that the General had told him 
he was in Arkansas the other day, driving in from 
Memphis, I believe, and was impressed by a huge 
sign on the Arkansas side of the line reading j 

"You Are Now Entering Occupied Territory "• 

I suppose this is the doings of the governor, 
mnd it is said that similar signs have been erected 
at all highways leading into the State • 

1 It seems the Shreveport Times, long a 
staunch supporter of. Eisenhower, is now writing 
scathing editorials 'against him* In short, 
beginning with the Arkansas Governor, many of the 
Southern newspaper editors are sowing the winds and 
let U3 hope a whirlwind doesn't follow through a 3 
logically as, at this moment, seems inevitable. 

» 

Carolyn telephoned from town at 7 this 
morning. She said the thing at the college went 
off alright last night. She was leaving shortly 
for Shreveport to have some Z+rays made for it seems that 
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her back ia giving her some trouble. T told her 

her physicians would probably recommend that she 

fly up and down the road fasterand faster b way 

of correcting that. How silly of people 

to put themselves through a wringer and 

then spend their money on doctors, asking them what 

could be their trouble. 

She wanted my opinion, —not on medical bu 
on business matters as she is hoping to get a 

couple of movie contracts with the department of Conservation, 

Thi 3 took some talking and I g c ve her what struck me as 

the best move. She had a couple of business 

conferences in Shreveport and then was dashing 

on to Marshall to look after her father and then 

would head south for Batoi}Rouge tomorrow to keep a 

9 o'clock appointment on Thursday and on Friday 

would leave for Waco for the autograp \jing party but 

uv uld not linger as she must be in Marshall for 

like doings both on Sunday and Monday and there was something 

in flew Orleans for Tuesday, I believe she said. I said Hail 

and Farewell and that was that. I wonder, —I just 

wonder how long this big endurance test can go on before she 

cracks up utterly, and after such a crash there would 

be no point in trying to repair things, of course. But 

I have no notion as to how people can be restrained in 

spite of the fact that you, yourself, tell them they are 

a pproaching the chasm. 

Pegrl Buck's "My Several "orlds was to hand last 
-night after I had finished with the Lincoln Children, 
and I dipped into a few pages of that autobiographical 
opus. I didn't read much but what I read I liked. 

I have never read Pearl °uck much, although twice I 
h ve tried "The *ood *arth but e a ch time something 
got in my way and I never returned to it so, in real ity, 
this is my first sustained reading of the lady and 
I like what she has to say. 

K '* * * * 

Today's rain knocked the secretaries out of 
the cotton patch and so I ,got caught up with some 
of my mail but there wasn t anything of interest 
*in what I did cover , I shall enclose a couple of 
items but they aren t worth reading. 

I shall do a dab of mail now and after that 
go a little further in the °uck autobigraphy, what with 
the radio being scratchy and the rain making reading 
seem doubly cose '’■inside . 


Wednesday, October 23rd, 1957. 


Memorandum : 

. Three and a half inches of rain descended upon us during 
the cloud period of the last 24 hours which g a ve way to 
all blue and gold by 10 o clock this morning, out 
we were lucky in that we did not get the 5 and 6 inches 
of dampness that seemed to be the lot of many 
surrounding places and although we had some impressive 
thunder around 6 this morning, we did not get any of 
the high winds that reached tornado proportions 
somewhere just East of Alexandria around 8 o'clock. 

I hadn t realised there had been a tornado, in fact, until 
I tuned in for the noon news and heard an interview 
as broadcast by a radio mobile unit from the tornado 
with a native of the area describing how the 
funnel of the tornado "descended down" upon us. I 
liked that although I guess it would have been more 
extraordinary if the man had seen the funnel 
"descending up". 

With Carmen in Atlanta, I seem to be getting less 
news as to what goes on in town than is usually 
the case. Carmen is one of those priceless people 
who loves to tell everything she knows and is 
manifestly inclined to prefer listening to what she has to say 
than gathering any news from conversations. This 
seems to be a little odd since it makes one wonder where 
she draws all her information fromt, although it is 
true that being the local Hed Cross representative 
with an office $n one of the Parish building right 
sip in the center of town, she is bound to find herself 
in almost as advantageous a spot a# for news gathering 
as she was when Secretary of the L hamber of Commerce. 

Perhaps her long years in running The Enterprise gav her 
the reporter'8 sixth sense for news so that she absorbs 
it without h a ving to make an effort to dig any up. On 
more than one occasion have wanted to find out something 
told her in confidence without revealing some point or 
other wiiich she would like to know anct%ll 1 have to do 
when telephone connection is established is to let her take 
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Thursday, October 24th, 1957. 


the bit in her mouth and off she goes at a great rate, 
telling everything she knows and forgetting to ask me 
whatever it may have been that she indicated at the 
inception of the conversation that she had m mind 
to ask — when she had finished telling me what she 
was dying to spill. This circumstance, of course, 
makes it very convenient for me and during her weefr s 
visit in Atlanta, news seems meager enough, I J md it 
so restful to realise I never have to tell her any lies as 
to my knowledge a bout this or that event about which she voices 
a desire to be informed at the inception of a conversation 
for all I have to do is to let her get started 
on telling me whatever chances to be uppermost in her 
mind at the moment and I know perfectly well she will 
eventually hang up without ever getting back to wha / 
h n d apparently been her reason for calling in the first 
placeThe a rtist came to see me when the sun came out about 
10 this morning. She had been painting a pecane gathering 
item which she thought I would like to see and I 
enjoyed it. She noticed a gourd arrangement I had, made m 
a biq white porcelain tureen and thought she would like 
to try her hand at painting it. My grapevine tonight 
reported that the a rtist was feeling quite gay tonight 
nd so I hold the thought that she may stick to 
Ker bottle and not attempt a gourd still-life while 
rtificially exhilerated. This afternoon while 
'doing some w ork at the back of the. White Garden, 

I saw her with s me of her grandchildren just beyond 
the fence, picking up pecanes from the soggy soil. 

At 75, after picking up pecanes for half a day 
in the mud, I reckon I, too, would feel that a snort 
of whiskey would be precisely the thing I should want 
most, too. My only hope is that when she gets 
around to do the still-life, she doesn t make 
it a frisky one, 

I write at 9 p.m. a nd assume Carolyn must have 
long since passed down the cement highway toward Baton Rouge 
where she ha 3 a 9 o’clock appointment on the morrow. 

Like the Russian moon said to be encircling the earth, 
she may have passed southward a dozen times and 
nobody the wiser. 

I want to bill a few cook books and then do a 
dab of reading from the Pearl Puck autobiography 
and still get to bed by 20:25 to hear my f a vorize 
20:25 Wednesday night program . 


Memorandum : 

It was supposed to be clear and " a ir-ish" today 
but it was dark and rather warm instead. There must 
be one of those battles of the elements going on somewhere 
to the Horth of us, what with the 'Scratching* of static 
on the radio although there doesn t seem to be any of that 
sound of cloth ripping mightily as is usual when 
thunder storms are in progress. 

I suppose thearea roughly stretching from 
Shreveport to Dallas must be very similar in the real of 
weather to that stretch of land between the Rhine and the Heine 
in military matters, for both stretch appear to be pre¬ 
destined to experience commotion, the European 
in human battles, the American in atomspAs^fic 
struggles. So often cold weather rolls southward in 
a bee line from the Canadian border in the direction 
of the Gulf but often, on reaching the Dal las-Texarkana 
line it slows up, falters and then slides off in a 
south-easterly direction so that often we miss 
storms t.hat Shreveport and especially the region just 
above suffers. 

Today's post was fairly heavy but contained 
nothing of much interest. I was amused at the card 
from the chocolakleys, --carrying a picture of someplace 
in the Shennandoa Valley of Virginia, posted from 
Lake Charles, Louisiana, their home, and casually 
mentioning they(interruption—they had 
spent some part of the summer in Australia. 

The interruption was a telephone cdL 1 from 
Carolyn from Natchitoches. She reported^gpession with 
some specialist in the medical field in^^Peveport. X-rays 
revealed that at some time or other there nad been a spinal 
break and one of the bones in the vertabrae is an hinch 
or half inch off center. The pains she has recently complained 
of were nerve things, poisoned by endless fatigue. He 
told her driving a car was very bad on her, she had better 


U?V' 
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give up her 3rd story apartment in Biaactes Alley 
i n favor of a ground floor abode and take a lot of r est, 

She is accordingly running over the Hodges Gardens 
in the morning to interview Mr. Hodges regarding a 
movie and thence will drive to Waco and then back to 

Marshall for a lecture and then down to Baton Rouge for something and 
rest is going to be undertaken right away afterward, —always 
right away afterward. She seemed so relieved to know her 
trouble wasn ' t,cancer that happiness flooded her contemplation 
of her physical condition and only time will tell if she has 
sufficient self control to a void running herself into her 
grave, and, frankly, I don't know if she 
has such strength or not, 

I read some more from Peal Buck's "Several »orlds a f nd found 
it good. I was reminded in one place of Sodding Carter s 
autobipgrap hy wuerein he sketches w at he assumed might be 
blindness and how he would cope with the financial streess that 
impended, following in the next breath by stating they decided 
to buy a mansion as a summer home somewhere in Maine, 

Miss Buck spe&s of a poverty stricken winter spent 
at Cornell diversity, their ailing child, lack of 
money to buy a warm coat and then adds that be ore heading 
back for china, they adopted a tiny b a bywho had added 
no weight to her frame from the date of birth. The 
acquisition of mani ns in Maine and a tiny b z by when heading 
out for China all sound so paradoxical somehow. But, of 
course, tliese are merely incidental deta-ils bearing 
not at all on the main stream of life s streams but 
perhaps at the same time important in providing elements 
without which the auto bio grphies \pould be lacking 
in vital points for consideration. 

That Hew "rleans lady doctor who is responsible for 
putting Hunter can ases in Crescent City art shops came 
to see me this noon, I don t like her spoilation 
of that field for our side Out J like the lady as an 
individual.^M^en joyed our SO.minute chat immensely even 
thought I w'aet^ff'eased for time, what with men waiting for 
me at the African House to await my decision about 
eliminating sky lights, etc., as they continue their 
shingling job, 

artist also passed by and seemed back on the beam 
again in hqr'painting. The cook told me today she had a granddaughter 

PM ^¥ii n gfam^ r V^r t {lRmM^d°Sa^nh^9 e ofh^n , 9 l i i:Ld, ~ 

And now to the mail and then to Miss v uck and so the world 
turns.,,••• 


Friday, October 85th, 1957. 




Memorandum: 

Low clouds made it difficult to guess 
the hour of the day and when 5:30 came and the 
sun had set, it did so with an alacrity that 
seemed to exchange light for darkness in the 
matter of minutes. A chill wind blew out of 
the Horth constantly, bringing snow to Arkansas, 
the radio says, and tonight the thermometer here will 
sag into the 50's or rather the 40 's and 1 have 
left open one of the doors of the huge armoir on 
the gallery after having put some old rugs on 
the bottom shelf so Maison and Blanche 
may hop inside and find a nice warm bed. 

Carolyn telephoned this morning. She was 
writing a story about some woman in town for 
lalord^s magazine and then was heading out for 
Hodges garden and thence tc> Waco. She a is 
bound to have a good night s sleep for she was 
bubbling over with ideas, all of which sounded 
pretty good and not one one hundredth of which 
she will ever get a round to do anything about. There 
was 3 ome sort of a movie thing which sounded especialy 
interesting but what it tpas I have already forgottetn. 
.Hollywood would be wise if they could give her an 
office she would occupy with the understanding she 
merely give them a few thousand ideas, a day or an hour 
but that isn't the way Hollywood works, 1 reckon, and the lad{ 
herself will never get a round to push to conclusion 
the concepts that hatch so. readily in her mind. 

I got another surprise as to the places 
the Cane River Memo travels when today s post 
brought a letter from Williamsburg which had been 
reading my column. There was a ery lovely 
booklet enclosed being precisely what I have 
in mijid for the Hatchitoches booklet but which 
can probably never be done at the limited price 
at which the local thing will, have to be turned out. 
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Sunday, October 27th, 1957, 


I sat up a little later than usual last night, 
thinking 1 would finish My Several Worlds as 
there were but a few records left in the container. 

But when I reached the end of the last record, the 
phrase which appears at the end of all save the final 
disc was pronounced : "This book is continued on 
the next record", Obviously I had consumed only 
half the work and a second container must be among 
the other cartons on the front gallery where t keep the 
unread books on the bench, I aw always a little 
depressed when I come to the end of a book which I 
h n ve liked and thus for once at east, I had the 
pleasure of realising that my calculations had been 
wrong and that a measure of pleasure equal to what 
I had experienced in reading up to the moment 
would not terminate but be duplicated in 
a second carton. And thus I contemplate the 
advent of Satu day night with relish for Saturday 
nights ,are the longest in the week and I look forward 
to them with relish when the promise of something to 
my liking in the recorded word awaits me. 

The ladies at t he coffee hour were bubbling over 
with delight at their frolic as planned for a week hence, 

I believe they leave for Man aura next Thursday to 
Participate in All daints doings at the Church and 
cemetery down yonder and Celeste contemplates leaving 
MadamRegard there , —at Mansura not the cemetery, 
while she goes on to Newlberia for a frolic. They 
don't seem to have made up their minds about their 
return, what with social things down yonder and 
big religious to-do in Natchitoches on Sunday. 

There is some sort of a Catholic festivity pllinned for 
the twilight hour, —The living Christ l believe it is 
called and the faithful from this entire bishopric 
converge on the place. Candle light processions will 
jouniey from the Cathedral to the 

banks of Cane a iver wherea huge likeness of Christ, much 
illuminated, will mirror Itself in the river and the Bhisp 
from Alexandria, — Greco, will say Mass and Life magazine 
has been invited to take pictures, etc. You can readily s ee 
how the adies must be torn in their desire to be in both 
places at once. And now for the mail and la &uck . 


Memorandum• 

. * ■' V ** f! : 

Tomorrow morning -i shall have to do a considerable 
amount of scurrying about, —and I d,oubt if I am successful,— 
in hopes of finding a butterfly lily for enclosure. 

flobody e ver heard of such a thing as a freeze in 
Louisiana this early in the year and yet that is fast 
what‘we have run into. It was 30 in Shreveport this 
morning and is expected to be a little lower 
tonight. The cloud coverage we. have been having melted 
on Saturday evening and the cold north wind kept blowing 
gently but steadily right along. Today's sunshine was 
brilliant and radiated no heat at all* There Was 
much advertising of the religious festivities schedul-ed 
for Natchitoches this evening at sundown, the Bishop of 
Alexaiidr ia inviting all Catholics and non-Catholics to 
attend the open air celebration of High Maas on 
the banks pf> Cane River in town, to be followed by fireworks 
and a huge illumination of Christ the King so contrived as to 
reflect on the surface of the river. Madam Regard wanted to 
attend but it wa3 felt the weather or rather the temperature 
was too rigorous for such a prolonged exposure in 
the open. I accordingly b a by-sot from 5 to 9 while 
Celeste attended the doings. I h a e never before hea d of 
a high mass celebrated to the tune of fireworks but that is 


probably because my experience 


been limited. 


Carmen's sister telephoned me last night to say 
Carmen had flown b a ck from Atlanta in the afternoon but 
had gone to bed immediately on reaching home, having been 
made air sick by the bumpiness of the little plane by which 
she concluded her the final phase of her trip. But she said 
Carmen had asked her to telephone me to say that while in 
Atl a nt a She contacted a friend, formerly a NatchitJ0hes 
resident, and it turned out that the friend is a neighbor of 
Mrs. Brandon 'and so Carmen ,.al though 1 hact not mentioned 
Mrs. Erandoh to. irf gone to call on her. She said 

Carmen woultl telephone me on Monday to tell all but in the 
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¥aUe t Ki‘t C om''er h %tarV t 

mornings of excitement 


ted her sister,to tell me that 
Vednesday mornings were always 

at the brandon menage until the mail 
had arrived to deliver my letter of Sunday which appears 
to mean so much to Madam Brandon. 


Dr. and Mrs. Slaughter, their daugh er and a girl friend 
from Kansas City came to pass the afternoon with me. 

The two girls are just back from a year of schooling in 

Paris and had much of interest to report. Dr. Slaughter 

was busy with his camera, concentrating on little Miss Alberta 1 ; 

favorite i\ouse for painting which the Slaughters are going 

to reproduce as a guest house on their pfb.ce somewhere 

in the Baton Rouge area, Mrs. Slaughter busied herself 

looking over Hunter canvases one of which she purchased. 

The letter from Quantness concerning the Anne Parrish 
correspondenc e is interesting. I suppose that 
lady's correspondence might have comprised as interesting 
a collection of correspon< ; enc.e as one w ould likely to 
run across covering the. period of the last half 
century. I Q m glad the heirs of La Marquise de 
Sevigne felt differently a bout personal correspondence. 

Last night I did a dab more of reading from My Several 
Worlds and found much amusement in her (MissBuck's- 
agcount of her visit to the Sidney Webbs in England although 
her account of that brief, dinner party w a s brief. The 
few paragraphs concerning that get-together a re wonderfully 
company and hilarious although I got quite a jolt 
from Miss Buck's response to Mrs. Webb when the latter 
rySked her why she had failed to include something about homo¬ 
sexuality in The (rood Earth for it struck me Miss Buck 
was quite off,the track when she explained that there was 
none of that sort of thing in China because China was 
not a military state and thus the young men were not 
forced into camps at a time when their sex urge was 
strongest. 


.. .,1 Rad not heard about la U uck s activities for the 

organizing of machinery for the adoption of children, 

especiallfhitho8e>of East-West parentage but it sounded 

full of sense and genuine charity and I liked it. t' 

‘ • 

So plays out the week end a :td apparalh&y' ifru^the 
winter season gets.under way. I hold the th'oughf * 

fn i m mwiomo& e oywVe\ n .9.°: x . s° r a ^^‘We at 


J • tf. 

/?■ ■ * 

Monday, October Sdth, 19 57, 

. 'Li 


Memorandum : 

To recall Mark Twin's remark : Everybody is talking 
a bout the weather but nobody is doing anything about it. 

The thermometer was down to 30 again this morning but 
because of the cloudless sky, things warmed up 
a little during the day, I think and our low tonight 
will not be much below 36, which is a great help for 
vegetation. J sljill don't understand why the 
vegetation doesn t show more effects of the freeze but 
perhaps evidences wil,l only appear after a warm spell sets in. 
Up to this evening, however, nearly everything the the gardens 
appe red but slightly effected a nd , as you discovered 
in yesterday's memo, I did find a butterfly lily this 
morning although it s.eemed to me its fragrance was 
consider bly changed although that was perhaps my imagination. 


Carmen telephoned me this f.ternoon to 
talk about her Atlanta hejira. She said she 
following her tr a vel illness, and was up and 
on Sunday morning. 


felt alright, 
do mg 


She was delighted with Mrs. Rrandon and di though 
that lady usually goes to bed at 9, she simply wouldn't 
let Carmen and her friends leave until much later. 

She said she did not get om- of her chair which was 

heavily b a nked with pillows but that her mind 

appeared just as birght as a dollar. She found, her very 

comfortably housed and that Maude is kindness itself 

to her and had remained home two days the week before because 

the maid was out with a cold. She said Mrs. 

Brandon had a copy of the Picayune beside her which she 
wanted to go over with Carmen and told her she was so 
happy that iwp, different people in Hatchez had sent 
her copies of the article so she could share it with 
others which also seemed to make her happy. I am so 


least 
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glad to have such a heartening report and to know 
that our beloved friend is^passing her final years 
. in pleasure and comfort . Carmen said that ten days before 
she had gone to Atlanta, hTr former Natchitoches friend, 
now living there, had read in the paper that Carmen was 
to attend the tied Cross meeting and that she had telephoned 
Mrs. Brandon to tell her that if Carmen came, —and 
Mrs. ^rand on had never met Carmen, she would bring her over. 

Mrs. Brandon had asked if she thought Carmen might know of me, 
„nd the friend assured her that she probably knew everybody 
in the Parish, And on the strength of that promise, 

Mrs. Brandon, so Maude told Carmen, had been counting the 
days and making preparations for the call that had been 
promised, t told Carmen I thought God was bound to have 
put a great big star in her crown for having afforded 
Mrs.Brandon so much pleasure. Surely it was agood deed 
on Carmen's part and I must say I feel tremendously 
indebted to her for h a ving provided us with the very 
pleasant picture of things as they are. • 

The enclosure from Karl W. Krause reminds me that 
during my life I must have known at least a dozen people, 
none kin to the other, who bore the name of Karl Krause, 
leading, me to assume that everyone wittx such a family 
name must incline toward Karl. I am wondering if by chance 
you, too, ever have run across such combinations. 

The present Mr. Krause must have stopped at the 
front gate at the same . time Blthe did for I recall 
she came to see me first, leaving them in their car at the gate, 
asking if I would receive a couple of pilgrims. I did so but 
not with much grace as 1' was terribly bU3y at the time did, 
in consequence, I felt almost shame-faced when this 
"Stout Fellow" letter came to hand today. I suppose 
Mr+ Krause may be about 65 or 70, tall evidently 
n grand person. Madam Krause is equal to her hrrland in height 
but obviously no more irrt'h'-U 4-n h. l':r ' • 

, the General s wife is in his enthusiasms. There is 


Tuesday, October 89th, 1957. 


a lw a ys something so depressing about suarkx such combinations. 

' 

Fnt.ihi hr-'-r i>*tj~n.- 0 S'"■:%£ T •• ' f <ff . to ■' •' . 

Krause and others ord n ' rP ’ > off a* • ’ - c>Ivrr. and, 

quite honestly, I haven t at this moment the slightest idea 
bout what I shall write n bout......... 


Memorandum : 

Ho-hum....if I may use that expression, and 
I guess it's as good as any, —Ho-hum . 

When 'j. H. went to the store this morning, he 
noticed a car parked in front at the gate. It coudln't 
be the Wenks as they never have parke their car 
any place but at the side gate. But on 
eventual investigation, it turned out to be 
a Wenk car and Sister was occupying her mother's 
room in the big house. It is figured sjie ’ 
came in late, perhaps 11 or after. She had 
left home, I know not when, her family pieading 
with her not to head out at whatever the hour of 
darkness was but head out she would and had gone to 
Cloutierville, she says, expecting to spend the 
night there , t although there is t no furniture in that 
house and no heat. She couldn t find the key, she 
claims and so had come here. Apparently there 
had been a domestic rumpus, but ample supplies 
of medecine, if 1 may use the term for. alchohol may 

thus be styled. She didn't come down stairs 
for dinner but right after dinner was bouncing 
a bout, having a boy dig flowers for her and putting 
them in her car but, as the grapevine^ has it, "she done 
knocked herself out again with the bottle". 

Be that, as it may, 3he was here, in bed, at supper 
time. I visited fyer and found her smoking cigarettes 
madly, which didn t seem to suggest she had 
a cold. She talked' silly although no more than 
usual. Bhe told J. H. she was going home at 11 
tonight, and ■‘■ know not why that .magical hour, but 
J. H. took the' keys. 

| . \ , . , f 1 , l‘ n ' 

o * • '• , . Jv ■ . “ 

Tomorrow the cook goes to a funeral and will leave 
out right after breakfast. Heaven alone knows 
hcw'ihe day will turn. I feel sorry for J. n . who certainly 
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Wednesday, October 30th, 1957 


a ii ‘ ■■ . ir • ... t 

Memorandum j 

How nice to find a dandy letter from Lyme in 

XM' to^Y# % **. B 

I had the impulse to snare a secretary immediately 
on receipt of today's mail. 1 was not sure how , 

the day would turn and as secretaries are hard to track down 
during cotton-picking time, * thought 4 had better 
begin early. Oddly enough my luck fell on none other 
thin Mr. Breux whom I had seen but i 

the past several years since he est a bnahbd himself * 

Houston. But it happened that his graudmotherAaddied 
^nd he had come-over for her funeral at St. *uguS tine 
... i itfifi a iver . the services to begin at 1 0:30 or 11. 

And so, after catching up on news covering about a year or s 
he began the October 86th item and it was so good to 
share so many things \n matters of mutual 0 0™'™ 


the day more or less to myself. 

Somebody telephoned from town today, almost 
insistant n bout bringing some people from Illinois 
down here "to see that old house". Naturally 
I responded in the negative ■but nearly laughed in my 
beard as I contemplated the potentials that 
nobody unacquainted^ with the set-up couldever 
imagine. ' •, 

I am hoping to get around to do a dab of reading 

before calling it a day although I am so far off 

schedule, 1 * * * * * 7 know not how much luck * shall hays 

in listening to a recorded version of Sheridan s The 
School for Scandal which came to hand today. It 

is an English recording•, I believe, athough - 1 have no 

sampled it as yet but if it as good as Eva 

7 . /i rr n . K 1 « m V o V. n 7 W h/a mn'irlo r* fu 7 . 


LaOallienne a Hedd a Gabler, it should be wonderful . 

I forget when Sheridan tossed of this play but probably 
a bout 1775 and I once heard an expert in-matters 
theatrical, — Dr. Pierce Sutler, deleaver "Tt to be 
the best thing one can find of its type between 
the 1770's and the 1890's when some of *ilde s 
witty pieces came to the fore. But let me break off 
and do the mail and then we shall see . 
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Thursday, October 51st, 1957 


of my impresbions Of last night but when one is dealing 

with a person who is unbalanced when normal and eqully 

so —or more, - when drinking, I couldn t throw 

much light on the situation. Sister had told 

J. H. she was going home last night, —along n hout 

5 or 6 o'clock, and at that time in bed, she announced 

she was returning to Shreveport at 11 and so v. a . who 

always goes to the Elk's Club on Tuesday nights, 

remained at home, taking the keys from her car and keeping 

n eye on hqr so that she would head out regardless if 

n she couldn t get her car going . ' 

» 

By 10:50 this morning, the cook had left the house with 
_ V iew to going to the funeral and 1 thought x heard Celeste 
voice at the big house a little latet in conversation with 
Sister. I n any e vent, by noon Sister had departed, 
ccording to the clerk and that was that, —and I hope for 
Z long time. As Celeste and Madam Hegard went to town 
this afternoon, not returning before night and a? they 


Memorandum : 


as reported as having taken place at the spa. Somehow he 

was one of those people of whom I had never thought of as withdr 

from the mundane scene although Incannot say just why. 

The other demise you mentioned as having to 
do with the mismanagement of property a broadwa3 
somehow, and 1 know not wliy, much less of a surprise but 
the mare's nest in which affairs were left is certainly 
to be deplored much more than the permanent departure 
of the individual involved. I hold the thought that 
something may be rescued from the confusion, What 
a pity things should Have been so hopelessly mishandled. 

And thanks for telling me r bout the Picasso movie. 

I had never heard of recording the progress of a painting 


And speaking of things in the Art "orld 
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.November 1st, 1957 


uou were so thougntjui a oouv -*• .*uu, 

seen a picture ofDr. Matas and so appreciated that obituary 

doubly. 

As for the particulars about the Leutcher- 
Stark acquisition, I was both delighted and 
inspired to know more bout this latest r addition 
to his collection. -1 had never head of the 
n rtist and whose Journal he had purchased and I 
shall cast about a little to see if'I cannot 
learn a lot more a bout a subject that sounds might 
interesting. Perhaps a letter to the Kleisers would 
be in order at this point for I shouldn t be 
a t all surprised if Horens Kleiser may well have 
given advise on the purchasing of this 
collection since 1 believe the Leutcher-Starks 
leaii rather he n vily on the Kleiser judgement 
in such matters. 

t . * 

As one reads a bout such matters, one can only 
wonder the more that Carrie was so short-sighted as 
to turn down the five thousand dollars profferred 
from that direction. 

I was good hearing from the harnesses and 
from Ro a n. I seem to recall having heard 
from the Harnesses after their return from their 
globe-encircling jaunt but 1 don t recall that 
they hadmuch to say n hout it a?»d“so this glimpse 
a t their doings is doubly interesting although 
_ little late. I shal tell James of 
the illness of Mildred Holland. I think he ought 
to write her but he man& not think so. 

3'*‘‘ ‘lO * • » ' ' • . 1 ' 

I think I haven't had a letter f rom Madam Marco in two 
or three wqekp and so 1 am more than grateful 
for Carmen s report on the visit bbe had with 


Memorandum j 


The weather is marvelous, — full summer, —with 
the thermometer in the 80s, making everything just 
perfect for those attending today's out of door services 
a thousands of church yards in the State, I suppose, as 
All Sai nts Day is upon the land. If I recall correctly 
it was a day much like this one that obtained in 1939 when 
I attended services across the river. I didn't get 
over today although I might well have done so had I 
thought of it. 

‘The thought just struck me that 1 might telephone 
the artist and so I did and, as was to be expected, she could 
tell me all about the doings at church which she said was nice 
slid that "all the graves was dressed so pretty". 

1 took the opportunity to tell her about a new pet I have 
acquired within the past couple of days, thinking it 
might belong to her. but when x described it as 
a half grown *hode Island hen, she said that it 
belonged to her daughter, u ackie. I had the 
major part of the Yucca shingles piled up along the 
fence to the west of the house so the artist could 
grab herself an armful when she pleased, and ^ reckon 
the chicken may follow her over here, but as I enticed 
it to,linger, sharing a dab of corn from Emmett and 
Erwin s allotment, the chicken tends to linger on. 

My first impulse was to shoo it home when I encountered 

it for the first time yesterday but 1 changed my 

mind when I discovered that what I thought was 

one of the cats c'alling me was in reality none other 

than the chicken who makes a sound just like 

a hungry oat says "Mee-ow" except the chicken eliminates 

the first letter. This is the first time I encountered 

a feathered friend of the barnyard variety that spoke 

like a furred friend and a.s the chicken and the cats seem to 
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get along just fine , it may be tf^ey understand each other's 
language in 9pite of ,the chicken s accent. 

I saw franees ' hi : 
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’ ’ >> into just what the Overstreets 

h^d been describing . And so a week efid impends and 
may there be vast peace at Lyme !••••• 




P. S. f 

Somthing tells me something went wrong with 
the ribbon and then corrected itself. 


>n and then 
it continuei 


If it continues correcting itself herewith, I 
shall merely add that what the ribbon didn t record 
was on no moment. I think x did mention somewhere aL ong 
the line that Sssae Mae wants to bring up the 
L. S. U. Librarian one of these November days, —the 

latter part of the month, I believe. I wonder what she 
is cooking up. 

I also mentioned that J. H. wasn't here for 
supper, having gone to BatonHouge although 
he had mentioned a couple of days ago there would be 
no monthly meeting of the Library Baord this 
month as the date fell on a holiday. 

I also remarked ± was reading a book by 
Harry and b e rnarro or 3ome such name Overstreet, 
3omething a bout the human mind and that 1 liked it and 
that is all and I'm hoping this ribbon is behaving 
itself now and as J - make the envelope. 
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Sunday, tfovember 3rd, 1957, 


Memorandum : 


It turned out to be a pleasant but busy week- 


Although we are ha’Jing no pilgrims tliese days, 

too many were sent to me al 1 Saturday afternoon, _ 

Idaho, Illinois, Colorado, Michigan and the 
Lord knows from where all. 

This of tern oon I had the deck3 pretty well cleared 
for Robina and the aoneses and 30 , when Mr. Beckerman 
called to ask if he might have a little session, too, 

I suggested 4 o'clock rather th a n 8 . 

nnd so early in the afternoon Shreveport in the person 
of the Joi}eses arrived, explaining that Robina's 
foot wasn t healing satisfactory and so 3he t&d thought 
it better not ,o join zhe Joneses. And needless to 
3ay, 1 was disappointed but we talked books and opened a 
bottle of 3ome imported wine they brought, very expensive, I' 
s'-.ire, and very unappealing to my palate. And 
a s we sipped a glaS3 of wine, Sunday began unraveling 
just like it did a couple of weeks ago when the 
Smithermahs and the Rand contingent got to gether so 
Shreveport and Alexandria could compare notes, for 
Blythe and her gril friend, Mrs. Frants, 
repeated the Sabbath go-round and then lingered on for 


i^e after the Joneses had departed. 


Blythe expressed disappointment in ±earning that 
Sister haclj'allen off the wagon again as, she said, Bister 
h a d promised her in Shreveport a month or so b a ck that 
she was giving up the bottle. «here h a ve I heard that one be 
‘fore. 

Siste rBiiM^MyMtt s&iii 'iioilS^ tSgl&Wr B § r , r V 
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although Sister was sober, everything seemed slightly 

out of"joint. Sifter was expressing regret that 

her children da dll t 'love her 1 and at the same time was 

tearing into them-with such gusto that nobody could 

be expedted to manifest much love or even toleration for 

such treatment. Blythe said, too, that she was shocked 

at the type of indiiduals Sister was surrounding herself with at 

her parties, —effeminate males, most of them on the high 

side, embracing Sister endlessly and setting terrific 

examples for Sister s off spring. As 3he talked, I 

thatught of J. H.'s remak on Wednesday, —"They sure must 

have a high old time at their house". 1 also thought 

of what old Miss Le divine had to say to Frances when 

she learned she was going to mayry Paynie: --"Don t ever 

have any children ,\ ... .There 's enough unhappiness to 

be handed down in the Henry line without you adding to 

it-by .be-getting more." 

But we didn't spoil our whole fternoon on such 
unpleasant subjects and we ended up by doing a little 
round of the gardens and Blythe took a flock of 
gourds home with her to mike an arrangement for some 
festivities planned in Chenneyville, 20 miles south 
of Alexandria, within a few days. 

I had expected the D eckermans at 4 but they 
didn t arrive until 5 and they remained until 
nearly 8. We talked 3hop a bit and I couldn t 
give them informatio-n as to when they might see Caroiyn whom 
they had expected sometime prior to Saturday to confer 
with them a bwut some kind of pictorial reproduction. 

Sd I had noz heard from that elusive lady since 1 

lasz sue was in ffatchizoches and a s they had seen her then and 1 

had not, we didn t get very far on that bent. There was such 

a pretty moon and the perfume of the butterfly lilies 

was so sipeet as we walked to the front gate, the 

night seemed more line one in July th a n November. 

Blythe had> brought me some elegant food, --rfiicken 
soup, bro wn bread sa dwiches with cream cheese filler, 
slr,bs of ham, a salade and marble cake, and 
I shall turn to same forthwith as I warm up- the 
radio so that x may catch a re-broadcast of 
the brtish L abor leader, Bevin, as he faces the nation. 

I hold the thought that Lyme may have provided leis people 

for a aUiet week end and that a measure of 
pleasure was to be found there in solitude . 
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November 5 th, 1957 


She mentioned something concerning the Ethyl strike of last summer 
when the eneral told me how many days he had been at 
the plant without getting home to sleep, --41 or 47 or some such, 
it would seem. At the time the details concerning the 
executive and clerical staffs were running the plant, 
nothing was said about the compensation but Carolyn has a 
friend in Baton Bouge whee husband wasamong those, like the general, 
who kept the wheels of industry turning, and that friend has 
a new car, purchased from tlte over-time paid the 

people who kept things going, — e a ch having been given one hundred 
dollars a day outside their regular salaries. 

Carolyn wants to do a movie for Ethyl and plans to 
see the Ceneral as cm opening wedge. While she ate, I outlined 
a subject for her, - a film showing how Ethyl is lending a hand 
to college youths who may be.adept in the scientific field if 
assured of a scientific field to c ork in on le a ving college, and as 
this might r ead'ily use the general frame work of one or another of 
her Welfare fil s, it shouldn't be difficult to stir up a 
scrip. 1 strongly recommended that she have a concrete 
script in mind before contacting the General fo 1 believe a n 
exploratory interview might get very far is some such idea sltould 
be presented. . ' t 

Well, 80 much for this evening's sitting which seemed to cover 
a lot of ground for such a comparatively brief session. She 
says she hopes to get up this way again w ithin a month or six weeks 
but long rjgo x rea’liaed her time tables are flexible to say the 
least and so I discount such speculations. I am glad she is 
feeling better, however and only regret we never did get 
around xotalk about the Natchitoches book which ought to be 
under way right now but isn t. t 

My pet chicken, May B. scratched up .all-the% jonquill bulbs 
I had set out last week and so I got them baQk in the ground 
today, covering the rows with b a mboo so May B. will 
be persuaded to scratch elsewhere. 

Somebody f rom Alexandria, MissSally's niece, brought 
some people from England quite unannounced which put a crimp , 
in my bulb re-settingi But the people were pleasant and 1 didn t 
mind the interlude.of enforced leisure from physical exercise ~ 
if servicing as host-guide may be said to constitue 

^he d romise for 1 tomorrow is rain and I shall not mind 
that for it will give me a good excuse to t get to some over-due 
desk work. And so the week begins and it s time for 
news d*id my downy couch . 


Memorandum 


"It's just like a November day", one might 
say if that didn't sound a little too obvious 
in view of the date line. 

It has rained and sprinkled and rained some more from 
before % da'light this morning and we are promised 
rain through tomorrow. I gues3 we got a bout 
an inch, which is about five inphes less than 
had come down to t he North and Vest of Shreveport but 
thus far there seems to be no likelihood of high water 
from up that way athough naturally the rivers 
are rising at a great rate. 

J 2 

The lady and her mama got? home today but 
I only saw them for a moment &s some man from 
down Mansura way dropped .iiv and I figured he 
wanted to talk a ,bout home folks and I was glad 
to withdraw from the field in which J- have but 
scant acquaintance. 

I gather that the prolonged week end was 
a great success but al 1 was not beer and skittles 
on reaching home. And the reason for this is 
simple enough. For some time the lady has been 
pestering her husband about her need for a deep freeze 
as she finds the unit in iter ice box too small and tt.e 
deep freeze bcx at the sto% tfc inconvenient fcr 
her culinary eperei icnr. I 'could »■;■! e’er- 

J orr’ >•••' bh ■?>, '• \ rn■-h w '- •* • 
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Wednesday, November 6th, 19 57. 


I have an uneasy feeling that this ribbon 
m a y not have been tracking well up to this point 
but I am going ahead regardless since nothing in the fore¬ 
going is of the slightest interest except as a fill in 
of background of the local scene and is so much 
in line wit a story that must be old and tiresome 
long ago that it isn t worth repeating. 


4 


Thanks t<f the rain, there wasn t anything in the 
cotton fields for secretaries to get rich on and so 
I had an ample supply, —a a short mail, of course. 

But I was delighted to have an opportunity to go into 
a n article in jast week's life, having to do with the 
book which the Editor of the Oasette of 
Little A ock is rfbout to bring forth, under a Norton 
imprint, as I recall . x f you have had an 
opportunity to run through it, -i am sure you 
found several excellent point. I don t recall 
anything verbatim but I was- del i ghted •'with many 
of the sentences, as for example, the one a b°ut the 
Arkansas Governor, described as a self made man whose 
maker had been somewhat inadequate to the task. 

. , • * 

I am again having difficulty in persuading 
the New Orleanq Public Library to supply me with books 
but as I haven t finished "The Mind does forth" by 
the Overstreets > I^hall be glad to turn to it tonight 
as a pleasant fitTer until something more 
exciting coma's 0 o hand. 


new 


At suj 
Borden Milk 
of business 
than- fhejfac] 
was .fiealT of 
be nealrfor tl 



tonight 
mpany of 
t nobody 
hat it 


it wa3 said that the 
Natchitoches had gone out 
knew anything more about it 
had folded. Bon Horsley 


things and so 
lady doctor's 


I wonder what will 
household . 


"! V 


Memorandum j 

. . Our dour weather continues with the 

thermometer varying from 55 in the day time down to 
53 during the night, —surprisingly meager in 
fluxuation in contrast to the usual 80 degree differences 
as between daylight and dark. <. 


I hqd 
didn t 


expected to do a dab of reading last night 
get very far before my telephone rang. It 


but 

was Dr. Eugene Watson-, call mg to ask my approval as a 
Board member to borrow a few thousand dollars to take 
some options on the Fort site. 

As I huiig up the receiver, the 'phone rang 
again, — I. S-^Willard. She didn't liave anything in 
particular tos^y except that she was flying up 
to Washington this week end to assist at the 
christening of a grandchild but was flying slap back 
again for some Baton Rouge meetings or some 3Uch. 


up 


no one but me that it has 
has heard from a former 
interested in the Art Colony 
should be frightened 


68 


She said she would tell 
been over 30 years since she 
t friend of hers who oiice was 
at Natchitoche^t although why she 
of a mere 30 0mr interim, J cannot imagine It 
seems that amewhat more than three decades ago 
her friepd moved ts Honolulu and although Irma 
had writien servera'l times, had never been able to 
get a peep out of her by way of tesponse until the other 
day when she received a long letter from the gal who 
had been-moved to write because she had just read 
the Picayune article of October 6th concerning Cane River 
doings and simply could not-tesist the impulse to 

go into old times again. 

; • siaa oe iiun 

--And, at long last, when la Somperyac tang off, 


3 
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Thursday, Hov. 7th, 1957 


the 'phone rang a third time, — Rosalind » She 

began by saying "they" had put her in charge of the 

manuscript exhibition at the college during 

pi'lgr image and so had been unable to come to lend me 

a hand. She said she had been thinking that my 

columns might ultimately be compressed into a book 

and that she was wondering if it wouldn't be nice to 

h ve my portrait in the front of the book, --and, hastening on, 

she asked me if I remembered that she had once started 

aportrait but thalj Jimmy had made such demands on 

her time she hadn t been able to' get far with it. She 

wonddered, in short, if, I might 3till be interested 

in having her go ahead oft it. 1 told her that 

would be just fine, knowing perfectly well that she 

will never put another bursh stroke to the thing but 

since, at the moment, at least, she envisions doing such 

a thing, she might jusi as well have the pleasure of 

dreaming a bout it if it gives her pleasure. 

A letter from °ames in today's post wasn't 
quite finished and so' I am retaining if. . He-mentioned 
that"we" are not going to California,*that Aunt Willie 
is coming to HewOrleans for Cttxx Thanksgiving and 
that "except for a few days at The Bluff at Christmas", 
or some such, we shall be back, —Kay and James, in 
Hew’ rleans. 


Memorandum ; 

It's pouring outside, after a day that was 
about equdL ly divided between showers and threats 
of showers. I must say it's pleasant to consider 
the new roofing hereabout. 

-a-*» n t j . o 

The thermometer has remained in the -»60 's 
but there must be assaults from some cold air mass 
in the neighborhood for it has been thundering at 
a great rate during the past couple of hours and 
the lightening was so sharp and so constant that 
I was able to get but snatches of the President's 
speech on Science, if th,at mas what it was about. 

What I heard, which was mighty little, sounded 
fine. When he got to rattling off achievements in 
mileage we had been t able to hurl things through the air, 
it struck me that -i had heard most of these before,— 
perhaps more as speculation as to a possibility or 
a probability than anything official as having a ctudL ly been 
consumate(i and I found myself wondering how it was that it 
was only now all these achievements were being reported, 
if, indeed, this was the first time such accomplishments 
h n d been mastered. 


All I can to say to that is that if James 
has at long last made up his mind to go to The Bluff, 
that is news indeed. I'm wondering If that 
means Irma and Parley will be journemug to the 
Eu3ij coast since the Storm' c ontingent^^ 
isn t traveling to the West coast. ^ 

James thought it would be nice if I would come 
to HewOrleans for Thanksgiving so that 
"the four of us" could do the town together. I 
reckon you will not find it difficult to 
guess the answer to that. 


1 have in the past been led to believe that which 
seemed more or less confirmed in the President speech or what 
little I heard of it, tQ wit, that while the 
Russians may be ahead of us in certain types of 
projectils, this doesn t matter since, unlike the Russians 
who have to fire their stuff thousands of miles to hit us, 
we only,have to fire ours at them half the distance, having 
them surrounded by bases, and since we have vast stores of 
stuff io cast at them short range and plenty of vantage 
points to shoot from, it doesn't matter'wuch if they 
should chquce to be out in front. Because of all the official 
Hush-Hush during the ^past few years, I have no clear picture 


Well, so things turn and, perhaps I shall have better 
luck at reading tonight than f did last night, --I hope.. 
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November 8th, 1957 


that it 


in my mini} if it be ture or not but, assuming 
is, I don t see much point in getting excited 
about the -mie'lage your foe can shoot something at you 
if you or your associates have much more effective fire arms 
trained on him at much closer range • 

In the category aj the two fiu88i n n moons said to be 
encircling the globe every 93 minutes or some such, this 
accomplishment seems to me a striking pehnomenon but since 
I haven't been educated up to cp preciatingwhat 
is to be gained by it, outside of winning a propaganda 
first, I am still in doubt as towhat these two darned 
things are supposed to be demonstrating except providing 
a dog with a very dubious future. I have heard it explained 
by radio commentators and Government officials that tl^e 
primary importance of this moon business is the 
proof it offers that Russia has an extraordinary firing power 
that would be retired to get p half ton moon athousand miles 
into space but since we have already been assured that we 
have a most ample supply of shorter ranged * things that would 
be ten times more effective, I am at a loss to understand 
just what it is a bout these moons that make them so important 
I must say I think C a hrlie Wilson had a point when he remarked 
that he, for one, had no objections if the Russians 


Memorandum • 


at a great rate, knocking down the towers of the 
radio stations, tearing buildings apart and the Lord knows 
what all. The radio, of course, g a ve the names 
of the 3 or 4 persons killed but has not named the 
30 people or so who were hospitalised. This would be of 
great interest to many a listener in this area who, 
like myself, find it impossible to establish contact 
with anyone I know because of the telephone failure. 

I am so glad today's weather has been fair 
for those whose homes were wrecked by the^store for 
it must be ever so much easier to pull around in the 
debris in sunshine rather than showers. 

There was something going on at a theatre in 
Alexandria last night and Carmen told me that several 
people fron ^atchitoches attended this operetta or 
whatever. At 9j05, all the lights 
in the theatre went out and the manager of the 
theatre, learning that there were masses of 
broken live wires in the street, be-stirrd himself 
tokeep the audience in their seats, t there bye 
saving them from possible^ electrocution. I understand the 
orchestra .was asked to entertain the patrons 
with music, --any kind they could play in the dark, 
and that this was kept going for two hours before 


the electricity was' restored. 

Whether the performance, scheduled for the 
ebening went forward after that, j know not 





Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 


From the FRANCOIS P1IGNON PAPERS, _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


Sunday, November lOtU, 1957 


On Wednesday Night I listened to that Miohaelia 
program or however $hat interviewing gentleman 
spells his name. Some of his programs x have 

enjoyed so much, such as with Mrs. K. Governor Harri man, etc., 

but Wednseday night's person being interviewed is 

a TV personality unknown to me, a man named 

Wallace, an unexpected name for a man who claimed 

to be an unorthodox Jew. I suppose what made ( 

the program interesting was the fact that it isn t often 

one hears somebody like a District Attorney 

badgering with questions anotherDistrict Attorney, 

or, to put it another way, it is usually the case 

that May Craig AND Lawrence Sptvack are ganged up 

on some prominent personality and not May Craig getting 

after Lawrence^pi vack or the other way around. 

I was interested tonight at news time that Morgan 
Beatty's program spoke of the*jexandria destruction 
through a report on ^ake superior who was reporting a snowfall in 
tha*. area and that E. Roscoe's broadcast never mentioned 
the Louisiana thing at all. 

This afternoon x entertaineh t some potentate from 
the Episcopal Church of Dallas. Father Ulson of the Datc.toch.es 
Episc pal Church telephoned to say thutthis Dallas 
number had expressed a desire to meet me andasked if he 
might bring him down. We had a delightful hour as both 
men are civilized. The bishop or whatever he was 
carried blanche with him from the front gate to 
Yucca and T should have liked a candid camera shot 
of the g entleman who was'fascinated by my new pet, 

May B., the Rhode Island Red hen, and was delighted 
when the latter hesitated not at all to eat from 
the pontifical hand the cracked corn I provided. 

The episode reminded me of ^rs. Stowe's kinsman, that Brooklyn 

divine named. Henry Ward Beecher and the limerick about 

him and the hen which I cannot recall I must look 

that up sometime, --b t the gist of the thing was this, with 

the punch in the last linei t 

"Said the famous Methodist preacher, 

To the hen, "You're a wonderful creature", — 

And the hen, Just for that 
Laid an ,egg in his hat, 

And thus did the 'hen reward Beecher'. 


Memorandum 


on must 
s b§°rd r l 
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having done with the business. •’’* v 

Celeste 'had three ladies up from Lake Charles 
today, ladies who had been on the European jaunt with 
her a couple of years ago. They were very pleasant and 
I enjoyed giving then a little tour right after dinner while 
Celeste was -•leuring the decks for movies to be shown 
by the ladies of their many travels. I handed them back 
to their hostess but declined their invitation 
to sit in on the movies which 1 think 1 could probably 
h ve seen pretty well in the intimacy of the home but 
which I assumed would be devoted to personal experiences 
that would be of interest primarily to the participants rather 
than the casual observer. I believe Celeste had a 
few people in for the show, perhaps Frances Phelps from atchitoc 
Dee Hertzog and so forth. 

At supper, the master remarked to his wife, "Oh, by the way, 
i stopped in au the hotel this afternoon and told the manager 
to reserve a suite for you during the Christmas light festivities 


Monday, November 11th, 195V 


Memorandum 


It was supposed to rain today and so, of course, 
the sun shone all day except for a few pellets of sleet 
about half an hour before sun up. But the Fast 
wind contiues with sufficient chill to keep 
the thermometer in the mid 50 's in spite of the sun. 

The radio spoke of snow in the Catskills and naturally 
I found myself wondering if any was swished as far south 
a s Lyme. 

It never occured to me until about 9 this morning 
that today might be a holiday for Uncle Sam's postal 
boys. One never knows about such things at this 
bend of the river since sometimes a round is made 
in spite of the calendar and sometimes it isn't. But 
today was one of those days in which it didn t and so my 
memo of yesterday will not go forth until tomorrow's 
post along with this. 

Mr. Beckerman telephoned me at 7:30 this morning. 

He wanted to check on a form letter being sent out 
covering the Cane **iver Memo which will have its 
title changed to Plantation Memo since possible 
newspaper subscribers beyond the confines of 
Louisiana may well have never heard of Cane n iver. 

He said he had been in New Orleans over the week end 
attending an American Legion gathering and came back 
with a pr nting contract covering a period of 
several months or longer and naturally he was 
pleased with that since the printing -.job will 
contribute to maintainance of his presses. 


Eugene, the clerk, complains of having 
a suggestion of the flu but said he a voided telling 
■his wife to avoid a rumpus about remaining a t home. 

I am hoping he overcomes the germ for his own sake and 
the smooth operations in the postal section. In 
case there should be a delay in regular m a il, you will 
know in advance that it i3 because I have held it out on 
occasion when J. H., as Post Mastermay <find it 
difficult to look after such details, should Eugene be 
absent for a day or so. 
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Tuesday, November 12th, 1957, 


On Saturday night, and be-latedly enough, I 
finally got around to finish the Davenport study 
of Mozart, I am glad 1 read the book but the fact 
that i could so easily keep putting it aside unfinished 
as other things came to hand seems to suggest that 
I did not find it as fasc inating a biography as 
might have beep wislted. I sometimes think 
the kind of biography I like best is the one which 
not only paints distinctly the life of the subject which 
Miss JJavenport has handled pretty well, but also 
the times and the places in which the character moved which 
were not so well brought out in this volume. Perhaps 
the author knew them so well she forgot to jot them 
down for those of us who didn't. She did do one thing 
that could be emulated by other biographers, at least 
she made agesture in the right direction, although she tucked it 
into a note at the back of the book whereas, x think, it 
should have been incorporated in the story, and that 
was some notion as to the amounts of money 
Mozart received for a few of his major undertakings, 
about 2 00 dollars for his Figero and about the same for 
his Don Giovanni, surely a pitiful amouut for two 
of the world's most popular operas of the past 1 50 years, I 
suppose it may be difficult for a write to get information 
regarding how his character made it financially but it 
seems to me that the means by which a character keeps 
himself alive is among the more important points in figuring 
out his whole existence and especially is this so in the case 
of Mozart whose death in large measure was undoubtedly due 
to ma1-nutrition, Mozart's major debts at his de th 
probably were those to people from whom he had borrowed to 
keep going, the apothecary , the upholsterer and 
the tqilor. The first two are understandable enough\ the 
last two a little more difficult except one realize that 
Mozart was probably the type that had he received fortunes 
for his works, he probably would have died owing proportionally 
about what he did in his poverty Poor Mo art, - 
such a lavishly endowned child who never grew up who had 
the misfortune in his maturity to be married to a goose 
who never had sense enough to look after him. 

Well, what a literary evening this turned out to be, I 
may run in to town in bhe morning to market some 
Hunter canvases, drop in .at theEnterprise, etc., and so 
m a y or may not mail this in town, depending upon what 
hour T aet under way . 


hour 


jases, drop in .at theEnterprise, e tc,, and so 
not mail this in town, depending upon what 
under way . 


Memorandum j 

Another day of rain and the forecast 
for tomorrow is rain. But it is warmer and 
I like that part of it. 

For the first time in every so Hong, 
and probably the last time in a longer stretch, 

Eugene, Pat and I had breakfast together this morning. 
Pat casually remarked that "tomorrow is the big day", 
and both Eugene and I took is as casually, for 
J. H. had told Eugene that Pat plans to be married 
on Wednesday and he had told Ck'le ste and me on 
Sunday night. Pat added, glancing at me, —"or 
maybe you already knew it", to which 1 responded 


"Perhaps I ought to say No."...and we d 1 laughed, 
although Eugene didn't laugh’ with much t gusto as 
he had a temperature of 1 03 and he isn t staying home 
to nurse his flu. 

One moment while 1 adjust a Denholm margin. 

As Celeste had announced she wa3 running in to town for 
a hair-do at 8, I made the most of the opportunity to slide 
in with her, taking some Hunter canvases to Millspaugh and 
a big gourd for one of the Deckerman children who had had 
an accident with the one 1 had sent him by his papa a week ago Sunda. 

. • IJ»V« ^' . ' ' ku ui - * 

It pouted cats and dogs, as it were, all the time we 
were gone and I got mighty little^ done except agood soaking. 

Celeste let me out at Millspaugh s on Front street where 
I parked the pictures. J' know not why but I went to the 
trouble to get my haffrd to my back pocket to see if the 
copy for this week's article for the Entperprise was secure before 

•| - — l/V 1 ^ M flnnnnr a n J1 W 1/1 n Q nP T '/ )/ 




leaving Millspaugh's for the newspaper office and was properly 

impressecLwhen I discovered the manuscript which x had been unable 

to get into the post, there being none such on the 11th, was 

not where x had put it. I naturally assumed it might 

have fallens from my pocket when I got out of the 

car and dashing out into the rain, was so lucky as to find 

it submerged in a couple of inches of water in the gutter 

where the , car had stopped.. With both the copy and myselj somewhat 
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Wednesday, Hovember 13th, 1957 


resembling a chicken just pulled out of a brimming rain 
barrel, i made it the two or three blocks to The Entperprise 

ttat U°r/ Xn n l Uat Ur ' Beckernan ,iad b een called out ? of town and 
that Mrs. Beckerman was at home. I talked with her 

there and might just as well have done so from here. 

I did have an opportunity while at -the newspaper 
to look at the form letter being sent to would-be 
subscribers to Plantation Memo and so could approve that and 
at the same time meet some me 
I had not met before. 

What with the rain still 
before, 1 availed myself of t 


Memorandum : 

'i ' • , •' «. 

Our incredible weather continues but thus 
far it has remained warm and I like that part of 


g more mightily than 
tion of a resting place 
? old t'ourt House to say Howdy to Carmen and 
3 set-up. 6 'he is posssessed of t wo 
of which appear to be about the gloomiest 
7 in a public building and l have seen a few. 

\ r w,l ]te, and I doubt they ever were painted that 
'■ugy looking now and the woodwork is 
tween black and a brown several shades darker 
the ceilings are inordinately ghigh and 
l of the structure's interior is intensified 

■ f° ot long day-light bulb fixtures 

icreases the gloom where ever it glints on 

■ here is talk about tearing the 

'y and i S it should ever be demolished, I 
e ei egait doorway that embellishes the entrance 
as beautifully designed as a doorway 
nsion of Hatches, with fluted columns 
h side of the door and a broken vault 
mean, a finely carved ac orn-shaped urn 
p timbers open for the urn to project upward, 
such a thing, J wouldn t h a ve the vaguest notin. 
save it from the fate of kindling, should 


A terrific clap of thunder awakened me at 
3:45 this morning a'd I thought the wind was 
blowing mightily but it turned out to be merely the 
rain coming down in buckets on the new roof. 

It rained an inch yesterday afternobn and ai other 
h etween 4 and 7 this morning and I suppose it 
h s added another inch to the gage by now. Mince 
n bout 4 o'clock there has been a n ominous quiet, 
punctuated only by the rain drops on the b a nana le a ues 
At noon the weather bureau put out special warning 
a gainst the possibility of a tornado, as between 
Shreveport aid Alexandria, between noon and mid¬ 
night, but so far, so good and I reckon we may a void 

I hope. 


loosing 

One nice thing a bout living' in a "»ud house 
is the unliklihood of n tornado ever doing much more 
to it that possibly ca.rrying a w a y the f roof, for w 
weight like Gibraltar, it would seem likjly 
to withstand even the mightiest of sephersl. 

Pat, Eugene and d all breakfasted again togethe 
this morning. Eugene lootped better alttf^ugh he 
3 till is nursing his flu aijd Pat, h n viMg folded up 
early, looked radiant. He said hea^ouamta 
were to be married at 11 o clock-imis morning and 
that they would head out by car for Washington and 
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Thursdg., November 14th, 1957 


I am sorry I am ggoing to bed tonight 
without having heard what the President had to say 
in Oklahoma City. I shall get the gist of it 
from tomorrow's commentators but whenever possible ± 
like to get the entire speech so I may form my 
own conclusions before someone digests them for 

me. But in view of the stew, - brother, —1 must 

do a jingle starting off with that, which was quite 
accidently, —in view o the stew going on in the 
he a vens tonight, the radio is nothing but a great 
big box of Chinese fire crackers all exploding split 
seconds apart so that not a word, let alone a phrase or 
can be heard. ‘They tell me that TV, for some 
reason, isn t effected by static and so the President 
is bound to get a fulsome audience but the radio 
fans will hear nothing. 

today's mail was scant again and it is just as 
well since the inclemncy of the weather drowned out 
tie secretariat. ± am surprised they had the 
good sense to remain in-doors but I am glad they did, 
whatwith all the flu potentials flying n bout. 

• ( \ 

I ordered books from the flew Orleans library 
a couple of weeks b a ck but h a ve received no delivery as 
yet . I should get order filled and delivered within 
four days but somebody is dragging feet again and 
I shall have to chunk in that direction although * disl 
doing so but not quite so much as being left without 
‘anything to 1 ' read on nights when the elements scramble 
the radio. 

Toosie telephoned to say that a friend of hers in 
living in 94th Stre % £~t, wants to handle some Punter 
\canvases. i should like to know where 5 7 Street 
\tands regarding the Punter matter. With so many 
\oiects bussing in her head, Miss Ramsey seems difficult 
tVcome bye altliough I should like to move some 
mctures in Manhattan by one channel or an tither and 
I ifciik I'shPLV go ahead with negotiations on my own 
hool^im^ess r ,get a Response from Pirates Alley real soon 
regarding commitments possibly made in that quarter.. 

And so things turn and so must 1 do some desk 

work and thenc'e to my reading machine and The Yazoo . 


Memorandum : 

And so, thinking the postman might be early today, — 

al though I cannot say why I thought so, - I went to the 

Post Office a little earlier than usual and Lo. he 
have demonstrated how right I could be for not only had he come 

but also he had gone, —and hence the 15th and 14th memos 

will be mailed under the same cancellation date. 

And going forward by the same post will be a most 
unimaginative package, somewhat bigger than a.shoe box, con¬ 
taining some gourds which you may want to use for hanksgi vmg 
or offer to some of your f riends, should it not seem likely 
in t’is or that quarter that you had found them in the market 
or that someone of your associates had given them to you. 

A paper sack is in the top of the package for your convenience 
n nd in it I tucked a few bay leaves for holiday cooking. 

It is pleasant to report phat last night's tornado 
passed to the south of us, demolishing some houses in Oakdale 
which is a town 15 or 80 miles west of Alexandria, T believe. 
Come to phink of it, ± believe it was at Oakdale that Pat s 
mother was teaching when Joe Henry courted her. I had 
forgotten qbout that until mentioning the name of the place 
just now. 

I talked with Carmet) today. Phe is on very fri endly 
terms with Frances denry s mother and the latter tells her that 
she really thinks there might be an authentic romance going 
.oh ,between Frances and vhe man.who.is with Pthyl in baton 
Rouge with whom Frances has been going out of late, i cannot 
imagine her re-marrying sino^it would automaticaJly 
cut her cut of PaynBes sharUmff income from Melrose plantation 
but it as Frandee^ias a quarterof a million or more and 
several pieces of real estate of value, she might do 


the thea 
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Friday, November 15th, 1957 


Marlin to Call on Friend Miller for both ladies 
like each other and Hobina loves running the roads. 

What she had to say about Louisa's impression of 
Blythe's appearance is t[uite correct, I should say. 

I reckon -*■ have seen her lots of times between the dates 
that Louisa, has and I can well imagine .the surprise must 

h n ve beenpronounced. 

\ 

The letter from Alice M oklas is just as nice as 
Alice oklas always is. I am.so glad her trip to 
the Italian spa turned out so much to her satisfaction. 

Her reference to Jean (Iris, —if that is the way it is spelled, 
leaves me in the dark for I do not recall that artist s 


Ora called me tonight, saping she had just received 
a couple of pages from Caroline ^ormon, relating all 
the accomplishments she had rounded^up to her credit which 
she wanted Ora to enumerate in detail in the speech 
Ora is to make tomorrow in introducing Caroline who is 
to speak to the local garden club. This enumration business 
struck us both as somewhat Dorman-ish since verybody 

SHK&S*? eauIort 

3 n rely nobody will object to an endless introduction.... 
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A3 I turned the page, Dr. Knipmeyer veiepnonea uu 
ask me if I had heard the radio give a weather 
bureau tornado warning for tonight. I hadn t 
heard diything but I'm. not surprised that 
one should be in the offing, for the sky h asabout 
the same apperance as a couple of nights b n ck when Oc a 
got a big breeze and there is that unearthly 
m'lmness and silence that seems so typical of pre- 


Sunday, November 17th, 1957 


Memorandum : 

Spring is in the air, as evidenced by the 
thermometer re dings which have been m the 80 s 
over this week end and another th ree quarterp of 
of fain last night, sunshine and cl ouds today and 
the appearance of rain again tonight and the weat 
prediction for rain on the' morrow. 

And this ripple of Primavera dong the loops 
nd bends of Cane River seem to spring up from al 
every quarter, including human and floral with th 

looking greener than it has all ^^inn^nVouVa t 
grape from last year s vintage spilling about at 

great rate. 

Last evening about store closing time, the a 
presented herself at the off ice, asking H, to 
persuade ?ug a bou s wife, Maude, to turn over her 
shells to him for safe keeping over the week end. 
„nd Fugabou are drunk most of the time these day . 
it seems that Maude had threatened to take a pot 
shot at the artist when the latter venture forth 
this morning. What the rumpus was about, I know 
not, and J:. H. s aid he didn't know either . § 

Last night my telephone rang and it was—of 
the artist. On hearing my voi'ce, she was obviou 
taken aback and explained she thought fhe had di 
saloon to send her some wine as she was studym 
h v'ing a little party. I told her she must have 
n? her auests as 1 could smell her breath ove 


King Hunter passed this way this evening 
to say the people who owned the camp he looks after 
down by the sp llway are giving up their lease. He 
must mean the heirs of the people who waned the camp, J 
the people who, to be more correct, had alease on it, a 
no longer in circulation the husband having been 
shot and killed by his wife at their home in Many, and 
I supp se tl^e wife is in jail, —temporarily at 
least. 

. And Miss °imons who leases the camp behind 
Fug n bou's house has decided to get some one to look aji 
her place a job wich Fug.bou and his wife, l avde, 
h a ve long*held. But, according to Kigng, Fug a bou 
"bein',drunk all the time and last week actin 
te fool concernin' his manners in front of white 
folks and all", —and so Fug n bou drops a little 
further down the scale, slaP through the neck 
of th$ bottle. 

Tonight I think 1 shall provide myself with 
a delightful musiccle . 1'he New Orleans Public Library 
continues to put nothing in the mail for me and 
what with the radio^not playable, it is , 

perfect set of circumstances to make a musicale 
tike most logical thing in the world. I think I shall 
h a ve a little round with Wolfgang to-see if 1 can 
recall some of the particulars n bout his compositions 


y tikis week end be all peaee and 
solitary tornado in Lyme..***» 


without 
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I was delighted when Saturday's post brought me some 
books and, as is my custom, I set aside Saturday 
night exclusively for reading. Not knowing what 
the several cartons contained, I selected one at random 
and was pleased when it turned out to be a 
biography of Longfellow about whom I know migltty 
little although 1 have long admired his elegant home 
at Cambridge which 1 was always want to visit whenever 
I found myself in boston. 

I'he name of the author of this book somehow put 
me in mind of the name - of a prominent 
Natchitoches Parish family of whom 1 have spoke 
on occasion, the name being spelled D-e-b-l-i-e-u-x and 
pronounced W. For the name of the Longfellow biography 
is Edward Vdgenknecht, and, for all I know, may likewise 
may be pronounced W. 

I read but seven hours last night and while en¬ 
countering many a familiar name of Longfellow s 
con tempo raryes, I did not encounter Emily Dickinson but 
perhaps she will appear later. 

■it is a strange thing If hat alm'ost everyone 
I know speaks of Longfellow s Evangeline, knowing full 
well what the stor is all about and yet I must say 
I doubi> if many, —I dLmost wrote any, have ever 
read the story throughout. Perhaps 

people don't read stories of such length when couched in 
verse any more and yet I know plenty of people 
who have read Scotij s Lady of the Lake from first 
to last, who haven t explorded Evangeline and I 
must say that for some reason, I, too, am in this 
group.' Perhaps I shall get around to It some day, 
but whether I do or not, 1 shall continue liking 
his' shorter poqms, especially such ones of gusto 
„s Paul Severe s Hide.. 1 was surprised when 
Mr. Wagenkneche (pronouced W( mentioned Longfellow's 
interest in various European writers,-Goethe, Mesdames 
Scudery, Sand and Pompadour. Personally I cm not 
acquainted with the writings of the latter. Naturally 
I liked these lines of Longfellow : 

• • ' 

"Let others traverse sean and land, and toil through 
through various climes 

I turn the world 'round with my hand, reading 
these poets rhymes." 

I'm sorry this turned out so much a talk about books 
Perhaps I may"do better on the morrow . 


Monday, November 18th, 1957 


Memorandum j 

Two more inches of rain early this morning and 
a high wind that carried off the big sheets of 
tin covering the two Yucca chimneys . These coverings 
had been placed over the tops of the chimeneys when 
the house was shingled and they certainly have served a good 
purpose during the past four weeks when so much water 
would have been cascading into the fireplaces, had 
theynot been in place. 

Vires had been attached to the coverings and 
from the wires swungweights, let down into the chimneys 
to keep the tin in place but the wind had been stronger 
than the weights and so they had flown off into the garden 
where I was lucky enough to find them both. 

1 rounded up Mitchell to give me a hand in getting 
.them back atop the chimneys but Mitchell explained that he 
couldn't climb and so I used ’ him to help me round 
up some ladders, -one leading from the ground to 
the eaves, another from the eaves part way up the roof and 
a third, wired to the second to extend further toward 
the top of the h.ouse. I reckon I might have crawled up 
the tiding without Ladders had it not been so slippery. 

Pf course one wire broke that tied two of the ladders together, 

the top of one ladder, the bottom of the other, and 

I had to do a bit of- scrambling for a moment, but 

1 got the covers back into place, after which I hunted up 

a couple of metal m a ts, originally in ended for scraping 

muds from ojie's shoes, placing the'm on the tin and 

then some bricks atop the whole thing and unless 

we get quite a blow, these will "stay-put, I hope. The 

height of .the chimeneys atfd their breadth is such that 

from the ground one doesn t see the weights 

on top of them, designed to keep them stationary. 

I had to skip to the store just after h a ving got 
the job done and the clerk who must have heard that 
I wanted to get the chimneys covered, advised me 
not t to let any of the mep go up on the roof, bhti wiiid 
.being so high that they might get blown off. I agreed and 
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said nothing a bout the fact that I had jU3t finished thhe 

Carmen telephoned me this evening. She said, she 
had a w a good week end. At Church, - Episcopal, on 
Sunday morning, one of her friends asked her if she 
would like to play cards in the afternoon and she s aid 
she would if somebody would round up some players. *na 
so three of them had gone out to the Aswell .. 

est blishment and they had played until first darn. When they 
arrived, Rosalind seemed to have quite a glassy look 
in her eyes and every sentence she spoke had some cuss words 
tossed in for no apparant reason but after she had 
had £ or 5 cups of coffee, her look retunned to a normal state 
and the .cuss wordsfaded from her conversation . 1 mentioned that . 
had been surprised one night last week when, out of a clean sky, 
atelephone call had come through from Rosalind. Carmen inquired 
if I had put t he call through or if the call had come 
through from the lady in question and I told her it 
was she who called me but 1 did not tell her what 
had apparently been the excuse for the call, —the portrait. 
Carmen said she must have been paying poor attention to 
what^osalind was saying as she got the impression 
that it was I who had put through the call.. Poor Rosalind,— 
more gifts than a hundred women put together usually receive 
from God and unable to get anywhere with all her blessings. 

The hate-mongers on matters racial must be having 
high old time in the Crescent City tonight. 1 he radio 
mentions a gathering of the Citizens Council as having 
pow-wow there and among th,ose mentioned as being 
present are Senator Eastland of Mississippi, an outrageous 
Plaquemine politician, Perez, Willie Reinach, another 
racial bigot in the Slate political field, Governor 
Griffin of Georgia and, —of course, ousm Emmet Erwu i. 
can't understand how the Governor of Arkansas failed to 
round out the group but tomorrow the Arkai sas governor 
will speak in Shrevport, — Char'le Phillips presiding,- 
and so perhaps he will get more news notices than 
he would have, had he merely been "among those present 
n t tonight's NewOri eans, gathering. 

I read a little more from the Longfellow biography 
last night a nd enjoyed what I read. It strange 1 haven t run u 
wi y members of the *d a ms family as yet I haven t », 

encountered little Miss E. Dickinson as yet either. 1 didn t 
know before the Mrs. Henry W. Longfellow was the first lady 
in America to make use of ether to make child birth easier. 

I suppose thiswas the first step in the direction of what m 
our d y became known as "‘Twilight Sleep 1 take it 
that Mrs. Longfellow, born Fanny Appleton, wa.3 a wonderful 
woman and her marriage the happiest on record . 


Tuesday, November j^th, 195?. 


Memorandum: . , 

Sunny and cool was the order of the day and we are 
promised the same for the morrow. The clerk remarked 
that"they would start picking cotton tomorrow , but with 
a he a vy frost promised for tomorrow morning and a thermometer 
that, in spite of clear skies, that will not go 
about the 50's, and water still in most of the rows, 
my doubt is that "they" will pick much. 

The news of the day, and I got it from Carmen, 
n ppe<Tred on the front page of the Picayune which, through 
Martha “obinson, announced the death in Mexico '•'ity 
of Nathalie Scott. I must write Blythe a 
condolence note tonight a s they were great friends. , 

The Picayune obituary did not mention Bill Spratling s 
association with Nathalie, eitherin the silver business 
or in the book on which they both once worked at Melrose. 

I suppose, aside from such omissions, there may have been 

the usual errors that always^find themselves into every 

printed page. 1 assume that the age ascribed ( 

to Miss Scott might be a case in point-- 56.. I don t see 

that it matters much, except, perhaps to the Red Vross, t/iat 

this report must have .snipped off 10 or lb years for her life span , 

I don't recall just how the obituary runs, but it seems to 

me there is some reference about Nathalie having been 

n ctive in Red Gross during foricf War 1, and that she 

had been decorated with a Croix de Guerrre or some 

such for her rescue mark in a bombed hospital in France, 

or some such. If, indeed, Nathalie is 56 in 

1957, one might assume she was born in 1901 which 

would have made her rather tender in years to have served 

a s a Red Cross nurse in the 1914-1918 war. 


*t£si night I finished the W a genknecht biography 
of Longfellow and learned much from it. I was . 
disappointed never to have encountered Emily Dickinson 
was somehow surprised to encounter Charles Sumner in the 
role of a LongfellqmAni/imate and quite taken a-back 
to learn that Longfellow h a d given thought to doing 
a study, —in play form, I believe, of laroohefaucauld and 
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Wednesday, November 80th, 1957, 


a trilogy on Louis XIV, --his youth of the ^asafin-Mancini 
epoch, his maturity and finally his old age. Reference mas 
m„de to the Longfellow account of the 17th century France 
in "Driftwood" which, 1 take it, must, be some Longfellow 
volume with which 1 am unacquainted, 

he author gives particulars regarding the Longfellow 
income which, as indicated before, strikes me as important 
in a biography if a reader is to get some notion as to how 
the character made a 9° °f things, Although Edgar Allen Poe 
a nd Longfellow never met, there was some correspondence aud it appea 
Poe was rather.rough on Longfellow but Longfellow was 
kind to everyone-i'id so there was noskirmishing between them. 

The Ad a ms f n mily w a s on such intimate terms'with Vh rles 
Sumner and so prominent in Massachusetts-Cambridge 
society, it seems odd no mention is.made of them. Longfellow 
was such an augel a>‘d Sumner so disagree a ble qperson, it seems 
te varknble that Longfellow should h c .ve been such an 
intimate friend throughout Sumner's life. 

My telephone went out of whack this morning a bout 
hour before mail time, --luckily, - as it turned out, 
since it impelled me to got to the store to use the 
instrument.there to report the matter. To my surprise, the postman 
put in an appearance, giving me di opportunity to scoot 
to Yucca for the out-going mail* There had been a truck or train 
delay somewhere along the line and the postman had 
kept to his time schedule without awaiting the arrival 
of the in-coming mail, I understand . Thus I have the pleasure of 
anticipating r. double-dip on the morrow, J, H, didn't take 
the absence of his mr.il so philosophically, however, a nd I must 
say I could appreciate his point of .view. 

Over the demi-tasse, x learned that my hostess has decided to 
ask Clarissa Breazeale to run up from'Lafayette to 
tell her what she ought to have done regarding^slip covers 
for her living room, etc,, etc, I wonder wriav^wi 11 be 
next, Purely,.I hope, I will not end up by sitting 
on Clarisse's lap, repeating the performance of so many years 
b a ck when the Presbyterian preacher put in an appearance 
a t precisely the wrong moment . 


Memorandum: 

How nice to find a talisman in today's post. 

The package from Lyme came through in perfect 
shape and I shall enjoy my hour of reading tonight the more, 
thanks to the amplitude of good old Virginia staple 
that will be at my finger tips and while there will be plenty 
of smoke, none of it will get into my eyes, 

I must inquire about the faintness of this ribbon 
on the morrow. I am under the impression it may 
hold for a little while yetbut the month ahead 
will call for quite a lot of hammering on this machine 
and it is so pleasant tl know that when things 
start getting a little thin, a replacement is readily to hand, 
to little Miss Lee that I hav to thank for a hundred and one 
things provided that guarantees smoothness of the road, 

I was quite surprised, and withal pleasantly, this 
evening fL ong about first dark when Ed Rand tapped at my 
door. I haven't seen him in I know not when, —not since 
his f ather' s funeral, X guess, and then only from 
afar. . , 

He said last week's tornadobounced down on the garden 
of the old home tearing trees out of the ground ,— 
trees with trunks 8 or 5 feet in diameter a nd tearing up 
3cads that never have been located. -But, oddly enough, 
one of the big oaks right by the house which s was twisted and 
shattered into match xtickl, did not hit the house a nd 
except for §'couple of singles being whisked away, the house 
suffered not at a ll, He said Blythe was weeping over the 
condition of the garden of the old plage whereas r he 
thought 3he should be thanking Qod thather new house 
wasn t at all effected, although it is only a block behind 
the garden of her old home , He says he shouldn't be surprised 
if eventually his mother moved b a ck to the old place which she 
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November 21st. 1957 


seems to find it so difficult to separate herselj jrom. 
He says nobody can understand how so many houses in the 
colore section of town could have been smashed and 
blown away without a single citizen being killed. 

It 3 eems that since the colored housing section had been 
developed, zoning laws hav been written into the 
Alexandria records rtuqiring better plumping, etc., and 
thus, what with the Bed Cross having helped out much, an< 
better houses required by law, the people who were beref 
of their homes■ and possessions are undoubtedly going to 


Memorandum : 

Another inch and a half of rain last night and so 
it was pleasant to hear the Weather Bureau announce this 
morning that the skies were already clear in Slireveport 
a nd the whole area would be sunshiney today. 

But somehow the clouds got stuck somewhere along 
the line and it drizzled all afternoon and 
is drizzling still tonight at 9. 

Before the coffee hour this morning, Madam Beaufort 
tapped at my door. She s n id she had some Standard Oil 
people coming for dinner tomorrow and wanted to bring 
them down here. I asked her if Standard Oil 
h a d struck a gusher under the Eiffel Tower or some 3uch 
but 3he 3aid she hadn't heard of it. I let that one go. 

At noon J reported that the General would be 
running up to Alexandria this afternoon and would come on 
to Melrose for supper. He arrived at first dark 
in the rain and supper was ready but we dined a little 
later th a n we had expected for, according to instructions 
the cook had prepared supper for J. H. f the (leneral, 
Bugene and me which was alright as far as it went but 
it didn't go far, what with the General having brought 
his wife, daughter-in-law and grandchild with him anc * 

Dan appeared, --sitting next to me and never speaking, an 
Celeste decided to partake, too. 
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hast night I read a little from a thing called 
"Summer on an Arctic island by Sherman, —the account 
by the wife of one of the botanists or ornithologists or 
some such, of a 6 week's expedition to some island or 
other within the arctic Circle n bove theCandaiaii east coast 
n nd ^reenla.’.d . I shall recommend it to 
Hiss “ormon since there s quite a lot a bout 
birds, mosses, lichens and so on but it's a 
type of thing that can lull me to sleep without 
jiy trouble at all• 

I liszen to the .news on the nation wide level these 
days without getting much instruction but lots of half- 
baked ideas bout converting all the school children 
into embryo scientists What a lot of clap-trap spill3 
through the microphones, once some new fad catches hold 
of folks. In my opinion, it is perfectly ridiculous 
to talk about making zhe study of scientific subjects 
so alluring that everybody in the next generation may 
be enticed into that branch of learning. I think it would 
be wonderful is civilization would provide students with 

an opportunity to get an education but a bout the last 
thing we should try to cultiv te is a super-abundance 
of scientific teaching if that has to be dished out at 
the expense ~nd to the detriment of all , 
the other branches of learning It doeon t seem 
to have occured to di yone currently beating the drum for 
a n all-out of scientific learning for Americans that perhaps 
the most deplorable thing in the world today is 
the fact that Russia seems to have been doing just 
that with her students and the humanities a re trodden 
under foot by an over-suppLy ofMoscovites, so busy with 
mathematical formulae they have forgotten, apparently, that 
Science, after all, is but one segment of a n education 
and not a bit more important that m a iiy another element 
in graduating children from kindergarten into 

true maturity.In contempoary pedogoic fields, the study of science 
is as important 7 s salt is to a well-rounded meal but 
few if a n U people would care to call themselves satisfied if 
invited to dine at a table on which appeared nothing but salt. 

And now I a m going to pause a»d enjoy a Camel and 
a d^b of coke, opened by my fa* hful little old Yucca opener 
here on my desk and then to some mail which I ought to knock off 
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Friday, November 2Snd, 1957, 


i j ; 


o; 


Memorandum: 


How nice, how nice, how nice 


It was so noble of you to do all the things you 
have done 

Your letter came through promptly, —Tuesday to Friday, - 
and I cannot tell you how much. I a delighted to have 
all the part ulars, especiai. ly concerning little Miss 
Lee. &ut in regard to the latter, I do hope she will 
not make an effort to write in the jam-up--b a ng-up of 
demands that are bound to grow ever more insistent in 
this hurlyOburly season just ahead. After the turn of 
the year ^zltere will be a greater measure of leisure 
.id the most important thing at the moment is to 
grab off all the relaxation possible, if indeed, any 
is. out if there be any or'not, it is so wise to 
avoid adding anything to it and I'm sue little Miss Lee 
knows perfectly well that 1 will understand perfeetly. 

' And how thoughtful of you to procure) the Times 
reviews and seud them along, too. From oames letter 
enclosed yesterday, one gathers that that Marshall woman 
is in New Orleans and I shall send her the clippings by 
Special Delivery in Saturday's post so that she may have 
them on Sunday morning. .1 know she will really be 
ever so aporeciative of yourtithoughtfulness, even though she 
may dilly-dally about makinj acknowledgement. 

I am hoping my letter announcing the arrival at 
the Paramount of the newly weds arrived before their telegram. 
And may I say how much I, too, not t o mention them, appreciate 
your kindness in their behalf 'The thou fit tfHness . 

bout suggesting a check in lieu of i™med»at| then and there 
payment was characteristically thoughtful o but 1 
can well imagine Fat would want to take care of the matter 
forthwith for he is always prompt „bout such t^ngs and as he 
is prob n bly well heeled, the cash settlement would be 
as easy as pie. I.am particularly glad you got a chance 
.. -> «»■* I • • *£-.!• f: A 


l 



l 
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Sunday, November 84th, 1957 


to say Howdy to them both and asboth of them will 
undoubtedly retain memories of their honeymoon forever, it 
is so nice to think that you will forever be figuring m 
those memories. 1 believe it is Miss Russell who stars 

in the drama and 1 was so glad to hear her last Wednesday mgl 
_ week ago, - on that half hour interview program I have ment\ 
on occasion, --Mrs. Roosevelt, Ed Wynn, etc. And surely the 
lovliness ofNJy-Fair Lady is just the .thing for those youngstt 
to remember with so pi asure in the years ahead and in spi^e 
of the doings required in obtaining the tickets, you 
have rendered a service that I am sure will always be 
appreciated all around. 

I was so glad you sent both pages of the ‘Limes 
review for 1 enjoyed so much seeing all the. familiar 
p.c res reproduced on the opposite side oj the page, 
n nd having just re-read Craven's Men of Art, a glance at 
these pictures were doubly pie asant. 

The local weather remains incredible. It rained 
nother inch and a half last night and it has rained a nd 
drizzled all day today At noon it was 37 in Shreveport 
nd the forecast was for sleet and snow for tonight. The 
moisture" has broken all records for wha should be the cotton 
harvest season and with little or none of the lint picked, 
i suppose, if it ever gets dry under foot again, the ploughs 
will begin churning up the fields for l believe the 
cotton itself musv have begun rotting so badly by now 
that picking it wouldn't be worth while. 

John Wenk blew ’unannounced sometime during the 

night in his mother s car. • He will remain atx week. He 
is praying for better*'weather as the purpose of his visit is 
to take flying lessens^at th -'atcuitoches air port. I 
forget how old he is, perhaps 14, bu however the number of 
years, he seems rather young to be piloting a plane. 
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With the Thursday holiday breaking into this week, 

I thought it would be cooperative if u put 
my column ii\ the mail a dau earlier so it would reach 
the Enterprise by Monday morning, —a piece about the >Vitite horated 
sparrow, and with t hat going forward in Saturday's post, 
it seemed to me a good idea to make the most of today s 
quiet by knocking off something of » Chirstmaa thing which 
will appear in the following week, at the turning on of the Chirstmas 
I thought the story of Mr. Schwattzberg of Alexandria and his fine 
department store and the fruit cake he sent me at Christmas 
a couple of years back but after h a ving decided to use 
that tale, 1 had some difficulty inis# figuring out different 
names and keeping .them in mind as 1 knocked off the piece, for 
X am told that the column circulates in Alexandria and X didn t want 
Mr. ScJiwjrtzberg to s ffer from the telling, for I think 
he is a kind hearted man. And so Mr. Schwattzberg became f 
Mr. Lowenstein'and Alexandria became Grenada and them man s 
,home address meuamorphosed from Alberta Street to 
Victoria Mnve yand the historical saoeity was transformed into 
a city planning project. 

j, H. and John Wenk came in from town for Sunday 
night supper about 7. J. H. hadn't heard from Eat and 
said she supposed he would make it at out Wednesday. X said nothing 
about your letter from which I have concluded that 
the newly weds will probably make it about tomorrow. 

But if they are encountering the same k nd of weather along the way 
that we are having here, their progress will prob a bly be slowed 
up considerably. . 

J was interested in what Barnes had to tell about his findings 
in the Natchez records for the early 1700's. I must write him 
about the speculations of John Law which probably epitomized the 
financial flim-fl a mming that characterized French 
finance in the years following the death of Louis X'lV and in 
study of thatperiod, he may find a key to unlock, many 
a mystery in colonial admistrationthat other wise might remain more 
confusing than necessary. 1 re.ca'1'1 so distinctly the 

chapter on John Law in "France Under the Regency by Perkins and 
I think James may be in a frame of mind to n bsorb that 
with pleasure at the moment,! think there have been lots of biograo hi 
of John a a w bu 1 never did read a full length one of the 
m a n who got himself born iji Scotland, pinn a cled in France and 
buried in Vencie, —surely an extraordinary career. 

■ X must also write James about the grandScothch highlander in 
kilts I saio on a hot summer's day in a partially filled 
subway train, in company with a smart looking 
l n dy and how, when the train started up, the gust 

iSrptr.Ms? 
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Monday, November 25th, 1957. 


Memorandum: 

The sun shone all day and it seemed to me 
the cloudless blue of the sky never looked prettier. 

It remains rather cool, sort of 50-ish, and the cotton 
rows remain minature canals and water is inundating the 
lower pasture lands in the Montrose area but still 
the promise of a few days without rain is sufficient 
to k inject a d a b of gaiety into everyone's spirits 
after so many weeks of "dews and damps". 

The post was an hour behind schedule tqday but the doings 
of the post are always beyond me so I let that go although 
I suppose the condition of the roads may well have slowed things 
up a 1 itt'le . 

The enclosures speak for themselves. 1 am almost 

but not quite tempted to run down to ffewOrleans in order 
to stave off a visitation but if I appeared in the rescent 
City, I know perfectly well that they would.insist 
on bringing me home and that would entail even more 
doings and so I shall "stay put". The more I 
contemplate the w a y la Storm gets about, the more impressed 
I am by the energy people who never crack a book are 
likely to possses and 1 shall never know if excessive energy 
in ..learning go hand in hand or not. 1 get the impression 
it may do so in rare cases such as the Roosevelts but 
most people with excessive energy for road running uii om 
I know never seem to have time to open a book. 

From one or two things I have read I have 
imagined that there was a veiled hint that the President 
prefers golf and bridge to reading and, for all I know, a man 
under such he a vy pressure .may do well to .avoid the 
printed word as much as possible in view of all the official 
documents with which he has to deal. But I must say 
it is difficult for me to imagine how it is that a thing like 
golf Gan exert such a pull on hi3 enthusiasm. But 
it aepresses me a little fo I am inclined to pity 
the road runners for the lack of pleasure that 

could be theirs although this statement in itself 
I realise is utterly ridiculous siifce they, m their 
turn, are pitying me beca se 1 can t be having fun by 
road running with them. 


and i 


t 
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Rosalind, of all people, telephoned me this 
evening. “he didn t seem to h a ve much on her mind but 
she said she was tired trying to collect insurance 
on the things that disappeared from her home while she 
was in Georgia. She did expresss satisfaction with 
the allotment of sunshine which smiled on the countryside 
today. She said she had been holding the thought during 
th.e past s vera'l days that nobody would die in the 
/latch itoches area for attempting to dig a grave in 
such soggy times would end up in merely creating 
a pool. I hadn't thought of that angle of business 
but I suppose a rising water table as it approached 
the surface would present problems for the cemetery 
ope rutors. 

At coffee this morning, Celeste asked if Pat was 
back and I said I hadn't heard and apparently he 
hasn ta rrived as yet, I was amused but not at 
11 surprised when I learned that Madam General on 
Thursday night had expressed disapproaval ofthe recent 
marriage in that Pat had failed to invite a ny members of 
his family. I had a pplauded the plan the week before 
to Celeste and she agreed with me but I know not if shq 
made plain the point to BatonRou e and, naturally, don t 
care. 

Last night,I listened to Secretary Brucker of the army 
on Pace the /ration. I found him a convincing radio 
personality, seemingly frank in his answers which, among 
other things, seemed sufficiently persuasive that there 
was every effort to co-operate among the Army, 

/favy and Air force people. And today scientist Brush 
whom i admire is quoted as testifying in a Senate 
inquiry into anmd forces doings that the lack of 
co-operation was scandalous and had brought us into 
the direst jeopardy. Under such circumstances, how 
Mr. Average' Citisen is supposed to make up his mind, I, 
for one, wouldn't know. 

And tonight's reports indicate that while the King 
of Morocco is dining downstairs in the White House, the 
president will remained upstairs in bed because of a chill, 
help feeling that both Mr. Histenhower and F. D. R. 
used up too much energy by forever b e ing on the go . 


Memorandum : 


Another day of blue and gold with only clouds 
of uncertainty felt rather than seen in the 
general direction of the White House. 

It wasn't until tonight that I learned that 
it wasn't a chill but a stroke which overtook the 
Paesident yesterday afternoon. For an Administration 
so heavily guided by Madison Avnue technique, it 
. seems wonderfully paradoxical %hat news concerning 
the three Presidential illnesses have been gummed up 
so badly. It is perfectly understandable, of course, 
that&hose in control should want to cushion the 
shocK yesterday by attributing the President's 
illness to a chill rather than a -stroke. but I 
h a d mis-givings this morning when the official White 
House bulletin announced that the President had 
had a good night and although remaining in bed, had 
no fever. A chill one day that leaves the patient 
without a fever on the following d a y would scarcely 
require the patient to remain in bed. And this 
evening's bulletin states that in spite of a speech 
impairment, mild in nature, the President is up and 
about in the Presidential suite and in and out of 
his bedroom, corridor, etc. I have ?io dou t this 
m-y be true, but if seems extremely odd to me who 
knows nothing a bout such things that if a man s 
speech has been impaired, 36 hours after a stroke, 
that he should be up and sacheting gbout the house • 
In short, to my way of thinking, the Madison Avenue 
boys are still gumming up the works • 

f 

And now, having had that say, i shall adjust the Denholme 
margin and get on to whatever. i 

I was in We store this a fternoon jwhen J. H. answered the 
telephone and when I heard him say• "How was the trip", 

I concluded that the newly weds had touched home base in 
Natchitoches . Again, how glad I am you had an opportunity to 
,spjs. .tji.em while they were honeymooning. 






T 
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po3t Her pt: 


nui■■ 1 
with 


It just occurs to me there will be no out-go mg 
on the morro j and 
tomorrow's memo. 


so I shall save this to go 


I Called Mr. Beckerman this afternoon to pass along 
n idea My thought was that The Enterprise might inaugurate 
a series of news items er.ch week, having to do with scholastic 
activities that would stress the names and the pursuits of 
students others than those engaged in sports. My thought 
w r s that with all the stress on Science being placed agencies, espec 
out of Washington, it might be a good idea to keep such educational 
reports in balance by not going all out for Science at the 
exoesnee of other subjects but rather to inaugurate news items 
along a broad educational front that wouldprovide proud papas and 
mamas with an incentive to subscribe to a paper carrying the 
names of their children and at the s me time offer the general 
public something .to balance off the exclusive concentration 
on sports that heretofore has been he fare of most press and 
radio customers, under the caption of Education, My 
hope is that the average newspaper reader is beginning to mamjest 
signs of growing up sufficiently to find some interest 
in other educational efforts than thumpiiqg^a football 
around a muddy field but, in spite of theatre warnings 
from the "egg-heads" it is possible that *ermicans 
will live and die as a nation that was■so wrapped up in 
sports it couldn't bring itself to bother about what, 
if any, education its offspring might be exposed to. 

I was amused to learn that The Enterprise had received 
an order from some gentleman in Mew Orleans whee name is 
Register, asking that subscriptions to The Enterprise be entered 
for himself, Mrs. H. T. Mahiers of Baton Rou e, Mrs. A. F. 

Storm of Charleston and Mrs.Ferriday Byrnes of Matches, 


ial 


On The strength of that information, think x shall 
off a column tonight that will begin with the words : 


knock 


"Is you done you' Oreekf", 

giving me <vi opportunity to Jake 
maniacs, not that any of the new 
a little hint on tolerance woaild 
readers, and sufficient time h 
thing tj die a way and 
an excuse t.o bray. 


so give the 


another crack at the racial 
subscribers are such, but 
do no harm for the general 
ilapse s indent he Little ^ock 



V I * U A - V v ^ w ■ 

of KiTl-billies 


Well, so much for the moment as T turn to doing a dab 
of mail and an article before sampling the air waves 
to see how quiet tilings are in Pennsylvania Avenue . 


i -■ 


Wednesday, November 27th, 1957. 


Memorandum : ‘ 

How nice to find two envelopes in today's post and 
both from little Miss Lee. 

I opened the smaller one first and encountered the 
lovliest, truest verse, were the message reveresed so as 
to be 
ed. 


going in Miss ^ee 's direction, that I ever encounter— 


And then, on opening the larger envelope, 1 bumped into 
the new crane stamps slap off the bat and was utterly 
delighted, naturally, having heard so much about them 
of late months and having examined the Audubon plate 
in the Elephant Edition where the sketch is big enough for any 
one to see. 

And then I opened the let.ter and learned that 
Thanksgiving Day and Crhistmas are .to be celebrated on the same 
day this year and I was enchanted. How wonderful 
to" have thought of such a gift that will d'elight me 
every day for whatever time stretches ahead and how clever oj 
little Miss Lee to have thought of such a medium of transporta¬ 
tion, 

Pat came down for supper tonight. The j'irst thing 
. hd said after greeting me, --we were at table-, a. H., 

Hohn Wenk, Eugene and I• - 

"You know" —he was speaking of little Mjss Lee, -- 
I think she is one of the grandest numbers I ever met. 

Only you and little.Miss Lee can guess how fervently 
I added my profound "Amen". 

He said he had brought a package for me, --a tape 
recorder or wire recording machine but that he had left i 
in his car in town which Juanitq B. was using this evening and 
that they are coming dom for Thanksgiving dinner tomorrow 
and vhat he would bring it then a{id would show me just how 
the contraption operates. 

Naturally was delighted and you can see readily enough 

that 'littlp Miss Lee therebye demonstrated a sense of 
perfect timing, for not only did she forward the gift under 
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most happy circumstances but at the same time, saw to 
it that the proper instructor accompanied it to set 
me straight on the use of it. I never heard of anything 
more perfect all around and, if it didn t sound so 
inadequate, I should like to voice my prayer of calling on 
God to blesss the heart of little Miss Lee. 

Among other letters I. want to write tomgh is one 
to the M e w Orleans Public Library, ordering a couple 
of volumes from which 1 want to extract quotes and then, 
when I get to a point in whatever column ± chance to be doing, 
I can transfer same on the w'ire recorder and so have it 
c onvenient to hand when I have reached the place 
where the thing goes in. u o often -i have had to return 
books containing mate rial I hav wanted to use subsequently 
but have returned them with a view of having them 
sent back later, what with notes that might have been 
transcribed on to paper so likely to get misplaced 
before / would get around to want them for some 
particular spot in whatever ± chanced to be writing. 

I let it be news, --the theatres the newly weds 
had attended. J. H. asked if they had been able to see 
any plays currently popular and that brought up little 
Mi 3 s Lee's name again and Pat expressed his enthusiasm 
for the way little Miss Lee had handled the tickets for 
“untie Mane and My Fair Lady and J. H. seemed astonished 
that tickets had been procureable on such short, notice. 

And to that Pat responded : 

. "....yes, but you don't know little Miss Lee"... 


I, like the rest of the world,- am following the 
. President's latest illness with attention. was surprised to 
learn this noon that it was quite possible the President 
might go to Paris after nil. This seems as incredible as 
the news that he was up and flying about the White House 
on the morning following his stroke. At this rate, 
mein -li^ber Richard isn t ever going to make the grade. 

I was impressed thi3 morning when Cecil Brown remarked that 
tne Hce President's standing among newsmen must be improving 
since one almost never hears him referred to at present as 
"dirty Richard" or, rather as "dirty Dick", 

He a ven knows, I hope Mr. Eisenhower is still President 
in 1960. 

But I must break off now and attend, to some tag ends. 

What a wonderful day it has been, and all thanks to little Miss Lee, 
and how happy all over again will be the morrow . 


Thursday, .November 88th , 1957. 
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Memorandum : 
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Faster, too. 




or some sucty. 


\j9i ku9*v oi 


\j 19 i:ov: v 

9i 


su'Joa ort 


But something tells sye, tht$, machine is kicking up 
little as it always 'seems to do as assort of protest o 
every time it is be-decked anew with a decoration in the 
fort/Tof a ribboti. 

Jucli^fa and Pat cane down for dinner and we dined across 
the fence^ and everybody was on the gay side but I don't 
mind telling you that as soon as the puinpkin pie had been 
eased down with a demi-tasse, 1 was impatient to^ examine 
my Christmas gift and so Pat and I went there directly on 
leaving the t a ble and J. H. and John Weiyk qnd Eugene 
had to follow along and half a dozen plantation people 
were "hoovering" about to watch the opening of the box. 

And Doha t a beautiful instrument we discovered within. 

Pat took carge of the instruction book and showed me 
where the connecting cord 'and microphone was to be inserted, 
letting me do it all so that I would be fully co nversant 
with the whole business. Then we read the instructions with 
care aha eventually got around to pushing the button, 
and, after we had all had pur sa)j about the nqw machine , we 
pudfied' another button and the. plantation folks' and 
those who had been * hoovering" about were at once thunder¬ 
struck and delighted to hear all the voices so unexpectedly 

Z&yWetiM Tfiat tn it3el f wa3 wor ' th the 

Jtf wsv-, n J o fciO.AO. ft.■■ ~."o 


ju j\>i mu 
.. etiA'ie t.r.'- 
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In turning this pi ge, I took time out to make an envelope 
so that whatever fragment of this memo t together with yesterday s, 
may be inserted, if the ribbon should start balking un¬ 
expectedly. 

And so, returning to the machine, —when it appeared that 
we were familiar with the instructions and the carrying out 
of same, we carried the mchine here where I had prepared 
a substantial tabouret, similar to the one my reading machine 
rests on, placed at the end of my desk, and while 
Pat was putting this new r bbon in the machine, 

I busied myself getting the recording machine set up. 

Then, ■pat keeping the instruction book in hand, we tried 
working it again, he suggesting that I make the attempt 
by myself. You can readily -imagine how delighted and surprised 
I Wa 3 when I disc overed that I had remembered and how 
pleased we both-were to hear ourselves talking back at ou selves 
from the machine • 


tried it 


e a o n ■ 


And tonight:, between supper time and the news, 1 
again to jot down a couple of ideas that -f wanted to 
take up later, and again it worked just perfectly . v 

And so I reckon it is easy enough to under at nd 
t how it is that today is the happies Thanksgiving-Christmas 
bay I can remember and how it is so natural that 
I should feel so deeply indebted to the one who made 

it -i - 

' iov' " *j,r. v .t i.•> ■ ‘ -V;/ 0 ’ ■ ' : ' ‘ 

And another element iit my happiness today t was the opportunity 
to explore further the enclosures in yesterday's■ envelopes 
• and to read the most illuminating article about Burma ,— 
a country about which 1 have heard nothing since the 
• time several years back when the office of the Secretary 
of Agriculture in fash ingtoh snubbed the Burmese Prime 
' Minister on his visit there. And you may readily imagine 
how delighted 1 am to know that Dr. Oppenheimerhas been 
honored by a foreign power if not a domestic one. I hope so ferve 
Hie latter may wake up, as it is hinted on the air that it may be, 
k and wipe away the McCarthy pbstriaand the effects of 
Admiral' Strauss's vindictiveness here and now so that 
Dr. OppenheimSr may emerge from his Princeton seclusion and be act 
' once more. 


oil 




Li. a. 


Friday, November 89th, 1957. 
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Memorandum : ■ 

. r.'\ a 

How nice to find an unexpected message.from little 
Miss Lee in today's post. I assumed the day's mail would 
be a little heavy and it was but somehow I had not expected 
a letter from Lyme." . ' ^ \ 

,,, ,y I had not heqrd about the new Bolivar statue in 
NqwQrleans and it was so nice of you to share this news with 
me and to speculate upon how a statue of aether^ 
gentleman might eventual ly be effected for Natchitoches. 

At the present writing, I don t see just how this is to be 
ccompl ished but there isn't the slightest doubt in my mind 
that sooner or later it will come to pass and from time to 
time I shall a\r the matter, .either directly or indirectly, — 
or both, and just as I make the statement, it occurs to me that 
the subject of the statue might well provide me with material 
for a column now and then. My guess is that perhaps one person 
out of thousand t perhaps ten thousand, if stopped on the street 
in rapid succession, wouldn^t have the vaguest notion as for 
whom Louisiana was named and if told.it was for one of the 
Louises,, not one out of 14 0 would gm±x guess it as the IlVth. 

It is 30 good to have the last glimpse of your busy 
day just prior to making preparations for the day of feasting. 

J-. , .•■vj'.i H." \ 1 1 • . . «0» "• -vwsa 1 

Yesterday I found m self so frequently.giving 'thought as 
to how things were going on the home front and hoping that 
all the preparations involved would not preclude Some opportunity 
later in the day for a few moments ,of relaxation. Pressure 
in the days immediately a head aren t going to afford much 
opportunity to write about such or-other matters, but I shall 
keep my telepathy machine well oiled and shall be counting the 
days until after .the New Year when some sort of a routine 
m a y be resumed . 

,j , w '’ '■ yi ' ' vi 

..And the use of the word,, machine, naturally opens up 


5'iO 
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the matter of my Christmas gift. It is working just grand 
and before folding up my beard last night, 1 made notes of 


ic iv 


• - j t. 

• O 




HOW 


.010 VI 


3hareA&ithfA$et*higr99t*i9g,tfih9 kadit$cW4V§ddfHghtgdeto 

and both were enchanted, --and so was I. And again 
my thanks for a lovely, lovely ^‘hansking-Christmas...... 


a couple of things for a column about Travel, the writing of 
which was made so much easier, today, thanks to the notions 
jotted down whpn they first oame to me last night. 


j # I had just cut .off the machine today when the artist's 

3-1 . j si 16v oi\ 90 5 « a «\mt* uitt; A m* IX 1 '. 3 :. . i;: iti :y'i ia»t<\ iti 


itiu 
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granddaughter appeared t to delivery a message. In 
a fairly casual manner, I a sked me taxi her to tell me her name 
and that of her teacher, the microphone being in my pocket, 

She had probably seen me push down one of the buttons but 
had, 1 suppose, thought of it merely as another of the white man's 
endless gadgets. Before she had re a ched the bamboo hedge on 
her way out, I called her b a ck and told her I wanted to know 
if she could hear what I had just heard. With another push of 
the button, her own voice thundered out j 

n My Hume is Dolores Davis and I'm 11 years old and 
I go to St, Mathew's school ."• 

She looked at me thunderstruck, her eyes widening to the 
size of saucers and then, jittering with excitement, she clapped her 
hepuds, jumped up and down and said she was going to skip 
home and tell everybody and her teacher tomorrow that she had 
just made a record and off she^hopped and skipped, radiating 
a delight that knew no bounds and would have delighted your heart, 

■ J ‘'- V' ■ t t i no v •. •' > . ■' »'* 

Over the coffee cups^this morning, Celeste had much 
to say a bout what Juanita B, had told her yesterday after dinner 
while Pat and I were rigging up the machine. She said, among 
other things that Juanita B, and found little Miss Lee one 
of the sweetest people she had ever met and "to think there would 
be such a lovely person actually living in such a tremendous place 
as the big city". In fairness to Celeste, I must say she was 
delighted to have heard such things and seemed eqU a lly pleased to be 
ble to tell me, even as 1 am equally enchanted to be a ble to pass 
the words along, 

•. , >«* \. oJ *tt» *10 iau\. 

At supper tonight, J, H, said that Blythe and her Western 
Union son, Paul King Rand, had paused momentarily at the s tore, 
being en route to Shreveport and that they had asked him to 
tell me they would be stopping to see me on their way back to 
Alexandria shortly, —he didn't know which day. My guess is 
Sunday but that is only a guess, J, H, said that from Blythe he 
got the impression that quite alot of damage had been done to 
her old home by the recent tornado which Ed Rand had dismissed the 
other day as being of no consequence , 

. bonus s Bn 1 r.: 

I am distressed over the failure of May B, to put in an appeara) 
either yesterday or today, ’! heard on the radio yesterday that 
when aRuston man out hunting failed to put in an appearance the 
other day, the U, S, Air Base at Shrevport had sent out a 
helicopter to assist in the search and h^d, indeed, spotted the man 
who had died of exposure, If May B, fails to show up tomorrow, 
perhaps I should telephone the air base. 

You a sked about The Magic Circle the other day • It is not 
in publication yet,1$£KI'm having such a nice Christmas these 


. i\V'- efrn >• m ir 

• • r. v ••0 

i Sunday, December 1st, 1957, 

<5cr t,- h . ’oj:*) ii 5 Bi A 'bi'JB - 
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Memorandumt • 

,s- s v. J«|: i \ OHO ,«>•>»'.' ■ ■'» 1 B » '* 

What a delightful week end, —all blue and gold 
but a little too oold, but delightful nevertheless, what 
with na interruptions and therefore an opportunity 
l to concentrate on my Christmas gift and effect 
some writing that required lots of thought kthough 
not too much space, 

■\ o.' V*., .. Wt. • v» i.3.« •"’> *:**'•• « i 

It forze last night and the garden settin of green 

tur ed a brown and led color and ice formed in the duck 

section, 

f> ' ; ." r. • it'. j'i r 5 tL.oJ 'jt'.O JO*'. J '• • •> B *' 

John Wenk, usual ly a late riser, bestirred himself 
a little after 3 this morning to go deer hunting. He 
returned „bout noon without any deer, reporting there 
was a line of cars a mile long at the- approach- to the national 
forest preserve where hunters entered for the slaughter, 
Tonight J, H, said he had heard in town that 41 deer 
had been taken. He also told, me something I didn't 
know bef ore —that there are a few d.eer that graze 1 
with the Melrose cattle on the Montrose range of hills 
ju8t*~beyond tte\ cement‘Highway Mo . 1. John Wenk 
“ returned io Shreveport, following his week's visit, this 
afternoon, t' . - iJ * 

. 11 s- , 
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The grapeviea reports much scuffling at the local 
honkey tonka on Saturday night and the scuffling even extended t o 
Little R\ver i ol^ere L. C. +i lion's wife tapped him on the head with 
a hammer wh ich"busted" his skulll and caused him to be taken 
to the Charity Hospital. As L. C. Wilson is a bag and had 
the nerve to take a new love to his house to denounce his w ife, everyone 
seems to feel the whife did right in keeping a hammer 
in her pocket and making use of it when she did. 

At Frenchie's bar, a d joining St. Mathew's school, 
there w s a shooting and a cutting affair and the same 
held vrue for B you Hatches. At the Happy House down Cloutierville 
way there was a free-for-all and muph blod spill tig. 

At the local honeky tonk, it was mostly scuffling. Mine different 
ladies got into a bang-up and were dragged from the place, the 
dresses of 4 of them and the coat of a fifth being torn from 
them and several gentlemen dragged out of the place and 
one or two cut but nothing more than required a few stitches. 
perhaps cL'l this may be attributed to the emergence of the moon 
after such a long period of cloudy days and nights since 
one explantation is probably us good as another although it 
is interesting that not one butall the favorite night spots 
were scenes] of aommotion, and all on the spme night. 

Last night I gape myself \up to my usual Sat rday night 
pleas re, - reading. The only book I had to hand was volume 
4, of little Marcella opus and that was sufficient to afford 
me more pleasure than oould be possibly tucked .into a 
Sat rddy night. I am really beginning to get acquai nted 
woth he ch racters, having met them so oftei\ over the years and 1 
am hoping that after a few more years of communing with them, 1 , 

shall get <o know, ulkjem .ever s m ch better. Cone to think of it, it s 
odd how many people who pay lip service to one book, -I he ilbe, 5 2 
times a year, never seem to consider it worth iohile to 
meet characters in other books more than once, —if at all. 

This afternoon and tonight I devoted to my Christmas 
giff, dictating in the afternoon, transcribing from its dictation 
tonight. I was concentrating o» a story that might 
be called 'The Second Christmas, being a story that 
would give' some notion as to what would probably 
be the reaction of the majority of people if Christ 
should unexpectedly appear on earth again. It is in column form 
but slightly longer than usual. I shall send in two 
columns to he paper for publication on the Friday before 
Christmas so Mr. Beckerman can print the other one if he 
feels The, H l p,qond Chr(istm.a8^to.o hot to handle .And now 
I am bound to fold, the happier becavtie' of my hirstmas gift.... 


0 4 v.. ' ■ 
■3 v n't .r 

i 




. 

- 0I< 

0 It 
;to t 


Mo day, December 2nd, 1957, 

tfijo csmuo \,o 



, iVl •; , 3\.-' •' " * V. 

m;v. 

i yi'.i !->• 


It ?.* ' 

,‘Vt '.osrt p- >' fc’tfKS 

" Z <-• ' ■ 

V . ; 




i e •• it' 13 4 - - ■ i ■ v 


''C 


Ui ' , - i 

Memorandum i j 


) • J 4 


i 


zu 


l.MOJil't 
'i; h •' 


t -*•' 

o -it< 

j X *»*J 


,a»\ 


Lovely weather, so much unlike Christmas time 
and somehow dispensing the thought that while I have 
iready received the grandest Christmas gift possible, 
on the pother hand, ha tie not as pet achieved anything 
I want in the field 1 of holiday souvenirs on-behalf 
of others . \\ \ - n 

' .9"!. \ • SC ' '■ X 

It is strange how the news out of Washington tonight 
h a d such a disquieting effect upon me a though there was 
nothing much different a bout it from the usual pattern. 

I gues3 it was the report from the White House that 
got mp out of joint for somehow and for the first time, 

I felt genuine misgivings as to how things might be going 
in that quarter. The days calendar from that quarter 
mentipnea thp President’s-rectum from Gettysburg, work 
in his office 0 attendance at a Cabinet meeting, a conference 
with the Secretary of State, --Ofll in a single day within 
week of his stroke , K and then the addep news that the 
,t president had gone out on the White House lawn $o practice 
./hitting golf balls. Up until fh}8 evening, his-enthusiasm for 
golf has struck me more or less, as an unbridled passion 
but tonight's report suggested a manifestation of childishness. 

5 cannot believe that any physician wopld recommend that 
^, within a week from, the time a, patient lias had a stroke, he 

would recommend that his patient should not only travel, confer, 
transact business and then top it off with practicing golf shots. 
Under existing c ircumstances, i t almost jappears that golf 
has metamorphosed from an enthusiasm into a mania, demonstrating 
a lack of judgement and good sense that, we hope, may no t manifest 
itself in routine duties as demanded by thePresidential 
office. From where I sit, it appears to me that we are 


headina into, if we haven't already arrived, a 
Time President" which, to my way of thinking is 


period of part 




especially bad in matters pertaining to international affairs. 
Whether Mr. Hiseuhower goes to Paris or not, I assume that 
it will pe the job of Mr. Hid on. to do most of the negotiating, 
a nd 3urely there can be but 3cant satisfaction on the part 

i DaviiciDanis in the conference.when they haoeto deal with 
Ice^ffesiiSent ana never be sure if agreements thus made 
>e subscribed to on the one hand, or even more disconcerting, 
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Tuesday, December 3rd, 1957 


ever have much chance of being carried out witn proper 
determination by the President. Perhaps tod a y s 
qolfing was simply somebody s notion to re-assure the public 
that the President's vigor has been fully restored but 
far from convincing me, this exhibition seeme to demonstrate 
quite clearly that, at best, the President is ill advised, 
nd at worst, he isn t demonstrating much common sense. 

j intended to -remark yesterday that on Saturday night I 
noted one or two words of translation in the Proust 
opus that I had not noticed on previous readings, which struck me 
a s more English, perhaps, th^i American, which vs just, since 
Scott-Monceifff was English, but I am not sure that 
words employed were actually English in-manner of speaking either 
I forget all but one of the several I chanced across in the case 
of an unexpected word, when referring to someone, having lost 
his mind, might be, expected to be put in a "straight coat . 

I should h a ve thought the word would h a ve been straight jacket . 
I was utterly lost a t an explanation of Chantepie, the 
forest where the Marquis de Cambremer hunted. I know not 
if\ the explanation of the meaning of Chantepie would mean 
n nything to an Englishman but it mean nothing to me 3ince 
it was explained that, as \oas obvious, it was a combination 
Of two words, "Ch a nte" and "pie", or,, as the text reads, 

"the singing pieHorn) that would strike the ears of an 
Englishman, I don t know but,,h a d I been translating 
it, it would seem-to me most natural to rendered it as 
"the sijiging magpy", if that is* the way that bird s name is 
spelled in English, for surely "m.gpy" is well enough known 


Memroandum : 

V. , ,Ui 

1 cloudy all day but sort of 60 -ish, making it 
pleasant enough for me to spend most of my day cutting down 
frozen 3talks t o/ cannas and butterfly lilies. 

. ;< . J 1 ■ °i ■ 1 

From the general weather report, I gather that a 
band of snow is heading toward Lyme. T hold the thought 
that it may get lo3 before re a ohing there, or, that 
if it doesn't get lost, it may nevertheless lose much 
of it volume before getting read to shake it over 
the city for i feel certain that little Miss Lee 
could be justy a 3 -happywithout mountains f ice standing 
around, on every corner, growing more unpleasant in 
appearance every hour it remains, what with the smoke, 
dirst and debris of a city, constant in its ac cummula ti on, 
adds nothing to fhe attractive nature of urban snow banks. 

v. Local talk in spro,ting fields at this bend of the 
river centers on the deer over behind Montrose. 

\ t. - ‘ ‘ v \ i *A v • • •) 11 t u 

i Ufvtchitoches doctor, — Cook, shot two 
bucks Sunday or Monday and got fined a hundred dollars since 
only one deer, a buck, is allowed a hunter in a single 
day. The doe and the faun are, of course, under perpetual 
protection and t(ie fine would be he a vy for a yone a* tempting 
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waL kin distance of the preserve all year long, it 
seems wonderfully stupid on their part, if they simply had 
to kill doe and favn, to select atime when all 
the sportmen in the State are concentrating on 
this area and Federal game wardens are thicker than 
theives to supervise the kill. Naturally, nobody 
in his right mind would try to fathom the hill billy 
mental operations but j n considering the doings in 
Little u ock on a racial level, and considering the 
gaming methods o the present insance, it is easy 
enough to see that ordinary mental processes are 
not involved and one cannot help wondering if, indeed, 
a ything can be done to help make such characters 
"see the light". 

Our hill billy governor had something to say today which 
in spite of his hill-billy-ism, did bring up a point 
on the current xresidential situation. At a p ese conference, 
he is reported as saying that a while back he had had 
a heart attack and that the doctors at that time admonished 
him to rest and accordingly, he was surprised to 
learn that apparantly the President's doctors, instead 
of recommending rest, were suggesting golf. The Go ernor 
added that he hopes the President gets well, regardless of the 
treatment, for he, the Governor, admires the President 
but doesn^t HJie .the Vice President. 

I can understand that since I don't care 
for Ur. Nixon either but, since everybody else is 
sounding off on the subject, I might as well speak my 
piece on that matter. I think the country has been drifting 
dnagerously or quite a hilw. Right along the 
Government must have been supplied with information regarding 
Russian advances in arms and yet those intitled to this 
information habe done nothing to bring up the American 
position o one of equal ity with the Russians. 

I think the President has t inclined to let the big shots 
surrounding him carry on, with the result that everybody 
has been grinding his own axe while the welfare of the nation 
has suffered. I now feel the President cannot 
possibly exert a s much influence as formerly which, heaven knows 
wasn t sufficient for the national welfare for , lol these 
'm^ny^months, and so I must c nclude that it would be 
better to have Nixon take over, much as l dislike him, so 
that there would at least be somebody in control, on 
the theory that a ship b a dly directed, is better than 
one that is left to drift by itself . 
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Wednesday, December 4th, 1957. 


Memorandum • 

Here goes a second little chat with you f or ,thi3 evening. 

This may come as a mild surprise since you aren t conscious 
of the first one. But that comes a bout from the fact that 
the machine must have kiced up just as I began chatting 
at you but I didn't notice it until I was three quarters 
.through the other side of the page. But as I f didn t have 
a nything of interest to relate anyway , I didn t mind at 
a ll when I discovered my program wasn t coming through 
a nd so we shall have another go at things again. 

I was sorry to learn from the E. Rbscoe broadcast 
this evening that Lyme got 4 inches of snow today and was 
possibly heading in for some more. He didn t say anything 
, . a bout the temperature but I shall be the happier 

for little Hiss Lee's sake . if it may suddenly turn warm 
a iid rain, therebye washing awg the Stuff before it 
gets converted into ice to cake up the landscape 
with the unpleasant, soiled appearance that urban snow 
always a ssumes as soon as it settles. 

. It froze a little here last night and in spite 
of brillidnt sunshine all day t it is going to freeze again, 
the weather bureau announces. Unaer the w a xing moon, 
the sun dial stands out so boldly tonight against 
the dark green b a ck drop of the bamboo hedge. The 
a rtist just called me to remark upon the beauty of the 
heavens and to report that she had jU3 t seen a red plastic 
ballon going over. With all the talk about the 
satelite on the radio, she and many an other must either 
t be im gining things pr else the coincidence of the 

■launching of that much talked of thing in Florida, — which, 
the last I head, has not been fired, must have impelled everyone 
to imagine at ything sighted in the sky as being what the radio 
has been talking a bout all day. I asked the artist in which 
direction the thing was traveling and she it was heading 
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toward Montgomery, i otiich means East. I shouldn t be 
surprised if we are about to break out in ai ottier 
rash not unlike the periodic flying saucers that 
continue popping up around the country after a ll these years. 


This year's Fire Works Program came to hand today and 
I shall put it in the mail with this letter, but separately. 

I think it is just a bout like last years and of not interest 
to those of us who have seen former ones. Carmen tells me 
that although her friend, Charles Cunningham, printed it, 

3 he must say that his handiwork shows lots of errors but 
a s I shall not read it, these will not bother me. 

Christmas cards are beginning to <p pear in the 
mail as a sort of substitue for other mail which usually 
tends to taper off from about now until the end of the 
!lew Tear'8 holiday And, of course, there are the usual 
ones without return addresses which will never get acknowledged 
a nd plenty of greetings from people I don't ever remember 
h a ving heard of. One such canje today from a Urs. A. H. o a cob 
of Oak Park , Illinois. I don t ever rembber such 
lady and I'm sure I never heard of n ny place called 
dak PAttkreference to what I had to say about Mr. Mixon 
taking over in yesterday's memo, I was a mused to 
hear E. Roscoe voice the same notion tonight and 
to hear that sometime today t Senator Morse, famous 
for his dislike of Mixon, voiced the same thing. But 
getting the though $ into the President 1 s mind may well 
be something else again. 

.. .. , !f.)’ 

. I guess I have had more telephone c a lls regarding * 
The"hite Throated Sp arrow that appeared in last Friday s 
Enterprise than any column thus far. It's interest- 
ing thus to take soundings as to what the public 
wants to read. I suppose t he one 

scheduled for December 80th ~~the Second Christmas,- 
t will bring forth more brickbats than bouquets, —if 
ny but my guess is that 0 n December 80th, everybody 
will h a ve plenty of things to do other than reading 
newspaper column and so the thing may slide bye without 
a ripple. ■* 

But now I must turn to my Christmas toy and do 
dab of transcribing before folding up. I 
close with the thought that Lyme's may not be a 
white Christmas . 


Thursday, December 5th, 1957. 


-- 




r 






. 5)0 


Memorandum : 

The wife of the Parish physidan passing this aaj/, 

Lyme has already contributed in just one single week. 

*»d how truthfully she was' taking the words right out 
of my mouth. t : c , 

'A no e from "ames containing some Mew cleans addresses 

T asked for, mentions that Cousin Carolyn, when 

seen the f other day by his wife, mentioned she was getting 

up to Alexandria today to s ee about some ^ 

SSSfSS-Ssi.- 

Our fine weather continues with apromtseof rain 
plrfu a r»r t , cm S.turizy. 




I haven t heard a n U one 
the busy week end they have 
several of them remark upon 


in town complaining about 
impending. But I have heard 
the number of over-night 

■i r.£v' ir~ 


1 
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Friday, December 6th, 1957, 


gue ts they areexpecting. Carmen, for instance, is 
expecting 0, —from Baton Rouge, St, Martinsville 
and Shreveport, If I lived in town, I would not find that 
my idea of a wonderful week end would be 6 house guests but 
Carmen seems to relish the prospect. 

• 

Reverting to my Christmas gift, ± must say that it is 
affording me so much assistance and pleasure that the reading 
machine ought to thank the wire recorder for the vacation 
the reading machine is getting. I had but a couple 
of pages to read before finishing the Proust item 
but, thanks to the activities with my new toy, I seem to 
reach folding up time with the Proust pages- still 
untouched. A couple of weeks back, in accordance with 
my annual inclination, I wrote the NewOrleans 
Public Library, suggesting that a flock of books be sent 
me forthwith, submitting a list, in order- that might 
/i,ue a goodly tock on hand for x.he holidays and, more 
important, that by sending the books in November, the burden 
of the Christmas mail would be lightened,<■ making things easier 
for the postal people and at the same time, releiving the 
librarians of having to bother with cust mers' orders 
when, like every ody else, librarians are also 
prob a bly busy as bees. But my request got me no where and so 
I guess 1 shall have the pleasure of re-reading little 
Uarce'l over again if ever fihisrttisd, and if I can 
tear myse f away from my neuf toy to turn in the 
_jlirection of the reading machine. 

In his letter, •'ames mentioned the column about 
the White Thorated Sparrow, saying he found it among the 
better pieces he had seen. As fo my self, I was altogether 
enchanted late this evening, along a bout first dark, when 
tidying up some odds and ends in that little hot house by the 
side gate, I had a visitor, —a White *horat, which had 
flown in ihe o t >en door then, when ready to depart, had 

become confused by dL 1 the transparent window panes and 
was having difficulty in finding his w a y out. It had been 
so‘many years since had seen one that I was naturally delighted 
to contact one in such close proximity and to be ble to 
give him a hand in finding the exit. 

And so the and of. the week approaches and Asuppose it may well 




snow- 


Memorandum: ' <■ 

., .. \\ 3 i: i o 6 i... . . «• x ".? ■ lie-;' c« 

Like everybody else on thi3 side of the Iron Curtin, I 
realise, of course, that today's fissle at the Florida 
launching was no laughing matter but every time 1 think of it, 

I find myself laughing in my"beard. If you"heard E. Roscoe tonight 
in this Thought for the Bay, you probably agreed hi3 quotation 
from New York's one time Mayor, the ^ittle Flower, was 
wonderfully opportune for today's fiasco* —"When I 
make a mistakeI make a bute". 

J lie- 2' . Z ■ 

Unquestionably, it is business men and not politicians 
who are ruuning the country, even-aq in the days of Herbert Hoover, 
and, in my opinion. Governmental operations, by and large, are 
handled more skillfully and more successfully by politicians 
than by business men. 

. ■ ho ." ’ . mi..- •> e li: . i 

What Linden Johnson had to say.regarding the fiasco in Florida, 

.as relating to its world, wide psychological effet was to the 
point s "It was the best publicised and most humiliating 
defeat we have suffered". K ' 

I hope that Mr. Stevenson may be nominated by the Democrats 
in 19 60. I860 is-st{ll too far away for anyone to guess about 
correctly but surely as of now, it would seem to be a pretty good guess 
that a democratic nominee might well be successful on the next go-round • 

I got a second laugh tonight, —and this .one at myself. 

I had dictacted a somewhat involved article this morning 
and tonight played it back, laboring mightily-with the 
transcription to get it as near perfect as I could. It 
was such a comfort when I had tapped the last period 
just to realise that the job had finally been accomplished. Imagine, 
nif you can, how ridiculous I felt when, on arranging the several 
Pages in order, I discovered that the typewriter had not been tracking 
■ ,a»y of thextime, making it douhly ridiculous^.to be trying 
to put in proper sequence six pages that were dll blank. 

0,. s i * J- . C . ' 'Jl 3C .£ SOI • ' *•' 

It remained cloudy all day and the forecast is for thunder showers 
tonight, "clearing late tomorrow". I am wondering if skies will 

bo* >■ *t '«««.•. i- tutr sooio o oJ e$»j*oo i. e bn* 

. .ci * ill .Hi. ■ &-•. . " ■ i m ^oi Mis i no 

' ^n ! i■■ iv. Hi • eshiubo* 


■ 
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UA 'it .. 


Still be letting tdowy rain when the hour for the fire¬ 
works arrives. 

(Barmen, that unfailing source of news, telephoned me 
this afternoon. She said she had something secret tq impart, to 
wit, that her neighbor, Robert Rue, mother of Paynie s widow, 

Frances, had telephoned her mother from Baton Rouge this morning, 
to tell her mother she was coming to Natchitoches for the week end 
n_nd asking her mother if she could acc ompany her b„ck to Baton Rouge 
on 'Sunday "to help her with' her clothes", The quoted phrases were 
stressed but nothing more divulged and so the mother assumes 
that Frances is planning to re-marry. 

Having put a period at,the end of the last paragraph, 

I picked up the-telephone In response to a ring,-It: was 
Kay calling from New Orleans. Like -Carmen, she is always 
a source of news and what she had to tell me was that Aunt Willie 
wanted to talk with me but that she wanted to say Howdy first. 

She said James was out, --which was no surprise. She sf id 
f, S, W. had cqme to luncheon and that tonight I, S* W, and 
Carolyn are driving to Natchitoches which ^certainly was news, 

Tt.en she put Aunt Willie on the ’phone and that lady tal ked 
for about half an hour. We had an excellent connection and her 
voice, like that of Kay’s, was as full of vitality as ever. She had 
much to relate about the luncheons and dinners 9he had been 
a ttending, interviews with the press, photographers and so on. °he 
aaid the Picayune representative learned that Aunt Willie had been 
in Cairo during the past year or so and proceeded to spend the next 
hour telling her about her adventures, —the press.representative s 
experiences, that is, in Egypt. +unt Willie said she would 
be curious to see what, if anything, the article has to say 
a bout the person being interviewed. I asked her if the 
photographer, for his-part, didn't follow suit and take 
n picture of himself instead of her which really nought to make a 
perfect combination for the preqs to demonstrate 
something new by way of the sooiety page. 

blit ‘>0, ''...l -t'- • -A 1 :•!>»»« •>"' V- O !> *’ 

l ashed if Irma, and Parley pi&nned to get over to The Bluff for 
Christmas but,she sqid Farley is so busy working on the book 
that he doesn t want to get aipay. She said ,he had completed all the 
part and was Just ready to head into the Nathoitoches part, —the 
Mar.ie Therese e.tory. It seems to me 1 had heard ttait theAfrican 
p a rt had been well sewed up a couple of years back so 1 take it, al¬ 
though I might be wrong, that Farley is still using Marie 
Therese as a "conversation piece. i 

And so Friday comes to a close and I haven t reported 
on Senator Ellender being in Natchitoches today and his glowing 
accounts of progress in Siberia but I'll take that up 


... :o 


nj hi: a . 


I! 4 V. 


n-.bu n 


ay i v i. 

. > A i i . . 

! ■ 4 1(0 

jOiA/use 9‘VA iso 

'"o- i::\ 


Sunday, December 8th, 1957, 


i '.y s»v.v ft \j4 
tan w. b . o i at 
a ■Do t A ii o o 
•nt • -Ad Jr* 


Memorandum, i 


Such a pleasant week end, both as to weather and doings, and 
I'm holding the thought it may have been equally so in Lyme. 

• ') ... 

By dint of good luck, I found a good excuse for not going 
to town in the afternoon, as Celeste wanted me to, with a. view to 
seeing a parade, for some friends of friends of hers wanted to pass 
this way which made just the excuse I wanted. Before her friends 
left, Blythe and, Joan Frants, an old girl friend of hers, appeared. 
Blythe had brought a cake for the house across the fence and 
some brown bread sandwiches with cheese filler for me and 
la Frants brought me a beautiful suit and a pair of hip 
boots that had belonged to her late hpsband. The suit fits 
perfectly and so do the boots but in view of alf the clothes 
never put on that 1 am possessed of, I shall have to be¬ 
stir myself to-find somebody else they will fit. 
t ir ' 4a ;i • < an • a •• . A i: •» J • 

Mr. Beckerman telephoned in mid afternoon .to say 
that quite a number of people from about the State, were 
be ginning to appear at the reception given for the radio 
W' n nd newspaper people at the Aiks club and so many were asking for 
me. ' The reception was scheduled to he held from 5 to 6. 
t And so I journeyed, in to town with the clerk, who put me 
#ut at the club, at five minutes of 6. This gave me an 
opportunity to meet everybody and at the same time, never get 
n chance to raise a morsel of, food from the bountiful plate 
somebody hud prepared for pie at the buffet.. 

. . a. ' ■ a s •*•■■■, a • 

Irma and Carolyn had called, from, Irm as house in 
the mooting about 11. They had re a ohed town 
bout 1 0:30, driving through rain, and cold but were 
delighted at the prospect of a sunny day ahead, Carolyn 
asked if I had received a letter from her. I had not. 

It came later in the mornjng. She mentioned that in it 
she had said she would get up this way about the 15th of 
the month, and on the ’phone, asked if I would get in and 
I said I probably wouldn't but that 1 would see her on the 
15th. She had come up in Irma's car and Ola Nay *ord 
of Shreveport was coming to the fireworks and they, would go 
on to Shreu} port after the doings. . . 

'And so about the 80th and Hist persons I met at 


..... 


t9t4 a l 
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the Club were Carolyn and Irma, Ola May arrived about 
6:45 and Carolyn got her cameras rigged up on the gallery 
of the Club overlooking the river below, —the second story gallery, 
id»d the fireworks began at 7 and I beli ve she got some good ones. 

By 8 the fireworks were finished. The lights of Front 
Street had never been turned on and a big old lop-sided 
moon kept a constant shimmer on the surface of the river when 
not blotted out by the beautiful rockets. And when the 
lr,st bang of a cannonade of rockets ai d bombs had exploded, with 
one w n ve of the hand, all the magnificiently colored set-pieces 
on thef ar bank of the river, plus all the miles of subdued 
elec ric bulbs strung for miles back and forth from one end of the 
esplanade to the other went on with a blase of light 
that was marvelous, 

ou'-.'-x* -•< \ .’4 t '•> vi .riui 

t Then we walked down front street for a couple of blocks 
to the hotel where J. H, and Celeste,were entertaining 
on the second floor. From this vantage point, 1 imagine 
Carolyn got some splend, still shots, the others^ having been movies, 
pat and Juanita were among those present, Mayor Keys and wife and 
a flock of town friends and people from Shreveport, Alexandria, 
Dallas, Houston- and so on. The drinks and the sandwiches were good, 
and, naturally, having tasted nothing at the Club, I relished 
them, a 04 M * ■•sr. P.a 

' ■ ■ ■ ~ t . . 

. Back at the Club in retrospect, i should mention 
that lohn and thelma Kyser came to speak with me, saying 
thy had been delegated by some civic group to bestow a Christmas 
gift upon me and would be coming down to do so this week. 

Somebody had sent me a fine wild duck and Thelma said shewas 
having it cooked for me and would bring it also, I could 
live if I never tasted any more wild duck but I'll bet I can 
find some people who will love it. Also at the club, I 
had been approached by Ethel Holiman, of all people, 
o:v . •- - V»ii. bon ■ tr.iv «*•'»'.: an ..ono • 

Back at the hotel, the party continued for a while and 
as people, began departing, Carolyn and Ola May headed out 
for Shreveport and Dee Rertsog drove Celeste ,J, H, and me 
home, I was perfectly enchanted at the aspect, of the ga dens 
under the moon which had noth reached the zenith, for as 
I approached Yucca, I noticed two white statues a op the 
gate posts, —Mai'Son and Blanche awaiting my coming and thier 
. supper, -they looked so snowy and lovely on heir perches, 
with the big old sugar pot, the dark magnolia in the immedia e 
foreground and Yucca, a gray color in the moonlight and the 
"light blue of the sky■> beyond,' o > t 

303 h:. . v * t ,.,\i J' n: , 4 i. ..vioo<\ ■ L > .\o l 

Today was quiet and I worked all day at my machine. 

The nephews of Celeste were here for dinner and then returned to 

made through" the top level at Baton Rouge but appa raivbly 
it was made in Mew rleans, as the letter suggests . 


Monday, December 9th, 1957 


Memorandum : 


j Cold and sunny today with the promise for another freeze 
tonight, a warmer tomorrow and then another d a b of cold, 

tlaturally I hade. .thMight mucL <t ho.ut the. .situati on in 
the metropolitan area .today, what with tfie transportati on 
strike prob a hly. gumming things up unpleasantly, I 
m hopjng \ ose traveling in f.r.om. Lyme may not have been 
3oo inconvenienced by the .wild. c a t business, 

•> ' . . •' 

The other day I intended mentioning reports coming 
.tp. hand of Senator Ellender's appearance before the Rotary Club 
in town, —on Thursday or Friday, I believe it was. Everyone 
with whom I had talked who attended the dinner expressed 
vast interest in what the Senator had to say for it seems 
he was mightily impressed by what he had to see in Siberia and 
he got ,,0 impression in his travels that the Secretary of 
State was right in going on the assumption, .that Russia 
wap ahout to collapse, 'l‘he Senator reported tremendous 
developements in so many different lines, a grioulture, 
engineering, m a nuf%ctuvng, etc,, and .thwse with whom I 
talked who were a m ' on 9 hia listeners got the impression 
that the Senatpr felt t(ie people themsel vee- were making 
so notice nble. ptrides, in contrast to their former status, 
that they were mighty pleased with the way things were ( 
going in their native land. It w a s felt by the Senator's 
audience that the Senator, himself, felt that we had 
better stop preening our own feathers n bout our superiority 
a nd get busy to. see if we have any chance of making any 
3uch comparative progress in our own country, 

1. i, w'.o v kt\ ■ ■ eon ft’yob./; 

As. those who know the Senator express it, the Senator 
if first and foremost a politician and few of his intimates 
would conded that he might be a stateman . But since 
one bus \less of a good politician is tOthelp clear 
the way for his constituants, it would appear that 
Ellender must feel that sooner or later the country itself 
will have to recognize Russian progress and. therefore he is a little 
out in front of many of his associates in thinking he sees a new loot 
in the America notion of the Soviet before long and so is 
already kicking out the, shall I say, red carpet. 
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Tuesday, December 10th, 1957 


I was mildly taken aback last night at something 
coming over the wire when I went to make a telephone 
and, before dialing, as a matter of courtesy, picked up 
the receiver to be sure 1 was about to do the dialing 
on a conversation. The first word I heard so pus sled me that 
instead of hanging up pvomptly, I held on for a few 
moments. The voice speaking was that of a neighbor, — 
o neighbor with an aTtistic twist, if I may so. The voice 
was sayings 1 

"...Yeah . Ur, F .. he say if he wants to 

cut at you, it'd be alrjght". picture my 
astojii3hment and curiosity), "Yeah,,,you must ( 

have seed him . not Ur. F,, * means, but, —what s 

that thjsy calls him,,,,,.Dr, Brere or somethin like that,,,, 
blacker than I is and Ur. F, say he's one of the best 


Uemorandum : 


a DO Uu urn** * w^—-- 

Naturally, I should like to hope it is supplying an 
excellent excuse for much less travel but, on the other 
hand, I am fearful that it may be adding to 
hours and exhaustion, already over-taxing. I 
shall breathe -.the easier whpn I know something like 
normalcy has been restored. 

Just how follish I can be was dem nstrated today 
when I succeeded in knocking myself over the head 
with a tremendous clop when I opened an over-sised 
chest of heavy.wood a nd when half inside the thing, 
letting the top crash, down on my bean, nearly 
knocking me out. A little Stunned, I t ought 
the matter over a little and then decided to get into 
the contraption again and proceeded to almost knock myself 
out a second time, f almost felt sorry for my head 
on the first go round but could only feel like kicking 
myself abound the block for being so stupid as to repeat 
the performance in a matter of minutes, 
p. L b i • i toq t \ i .i. •oLq < . '*•*> 

I had to move the tape recorder today and in so 
doing, succeeded in letting both reels slip off 
their pegs and ribbon and all rolled on to the 
floor, I was vastly distressed about the situation 
f,ut before I had time to do anything much about 
it,ithe artist's granddaughter put in an appearance 
and this 11 year old child and I got the thing 
b a ck into proper order and it is working perfectly. 

The marvelous simplicty of the ribbon arrangement 
delights me, of course, and while T am still unable 
to get anywhere on my-\own steam in qhanging 
n typewriter ribbon, I am t as pleased as Punch 
that I aan operate the Christmas gift with such verve. 
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. A warm sun today impelled me to disvest myself of 

my jacket before 9 o'clock and the sun brought the 
thermometer up into the 70 rax ge by mid afternooon as 
the radio reported that by 10 this morning a cold 
front, heading t is way, had passed ouer Froth Worth at 
a 40 mile clip and would engulf us tonight with 
a 26 low and that tomorrow the sun wouldn't get an ( 
opposition from the clouds but the thermometer wouldn t 
get above the lower 30's all day: 

■> j J w us surprised to learn from Ur. Beckerman today that 
there is aprobability. that the Natchitoches Chamber of 
Commerce may suspend its functions by the end of the month. 
vlt is said the secretary hasn t been paid his November 
salary because too many members of theBoard are 
opposed to efforts being made to attract Industry 
to this area. It's a curious paradox that 
business people, especially inmerchandising, should oppose 
a ny attempt to attract manufacturing o processing 
concerns that would bring fat pay-rolls into the 
region. It's really wonderful how stupidly conservative 
some people can be, 

'■ •i . .; L.a:,S''.o 1 «.*. ji w 

t Rosalind telephoned me last night to ask if I got up 

to see the fire works. She a aid Jimmy's cousin, a 
Dr. jtswell of Lafayette or some such place, had asked her to 
have the corner room on the third floor at the hotel 
reserved for-,his party-and that she had been there for 
the festivities. This, of course, means that the Aswells 
were right over the heads of the Melrose 1;o 
contingent on the 2nd floor corner. Rosalind seemed 
to be in gay spirits, did a lot of talking about Somerset Uaughi 
and volonteered nothing a bout politics I shall be 
the happier if- the Kysers, when making their Christmas 
rounds this year ,■will have sense enough to leave 
Rosalind out- of the picture for telephone contact 
is so much more satisfactory with that unpredictable lady. 

I wrote Carolyn, suggesting she incerporate 
, in her color movie film some individual shots of the 
. -set pieces reflected on the waters of Cane u iver and 

let me make arrangements to have the lights turned 
out at some precise moment at the end of the evening's 
session, so that, by reversing the finished film, it may 
be made to appear, as wa,s really the case at the turning 
on of the lights, that one minute, the whole town was 
dark, and the next, a vast burst of light. The 
reversing of the film carrying the set pieces,, following 
the rocket pictures, oujht to be suite effective, I 
believe. And now I must knock off some mail and 


Wednesday, December 11th, 1957. 




Memorandum : 

It was 26 this moniing and there was ice 
in the duck section but I suppose it will be a 
little colder tonight. The main parcel of cold air 
didnt arrive until a little before dawn so that 
the rising sun, in a cloudless sky, enabled things 
to warm slightly before the frost had taken hold for 
too long a stretch. But even so, the thermometer 
never did get above the 30 's all day, and tonight, 
being clear, will condition water pipes for a fine burst 
of activity on the morrow, I suppose, when it 
'is said the thermomet will rise sharply. 

»U ■ . 

I have found myself thinking so constantly of 
Lyme today, wondering how temperatures and traffic are 
doing, if any, and especially how little Miss Lee is 
faring. I hold the thought . 

.• c, ••"4 icq TTO 8* i •: « IS4 • 0 V, 

. >. 7 -jKl • *■ 

I think I may not have mentioned th ft on 
Monday night a t supper had a splendid, example of how 
people do not read too oarsfujly and how, as I had hoped, 
the word, "contrived" might readily be glimpsed as 
"Copyrighted". %he disagreeable fellow was here and, 
although he hadn't bothered to speak in some weeks, he did 
quite unexpec ed'ly turn to me to say that he noticed 
I was copyrighting all the articles in the paper and wondered 
how much it cyst to h a ve things copyrighted. I told 
him it cost six dollars an article but it was worth while 
to do so if one contemplated incorporating such printed 
matieral in a book at some later time. Nothing more was 
said but it was obvious he was puzzled and thought such 
n expenditure scarcely justified. The majority of 
people reading the column wouldn't notice if it carried 
a copyright sign or not but ^ fyidjt Jnteresting that 
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Thursday , December lStlt, 19b? 


one who was curious enough to note tne manner srtouia 
have read the word incorrectly, after taking the 
trouble to check. 

Everything seems delightful across the fence. The 
lady had an hour in the hospital yesterday morning, a 
Shreveport doctqr coming to town did something to her 
eye but it wasn t much, something on the lid, 1 guess, 
for that was followed by a session at the beauty salon 
and a frolic last night.at the Country Club. I 
didn't pay much attention to details of that doings 
although there was quite a lot^of talk ab ut Madam Beaufort 
who is getting very large 04 the hips, who appeared in 
a red lace gown that several people subsequently 
h n ve opined that it had made her look no smaller 
in the hip section. Beth has such a genius for making 
everybody resentful that it appears but natural everyone 


Memorandum : 1U ' 1 

^ i 1 ’ " 

How nice to find a. surprise in today a post. 
oJ so «>• r.'} ' . •••• •vo.\.q 1 *'•' ■■ ■ '' • v e 

8' There was secretarial assistance of quaity 
between 10 and 11, covering several unimportant 
pieces .coming to hand during the past 8 or 3 days 
and acme earlier articles 1 had written, --jond 
all of this went on the tape recorder^ which will 
allow me to do so mahy things on this machine without 
wracking my memory when I get a round to f them. The 
letter from Lyme and from Oa Word didn t arrive 
until after dinner for although the local delivery didn t 
seem out of the ordinary in volume, the postman must 
have had Christmas cards to contend with or else he had 
car trouble for he usually arriv$3 before noon. 

t .0 VAT v ■ *■ ' 

It was such a pleasant surprise to hear houf things 
were turning in Lyme and .naturally I rejoiced that demands 
in the direction .of the city.of brotherly love provided 
such a splendid opportunity for a little chat, every 
word of which I relished, together with the clippings, 
the longer one of which I did not quite finishr before 
the supper bell sounded so 1 shdL 1 have that pleasure 
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Friday, December 13th, 1957 


news I found so delightful and the act so characteristic 
of little Miss Lee, I reckon I shell one day venture to 
see the newly weds in their home. They live at 
41 6 Stevens Avenue, Natchitoches . I was under the 
impression I had sent you the announcement of their marriage. 

A new real estate deve'lopement down this way, on the south 
edges^rf~^owrT~tn an acreage called Pecane Park, a couple 
of (so- called /"perfect homes" were constructed as a sort 
of)send-off for the project on the thoery that the presence 
oftsome housed on the plot would entice people to purchase 
lots and, seoncdly, x suppose, that the purchasers of 
lots, might emply the 3ame architects to construct their 
home,s and . the same decorators to furnish them. j$e that 
as iV may-, -Mayor Keys and his wife bought one of these 
"perfect homes", and that g<fve Pat and Juanita 
aif opportunity to buy the Mayor's home in East Natchitoches. 

* I haije never under stood'.the Mayor's domestic set-up. 

The Mayor s father g a ve him aw oil well or two a few 
years b a ck which would seem to> fix his income securely 
enough aid yet his wife has for years been secretary 
to the School Baord, and perhaps because they both had outside 
interests, they never entertained much at home, so far as T 
know, although they gave huge parties at their fine camp 
two or three miles below St. Augustin's Ghuroh on the some 
side of the river os St. Augustin's. I have 
never seen their former home in Natchitoches and am only 
t vaguely conscious of its general location. 

-j ■. v *4 Mi , i A0-» >•<:• •> • M - «.»• 1 

Your mention of the necessity of getting cards off 
to friends beyond the se a s, criously enough, settles in my 
mind, after ^2 1 these years, whome the wife of the 
clerk reminds me, —our friend of former days now living 
beyond the blue. Both have about the same physical appearance 
and there is a kindness about both that seems almost 
iaentical although the local opposite, number is much 
more relaxed.• 

• wo.ifr <.u bt 'jt-.j ’ A 

I continue hearing radio reports a bout temperatures 
and uncertain traffic conditions in Lyme, and the 
thermometer doiyi this way seems ^ out like that of Lyme. 

Ice was 3 inches thick in thebig sugar pots this morning 
i' but the cold is moderating tonight and I hope it may be the same 
where littie Miss ee finds herself. But today's letter 
from Lyme added to today's sunshine and my day in consequence 
has been such a happy one . 


Memorandum : 

t ■ 

I hadn t thought about today being Friday, the 13 
until 1 jotted down the above date line. It 
seems to have been a lucky day, weather wise, in these 
parts, all sunny and sufficiently warm so that I was 
glad to divest myself of a jacket before 10- 
o'clock this morning, i 


Everything seems lovely across the fence and 
the declaration of a few months ago that there 
would-.be no Christmas tree this year seems to have been 
forgotten and when FatherWroble came in for a d n b of 
coffee this morningj he was asked when he was going 
to lend a hand K in rigging up this year's tree. 

. ■ 

At supper tonight, J. H. mentioned that he had 
noticed a flock of cars at Bea fort this afternoon 
qnd remarked that he supposed Celeste was •■among those present 
She had mentioned to me this morning that-.Beth was 
throwing a party for the Garden Club this afternoon and 
that she was especially anxious to go, as Beth had told 
her she was going to stress in her floral decorations 
the wonderful t\ew artificial flowers she had recently 
purchased in NewOrleans for jihe occasion. It does seem 
a little odd, — K the President of the Garden Club 
throwing a party in order that all the enthusasitic 
flower growing jnenbers can be treated to 
a display of artificial flowers. 

-- - . 

Somehow .the whole thing reminded me of the cast iron 
call a lilies Ford Tarpley had made in Paris for R. H. Macy 
when., Ford was merchandising manager in Europe for 
the aforesaid department store. It is ture that Ford 
jumped from a window of some midtown hotel a little 
later but I never had thought of the cast iron 
calla lilies.as having had anything to do with 

that trade'gu. Let's home Madam Beaufort avoids 
high altitudes within the immediate future. 






T 
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I got a letter off to Alice x ok'las last night, 
asking her to cast a bopt and inquire among friends 
of litt'le Marcel if any of them could remember if 
little Marcel and Henry Adams ever got together and, if so, 
how they hit it off, I used to know Marcel s "Albertine" 
but I lost track of his other friends and perhaps 
Alice will be a ble to settle that point, I can t 
think why I am so anxious to know a bout this but 
so I seem to be. 

For the first time that I can recall $ the Enterprise 
failed to arrive in today's post. Perhaps the increase 
in postal packages got the paper delivery gummed up. 

Perhaps l shall be able to get your copy off to you 
tomorrow between the time the postman arrives and 
aeparts. There's nothing of any speciaL interest 
in the paper, so far as know, but I like to keep 
out-going things on schedule. 

u..ti 90»;V'. 3 ’ 0. : Lf • 3 

Hr, Beckerman telephoned me today to ask if I objected 
to him showing The ^econd^hristmaa article for next 
week's issue, the Both, to the Reverend Pierce of 
the Methodist Church for his redaction before publishing 
it, I, fortunately or unfortunately, do not know the 
Reverend Pierce who is said to be a very nice person, 

Mr, Beckerman said he liked the piece and would be happy if 

somebody would do it into a play When I wrote 

the piecq, my guess was that it might start the town 

a -talkin , especially in more conventional circles 

and so I 3hall welcome the reaction of a "divine" before 

the thing goes to press. If said "divine" objects, it will 

probably be prints anyway, and if he does like it, I shall 

be therebye provided with ammunition, especially to be 

aided at the Methodists, should they complain, I 

think it better that the clergyman, -unknown to me and in charge 

of a church with which have no affiliation, be offered 

_» opportunity to express an opinion. The 

fact of the matter i.s, no doubt, that everyone will be so 

busy with Christmas on the date of appearance, —the 20th, 

that nobody will get around to read it, 

I must inquire if Norman Fletcher who controls the local 
ra,‘cLio station is a Catholic, for which ever side in a 
c ontrovery the Protestants might take, perhaps I could 
engineer the Catholics to take the opposite and so 
get a denunciation and an approval started and thus 
asssit in circulation for the newspaper, And so 
the week end begins and what a busy one. i'll be it's 
going to be for little Miss Lee . 


.:cr 




Z-:'\ 


t ■ t 


r. 


...... A • 


e . * 


Sunday, December 15th, 1957, 


Memorandum: 


have traveled 


So often this week end my thoughts 
in the direction of Lyme as I found myself constantly 
wishing tha.t the weather there might be as pleasant 
as here.. It is true that it was cloudy 
misty ail Saturday but it remained warm 
been bubbling over with sunshine with the thermometer 

at 75, 


and 

and 


sometimes 
today has 


Usually I devoted Saturday night e xclusively to 
reading but last night I did n little dictating and 
was enchanted tp d.iscover that a break in the tape 
offered no terrors for me. Inadvertently I had thrown 
the reels into reverse when I intended merely stopping 
them and the tape snapped. But, thanks to the simplicity 
of the machine, I found that I could, fix the thing under 
my own steam which is more than I can preen..my feathers about 
in the case of the typewriter ribbon, t 

Joe put in an appearance about 4 o'clock, 1 first 
saw him with Pat under the big oak and was glad I had just 
read a letter from James, remarking that he had sent Pat and 
spouce a wedding gift, h a ving ordered same from a store to 
be sent direct and asking me to inquire if it had been 
received. Naturally I dislike making any one Jeel shame- 
faced a bout failure to acknowledge a gift, sent by 

and so ^ hit upon a happy series of lies which secured the desired 
information without seeming to be fishing. On greeting 
father and son, I exclaimed to the latter t(lat it was only 
at this moment that I recalled I ha 0 failed, to do something 
requested of me and that I apologized,and hoped it wasnt too 
l„te, racing on to say that a while back oames had written 
me, asking my opinion as to what I thought might most please 
the newly weds as a gift and would Pat,please give me an 
idea forthwith so I could, — a lbei.t be-latedly, forthwith, 

Pat said the joke was on me for they had already received a handsome 

plate and thus 1 was a {>le to write * ones last night that 

in riaaing up their new home,, there had apparently been some 

c o nfusion 9 as to Mich one of'the recipients would 

send acknowledgements to people known exclusively to the one 

or the other, as in James' case, known only to t he groom, 






1~ 

Un 
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a nd that I reckoned he and Kay would be hearing from one or the 
other or both shortly, 

Joe ai pears in fine physical condition and is just as 
kind to me as he can be, *>ut, as in the case of the Madam'3 
last three offspring, there is so obviously a mental disorder 
that I cannot help feeling sorry for all three as I would 
for a child with a broken arm. In the case of a child 
with a broken bone, however, one knows one can get it 3trai thened 
out and as good as new in the course of time but it is depressing 
that nothing will be done, if indeed it could, for the broken 
ninds of these three people who because they are grown and 
can exert power, can cause so much unhappiness, particularly 
for themselves . 

i: > " • »J . . ' ' • ■> 

Joe came over to see me this morning. He said he didn't 
know what he was going to do about Hat' s wife-. Imagine, I 
asked what seemed to be the problem. He said he didn't like 
it because Pat had married a Catholic al though he* had 
to admit everyone seemed to think •'uanita a fine girl. 

He asked me what thought he ought to do, I told him I 

thought he ought to thank God his son had been so lucky as 

to get such a fine girl; to keep in mind that religious 

cut no ice of difficulty between J, H. and Celeste and that 

it was no body.'8 business bu.t Pat's dnyway and that Joe would 

employ his time much better by finding something about his 

own life to worry n bopt instead of making himself up-set 

n bout Pat's marital arranagments which suited Pat and that 

after all, Pat was the only one concerned, His brother 

and sister, being more unbalanced, would have attempted murder, 

had l talked thus to them but Joe, being kindly disposed, 

and respecting my opinions, accepted my words without too much 

of a scuffle and while he may not let them serve as his mentor 

for the moment, he will do so enventually so that the 

mental poison each generates, will drip into some different channel. 

In James' letter, he had written a full-page of instructions 
a s to how to gain a maximum of use out of the machine, the same 
type of which he had been fmiliar at the University of 
Oklahoma but as 1 had only a third rate secretary to spell out 
the words, I an retaining the letter with a view to seeing 
what more, if any, 1- can learn to lend me a hand in operating 
a machine which, without further advice, already delights my soul, 

91 < - «* 

I h a d half expected Blythe to make a round this afternoon 
but she didn't, and I w a s glad for it g a ve me an opportunity 
to knoifk off a-coumn on New, ,ear's Eve for the December 27 
Enterprise, I think it wasn t very successful but sufficient 
to fill the space, and, withal, timely in subject. And 
thus a bus -busy week gets under way, especially for little Hiss Lee, 
and I hold the thought she may make it with flying colors . 

! • itcior. •• . ■ ■ •• •■‘'is t ' " 


Monday, December 16th, 2957, 


Memorai dum- 




Will you pardon me if I write but briefly at this 
sitting, I cut the end of my middle finger and 
makes punching this machine a-pain in the neck at 
the moment for in spite of the bandage, which is 
cumbersome enough amonst the keys, the thumping 
of the keys, instinctively hit my the midd e right hand 
finger seems to set the thing to oozing unpleasantly. 

But it will be all in shape again by tomorrow night and then 1 
shall have a longer go at things. For tne moment, however, 

I am restricting my operations in the writing and wrapping 
section to just this one little note and the other things can wait 

Our weat er is so fine, one needs no jacket a nd I'm 
hoping it may be more pleasant in ^yme, It goes 
without saying I was enchanted to learn tonight that 
the transportation business has been settled and thus 
will ehm nate one problemn or inco venienceor both 
in ^yme. 

I think things are 't go ng over w th a bang 
in Paris, S rely the president is incap a ble of p tting 
in tiie energy and enthusiasm the present condition requires 
of a President. "hat a lamentable situation and how much it 

is goi g to cost the free world. 

Must let this do for now b t will be b a ck a gain 
on the morrow and much more talkative . 


ove r2 
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P. <S. 


had I 


You may believe 
not seen it. 


this or not and 1 probably wouldn't 


Cousin “mmett Erwin's Christmas card this year has 

• . • iy a 1 

a legend on the b a ch of the envelope, reading• 

"Rembmer LittleRock". 



e .tj >>r. os 
A4 k'i 





. , r, , 0 Dll < 111 : 3 I l 

Tuesday, December 17th, 1957, 





Memorandum j V 

. Vj ■ . ■ ■" 11 ^ 

Memorandum is such ap easy word to write on this 
machine when the middle finger of the right hand 
isn't participat ng, 

Our fair, at least, warm weather continues 
and the clouds don't look very damp. The promise 
is for continued warm weather, 

ar v. ■ a.' v 

t -- J a m h a ving to exercise the greatest self 

control to prevent myself from .penning Cousin. J^mmet 
a seasonal greeting, conta in ng bu the fewest 
words, such as rn , ' 

, no ■>■■■■ - ' . a • 

"A Merry LittleRock a, . t 

US.' Sd'\ • 0, • DLtj :f j "U \ •' Jus 3 .'l-.'- 

and v 

•: J V.-. - . 8-5 i)r •. v avji.o V' • • ' •'> ■ '' 

A Sappy Mew Lear," 

Our guest Ungers on and <knows not his own 
plans for .visiting his wife, 1 believe. I ' 
was sorry to learn < his mother-in-law, such a frail 
little lady, had had a fall on Friday but was glad to 
learn that X-Ray pictures showed no broken bones, a ut 
I was quite unprepared for the reaction of the son-in-law who 
made a great fuss, compla ning that the lady should 
■ remain in the bed if not stable on her feet, etc,, etc. It 
is just another example of the .inhuman manifestations 
coming .to the surface which no mind in comparative 
balance, no heart in tune with human frailty, could 
a , anticipate. Oddly enough, he and I always hit it off 
famously although I can't imagine anyone putting 
a the ± slightest confidence of continuity of 
v sentiment in such a character ya Rut sufficient 

-.Vj: unto the day is the mental disorders thereof and I seem 

less interested in the tenure of the visit than any one else 
about the place. .. ■' ’■ 1 ' • 


•\ su ■ 
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Thelma Kyser telephoned today to say she and John 
are planning to get down one day next week and 
that they were planning to bring Rsoalind with them. *hy 
they a^ w aV a have to get a three-some for their Christmas 
visitations, I cannot imagine. Perhaps they feel they are 
"killing two birds with one stone", proceeding on the assumtion 
that Rosalind likes the local African touch and that 
I believe in that adage a bout the more, the merrier", 

She also reminded me that she is preparing the roast duck, 

sent me in their care from South Louisiana. I 

don't remember the man who, h a ving met me once long ago, 

has to honor me with a wild duck that he has proudly shot but 

a t least Thelma is roasting the .bird which was more 

than could be said about some gentleman I met 

but casually o» the country road somewhere near Hatches,— 

some business maJi from some other state who had come 

to Hatches to hunt qu a il and who insisted on learn ng 

where I was stopping so he could present me with some 

quail he knew he would shoot the following day, --and, 

I regret to say, d d. I don't reo a ll what I did with 
the qu a il when they were presented to me, still in 
their feathers, at Magnolia Inn where I was stopping 
n t the time. I suppose I h a nded them on to somebody who, 

I hope, had more of a taste for qu a il than I. If 
fishermen would only eat their own catches and sportsmen 
tiieir own game, how much it would prob a bly delight them 
„:id how much wear and tear it would save others. Rut perhaps 
I can bounce the duck in the direction of the artist or some 
such a nd so the effort involved in the whole transaction 
will not be lost although I shall still be regretting 
that the duck didn't end up in the stomach of the South 
Lou sian a sportsman- instead of flying a bout the country 
to land away up here. 

4- • . r> }J •• • - J»\ . i.i 

... Hevertting to Cousin Emmet '3 Christmas cards bearing 
the "Remember L uttleRock" rubber stamp on the envelope, it 
just occurs to me what the parallel really is that I have been 
earching for all day. Obviously it is in Molly's 
line on the radio: "How do you do I am sure", 

• O t V u .. ■ ' Mi u o« , O' 

Today's post brought a be n utifully hand woven necktie 
from Rudolph, obviously of his own handiwork. I appreciate 
it a s a symbol of his regard but I must confess I believe 
that shoes and neckt ejB suit me better when made by machine 
than by hand, not because they are atywhere nearly so nice but 
simply because my feet and neck are too accustomed to 
the manufactured ones ... 


* .1 • iJO :•* T 


Wednesday, December 18th, 1957. 

.0 .■ 0 ’ . 


‘ owla \v 




Cloudy and warm and I haven't worn a jacket 
in five days. -- 1 . 

•i *i' t - *' t •' ‘ - 0 * ' 

It is pleasant to report that my finger is progressing 
nicely and as I feel it mends more quickly if I do 
not exercise it too much on the eyboard, I am 
■giving it a rest by concentrationg on outside activities 
and. am delighted the weather is so cooperative. 

V ov. . •■}■ • 1 ■ a-' M 

This morning I had Fug a bour run me down to theCohen 
store to see if I could find some pieces of cloth in solid 
colors so I could get the artist busy on doing the 
Gobelin that James asked about the <other day. It is 
interesting that although the Cohen place adjoins Melrose, 
nobody in the sotre, about the 3ize of the Melrose store, 
recognised me. This was indicated when I left for the 
two clerks, both of them accompanying me to the gallery, 
asked me if 1 lived around here. Of course I knew both 
0 them from listen ng to chatter by Melrose customers 
who, among themselves, are forever talk ng about their 
little adventures up and down the road, butappurantly the 
clerks hadn't paid as much a tention to store talk on the part 
of their customers about Cane Riverpersonalitiesi 

i had men c tting and hauling banan a 8 plants, frosen 
by last week's Arctic blast, and as each, tnuck 
is unloaded of its banana stalks, it is filled with 
cotton hulls , which are returned to cover the roots of the 
banana plants, thus making a full trip bot ways. 

U- 9 - " • V A 01: i.;-' »• b L t : •••• 

I probably mentioned the w highway is being 
widened a bout 14 feet i» front of the big house 
with the 14 feet all coming off from the garden and not 
the bank of the river on the far side of the rood. 

U I ' 1 i 

This teans we shall lose the hedfe of pyrocanthus 9 
trees, set out. by. M its Dormon 30 years ago but 









From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS/ tff1~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




8987 


8986 


v*';« 


ST 


, pj •. 'W VO '. 1 - , 1 'IB «•" 

i don't mind loeing the hedge as I never thought it 
pretty. The berries ih the winter months are colorful 
but the trees themselves are always so scr&gley that they always 
present a distinctly untidy appearance • We shdL 1 lose quite 


, some rare, —to large to be moved,- and 
such as live oaks, half grown, wh ch 


a few other trees, too 

30 me comoon enough, . _ 

I shdL 1 not miss since they were already getting out of 
h a nd to the extent they were getting to the point that they 
were smother ng other things, . J. H.,--always too liberal 
in supplying labor, sent me 8 or 10 men, that I might 
3 ave by transplanting what I wanted to from the 
trees n rowing in the strip the road will be taking f 
nd so I moved some big old crepe myrtles, planting tnem so they will 
aP r etty color line pi rallel to the new fence when summer 
gets here• T suppose the new fence will be put up any day now, 
a nd L left space between the newly transplanted big crepe 
myrtles and the new fence 1-ne so that after the fence 
has been erected by the Highway department, shall e 
bi a ble to run a hedge of nandinas betwen the transplanted 
things and\the fence, thus providing a pleasnt winterdecors 
of green leaves with red berries to retain the coloring of the 
pyrocahthus. < o 

0 ". \ ! ... ■ » 

I heard Joe say today that he was planning to go 
over to Conroe on^aturda to remain a week and then would 
return here for a few days before going back to his 


?> "I• 




9? 


job in Atlanta. 




o l\U) 


getting heavy with Christmas cards but 1 
but shall probably get 

to start of them tomorrow. "hat with h a ving a 
supervise today, I missed whatever secretaries 
p n ssed th s way, __if a» y 

bs> i 


The mail is 

h^vn't opened any asyet 

around 
men to 


i as 


crew of 
may have 

ei 


3 jo 


As is reflected b y the above dullness, I am 
vaguely^ weary physioally ton ght and so shaL 1 not 
do any 'mail and perhaps shall not even dictate an article 
which I had thought I m ght do, but thinking of it 
while supervising the mov ng of beds of day lilies 
,nd what not, and actually knocking the thing off a few hours 


a**’- 

later is 
thoughts 


J h^ve had 

_ a _ with me all day, 

Aha the final sprint beofee^hristmas m.ght be 
accomplished without too muchcollapse . 


something else again 
of h yme so consta fly 


rd 

hop ng 


’i. B - 


9 . 1 ! 


itH: 


Thuesday, December 19th, 1957. 
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Memorandum : 


Smart me, — I 


thought I was limiting myself 

. . . - J..... im’+l 


to one single letter a day since my adventure < D ' t ' i tUe 
well sharpened shears, but 1 am hearby provi,g that I was 
s illy in making such a determination, but this, is 
mv second letter at a single sitting. The 
is that I just finished a little chat with Miss Lee 
Uat.Lsl,to insert ’ 

ribbon had -not been tracking and so I halall have 
the pleasure of another little session. 


and 

the 


discovered, 


" ’V\9 ‘ 


■ 0 

. . 9 ■' ■ 0 


A neat, stout package arrived in today s post 
from Lyme. Thinking it cont a ined gifts for the 
l dies^across the fence, I opened it and was entranced, 
to find the gaiest cardd imaginable , —so independently 
ilue as a background and somehow setting off the 
likeness of the non-Emmett Erwin branbh of society that I have 
Dialed it here on my desk next to the otre Dame 
loVe window of last year which I treasure beyond measure. 

v The red tapers immed ately filled me with an inpsiration 
t, u re-Zetcrfte Us Olapsl, using Us r.c isan* J« * 

' Tglt'Vu'cl Vue loU 

he vilv\ sagging with great blusters of red berries, and 

expression. 

mmmmm- - 


I 
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to have these spec al reels because I want to record some 
things for keeps, the voices of various people, conversations 
with the artist and such like,— records wh ch I should 
not like to h a ve erased by re-using the machines super-imposing 
propensities which would obliterate the recordings of this nature 
which I should like to preserve and these will fill the need just 
perfectly. How can 1 say Thank You. 


V, 


ble 


le 


As the mail did not arrive until after dinner, I was 
to take the packages for the ladies to their house wh 
\ey were at siesta, placing them on the tree so that they 
be surpr sed when they discover them. Thye were so beaut- 


™aV 


fully wrqpped and looted so colorful and n ce where I placed them. 

If I can find the letter from James in today's 
post I shall enclose it. I got the impression from what 
he said that he was sending greetings by ousinCarolyn 
who was le a vihg the city last Mond a y• His letter was ( a day 
or two later than usual in reaching me and as 1 haven t 
out of CousinCarolyn since the Christmas 
I assume she must be a day or- two late, even s is Uncle 
workers. 

iWOi. • or; ;.r. .-AS rj 


heard a 
Jest v 
Sam's postal w 


peep 
t es. 


0‘U 


j. have Dr. Emmet Erwin 1 3 envelope on the 
frame of the mirroir in the living rom so that everyone passing 
by Yucca during the holiday period may be sure to see it. The rubbe 
sta mp on the back is really better than I had supposed for, oddly 
enough it not only bears the words, "Hemember Little ock , but it 
also bears three figures, — two grils carrying books 
with a soldier behind, his b a yonet pressed against one of the 
girl's lung.. The legend encirlces the picture and 
the whole composition is a bout the s'ize, be ng round, of a large 
cancellation stampWhat a n envelope to enclose wishes for a Merry 


Chr 


must give thought to folding 
1 am retiring to the*hapel to light 
and do a bit’of meditating a boutthose 
cards tr ly reflect the spirit of Christ and 
one makes the really kindly disposed as one . 

" ” »o0 \;t'v sv ^ 


&ut the hour advances and I 
up my beard but before doing so, 
the r ed tapers 
whose Cristma3 
the love which 


s 1 • tt; a -*o\j \ii. q ;u s'ii'is >»v> 

*lU T 0 \, t &i <»• 3' . • U m 

'■Q V‘i; .\.si hi;', r'iiob y u ’ . i;j. 


Friday, December SOth, 1957. 




Memorandum j 


/.■ 8'H Jj •J.o©*' «, ar 3 

aAt tfortt araaa tl .at' 

Another lovely day and I'm still isonde ing how we 
did 't have any signs of the flock of tornadoes 
swirling around to the north and south of us a 
couple of nights b a ck. I don't know if you 
recamm recall the lumbering community q bout 
half way between here and Alexandria, called Zimmerman. 
It lost a few roof3 and, according to the radio, 
this was the fourth tornado visiting the town 
this year. I recall one of them a few months back 
when a bookkeeper telephoned his wife to say he was 
leaving -the lumber mill office for home and 
just as he placed the receiver back on the hook, he 
was killed by the blast which did not, however, 
knjure the other 3 .or 4 men in the office . 

•t : M . o •. i .i - ■ - "i a — *•’ 

.1 had several calls from town befo-re 9 o'clock 
this morning from people who had read this week's 
column. T 0 my surprise, everyone liked it and 
that included one very strict Episcopalian. There 
were several other calls around nooJi and I 
shall prob n bly be h a vin some on the morrow, although 
t e brickbats will be slower in arriving, I suppose. 

Mr. Beckerman called to say that thus far reaction had 
been favor a ble. He said he was copyrighting 
tue article which I intended asking him to do but did 
not get around to it. 

t it . ( i i • 

Joe continues to fiddle around. He claims he 
is getting off to Texas on the morrow which is qite 
possibel and. Sunday or Monday is just as likely. He 
dri es ever, body nuts but somehow he doesn't worry 
me any and as we hav always hit it off just fine, I 
don't care h'ow long he lingers but 1 do feel sorry for 
Juanita A. who must h a ve enough one her hands with 
her mother in bed to look after- when nothin 

school . I should imagine that she would 

be sufficiently busy to require no extra patient 
of so much energy to claim her care. 


i 
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One rat er intersting sidelight on the channels 
of contemporary advertising ; came to lightxa so far as 
my ignorance of the subject is concerned through 
Mr. oeckerman's 'phone call this evening. I hadn't 
thought much about it before but it was plain enough 
when he referred to the fact that radio at the 
moment is not unlike a ship on a reef, wh ch is 
hoping that by some m racle a rising tide will float her 
„gain but with poor prospects. It seems that the 
great proportion of advertising now goes to the TV and 
newspaper industries, le n vig only a few sponsors for 
radio programs clustering around straight news and sports 
news, In view of this circumstqce, no one in a radio 
station ever breathes the words, TV or 
newspaper, to the investors of radio 3tok and it 
was with such a b n cnground that the local station 
this afternoon called ■‘■he Enterprise. It was themain 
stock holder speaking and the first thing he said to 
Mr. bee t.er man was that he never read a line of hi 3 newspaper 
but never failed to scan the Cane^iver Memo,—news wh ch 
made both Mr. beckerm a n and me laugh. *he ■cunt of 
the ie ephone call was to ash if the station mi.ght make use of 
the column for broadcast purposes. I was consulted 
on the matter and said I welcomed such a gesture of 
neighborlines3 m so far as the local station was 
concerned but would take it as amatter of course that 
the subject would be gone into further in case, the 
net work mith wh ch it is affliliated should m a mfest a 
to make use of it. 




o 


wish 


1.3. Willard telephoned tonight for a chit¬ 
chat. Jhe said she had spent the past week in teuton Rouge 
area, b sy with educational matters. Stie asked for 
news of Carolyn as she had had a key to the"illard 
establ shmentmade for her but had not be „ble to 
contact her. I told her that I hadn't heard directly 
from tne lady sijice the fireworks but that ^ames 
had remarked that she was le^vi.ig /JewCrleans for 
the /J.orth country last Monday or J-i esday. We both 
laughed at the elusive nature of the lady. 

i . . '■ 1 V.J.L ' 

I decided I didn't like my Mew Year's Eve article for 
next week's paper and so I chunked it and must now get busy 
and do one on the egg-nog instead. And just to think, 

1 do 't even know where the name came from . 


T • 


. s 


V> 


Sunday, December £2nd, 1957. 


Memo rai dum: 

Such a pleasant week 
t ermometer sectio s, and 
CBS news that it was even 


end in the barometer and 
I gather from 
the same in Lyme. 


For once I am not complaining because the 
postman obviously didn't have d 1 the m a il Sacks with 
him on his Saturday go-round for I h a ve stacks 
of cards I haven yet to open and I shal 1 be just 
a s glad if he t a kes life easier and deposits' 
yesterday's stuff tomorrow. It is ture that 
there was mail but the clerk had estimated 
that Saturday would probably be one of the 
heavier days which is was in the 1st class 
section but seemed remark a bly light in 
the parcel post section and I had nothing to 
compalin about, not h n ving a nything save the 
package from Lyme earlier in them week. 

.. * i 

' ** • 

4>id 1 must say the little red candles look 
so pret ,y in the ''rapel a t this season. Somehow 
they give just the right tone and telepathy see is to 
fuction to perfection under such happy and 
intimate surroundings. 
oU ' A. l 

On Saturday night, I folded up my beard 
a t 6 o'clock, sensing the approach of sniffles. 

1 had a pretty good night '3 sleep. Thelma Kyser 

telephoned this mronig to ask if she and John might 
come down at 3 this afternoon. *hey might. And so, 

at 1 o'clock, I took a couple of bromo-quinie 
tablets and a snort of fire water, with 

a view to getting a half hour's shut-eye and so 
be up and vigorously hospitable by the mgincal 
hour of 3. . P.icAure my d sappointment at 

2 o'clock when John a nd^helma put in an appear a nee, dL 
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Monday, December 23rd, 1957 


their daughter and * osalind to boot. They brought 
me a duck a 2i rigged up and ready to cosume and 
some orange wine and wearing apparel as a gift from 
the Histor ical Association or possible the 
Hyster cal Ladies. The Ky3ers are such kind 
people but I was slightly off my rocker in view of 
the quinine bussing in my head and the sudden 
awakening but I guess we made it al 1 right. 

that With my sniffles, I glad of the excuse to 
do 1 ttie or .nothing a ud thus give my finger 
a chance to rest up a little. It appe rs to 
be doing nicely but the a bsence of half the 
n a il and the split at the end of the finger seems to 
make a mountain out of a moth hole and seems to 
prevent me from doing a heap of things I should like 
to. If I saw anybody ease making 3uch a to-do out of 
a mere slit finger, 1 should h a ve scant regard for 
their hysteria over nothing You don't reckon 
I have become a hypo-chrondriac after all these years, do 

fell, I h c ve supped across the fence tonight and 
related through a » hour's TV program I couldn t see and 
now I'm going to fold up my beard and see if i can 
find Face the flat ion. The last few times I have listened 
to that program, I have been impressed by the number 
of "Facers" who seemed to h a ve to struggle mightily 
with their English, leadihg me to believe the CBS 
would do well to have translators sitting in and 
so permit said "Facers" tospeak in their native tongue,- 
a gesture that would be easier on the "facer" and the 
n dience as well. 


Memorandum*. 

Plaisir d& /ranee arrived today and thus the 
seal is set on my happiness for- Christmas. 

*hat a splendid issue and what a treasure- 
houseof idea to be drawn upon inexhaustibly. 

And best of a 'H “aS f ind place marked wherein 

little Miss Lee surmised that L a Folie du Conte 
dAArtois would delight me. 

Beyond question, these are the finest pictures 
I have ever seen of Bagatelle, and so 
wide in subject matter, --from parterrre to most 
picturesque detail. What a .gift of happiness 
in .this single article alone of which there are 
so many and of such variations in subject matter and 
withal the whole business so exqu isitely executed 
that even the advertisements themselves are worthy 
of most particular attention . 

• 

1 That with lots of coming and going o people today , 
I have had but the scantiest opportunity to pour 
over the pages but I need scarcely add that Plaisir 
de France is going to bed with me tonight and it 
will be the happiest of transitions for me when, 
finally, I 3lip from consc ousness of what will be 
in my act al gaze as dreams supercede. 

V- => - i ' . • ' ' 2 »• • 

And the subject matter is so comprehensive that I 
guess nobody a j»d nothing was left out, I notice 
that even J u jius Caesar gets a going over by 
Jecti Cocteau, described as a member of the ' cademy. 

I did not know befor% that Cocteau had attained 

fellowship with the ' Inimortels". And I 

notice* what appears to be au interesting article on 


Joe got off for Texas on Saturday morning and will 
return a week hence for another week's visit. Everybody h 
seems to be alright but 1 notice a tension on thepart of 
the hostesss which is still under control but 
cannot be classed with the (rood “ill toward Men mood of 
the season ... . 
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Hot re Dame de Thermidorwhich ought to be as 
enlightening in a natural progression as would naturally 
follow on the heels of d'Artois' Bagatelle. 

And all the way through, what color reproductions 
a nd superb printing on sich elegant paper. Truly 
this is a splendid as a gift as a production and 
only little Miss lee is caPa^le of comprehending 
my del ight. 

Busy as a bee all day, I went over to the big house 
for supper■, only to discover Blythe's car,—parked at 
the front gate. &he must h-ve gone direct to my house via the i 
cour while 1 was going to the big house via my side gate. She 
. had Paul King and some gentleman friend of his, both from HewYo i 
They remained here until first dark and then went on to town 
for the lights. 1 had sorted out one or two items I 
wanted to share with you from the recent mail but Blye 
re-arranged things in the living room and it may be a 
while before I get the things sorted out again. •*'here 
was a letter from M a ry Rhodes of Hatches that was 
interesting, among ozher things, she said "the widow 
Dixon is going t-o Europe again this summer" and that Roane 
is a l3o going. I know two or three Dixon families aid 
I'm wondering if this could me that Dr. Francis ^ixon is 
dead and that the widow referred to is Virginia D utler Dixon. 
Strange how little news I get out of Adams County. 

~ W' 1 ii. . >. j * 

I listened tonight to the President and Secretary 
of State. The glossing over of Paris failures was 
convincingly handled . The voices of both gentlemen 
sounded firm although the words spoken were 
of no insp rut iriial value a nd why so much time was taken 
up about how pretty the American air bases in Spain look 
seemed to me both inept and the using n up of time which 
should have been devoted to an enunciation of leadership 
aiid .a sketching of a picture which only the President 
can give authoritatively to the people who are still left 
in the dark as to what is. what. I thought it a great 
fumbling of a wonderfully but pitifully lost opportunity. 

' ’ v r. . US 'toe*> • oi v v • a J. 

But the cmmentators can tone care of such 
matters better than I can and tomorrow, Christmas Eve, 
of all times, they'll prob a bly be at it. How I must 
take a dab of hot grog and With Plaisir de France 
under my wing, flatten out for a long winter's nap . 


Tuesday, December 84th, 1957, 




\ . ' 

o • r.v'O! 


Memorandum • 


Our Spring-like weather 1 continues 
--and tonight there is a suggestion of the 4th of 
July in the dir for 1 hear giant fire¬ 
crackers exploding in the direction of the honkey- 
tonk and they seems to sh a ke the house with their 
detonations, in no way reminding one the the sounds of the 
"herald angels'" voices. I pen these lines 
n t 1 0:30 and the racket has been going on a ll afternoon 
niid evening . < o . 

. Jr. \ . v ■ Ae* o 1 . ; ,.•> u- \, g c » 1 '■ - 

People have been dropping in and out all day and 
I have accomplished little or nothing in any except 
in the receptionist's role. 

The James Livingstons came down from town this morning 
and I had expected R , B. and Ora but something went wrong 
with .their plans and they sent a gift by Pat who had come down 
for dinner. - 

- • t 

I made the most of a visit from Eugene's wife after 
dinner this noon to. send a little Hunter creation b a ck to 


town 


ill i a m.ses. 


LI- W 
3-1 At 




TheBeckermans came down about 5, bringing the 
most luxuriantpot of poinsetti a s I ever saw. Their 
group included Mr. a nd Mrs. a'?W two of their younger off- 
sping, a, little girl a out 5 and a little boy about 8, 
a nd mighty sweet they were, —the first time I had ever s 
them. Also in the 3ame party came a professor 
from the college whom I h a ve met two or three times a d 
their uisit was pleasant. 

se-.' ioi'.s 03 liS< ■ H9 8 4 At SVrjbV 1- 1 8 

Earlier in the afternoon J was glad to see "Dee" 
Hertvog and her 8ister-in-i a w,-At a l a Hertzog Hold, down 
from Washington. Atlala had broken her wrist 


seen 
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Wednesday, Christmas Might, 1957, 


in a fall on a n icey sidewalk in "ashington recently and 
so her arm is in a cast. She will accordingly stay for 
' a month at Magnolia instead of her usual week at 
the holid a y season. 

Mr. Beckerman was particularly enthusiastic a bout my 
prise Christmas gift. He has a different make but says 
both machines play the same type of tape and occasionally 
he and I may find it convenient to exchangerecordings. 

It seems to me I got more packages sent from 
stores this year than previously, the sender putting in 
a card of greetings but never their addresses,— 
addresses which can always be secured in some round-about way 
but which, in some instances, will involve an extra dab 
of correspondence for which 1 a m not to anxious to 
entertain at the moment, what with the game finger. 
st. 

The most surprising item coming to hand is 
a fiberous wash cloth thing, looking like the 
insides of a gourd of the dish rag variety. ± guess 
xixx a y weighs about as much as an ordinary wash cloth. I 
suppose it is 10 inches in length and a couple of inches thick 
and the label explains it is designed for the bath-mas3age. 

It comes from Irma and Farley f —of all people. I must 
hasten to thank them before -*■ get c letter from them, saying 
some error has been made *, I notice Celeste has a lot 
of stuff in the neighborhood of her tree, several of 
the shoe-box shaped things looking .suspiciously like 
the one the wash-cloth came in. I hold the thought 
she, too, may not have gone off her rocker and gone 
in for such Yule-tide joy3. 

I had such a pleasant hour last night on going to 
bed with Plaisir de France that I am repeating the 
pleasure tonight. I haue never enjoyed a publication more 
and i am perfectly .confident that even as in the joy 
I experience in re-reading, my f a vorite books, so will I 
experience the same happiness in turning through this 
splendid publication again and again. 

"'C i;)S 0 V - <? S, *> ' j- * 

As there will be. no out-going m a il on the morrow, 1 
shall leave this envelope open to enclose tomorrow's 


art ox sw 


Memorandum: 

There's a lovely waxing moon and a bright big 
star hanging over He Mont rise hills and a profound silence 
pervading the night that was so noisey 84 hours ago. 

There w a s a fine early thing morning that gently 

expanded into a drizzle by mid morning and the dampness 
continued until first dark when the heavens iceared. 

Pat and .Juanita came down for dinner. Pat , 

told me of your gift which is gracing their 
He sooke of it with enthusiasm a d as o. H. came into the 
roomT* h/was talking bout it, Pat told him a bou, it, too. 

The "enks telephoned . last night to say 
they would be down at 3 this afternoon. Pat and I 
both decided we had to get going a/t« r ® J 

ler good'behavoir and 

. bnpk towar .home, only John remaining behind. He expects 
take flying lessons during, the balance of the week. 

On the Yucca front,I devoted my whole day to 3 r J etin d 
negores a nd I liked it all although my cold which tended 
slide from my throat downward tended to make me a little Us les 
De. JnipnUyer will be passing this w a y on the *orro« a» d I shall 
. have him do a d „b of examining a nd treatment, if there 
should be cH.y occasion for the latter. 

I don't know if mentioned the subject of this 

Can. *iv.r fmo, but L thought of it tin. m 0 nm .5 rt.il 
I unwrapped the bottle the Beckermans left for me y e3terd h,V 
An inspiration must h a ve struck Mrs. Beckerman who probably 

did rtfr..adi..5V «. ^ 

and the gift, in consequence, turned out to be a bottle 
of the same beverage. r, 

"someSofibah'lsdnfintiiMdVn&Oitti °. baerViHg th0t 

r ' 
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I notice a smudge at the foot of the preceeding 
page where one line must have been written over 
another, that I had remarked was that the 
gift turned out to be a bottle of egg-nog which 
em a bles me to drop them a note tonight, opining # 
that "somebody has been proof-reading my mail.... 

It wasso pleasa.it to have Plaisir de France as 
my folding up companion last night. Every page 
is so redolent with interesting material aid withal 
so elegantly portrayed that I am going 
to be selfish a bout the issue and "forget" to take 
it next door where things of sue!) a nature are flipped through 
with bo much gusto that it doesn t seem what the lady 
gets out of it justifies the wear and tear on the item. 

• I got a little reading done between callers this 
fter no on, --The »ay of the Phoenix by V n n Wyck Brooks. 

1 thihk the only thing of his I ever read is The Flowering 
of New Eng lad, if, indeed f he wrote it, although 
it does seem to me 1 may h a ve read another of his things 
but the name'eludes me. ! "Days of the phoenix" is the 2nd 
volume of his autobiography and hasto do in large measure 
bout Brooks during the 192)'s when he and his wife, after 
muc(f time spent in Europe, took a place for themselves 
in Westport, Connecticut where so may distinguished 
representatives of the Arts were living in those f a bulous 
times. His wife was born a Stimson, her father being 
a cousin, I believe, of Henry L. Vtimson, Mr. “oosevelt' s 
Secretary of War. I think the book is good as asort of 
"Who's Who* in the world of the Arty, especialy in 
writing but possibly the reader isn t executing his task 
to advantage for I find I must use a little attention 
to keep my mind from wandering or, in other places, 

I discover I am mixing up people with pa-rticulars, so 
many folks are tucked into a single paragraph. 

Many’of the names are familiar, including that of 

Gertr de Stein, a nd I must be more concentrating 

when I resume the Brooks opus. The first volume of 

his a utobi goraphy I-haven't as yet although it wasrecordind 

sometime b a ck. I ordered it at the time but it was never 

sent And 1 had for gotten a bout its availability 

until I opened this volume. - 


Thursday, December 26th, 1957. 


•i - s - 


I want to do 
Christmas gift 


a Ivttle work with the aid of 
tonight and again I 


mu9t.blep3^1ittle Miss Lee for all the wonderful help 
zNis marvelous recorder is providing .. 


Memorandum : 

I write a little later than usual although I 
had anticipated taking pen in hand a little earlier and 
so fold up ahead of schutdle, formulating 3Uch 
a ii intention because my cold and my finger appear better 
a iid it seemed a good 'idea to cooperate with the "first 
intetion" of Nature by giving the up-swing a big 
push. 

My d a y has been filled with a variety of things 
which were all pleasant, including much effort with the 
tape recorder in the morning, gardening in the afternoon 
and e tertaining tonight. 

There was a somewhat pointless oaversation 
with 01d u onita around 7 j30 tonight'when Carolyn 

called _ the first time T had heard from that quarter 

since Ihe Natchitoches turning on of the lights. I assume 

she is on a party line at Old "onita and probably 

has as many subscribers on her 'pho e as the seven o 

this wire. My arthematic is as curious as my spelling and 

so the conclusions I arrive at through calculation arithmetical ly 

be worong but off hand I take if that 7 receivers were 

down on her line, 7 on mine which should have enabled me 

to get every 14th or 15 word, but it didn't work 

out that way, and I understood very little in a vauge 

sort of way and nothing at all of most of what she had to 

say. I imagine, however, that she said she didn't 

know how long she was going to remain in Marshall 

which would suggest she doesn't know if she will get 

to Natchitoches before the 1 ghts are turned off 

for this season or not. She suggested I tell I. S. V. 

something but I never heard what it was. I think 

3he said that in an uflguarded moment, she had invited 

Farley and Irma to come over from North Hollywood to 

mWuwsmsd Hit 6iftfar i mis*tto8gfUn a 22. t ftt 
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re-iterationg a little : 

aUe had invited Irma and Farley O'Brien over for a two 
mmitu visit beainninq in March, and that they had accepted. 

But this doesn't seem to make sense for they prob a bly wouldn 
be spending two months at Old Bonita and, were V * e ^ t0 
^ , wt AI lev invitation, that wouldn t be 

iVkfly either, si/cd, mere tl.e O'Bri.n. to be in «.w rle a »s, 
theu undoubtedly would be staying with oames and ^ay. , 

mer’e was\uite alot of talk but what it concerned, I h a ven t 

the slightest idea. 

nni as / hung up on that conversation Dr Bri.re telephoned 
me from some place on the river, saying he ha a friend 
from Men York with him a ;i <* wondered if I would receive 
them. I would. l‘he friend was a most att actiue young 
lady, rather dark, who lives on 223th Street but 
formerly called "hreu port her home.. Her pleasantness 
f of manner and the ^ tty of her mind were ^tutking I seldom 
run across insociety anywhere Before they a J xved > 
had "planted" Plaisir de trance where the d ° ct °r 

miaht catch sight of it and, as he has the mental ag'H^V 

might etc/ j , He'fry, it was only a matter 

U seco C nds B before he espied it and that left the conversation 
to the young lady and me. It seems odd that a man who 
is so up on everything should h a ve missed k ; iowM»g tAot 
there is such a thing as a Chr ism a s number of Plais jr, 

■»<» ‘J A tin nfubol/inl pencil 

Tut, the notation havin been made, the doctor couldn t 

undue himself from the pu lication add so I 

could get on with my education of the young lady 

who was at once fascinated by a 1 she had to 

more so A believe, because she had never m her life, 

although a Shreveport native, had never dreamed here 

was anything like Melrose in Louisiana. 

' , 4 4 t lii < : i 0 ■ \j"'' • ’ ‘ ' . 0 J 

There was sa dance going 0 n^P the road at Ashhley Kirkland 
wh -oh, - mmagine, may have been Hhr eason { or J^ e 
of the doctor and the young lady m the 0 dne iver 
duntry butneither of them seemed to be too *!' X \l U8 hia Plai8ir 
to aetaoinq, what with the doctor all tied up his Plais ir 
nd the young ladyfascinated by a ll the things she had to 
' Absorb a nd so the evening slipped away much /aster tUan 
either seemed to realise. And it is a 1 ttle later 
than usual for me but how that we h a ve had our little chat, 

I snail be taking Plgisir under my arm and folding up 
even as light night and the night before..... 


Friday, December 87th, 19b7, 


Memorandum : 

E n rly this morning the ohreveport Weather u ureau 
announced that the shower, then in progress, had put the 
qnnual rain fall for Shreveport over the 66 inch mark which 
had been the highest ever recorded. 

j; m . -.sir. , O'u.W'o'l >\0 0 l 

ThifS area had gone over the 70 inch mark a week or so a go so 
we didn't need an & today to break any records. Besides, it 
wasn t until afternoon that we h a d anything suggesting a w£k wash-out, 
although at 10 this morning--\n town there ,was a hailstorm that 
whitened the pavements for a little while. 

The Highway Departmen v had men at work setting posts for 
the new fence across the front garden but by 8 o'clock 
the deluge- knocked out those operations for the week end at least. 

I had agreed to receive Mrs. Grady Irwin of Hatchitoches 
with a couple of. Mew u rlea 3 gue3ts at 8, and when they 
arrived, the gardens were pretty well submerged # But they didn't 
mind that and so we did a round. Of course, the fact that I 
hnd just passed the peak of my cold didn t lend much 
enchantment to the prospect of reversing the process in the 
direction of pneumonia• But .the guest reamined only 8 hours 
a nd as soon as they had departed, I crawled into 3ome dry clothes 
and took an extra glass of wine and feel alright, now that 
I am pleasantly aglow both inside and out, 

I was a.stoni hed when Mrs. Coombs put in an 
f> pearance just after nooon. Some Welfare business 
h a d called her to this section of the Parish and she had 
taken the opportunity to call on Madam Regard and to drop over 
to say Howdy to me. Mi 1 ; 

She remarked thatMadam R gard seemed a little older but 
as determinedly pleasant as always although she had remarked 
to Mr3 . Combs that for the first time in her life, during 
the present holiday season, she had come to the realisation that she 
had never been a free soul, having had a step-mother who 
was very exacting, a husband who w a styr a nically demanding 
and, —motioning in the direction of the. bedroom where Celeste was dress 


I 
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an off-spring who dwelt in such a constant panic, I have often 
enough observed t he daughter in action and have heard from, various 
q arters abo t the autocratic character of the husband but 
of the step-mother's propensities for exactitde, I had not heard b 

1 was sorry to ear on the radio of the death of 
Dr. Joan Miller, a lady who ,came to see me a while b a ck, 
perhaps with Judith Porter. She was aperson of 
exceptioal mental and social qualities and 1 had 
looked forward to seeing her again and again in the 
years ahead. She had gone from Baton Rouge to Minden 
for the .holidays, but had gone to the hospital because of 
flu. Her brother and 3ister had visited her in 
the morning, — hesterday,—and were delighted to find her 
sitting up and partaking of a sizeable breakfast, and 
withal gay. On leaving her, they paused for a moment in 
the lobby of the hospital and were a stonished to learn that 
just after they left her room the lady's heart had stopped 
beatiWgth things getting a little more ship-shape 
on the physical side, 1 am contemplating doing something 
a bout seasonal greetings before long, it was strange how 
so many things contrived to circumvent my efforts this year, 
disappointments that arrived rather too late to get in under 
the calendar dead line. 

I laughed to myself, too, .when contemplating the things 
coming my way from various quarters that Celeste had supervised, 
for she had explained that several people, --the Mazurettes, Kyser 
Henrys, etc*, had asked for suggestions in my case and 
in the tra.isformation of these recommendations from word to object 
not a single, solitary success was scored. 

I dipped a little deeper into the "Days of Phoneix" by Brooks 
nd find myself still at sea regarding my reaction 
to the work. There is certainly a wonderful amount of 
interesting material but I find myself getting no where fast 
with it and i have a bout concluded that this may be due 
in p rt to the rendition by the reader who is good, apparently, 
but somehow must have a w a y of short-moircuiting the electrical fl 
the message or some such. It would be so interesting 
to h n ve a page from the same book as down by A.Scourby 
to compare and contrast and that might enable me to make out 
what is wrong. -- . 

thougHt 41 


Sunday, Decembers th, 1U57. 

3 ■ ■ os 

. eo', -i > xi <.*»-• ' fc*■ ■' iu y.i ; 

sms .cm Si’. •• b*s- 'A tu ai.L> o t o,is ts . . 

Memorandum : > bV 

I am hoping you had an opportunity to ftgor 
one or the other of the year's news round-ups over CBS and 
!IBC. I had the luck to get in on the CBS and 
found it the most informative sum ary of the past twelve 
months. After all, it is a rare privilege to be thus able 
to listen to the best minds in the news gathering business, 
and, what is more rare, to hear the individual speakers 
actually speaking their minds. Too often, in my opinon, E. Roscoe 
inclines to state both sides of a question and leave it to 
the individual listener to make up his mind So often on 
such occasions , I have regretted that Mr. Murrow didn't express 
his own opinion on matters about wh'ch fye must be so well informed 

a>id about which 1 know nothing. 

But today the personal opinions of the several speakers 
were expressed, giving one an opportuinity to 
differs , if he so desired, or to make use of the opinions 
to solidify his own opinions which, in some cases, have been 
waiting too long to jell. 

What I got out of the round table, in the main, 
were these points• —we are in danger, our foreign policy is 
bankrupt, we might set some of the vital things to rights 
if we had leadership and that Mr. Eisenhower is 
incapable of ,exerting that leadership. I predict there will 
be amounting clamor for his resignation in the weeks immediately 
ahead but I doubt if he will resign unless he has another 
phys cal ailment. I think what we need is a President who is a 
politican. A military man, dominated by business men, 
has not the, skilll that a politican is bom with and it is 
the qual ities of the politican that we need and power 
that can enlist the services .of the military and business minds but 
not let them, so unqual ified to handle such matters, call 
the tunes. 

W u.l& n aA llpir%i,A% r V Vi'LlPUM? fcS p S?UftSS>i'S°8? SOU »aio,. 8 . 
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I u) C a glad to /.ear from Ora this afternoon. She 
seems, to be making it alright after quite a bout with 
a cold. Among other things, she mentioned doings at 
the college and howeducational circles are be ginning to 
.fulminate agamstthe inevitable appearance of colored 
students in what has always been all white classes. She 
remakred in passing that in her office at college, 3he 
Uas kept pinned up on the bulletin board the Picay une article 
which, as you may recall, includes a photo of Celemence 
>id me sitting together in conversation. This seems such a no account 
matter to civilized people elsewhere in t/.e country but you cai readil 
understand it demonstrates quite a deal of perking power in 
a school of h gher learning in a State whose adjoining 
neighbors are Arkansas and Mississippi. 

Joe Henry came in from Conroe, Texas, tonight r bout 8:30. 

He didn t hav^muc h to say about his past week but as he will 
rema n here for n bout a week, i shall probably hear more 
about his domestic affairs before he takes off for Georgia. 

This afternoon, unannounced, a lady whose husband had just 
taken off for- big game hunting in Africa, came to see me. She 
is a European, perhaps Belgian '> who marri&d an American whose 
business seems to keep him busy jumping back and forth 
from // tchitoches to Africa, —such strange termini. I 
mentioned the duck which somebody in South Lou siana shot and 
sent to me via Ti^elma Kuser and expressed the sincere hope 
tiat her husband wouldn t shoot an elephant which would remind him 
of me and so induce him to wrqp it up and send it along. 

I finished the Van Wyck .Brooks volume about the Phoenix on Saturd 
night. Somehow it came to an end more abruptly than I had 
supposed it would. It had not been very autobiograical but 
more of a series of ss essays on-Art and literary trends and the peop 
fiquring in such fields in the 1980's and so it was almost 
with a jolt that I read about his 3 years in various mental 
institutions in .this country and Britain. I had not 1 rned 
in what little x had read of the man that he had had a mental 
co lapse in those years and so I was quite unprepared for 
the account and the list page was 3 ounexpected since it 
didn t get the reader back .on the road the author must have 
'resumed following his mental misadventures. I 
d ssume a third volume is bound to follow, giving some notion 
as to what happened next. 

And so f'e jast Sunday of this year comes to a close and 
the ribbon kicks up as a final gesture, 1 gather . 


Monjiay, December 30th, 1957, 


Memorandum: 

' . 0 1 .Uil: 3'\ ■!> ■ - i 

And so this memo will go forward on the 31st, 
and .then tomorrow's will go forward on the 
8nd. 1 reckon you have such matters figured out 
in advance but down this way where mai Is are some times 
a little wayward, I a m-forever forgetting to anticipate 
the inevitable skips in advance. 

Mr. Beckerman telephoned me today to a sk me 
what 1 knew & out St. Joseph's school celebrating its 
100th anniversary tonight. -*■ told him x didn't 
know anything q ,bout it and he proceeded to enlighten me. 

It seems that the St. Augustin Church convent and 
school, one building adjoining St. Augustin's 
Church is cdL led St. Joseph'.s School. I gues3 this 
is the first time I ever heard of a convent being 
named afte.r a gentleman saint. As for the 
place celebrating its one hundredth anniversary, I 
know nothing a bout that either. I do know that the first 
convent was situated further up the river where 
ZelineBoaque lived and that the nuns all flew out from 
there in 18 53 during the country's worst Yellow Fever 
epedemic, —probably miserably spelled. But, regardless 
of that, 1 don't know the name of that convent and 
n lways assumed the present one was -a- post bellum structure 
built to replace the one that had been quitted 
during the ante bellum period. Bet that as it may, 
it appears there is some sort of a do-ings there and I 
didn't attend but shall be glad to read about it 
in tomorrow 1 s edition of The Enterprise. 

Fair weather today enabled the Highway 
Department to run the new fence across the garden and 
now that that has been accomplished, I shall be able 
to set out a few hundred nandina bushes inside the fence 
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Today's post brought a card from"S. F. J" indicating 
that lister *ranees Jerome is still flying about the country 
at a great rate, --Washington, /Jew York and the Lord 
knows W' ere all. I never heard of a nun that manipulated 
things so that she could be so constantly on the jump. 

The post also brought me the first volume of 
the Van Wyck Brooks autobiography, "Portraits 
nd Sketches". This volume is read by Alexander 
Scourby so 1 shall have an opportunity to learn if 
it is the reader in part who made the second volume 
a sleepy business trying to get through. 

A telephone call from town brought a » inquiry 
from some Miss Ho a h, —wha\ a name, who is connected 
with somebody in which the family has business connection 
nd the aforesaid Miss Uoah wondered if I would receive 
her to lend her a hand with informa-tion for a thesis she 
h a 8 to do to graduate. ■ I would. She seemed appreciative 
when the session.was concluded and presented me with 
a gift in a trick little box. Picture my surprise when 
I opened the aforesaid gift by the aforesaid Miss Moah 
and disc overed it .to be a bow tie , 1 don t know 

how your imag mation is working but by the greatest 
: stretch, of mine,' 1 can't quite picture me in a bow tie but 

it isn't difficult to picture any one of a dozen gay young 
bla es of color who would love it. 

And speaking of the gay young blades reminds me 
that a couple of them appeared on the b n ck gallery 
along a bout first dark this evening. They said they 
had been working all day at tearing down an old house 
somewhere up the road and had thought of me and wondered 
if I would like to have some of the things they had 
found, --an ancient iron scale with its weight complete, 
a n ante be'llumhook for a door, said hook being a /oot 
or a foot and a half in length and the swe'llest little 
yoke, —I suppose for young oxen or perhaps 
goats, about one third the size of the conventional 
old .ox yokes, -—all the items being so suitable 
for the African House collection. I am 
always delighted the field hands remember me when they 
stumble over suefy ouriosities for such findings 
always turn out to be of interest to lots of passing 
pilgrims. 

And now for a d n b of "Portraits and Sketches and thence 
to bed what with Hew Year s Even in the offing and no 
reason for not getting a n extra d a b of shut-eye tonight 
against tomorrow night's solitary celebration. . 



t’OOC 9007 


Tuesday, December 3 1st, 1957. 


Memo randum• 

And so, for the last time this year, 1 use 
1957 on the date line. 

It has been a good year and if we can look backward 
365 days hence to find that 1958 has been equally good, we shall 
hr,ve been lucky indeed. 

Tonight these 's a cold wind blowing off the ice cukes 
a nd heavy clouds all day kept out the sun. One can readily 
fielieve the prediction for a low of 26 tonight and I, for one, 
a m delighted I am not in the big road trying to 
stir up some merriment under such uninviting atmospheric 
conditio s. A car full of negroes from this area started 
out by automobile for Chicago at midnight last night. 

They ought to be along about Missouri way by now and the 
radio speahs of highways in tha< area becing cover with 
from 5 to 18 inches of snow. Let those who must travel 
toward Chicago under such conditions. As I think of such 
conditions, I cannot think how right was John Howard Payne 
t in his expression about there being no place like home. 

We didn't seem much of Joe Henry today for he 
was in town, looking over the real estate situation and 
trying to find himself a. lot on which to. build 
a new home. H e had a letter yesterday from the R. E. A. main 
office, notifying him that he had been transferred from 
Georgia to Washington D. C. He balks at this, explaining 
that it is too far from hi3 family. Personally, x don't 
see much difference, so far as proximity to the family hearth is 
concerned, as between Conroe and Atlanta or Conroe and Washington 
but trying to understand Henry mental processes has never 
been a weakness on my part. 

. j i. .i ■ .'j ' v 

John Wenk came to see me this morning. He 
explained that he was supposed to write, a theme for his English 
class during the present holidays* .-tisubject: 

"Why We ^ave Traffic lights". He wondered if ± had any ideas. 


I 
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I dictated an article for him. at such speed he had to race to 

get it down, representing the labor in large measure he 

will have to expend on that requirement for school and 

he was so denghted to have the worry of the job off his 

mind, he cam back several times this afternoon to 

thank me and tonight brought-me some medecine for my cold, 

guaranteeing me a sure cure if 1 would but take the pills and 

naturally, I made him feel the happies by taking a couple 

of them in his presence From the day he was born until 

now, 16 or 17 years later, I h a ve never seen anything of him 

or his brother or sister except at meal time and I was „ 

accordingly slightly taken a-b a ck at the dinner t a ble yesterday 

when, after the other had departed, he remarked to me out of 

a clear sky, that he wanted me to know I had probably 

influenced his life and his way of thinking more than 

n nybody else,, I responded casually about the happy c ircumstances 

that often have a way of starting of or .bringing to a close 

our days whose happiness i3 so often attributable to 

unimportant things but thinking to myself that the boy 

probably was referring to the mad house of his home and 

his e gerness for the comparative peace he finds while down this wa 

E rlier this evening I read a little from the Brooks "Portrait 
r,nd Sketches", In spite of Ur. Scourby ' s artistry, the character 
tend to get a little piled up in my mind and unless I pay close 
n tention, -*• tend to get them mixed up. I was thoroughly 
delighted with certain pa. ssages in the 4th or 5th chapter con¬ 
cerning life around 1800 in the Poughkeepsie, 

Plattsburg areas, pa ralleling the circumstances of the 
Cooperstwon developements when the 18th , 

century enlightenment was shining forth in the newly cleared 
forests of remoter sections of /lew York State j suppose one associ 
cultural manifestations in urban centers as amatter of course, but 
there is always something wonderfully mouing in discovering 
a high cultural developement taking root in the wild s 
ofuninhabited regions 

Ana so 1957 comes to a close and after this little 
chat, 1 .shell do a dab of meditating and then fold up my beard. 

How grateful P am to God that there's one little Uiss Lee 
in thisworld........ 












